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he Semi-Arid Food Grain
TResearch and Development of

the African Union (AU/
SAFGRAD) was established in 1977
to advance agricultural research, devel-
opment and natural resource manage-
ment in the semi-arid ecology in more
than 30 countries in sub-Saharan
Africa. For more than three decades
AU/SAFGRAD has mobilized scien-
tific talents and resources of National
Agricultural Research Systems and
those of Inter-national Agricultural
Research Centres (IARC's) to
enhance food security and sustain-
able agricultural deve-lopment in
semi arid zones of Africa.

Today, as a specialized office
within the department of Rural
Economy and Agriculture,
SAFGRAD effort are garnered
toward the support in the implementa-
tion of African agricultural agenda as
embodied in the CAADP, the Sirte
Declaration with an emphasis on
semi-arid zones. SAFGRAD has revi-
talized and broadened its programs to
respond to the challenges of produc-
tion increase, poverty alleviation, pro-
tection of the environment and miti-
gating the effect of climatic change.

SAFGRAD seeks to enhance liveli-
hoods in the semi-arid areas through:

1. Facilitation of demand-
driven research with the view to
increasing production and pro-

ductivity of land and water. This
includes the packaging and dis-
semination of more productive
and environmentally friendly
technology packages.

2. Facilitating access to production
and financial services

3. Facilitate linkage of production
to local and export markets as
well as the transformation of]
produces into value added prod-
ucts.

The main thrusts of SAFGRAD’s
program are to:

i. Enhance agricultural research and
demand/access of research outputs
of member states through capacity
building;

ii. Facilitate addressing agricultural
policy issues through conferences,
workshops, symposia and govern-
mental contacts;

i.Facilitate the imdustrial transforma-
tion and utilization of food grains
into value-added products;

ii

iv. Promote productive agriculture
and environmental conservation
through an integra-ted farming
systems;

v. Build the knowledge base on
semi-arid agriculture in SSA
through its publications, special-
ized seminars etce
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PROGRAMME
CHAIRMAN : Dr. Abebe Haile Gabriel
RAPPORTEURS :  Mahama Ouedraogo
Charles The
Victor Adetimirin
08:30 - 09:00 OPENING SESSION
Welcome Remarks - AU/SAFGRAD Director
Opening Address - Dr. Yo Tiemoko, DG CNRA
09:30 - 09:50 Country Reports on Activities Carried out In 2007
09:50 -10:20 Reports of Monitoring Tour Carried out to Four Countries
Dr. Charles The
Dr. Victor Adetimirin

10:20 -10:30 DISCUSSION

REVIEW OF COUNTRY ACTIVITIES PROPOSED FOR 2008

10:30 -10:40 BURKINA FASO: Omar Ouedraogo/Sanou Jacob
10:40 -10:50 CAMEROON : Charles The

10:50 - 11:00 COTE D’IVOIRE: Louise Akanvou

11:00 - 11:10 GHANA : Abdulai Mashark

11:10 - 11:20 MALI : N’tji Coulibaly

11:20 - 11:30 NIGERIA : Prof. S.T~ % Lagoke

11:30 - 11:40 NIGERIA : Dr. T.M. Kudi

11:40 - 12:30 DISCUSSION

12:30 -13:00 Proposals From Countries Joining the Project in 2008
13:40 CLOSING
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WELCOME ADDRESS
Dr. Abebe Haile Gabriel, Director, AU/SAFGRAD

he Director of SAFGRAD, Dr.
Abebe Haile Gabriel, gave the wel-
come address. In his speech, he
expressed appreciation to the Korean
government for providing the necessary

financial support for the implementation |

of the project which is being comple-
mented by funding from the African
Union through SAFGRAD. The objec-
tives of SAFGRAD are to strengthen the
capacity of African countries and to
encourage multi-country initiatives.

Dr. Gabriel also drew attention to the
objectives of the Striga project which are
to (i) enhance food security and improve
farm incomes by improving grain yield of
maize under Striga as well as the produc-
tivity of African cropping systems, and (ii)
build strategic alliances among various
actors.

Dr. Gabriel also remarked that the project
activities have, up till now, been execut-

ed in seven countries in West and Central
Africa. He informed participants that
project activities are to be extended to
five other countries namely Botswana
and Zambia in Southern Africa, Sudan
Eastern Africa, and Niger and Togo in
West Africa. The extension of activities
to these countries would make the Striga
project, one that is Africa-wide.

Participants were informed of the forth-
coming conference on the Development
of Rural Livelihoods in Semi-Arid
Africa to be held between 29 and 30
April, 2008 in Addis Ababa.

Finally, the SAFGRAD Director reinstat-
ed the purpose of the Review and
Planning Workshop which were to review
the progress in the implementation of the
project in 2007, draw out lessons for bet-
ter control of Striga in Africa and to delib-
erate on the proposed activities planned
for 2008.
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