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SAFGRAD MAIZE NETWORK SYNTHESIS OF PRIMARY DATA.

1. Objective of Maize Network

The Maize Network for West and Central Africa is one of the
four collaborative Networks of SAFGRAD Phase II. Its purpose is
to enable national maize programs of West and Central Africa to
pool their resources to tackle production problems common to
countries in the subregion through the development of appropriate
technologies. The interaction in Networks is expected to help the
NARS avoid unnecessary duplication and to focus their research
priorities. The ultimate goal is to increase the productivity of

maize in West and Central Africa.
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2. Target Area Burkira Ffaso

The maize collaborative research network targets the semi-

arid zones of West and Central Africa.

Collaborating Countries

The collaborating countries in the Networks are Benin,
Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic,
Chad, Céte d’Ivoire, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau,
Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, and Togo. There is
enormous variability from country to country regarding the
proportion of total land area occupied by the different semi-arid
ecologies. The list of names of the maize scientists in the

member countries is presented in Table 1.



Production Constraints

The production constraints as identified by NARS scientists
during a workshop of the national scientists from West and
Central Africa at Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, 23-27 March, 1987,

were as follows:

. Unavailability of maize varieties appropriate to the
different ecologies and cropping systems or either.

. Biological stresses.
- diseases (maize streak, rust, blight, Curvularia

leaf spot, stalk and ear rots)
- insect pests especially stem borers, termites,

and storage insects
- parasitic weed, Striga spp.
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. Agronomic or crop management constraints
- low soil fertility
- soil-water management problems
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Socio-economic constraints

- unavailable and expensive inputs, or either.
- low and unstable prices of maize, or either.
- inadequate or poor seed production and

distribution, and
- lack of or inappropriate on-farm testing.

. Inadequate number of trained research scientists,

technicians and extension personnel.


















































































































