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REPORT OF MINISTERIAL MEETING  
 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Second Ordinary Session of the Specialized Technical Committee on Education, 
Science and Technology (STC-EST 2) was hosted by the Arab Republic of Egypt in 
Cairo from 21 - 23 October 2017. The meeting of Ministers held on 23 October, was 
preceded by the meeting of Senior Officials held from 21 – 22 October.  
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
The representatives of the following Member States participated in the meeting: Algeria, 
Benin, Burundi, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Djibouti, 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Egypt, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Gabon, The Gambia, 
Ghana, Guinea, Kenya, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritania, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Sahrawi Arab Republic, Senegal, South 
Africa, Sudan, South Sudan, Swaziland, Togo, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. 
 
The following Partner agencies attended the meeting:  
 
AIN Shams University-Egypt, Central Metallurgies Research and Development Institute-
Egypt, Egypt-Japan University of Science and Technology, National Institute of 
Oceanography-Egypt, National Institute Of Standard-Egypt, National Research 
Institution of Astronomy, Open University of Sudan, RASD, Science and Technology 
Development Fund (STDF), South Valley University, SRTA City, Suez University- 
Egypt, Theodor Bilharz Research Institute-Egypt, ACBF,  African Academy of Science  
(AAS), The Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA), FAWE,  NARSS,  ONE 
Campaign, Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture 
(RUFORUM),  Save the Children International, UNESCO,  UNESCO-ICBA, UNISA, 
World Food Programme. 
 
The Following specialized institutions of the African Union were represented:  
 
AU International Center for Girls and Women’s Education in Africa (AU-CIEFFA), the 
Pan African Institute for Education for Development (IPED), AU-ECOSOC, AU NEPAD, 
African Union Scientific Technical Research Commission (AU-STRC), African 
Observatory for Science, Technology and Innovation (AOSTI). 
 
ITEM 1:  OPENING SESSION 
 
Prof Hany A. El Shemy, Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture of the University of Egypt 
welcomed all participants, requested Member States to consider and endorse the 
decisions proposed by Experts, and wished for a successful meeting.  
 



 

H.E Prof. Khaled Abdelghaffar, Egyptian Minister of Higher Education and Scientific 
Research, Chair of STC-EST 1, welcomed the Ministers in charge of Education and 
Science, Technology and Innovation to the Second Specialized Technical Committee 
on Education, Science and Technology. In his opening remarks, he highlighted the 
synergy between Egypt's Vision 2030, Agenda 2063, as well as Africa's STI (Science, 
Technology and Innovation) and Education Strategies, STISA-2024, and CESA 16-25. 
He reaffirmed Egypt's commitment to various African Higher Education initiatives, and 
summarized the various ongoing programmes and activities that Egypt is currently 
undertaking in the areas of Science, Technology and Innovation. 
  
H.E Prof Sarah Anyang Agbor, Commissioner for Human Resources, Science and 
Technology (HRST) in her opening statement conveyed the greetings of peace, 
solidarity and goodwill of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission H.E Mr. 
Moussa Faki Mahamat, and welcomed all the delegates to the 2nd STC-EST. She 
thanked the Government and the people of the Arab Republic of Egypt, for hosting the 
second STC-EST at a very short notice and the warmth and hospitality accorded to all 
the delegations. 
 
The Commissioner underscored the importance of the meeting with an African proverb 
“for tomorrow belongs to the people who prepared for it today”. She outlined the 
concrete steps taken by the Commission, Member States, Regional Economic 
Communities, regional institutions and development partners in the implementation of 
the continental strategic instruments and decisions on Education, Science, Technology 
and Innovation, since the 1st STC-EST. She further re-affirmed the enormous potential 
of Science, Technology, Innovation and Education in delivering on the AU Agenda 2063 
aspirations of the African citizens, and global expectations, calling for more emphasis 
on implementation rather than rhetoric and bureaucracy. 
 
ITEM 2:  CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND 

PROGRAMME OF WORK   
 
The Agenda of the Second Ordinary Session of the Specialized Technical Committee 
on Education, Science and Technology (STC-EST 2) was presented and adopted.  
 
ITEM 3:  ADDRESS ON RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN EGYPT 
 
H.E. Prof. Khaled Abdelghaffar, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, 
Egypt and Chair of the STC-EST2 presented Egyptian best practices in Research and 
Innovation. He mentioned the commitment of his country to implementing 
various continental strategies through robust Research and Development Capacity. He 
mentioned the contributions of existing partnerships between Egyptian Institutions and 
Institutions from partners and other African countries in developing solutions 
to address challenges affecting the continent. He expressed the readiness of Egypt to 
welcome young researchers from across Africa to enhance their capacity in Scientific 
Research, Technology and Innovation for the development of Africa. 
 



 

ITEM 4:   ELECTION OF THE BUREAU  
 
The Ministers endorsed the elected Bureau of STC-EST 3, composed of the following 
Member States: 
 

Regions Countries Position in the Bureau  

West Africa Senegal Chairperson  

East Africa Sudan 1st Vice-Chair 

Central Africa Burundi 2nd Vice-Chair 

Southern Africa South Africa 3rd Vice-Chair 

Northern Africa Egypt Rapporteur  

 
ITEM 5:  HANDING OVER REPORT  
 
H.E. Prof. Khaled Abdelghaffar, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
and Chair of the STC-EST1 presented the Handing over Report that outlined 
achievement, progress and challenges of programmes implemented during their term in 
office. 
 
ITEM 6:  KEYNOTE ADRESS: INTRODUCTION OF GENERAL HISTORY OF 

AFRICA IN SCHOOL CURRICULUM  
 
Dr. Ali Moussa Iye, Coordinator of the General History of Africa Project of the 
UNESCO made a presentation on the origin and implementation of the project, 
particularly the Pedagogic use of the General History of Africa as was called for by the 
Heads of State and Government of the African Union. This was done in order to 
facilitate the teaching of an Afro-centric History to African primary and secondary 
schools. He elaborated that in close cooperation with the African Union, the common 
pedagogic contents developed are articulated around nine Learning Units (LU). These 
are defined by African historians and pedagogues to capture the main findings of the 
General History of Africa and are the results of a collective work which has mobilized 
the participation of African experts. The LU which are designed for the three age groups 
defined (10-12; 13-16; 17-19) offer an African and Pan African perspective of the 
continent’s history highlighting the achievements, common heritage and shared values 
of African peoples and their  contribution to general progress of humanity. They aim at 
contributing to the Charter of African Cultural renaissance, the Agenda 2063 and CESA 
16-25. 
 
Recalling the various resolutions and decisions adopted by the African Union Heads of 
State Summit and COMEDAF on several occasions to support the work undertaken by 
UNESCO on the General History of Africa, Dr Moussa Iye called upon the African 
Ministers of education to adopt these contents and integrate them into their respective 
curricula, as per the commitments made. He reiterated UNESCO’s commitment to 
contribute to this effort and to continue to develop materials for non-formal and informal 
education to accompany this process of integration. 
 
 



 

ITEM 7:   BRIEF ON THE AFRICAN PANEL ON EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES 
 
Prof. Dr Shireem Assem, Director of Agricultural Genetic Engineering Research 
Institute, presented a progress report on the work of the High-Level African Panel on 
Emerging Technologies (APET), a ten-member High-Level panel, appointed by 
the Chairperson of the AU Commission to advise the Union, its various organs, and 
Member States on how Africa should harness emerging technologies for economic 
development. 
 
The Panel has proposed ten emerging technologies for their potentially 
strong impact on the continent. Of these ten, three technologies, namely Gene drive 
for control and eliminating malaria, application of drone technology for transforming 
Africa’s agriculture and promoting micro-grids for expanding Africa’s access to 
energy, were selected for further analysis and deliberation during the first round. She 
said that the panel had a detailed report with recommendations on all the three 
technologies taking into consideration relevant criteria especially regulatory and ethical 
issues. She also noted that analysis of the other seven technologies is underway.  
 
ITEM 8:  CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS OF EXPERTS  
 
The expert’s report for Science and Technology parallel session was presented by the 
rapporteur Prof. Hany Al. Shemy from Egypt. He gave a brief overview of what the 
Experts discussed over the previous two days. Among the issues noted included 
progress on the implementation of STISA-2024, the Pan African Intellectual property 
Organization, the African Union Research Grant and the Kwame Nkrumah Science 
Awards, Global Monitoring for Environment and Security in Africa (GMES) Support 
programmes. Also discussed was African Observatory for Science, Technology and 
Innovation (AOSTI) where he observed that there was still a gap between the demand 
and the supply of Science Technology and Innovation Data in Africa which has to be 
addressed.  
 
Under the Education, the rapporteur reported that the issues discussed included the 
CESA implementation platform, Teacher Development where he made special 
appreciation to members for their contribution. Also discussed was School Feeding, ICT 
in Education, Peace and Education, the Skills Initiative for Africa and the Decade on 
Technical, Professional, Entrepreneurial Training and Youth Employment. Focus was 
also made on Education Planning and Management Information Systems by the Pan 
African Institute for Education for Development (IPED). 
 
The rapporteur also reported that Experts discussed AU CIEFFA Statute which shall be 
forwarded to the STC on justice and Legal Affairs, The pan African University and the 
Pan African Virtual and E-University which is a flagship of the African Union 
Commission. 
 
The Ministers considered and adopted the report of experts which also included the 
report of the parallel sessions on Education and that of Science & Technology.   



 

 
ITEM 9:  DECISIONS ON EDUCATION AND SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY   
 
The Ministers adopted the following decisions on Education, Science & Technology.   
 
A. EDUCATION: IMPLEMENTATION OF CESA-16-25 
 
DRAFT STATUTE FOR THE AU INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR GIRLS AND 
WOMEN’S EDUCATION IN AFRICA (AU-CIEFFA) 
 

1. COMMEND the work of the African Union International Centre for Girls and 
Women’s Education in Africa (AU-CIEFFA); 

 
2. TAKE NOTE of, and ADOPT the Statutes of the African Union International 

Centre for Girls and Women’s Education in Africa (AU-CIEFFA); 
 

3. REQUEST Member States to reconsider the approved AU/CIEFFA 
structure and increase the staff allocation, for the Centre to efficiently fulfil 
it’s mandate. 

 
PAN-AFRICAN UNIVERSITY 
 

4. TAKE NOTE of the two proposals submitted by the Pan African University 
Council in view of strengthening the governing organs of the Pan African 
University; 
 

5. RECOMMEND payment of honoraria to members of the Pan African 
University Council and provision of office space, facilities, logistics and 
support staff for the President and Vice President of the Pan African 
University Council. 

 
PAN AFRICAN VIRTUAL AND E-UNIVERSITY (PAVEU) 
 

6. TAKE NOTE OF the proposal to operationalize the Africa Virtual and e-
University as the open, distance and e-learning arm of the Pan African 
University; 
 

7. ENDORSE the proposal to operationalize the Africa Virtual and e-University 
as the open, distance and e-learning arm of the Pan African University. 

 
CESA IMPLEMENTATION PLATFORM 
 

8. CALL ON Member States and Regional Economic Communities to 
popularise and organise local launching of the Continental Education 
Strategy for Africa as Africa’s domestication of the global SDG 4 and 
Education 2030; 



 

 
9. REITERATE the call for Member States to support the work of the 

Commission; 
 

10. ENCOURAGE Member States to assign the responsibility of Focal Agency 
for CESA to National UNESCO Commissions in order to promote alignment 
of the local, continental and global frameworks; 

 
11. REQUEST the AUC to participate in Cluster activities and organise 

experience sharing events for Member States to learn from best practices in 
Literacy, STEM Education, Early Childhood Education, School Feeding and 
other major areas of CESA; 

 
12. FURTHER REQUEST the AUC to ensure development and alignment of 

qualification frameworks from basic to higher education and TVET, for 
coherent education development; 

 
13. CALL ON the AUC to work with Member States, RECs and Partners to 

develop programmes for promotion of a culture of reading among children, 
youth and adults; 

 
14. FURTHER CALL for deliberate promotion of African writers and African 

content in education curricula; 
 

15. COMMEND partner agencies for the support, CALL on them to strengthen 
support and collaboration in education development, and REITERATE the 
need for Partners to align the education activities in Africa with the 
Continental Education Strategy for Africa; 

 
16. ENCOURAGE Member States to support the work of the AUC in 

strengthening EMIS Capacity towards ensuring that Africa takes charge of 
its education data. 

 
TEACHER DEVELOPMENT 
 

17. COMMEND the Commission for finalising the Study on Teacher Training, 
Working and Living Conditions in Member States; 
 

18. CALL ON Member States who did not do so to provide responses to the 
questionnaires of the Teacher Study by the end on 2017, to enable 
completion of a comprehensive baseline picture; 

 
19. FURTHER CALL ON Member States, RECs and relevant partner agencies 

to collaborate and implement the recommendations from the Teacher 
Study; 

 



 

20. AGREE TO strengthen PACTED to support the work of the Teacher 
Development Cluster within the framework of CESA; 

 
21. CALL FOR establishment of an African Teacher Prize and REQUEST the 

AUC to work with partners and Member State experts to develop the Terms 
of Reference and Mechanism for the award, including financial implications, 
and present for endorsement to the STC-EST Bureau meeting by April 
2018, so that it can submitted to the July 2018 Summit; 

 
22. REQUEST the AUC in partnership with UNESCO to expedite the finalisation 

of the Continental Teacher Mobility Protocol for submission to the AU 
Summit of July 2018; 

 
23. FURTHER REQUEST the AUC to spearhead the development of a Pan 

African Teachers Corps with Member States, RECs and Partners, and 
present the business plan to a PACTED meeting to be held in April 2018.  

 
SCHOOL FEEDING 
 

24. ENDORSE the Report and Recommendations of the School Feeding Study; 
     

25. CALL for allocation of budget for an inter-ministerial Home Grown School 
Feeding (HGSF) management unit for strengthening the implementation of 
the findings of the study and the AU Decision 589 XXVI; 

  
26. ENCOURAGE Member States to develop implementation plans based on 

the findings of the study, including strengthening local resourcing of school 
feeding; 

 
27. ENCOURAGE Member States to consider HGSF not as a mere spending 

but as a long term investment in children and youth and identify cost 
effective and more innovative local financing; 

 
28. INVITE more partner agencies support popularization of the HGSF under 

CESA also as a contribution to Zero Hunger; sharing of good practices; 
training and capacity building of Member states and non-state stakeholders; 
and monitoring and evaluation. 

 
ICT IN EDUCATION 
 

29. COMMEND the work of GESCI in coordinating and initiating activities under 
the ICT in Education Cluster; 
 

30. CALL FOR organisation of experience sharing engagements to share best 
practices; 

 



 

31. FURTHER CALL FOR mobilisation of resources for the AUC to facilitate the 
up-scaling of initiatives in digitisation of education. 

 
PEACE AND EDUCATION 
 

32. CALL UPON all Member States to endorse the Safe Schools Declaration 
and implement its guidelines and FURTHER URGE Member States to 
implement and report on other related instruments which they have already 
ratified. 
 

HIGHER EDUCATION 
 

33. URGE Member States to secure sustainable funding to ensure successful 
implementation of the African Union higher education initiatives, including 
the Mwalimu Nyerere AU Scholarship Scheme; 
 

34. ENCOURAGE the higher education institutions in their respective countries 
to employ the African Quality Rating Mechanism (AQRM) as a tool for 
quality improvement through self-evaluation and external validation; 

 
35. ENSURE political endorsement for effective functioning of the Pan African 

Quality Assurance and Accreditation Framework (PAQAF); 
 

36. REQUEST the Commission to develop legal framework and organizational 
set-up for establishing a Pan African Quality Assurance and Accreditation 
Agency;    

 
37. LAUNCH ratification campaign for implementation of Addis Convention in 

their respective countries involving the relevant national structures and 
authorities; 

 
38. URGE Member States to ratify the Addis Convention by the end of 2018.  

 
HISTORY OF AFRICA 
 

39. ADOPT the common pedagogical contents developed on the basis of the 
General History of Africa and integrate them into their national curricula. 
 

AU/CIEFFA PRESENTATION ON GIRLS AND WOMEN’S EDUCATION 
 

40. ENDORSE the conclusions and recommendations of the various activities 
organized by the AU/CIEFFA contained in its 2017 activities report such as 
the High Level Dialogue on Gender Equality and Education, Dialogue with 
religious and traditional leaders; 
 

 



 

41. STRONGLY RECOMMEND the Institutionalization of the High Level 
Dialogue on Gender Equality and Education (HLDGE), whose objective is 
the implementation of existing policies like CESA and Agenda 2063 among 
other frameworks pertaining to girls and women’s education, in line with the 
AU theme of the year and to be organized by the AU/CIEFFA and its 
partners annually on the margins of the AU January Summit; 
 

42. REQUEST THE AU/CIEFFA and its partners to work on the feasibility on 
the appointment of an AU Special Rapporteur on Girls’ Education in Africa 
who will champion the AU’s Agenda on girl’s education. The appointed 
Rapporteur supported by the AU/CIEFFA will present annually a report 
during the AU High Level Dialogue on Gender and Education. 

 
SKILLS INITIATIVE FOR AFRICA AND THE DECADE ON TECHNICAL, 
PROFESSIONAL, ENTREPRENEURIAL TRAINING AND YOUTH EMPLOYMENT 
 

43. TAKE NOTE of the Skills Initiative for Africa as a continental programme for  
improving perspectives of young people in Africa through increased 
employment and income opportunities; 
 

44. ENDORSE the Skills Initiative for Africa and the creation of World Skills 
Africa as programmes geared towards addressing skills shortages, 
mismatches and enhancing employment prospects for youth in Africa; 

 
45. CALL UPON Member States, RECs, Private Sector and relevant partners 

to; 
 

a) Work together towards enhancing the initiative including mobilizing 
resources to scale up the initiative; 

 
b) Develop National Inventories encompassing skills ecosystems and 

sharing of promising practices on youth skills development and 
employment. 

 
46. URGE Member States to contribute to the Continental Plan of Action for 

implementation of the Decade on Technical, Professional, Entrepreneurial 
Training and Youth Employment, and also develop National Implementation 
plans in line with the decision;  
 

47. REQUEST Member States, RECs, Private Sector and relevant partners to 
commit to the implementation of this decision; 

 
48. FURTHER COMMENDS the AUC for initiating the partnership with World 

Skills International (WSI) AND REQUESTS the Commission to submit the 
policy and the strategy document of the institutionalization of World Skills 
Africa for consideration by the AU Assembly in the 2018 July Summit. 



 

 
EDUCATION PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS BY THE 
PAN AFRICAN INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATION FOR DEVELOPMENT (IPED) 
 

49. CALL ON the African Union Commission, The Government of Democratic 
Republic of Congo and the 11 member states of BASE to resolve the debt 
owed to BASE pensioners, in order to facilitate revitalization of IPED; 
 

50. FURTHER CALL the African Union Commission and the Government of 
Democratic Republic of Congo to extend the leases on IPED’s properties; 

 
51. CALL ON the Government of Democratic Republic of Congo to renovate 

the IPED offices; 
 

52. REQUEST the African Union Commission to expedite operationalization of 
IPED with staff and equipment. 

 
PAN AFRICAN CONFERENCE ON TEACHER EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
(PACTED)  
 

53. COMMEND the progress made by member states in Teacher Development 
and AGREE to strengthen PACTED to support the work of the Teacher 
Development Cluster within the framework of CESA; 
 

54. CALL FOR the establishment of an AU Teachers Prize and request the 
Commission to work with member states and partners to develop the 
implementation mechanism; 

 
55. REQUEST the AUC to spearhead the development of a Pan African 

Teachers Corps with Member States, RECs and Partners, and present the 
business plan to a PACTED meeting to be held in April 2018; 

 
56. FURTHER REQUEST Member States to strengthen teacher preparatory 

programmes to ensure the quality of teaching and promote effective mobility 
of teachers. 

 
B. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: PROGRESS REPORT ON THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF STISA-2024 
 

57. REQUEST the Commission to develop a reporting template for the 
implementation of Science, Technology and Innovation Strategy for Africa – 
STISA-2024, to enable Member States to report on their initiatives during 
the STC-EST. 
 

 
 



 

PAN AFRICAN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION (PAIPO) 
 

58. TAKE NOTE on the need to ratify  PAIPO Statutes;   
 

59. CALL UPON Member States to ratify the Statutes; 
 

60. URGE the Commission and the Republic of Tunisia in collaboration with 
WIPO and Regional IP Organizations in particular OAPI and ARIPO and 
national IP Institutions to expedite the implementation of this decision. 

 
AFRICAN SCIENTIFIC, RESEARCH AND INNOVATION COUNCIL 
 

61. URGE the Commission to build synergies with existing programmes, 
platforms and collaborate with other institutions such as the AAS in the 
implementation of the ASRIC platform; 
 

62. REQUEST the AUC to conduct the Congress meeting in 2018 and report; 
 

63. CALL UPON Partners, Member States and RECs to support the launching 
of ASRIC. 

 
AU RESEARCH GRANT 
 

64. COMMEND the EU for the technical and financial support to the AU 
Commission for building its capacity to set-up and manage a continental 
research and innovation funding programme for the continent; 
 

65. CALL UPON the Member States, research institutions and Universities to 
actively participate in the programme, in particular in the Calls for 
Proposals; 

 
66. URGE the Member States, RECs, the Private Sectors and other 

Development Partners to collaborate with the Commission to boost the 
programme as a sustainable Pan African Instrument for financing R&D and 
Innovation in the continent; 

 
67. FURTHER URGE Member States to avail domestic resources to 

complement the funding of R&D in the Continent. This is more so with 
regard to the reforms taking place at the AU to urge for self-reliance, in 
particular funding Programmes. 

 
AU KWAME NKRUMAH SCIENCE AWARDS 
 

68. TAKE NOTE of the launching of the 2017 Edition of the African Union 
Kwame Nkrumah Science Awards; 

 



 

69. REQUEST Member states and RECs to widely disseminate the award calls; 
 

70. CALL UPON Member States, the RECs and Partners to enhance synergies 
with similar awards programs at regional and continental levels in order to 
gain efficiency and sustainability, and 

 
71. URGE Member States to take ownership and support the African Union 

Kwame Nkrumah Science Awards. 
 
AFRICAN SPACE AGENCY 
 

72. TAKE NOTE of the steps taken by the Commission in the implementation of 
the Decision Assembly/AU/Dec.589(XXVI) of January 2016, that adopted 
African Space Policy and Strategy as first series of instruments to formalise 
an African Space Programme; 
 

73. ACKNOWLEDGE the urgent need to build Africa’s capacities for 
harnessing space sciences, technologies and innovations to respond to AU 
Agenda 2063, which identifies African outer-space as a flagship programme 
premised on building space capabilities in (i) Earth Observation, (ii) Satellite 
Communication (iii) Navigation and Positioning, and (iv) Space Science and 
Exploration; 

 
74. ENDORSE the Statutes for the African Space Agency as a Pan African 

Institution mandated to implement in collaboration with Member States, and 
Regional Economic Communities a well-coordinated and integrated African 
space programme that is responsive to the social, economic, political and 
environmental needs of the continent, as well as being globally competitive; 

 
75. REQUEST the Commission to submit Statutes, and finalise the legal and 

structural implication of the African Space Agency to the relevant AU Policy 
Organs for consideration as per the Decision Assembly/AU/Dec.589(XXVI) 
of January 2016; 

 
76. URGE Member States and Regional Economic Communities and 

Development Partners to proactively participate in the implementation of 
this decision. 

 
GLOBAL MONITORING FOR ENVIRONMENT AND SECURITY (GMES) AND 
AFRICA 
 

77. WELCOME GMES & Africa Support Programme, which builds on existing 
initiatives, to support African Earth Observation System to tackle mitigation 
and adaptation to climate change, disaster risk reduction, post 2015 
sustainable development including management of environment, blue 
economy and natural resources; 



 

 
78. APPLAUD The signing of GMES & Africa Support Programme Financing 

Agreement between AUC and the European Commission in December 
2016 and the progress made in its implementation including the successful 
selection of the Regional Implementation Centers through an open call for 
proposals; 

 
79. CALL UPON Member States to foster ownership of the programme in order 

to ensure its sustainability by aligning the related activities with the national 
and regional strategic policy and economic priorities, and in providing co-
funding, human resources and adequate support to the programme. 

 
AU - EU High Level Policy Dialogue 
 

80. COMMEND the progress being made through the HLPD on STI to 
strengthen AU-EU cooperation on STI and as a platform for jointly 
addressing global challenged through co-owned and join R&I partnerships; 
 

81. WELCOME Roadmap towards a jointly funded EU-Africa Research & 
Innovation Partnership, with focus on Climate Change and Sustainable 
Energy (CCSE); 

 
82. CALL UPON the Member States, RECS, and Private Sectors to take 

ownership of this process and support the implementation of the R&I 
Partnerships on the identified topics. 

 
AFRICAN UNION HIGH LEVEL PANEL REPORT ON EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES 
 

83. TAKES NOTE of the commendable action and progress taken by the 
Chairperson of the AUC in the implementation of the Assembly decision 
(Assembly/AU/Dec.618 (XXVII) par. 19), by appointing the African Union 
High Level Panel on Emerging Technologies (APET). 

 
84. TAKES NOTE of the progress that APET has made since its inception and 

the first three technologies that it has analysed and drawn 
recommendations that have been proposed for consideration by the AU and 
Member States. The three emerging technologies are Gene Drive for 
control and elimination of malaria; Drones in the horizon: transforming 
Africa’s agriculture; and Micro-grid: empowering communities and enabling 
transformation in Africa; 

 
85. REQUEST all Member States to actively contribute to the work of the APET 

when requested to do so; 
 

86. CALL UPON Member States, the RECs and Partners to familiarize 
themselves with the work being done by APET; 



 

 
AFRICAN UNION NETWORK OF SCIENCES (AUNS) 
 

87. TAKE NOTE of the progress made since the inception of the programme; 
 

88. CALL UPON the AUC and Partners to avail resources - human and 
financial for the network to be fully functional; 

 
89. FURTHER CALL UPON Regional Research and Education Networks to 

avail their data and support the AUNS. 
  
AFRICA HEALTH RESEARCH CAPACITY BUILDING 
 

90. TAKE NOTE of the progress made in the MoU between AUC and the 
Government of India; 
 

91. APPRECIATE the effort of the Government of India for hosting the first and 
second meeting on the partnership; 

 
92. FURTHER APPRECIATE the efforts of UNESCO and Merck International in 

supporting the capacity building of scientist in the field of health sciences. 
 
MONITORING AND EVALUATION FOR STISA-2024 IMPLEMENTATION 
 

93. TAKE NOTE and appreciate the progress made in the development of an 
M&E model for STISA-2024; 
 

94. COMMEND AOSTI and the STISA M&E Working Group for initiating the 
development of the STISA M&E Framework; 

 
95. FURTHER COMMEND ECOWAS for providing funds to AOSTI to 

undertake a Bibliometric study of the ECOWAs Member States which 
constitutes a building block of the STISA M&E Framework; 

 
96. URGE the Commission to avail resources to operationalise the STISA M&E 

Model; 
 

97. CALL UPON Member States, RECs and relevant partners to support the 
development and implementation of the STISA M&E Framework. 

 
PREPARATION OF THE AFRICAN INNOVATION OUTLOOK  
 

98. CALL ON Member States who are actively supporting the ASTII 
programme to continue with the good work that they are doing; 

 



 

99. URGE Member States to actively support (i.e. financial, human and social) 
and own the Science Granting Council Initiative; 

 
100. TAKE NOTE of the progress in preparing the African Innovation Outlook 3 

and the opportunities to advance the use of STI indicators presented by the 
Science Granting Councils Initiative. 

 
UPDATE ON PREPARATION OF AU RESEARCH FOR HEALTH STRATEGY 
 

101. TAKE NOTE of the update on the consultative process and the remaining 
milestones towards finalisation and integration of the Research for Health 
and Innovation into the Africa Health Strategy (2016-2030). 
 

THE AFRICAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES (AAS) 
 

102. COMMEND AAS for the support it provides to the Commission; 
 

103. CALL ON the Member States to support the Pan-African Synchrotron 
initiative.  

 
THE FORUM FOR AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH IN AFRICA (FARA) 
 

104. APPLAUD the commitment by tier-one countries to initiate the 
implementation of Science Agenda for agriculture in Africa (S3A) as the 
main vehicle for harnessing STI to power their drive to end hunger by 2030; 
 

105. NOTE that the current interventions fall short of the threshold required to 
put Members States on course to end hunger by 2030.  

 
106. CALL UPON Member States and RECs to implement the Science Agenda 

for Agriculture in Africa, and specifically to:    
 
a) Strengthen the coordination of planning and implementation of 

agriculture STI policies and programmes at national and regional level. 
This will entail establishing the relevant knowledge bases. 
 

b) Increase the scale and quality of domestic investments towards 
mainstreaming the science agenda for agriculture in national plans 
and programmes.  

 
c) Develop critical capacities (human, infrastructure and systemic) for 

Biosciences and Biotechnology in particular.  
 

d) Set agriculture STI performance indicators and targets, and establish a 
mechanism for tracking and reporting progress towards these targets. 

 



 

REGIONAL UNIVERSITIES FORUM FOR CAPACITY BUILDING IN AGRICULTURE 
(RUFORUM) 
 

107. ACKNOWLEDGE and affirm support for the initiative of the World Bank with 
RUFORUM with pilots in six countries to strengthen higher agricultural 
education in Africa towards the Agenda 2063; 
 

108. URGE the AUC through the Pan African University to co-host the sixth 
biennial conference in Nairobi, 2018. 

 
ITEM 10:   DATE AND VENUE OF STC–EST  
  
After deliberation, the Minister of Education of the Republic of Sudan offered to host the 
3rd Ordinary session of the STC-EST III in Khartoum, the Sudan. 
 
ITEM 11:   ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 
Zimbabwe has recommended that the five (5) Members of the Bureau of STC to consult 
and undertake within their respective regions a mapping on History of Africa and 
produce data which will be presented during the next STC. 
 
It was recommended that this recommendation be taken into account in the other 
adopted decisions of the STC. 
 
ITEM 12:  CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE 

MINISTERS  
 
The Ministers considered and adopted the report and discussions of the STC-EST 2. 
 
ITEM 13:  CLOSING SESSION 
 
H.E Prof. Sarah Anyang Agbor, Commissioner, Human Resources, Science and 
Technology in her closing remarks expressed that development to scientific world is no 
longer a luxury but a necessity. She thanked the outgoing Bureau and welcomed the 
new bureau to an exciting work together, she requested the elected members of Bureau 
to build on progress made by the previous. She hoped for a common desire to deliver 
real results that will make a difference in people’s lives especially children and youth, 
through Education, Research and Innovation in the next 2 years; She called for step up 
efforts and investments in the promotion of STEM awareness among younger children, 
who are the eventual actors and beneficiaries of whatever the STC-EST is able to 
achieve in the context of the Africa Vision. And finally, urged member states to take 
ownership of continental programmes to ensure they are African driven. 
 
H.E. Prof. Khaled Abdelghaffar, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
thanked all Member States and participants for the fruitful deliberations during the 3 



 

days of the STC-EST 2. He congratulated the Sudan who offered to host the STC-EST 
3 in 2019. 
 
H.E. El Tigani Mustafa M. Salih, Minister of Higher Education & Scientific Research 
from The Sudan congratulated the mandate of the outgoing STC-EST Bureau and 
thanked Egypt for having hosted the STC-EST2.  
 
ITEM 13: CONCLUSION 
   
Ministers acknowledged the work accomplished during the second Specialized 
Technical Committee on Education, Science and Technology.  
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REPORT ON THE PARALLEL SESSION ON EDUCATION 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 
During the 2nd STC-EST meeting, the experts of Education had a parallel session on the 
21st October, 2017 to discuss progress made on the implementation of CESA and other 
various policies and frameworks pertaining to Education in Africa.  
 
II. ATTENDANCE 
 
The following attended the meeting: 
 

a) Senior Officials of the following Member States attended the parallel 
session on education, namely:  Congo, Djibouti, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Gabon, Guinea, Egypt, Libya, Mauritania, Nigeria, 
South Africa, The Sudan, Niger and Swaziland; 
  

b) Development Partners and International Institutions namely: ADEA 
(Association for the development of Education in Africa), Save the Children 
International, World Food Programme, UNESCO (United Nations for 
Education Science and Culture), UNESCO-IICBA, FAWE (Forum for African 
Women Educationalist), ONE Campaign, GESCI (Global e-Schools and 
Communities Initiative). 

 
The Chair of this Parallel Session Prof Essam Khamis Ibrahim, Vice Minister of Higher 
Education and Scientific Research from Egypt gave the floor to the presenters and 
opened the floor for questions, discussions and recommendations. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 1:  CESA IMPLEMENTATION PLATFORM 

 
Dr. Beatrice Njenga, Head of Education Division presented an overview on the 
implementation of CESA, with a focus on the implementation platform. She underlined 
that the Continental Education Strategy for Africa (CESA 16-25) was adopted by the AU 
Summit on January 2016 as a strategy for ensuring that education adequately 
contributes to attainment of the people centred African Vision of Agenda 2063. CESA 
consists of the Africa priorities that were incorporated in the global Education 2030 
program and is therefore the African Response to SDG 4 
 
It is a Strategy for Reorienting Africa’s education and training systems to meet the 
knowledge, competencies, skills, innovation and creativity required to nurture African 
core values and promote sustainable development at the national, regional and 
continental levels, towards Agenda 2063- the Africa We want. CESA has twelve 
Strategic Objectives are proposed as high-level results to be achieved in implementing 
CESA 16-25.  
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The Summit of the African Union took a decision establishing a mechanism of Ten 
Heads of State Champions for Education, Science and Technology. This highest level 
of championship will ensure visibility of Education and enhanced resource flow locally 
and internationally.  
 
Thematic clusters of Partners, experts and Member States have been established 
around the CESA Strategic Objectives and key issues. These include Teacher 
Development; Women and Girls Education; Education Planning; Peace and Education; 
School Feeding; Higher Education; STEM Education; ICT in Education; TVET; Life 
Skills and Counselling; Early Childhood Development and Education - among others. 
Work is underway to incorporate democracy and good governance into school curricula. 
Each Cluster has a Coordinating team of Partners that will be responsible for follow up 
and reporting. She commended the work of partners including UNESCO, World Food 
Programme, ADEA, One Campaign, FAWE, Save the Children, GESCI, International 
Teachers Task Force, UNICEF among others, for their efforts towards the 
implementation of CESA. 
 
In the discussions that followed, members appreciated the work that had been done 
particularly in the formation of the thematic clusters. They urged the African Union 
Commission to ensure that the Member States were adequately informed and involved 
in the cluster work. 
 
The Experts request the Ministers to: 
 
CALL ON Member States and Regional Economic Communities to popularise and 
organise local launching of the Continental Education Strategy for Africa as Africa’s 
domestication of the global SDG 4 and Education 2030; 
 
REITERATE the call for Member States to support the work of the Commission; 
 
ENCOURAGE Member States to assign the responsibility of Focal Agency for CESA to 
National UNESCO Commissions in order to promote alignment of the local, continental 
and global frameworks; 
 
REQUEST the Member States and partners to participate in Cluster activities and 
organise experience sharing events for Member States to learn from best practices in 
Literacy, STEM Education, Early Childhood Education, School Feeding and other major 
areas of CESA; 
 
FURTHER REQUEST the AUC to ensure development and alignment of qualification 
frameworks from basic to higher education and TVET, for coherent education 
development; 
 
CALL ON the AUC to work with Member States, RECs and Partners to develop 
programmes for promotion of a culture of reading among children, youth and adults 
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FURTHER CALL for deliberate promotion of African writers and African content in 
education curricula; 
 
REQUEST the AUC to work with the host government of the Education Observatory to 
develop a proposal for clearing the old debt, and present for endorsement to the STC-
EST Bureau by April 2018, for submission to the AU July 2018 Summit for approval; 
 
ENCOURAGE Member States to support the work of the AUC in strengthening EMIS 
Capacity towards ensuring that Africa takes charge of its education data. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 2:  TEACHER DEVELOPMENT 
 
Mr Juvane Virgilio, Expert from UNESCO IICBA emphasized that the teacher is 
essential in achieving the goals of literacy and the skills and education revolution called 
for under Agenda 2063 and is the key to unlocking Africa’s potential for prosperity, and 
harnessing Demographic Dividend.  
 
He gave a brief on the AU Study on the Training, Working and Living Conditions of 
Teachers in Member States, which was called for by the AU Summit, to provide an 
information baseline against which to develop interventions and track progress. 
Recommendation of the study are already being implemented by some partner 
agencies, and include the need for innovative strategies for Teacher Motivation, 
development of Teacher Qualification Frameworks, enhancement of the pre- and in-
service training, establishment of teacher professional guidelines and manuals, among 
others. The Teacher Development Cluster is coordinated by UNESCO-IICBA, and 
Education International, and will work to strengthen the work of PACTED.  
 
In the discussions that followed Members expressed concern over the teacher 
shortages across Africa and underlined the need to strengthen the capacities of 
teachers and the need for enhanced cooperation with teacher unions. This will also 
ensure quality education and productivity.   
 
The experts request the Ministers to: 
 
COMMEND the Commission for finalising the Study on Teacher Training, Working and 
Living Conditions in Member States; 
 
CALL ON Member States who did not do so to provide responses to the questionnaires 
of the Teacher Study by the end on 2017, to enable completion of a comprehensive 
baseline picture; 
 
FURTHER CALL ON Member States, RECs and relevant partner agencies to 
collaborate and implement the recommendations from the Teacher Study; 
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AGREE TO strengthen PACTED to support the work of the Teacher Development 
Cluster within the framework of CESA; 
 
CALL FOR establishment of an African Teacher Prize and REQUEST the AUC to work 
with partners and Member State experts to develop the Terms of Reference and 
Mechanism for the award, including financial implications, and present for endorsement 
to the STC-EST Bureau meeting by April 2018, so that it can submitted to the July 2018 
Summit; 
 
REQUEST the AUC in partnership with UNESCO to expedite the finalisation of the 
Continental Teacher Mobility Protocol for submission to the AU Summit of July 2018; 
 
FURTHER REQUEST the AUC to spearhead the development of a Pan African 
Teachers Corps with Member States, RECs and Partners, and present the business 
plan to a PACTED meeting to be held in April 2018. 
  
AGENDA ITEM 3:  SCHOOL FEEDING 
 
The Deputy Director of the WFP to the African Union, Ms Wanja Kaaria, gave a 
presentation on the AU Study on School Feeding in Member States. WFP is the 
Coordinating agency for the School Feeding Cluster. The performance of children and 
their retention and ability to complete school are influenced by many factors related to 
poverty, including hunger. In 2015, the Department with the support of WFP undertook 
a mission to explore the very successful Brazilian experience in Home Grown School 
Feeding as a means for promoting children’s access, retention and quality in education. 
This mode of school feeding has multiple other benefits for community development, 
social protection and employment creation, and will contribute to ‘Zero Hunger 
Generation’. The AU Summit in January 2016 took a decision establishing African 
School Feeding Day to be observed on the 1st of March every year and has been 
celebrated at continental level in Niger and Congo and the next one will be in 
Zimbabwe.  
 
A multi-agency and inter departmental Technical Committee has been established for 
supporting school feeding. A major baseline Study has been completed to map out 
school feeding in Member States in a bid to draw lessons for strengthening the practice, 
with technical support from the WFP and its Centre for Zero Hunger in Brazil. The Study 
Report was validated in May 2017, and its recommendations will form a basis for 
experience sharing, and monitoring the progress of scaleup in Member States, effects 
of school feeding on education access, retention and quality education during the period 
of CESA 16-25. WFP is also the Coordinator of the CESA School Feeding Cluster.  
 
The experts request the Ministers to: 
 
ENDORSE the Report and Recommendations of the School Feeding Study; 
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CALL for allocation of budget for an inter-ministerial Home Grown School Feeding 
management unit for strengthening the implementation of the findings of the study and 
the AU Decision 589 XXVI; 
 
ENCOURAGE Member States to develop implementation plans based on the findings 
of the study, including strengthening local resourcing of school feeding; 
 
ENCOURAGE Member States to consider HGSF not as a mere spending but as a long 
term investment in children and youth and identify cost effective and more innovative 
local financing; 
 
INVITE more partner agencies support popularization of the HGSF under CESA also as 
a contribution to Zero Hunger; sharing of good practices; training and capacity building 
of Member states and non-state stakeholders; and monitoring and evaluation. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 4:  ICT IN EDUCATION 
 
Jerome Morrissey, CEO of GESCI (Global e-Schools and Communities Initiative), 
discussed the ICT in Education Cluster whose mandate is to harness the capacity of 
ICT to improve quality of access, the quality of teaching and learning through the 
implementation of new pre-scaling programmes, in conjunction with governments. The 
ICT in Education Cluster is coordinated by the GESCI with tremendous support from the 
@Edu Sustainable Education organization and the ICT industry.  
 
Under this Cluster, The African Digital School Initiative (ADSI) was launched in 140 
secondary schools in three countries. Over a 4 year period, these schools will be taken 
through a structured programme to become Digital Schools of Distinction. Two learning 
activities have been organized for Member States, including a mission to Portugal 
where participants were exposed to the acclaimed Portuguese process of ICT 
integration in schools and communities, and met agencies that are available to provide 
experienced support for such initiatives in Africa. The second activity was a meeting in 
New York, on the fringes of the United Nations General Assembly, which facilitated 
engagement with key agents of ICT-enabled.  
 
The African Ministerial Forum on ICT in Education & Training and Youth Skills for the 
Digital Age is scheduled for February 2018 in Rabat. The Cluster is collaborating with 
the Education Planning Cluster to develop and test tools for education data collection, 
rescue, repository and data analysis. 
 
The Experts request the Ministers to: 
 
COMMEND the work of GESCI in coordinating and initiating activities under the ICT in 
Education Cluster; 
 
CALL FOR organisation of experience sharing engagements to share best practices; 
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FURTHER CALL FOR mobilisation of resources for the AUC to facilitate the up-scaling 
of initiatives in digitisation of education. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 5:  PEACE AND EDUCATION 
 
Mr. Michael Lumor, Save the Children International, reported that over 12 million 
children were out of school due to armed conflict. He explained that CESA emphasizes 
the need for children to be in school and that attacks on education and the military use 
of school facilities contributes to high dropout rates on the continent. CESA (16-25) 
includes two strategic objectives that address the issues of safe schools, peace in 
education and conflict prevention.  
 
Save the Children International as the coordinating agency for this cluster, extended an 
invitation to all interested and appropriately mandated parties to join. The cluster will 
incorporate the ADEA Inter Country Quality Node on Peace Education. The scope of 
the theme includes also peace education, and the use of education to prevent conflict, 
radicalization and violent extremism. The Cluster cuts across several AUC departments 
and will be launched later in 2017. 
 
The experts request the Ministers to: 
 
CALL UPON all Member States to endorse the Safe Schools Declaration and 
implement its guidelines and FURTHER URGE Member States to implement and report 
on other related instruments which they have already ratified. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 6:  HIGHER EDUCATION 
 
The presentation on Higher Education was made by Dr. Beatrice Njenga. The Higher 
Education Cluster was launched in June 2017 and is coordinated by the Association of 
African Universities, with support from the International Network for Higher Education in 
Africa hosted by the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal. The activities of this Cluster will 
strengthen the already ongoing significant activities in harmonisation, quality assurance 
scholarship and academic mobility. The importance of strengthening partnership with 
industry to promote innovation, employability and entrepreneurship amongst graduates 
was reiterated. Ongoing activities in higher education include strengthening intra-African 
academic collaboration and building a robust African higher education space. Several 
instruments for quality assurance, harmonised curriculum development, quality 
standards, and credit transfer systems have been developed. Most of the activities are 
currently sponsored by the European Union. 
 
The Commission is working jointly with UNESCO to expedite the ratification and 
implementation of the Addis Convention for mutual recognition of qualifications in higher 
education. The Pan-African Quality Assurance and Accreditation Framework 
(PAQAF) was developed in view of establishing a Continental Accreditation Agency as 
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called for by AU Summit decision. Its operational tools include the African Quality Rating 
Mechanism, which is ready for full scale implementation. An African Credit Transfer 
System has been developed and is undergoing peer review. 
 
The Mwalimu Nyerere African Union Scholarship Scheme for young Africans to 
study science based programmes at Masters and PhD levels in African countries 
outside of their own, has continued to award students every year since 2012. Special 
Calls were made for only Female Applicants in 2013 and 2014; and for those living with 
physical disabilities in 2015 and 2016. This year 2017 focus was on education sciences. 
The Intra-African Academic Mobility Scheme, launched in 2010 has so far benefitted 
nearly 100 Universities, facilitating mobility for over 1,000 Students, and 140 Staff. 
 
The experts request the Ministers to: 
 
URGE Member States to secure sustainable funding to ensure successful 
implementation of the African Union higher education initiatives, including the Mwalimu 
Nyerere AU Scholarship Scheme; 
 
ENCOURAGE the higher education institutions in their respective countries to employ 
the African Quality Rating Mechanism (AQRM) as a tool for quality improvement 
through self-evaluation and external validation; 
 
ENSURE political endorsement for effective functioning of the Pan African Quality 
Assurance and Accreditation Framework (PAQAF); 
 
REQUEST the Commission to develop legal framework and organizational set-up for 
establishing a Pan African Quality Assurance and Accreditation Agency; 
 
LAUNCH ratification campaign for implementation of Addis Convention in their 
respective countries involving the relevant national structures and authorities; 
 
URGE Member States to ratify the Addis Convention by the end of 2018.  
 
AGENDA ITEM 7:  HISTORY OF AFRICA 
 
Dr. Ali Moussa Iye, Coordinator of the General History of Africa Project of the UNESCO 
made a presentation on the origin and implementation of the project, in particular, the 
Pedagogic Use of the General History of Africa, for African primary and secondary 
schools. Elaborated in close cooperation with the African Union, the common pedagogic 
contents developed are articulated around nine Learning Units (LU). These are defined 
by African historians and pedagogues to capture the main findings of the General 
History of Africa and are the results of a collective work which has mobilized the 
participation of African experts. The LU which are designed for the three age groups 
defined (10-12; 13-16; 17-19) offer an African and Pan African perspective of the 
continent’s history highlighting the achievements, common heritage and shared values 
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of African peoples and their  contribution to general progress of humanity. They aim at 
contributing to the Charter of African Cultural renaissance, the Agenda 2063 and CESA 
(Continental Education Strategy for Africa 2016-2025). 
 
 
The Experts request the Ministers to: 
 
ADOPT the common pedagogical contents developed on the basis of the General 
History of Africa and integrate them into their national curricula. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 9:  ON AU/CIEFFA PRESENTATION ON GIRLS AND WOMEN’S 

EDUCATION   
 
Dr. Rita Bissoonauth, Coordinator of AU/CIEFFA made a presentation on Girls’ and 
Women’s Education in Africa, where she stressed the need for girls and young women 
to access education system, stay and optimize their participation in the learning 
process. She further highlighted the four 4 key strategic priorities for the AU/CIEFFA 
2015-2017 strategic plan which are (i) Retention of girls in schools, (ii) Gender-
responsive curricula in schools and universities, (iii) Legal framework for Rights of girls 
and women in schools and universities and (iv) Documentation, advocacy, 
communication and publications. 
 
She recalled the center’s mandate which covers the effective implementation of adopted 
AU Policies and instruments with regard to Girls and Women Education in Africa and 
the legal and institutional Framework. The AU/CIEFFA Coordinator presented the 
current and upcoming flagship programs and stressed the need for the appointment of 
an AU Special Rapporteur to champion the AU’s Agenda on girl’s education. 
 
In the discussions that ensued, mention was made about the urgency of getting and 
retaining girls in schools without the impediment of cultural practices in view of their 
socioeconomic development. The meeting recognised that a platform should be created 
at which the STC EST will consider the Gender Equality Strategy for CESA 16-25. 
 
The Experts requested the Ministers to: 
 
ENDORSE the conclusions and recommendations of the various activities organized by 
the AU/CIEFFA contained in its 2017 activities report such as the High Level Dialogue 
on Gender Equality and Education, Dialogue with religious and traditional leaders; 
 
STRONGLY RECOMMEND the Institutionalization of the High Level Dialogue on 
Gender Equality and Education (HLDGE), whose objective is the implementation of 
existing policies like CESA and Agenda 2063 among other frameworks pertaining to 
girls and women’s education, in line with the AU theme of the year and to be organized 
by the AU/CIEFFA and its partners annually on the margins of the AU January Summit; 
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REQUEST THE AU/CIEFFA and its partners to work on the feasibility on the 
appointment of an AU Special Rapporteur on Girls’ Education in Africa who will 
champion the AU’s Agenda on girl’s education. The appointed Rapporteur supported by 
the AU/CIEFFA will present annually a report during the AU High Level Dialogue on 
Gender and Education. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 10: SKILLS INITIATIVE FOR AFRICA AND THE DECADE ON 

TECHNICAL, PROFESSIONAL, ENTREPRENEURIAL 
TRAINING AND YOUTH EMPLOYMENT 

 
Mr Nicolas Ouma presented the Skills Initiative for Africa, a programme of the African 
Union Commission (AUC) supported by the German Government to strengthen 
occupational prospects of young people through supporting practical skills development 
to increase their opportunities. Five countries, one from each of the 5 African Union 
regions, have been selected to act as springboards for scaling the project to other 
countries in the region. These countries are Cameroon in Central Africa, Kenya in 
Eastern Africa, Nigeria in Western Africa, South Africa in Southern Africa and Tunisia in 
Northern Africa.  
 
The year 2018-2027 was declared the African Decade on Technical, Professional, 
Entrepreneurial Training and Youth Employment, This Assembly Decision requested the 
Commission in collaboration with Burkina Faso and partners of the AU to develop a 
detailed plan of action for the Decade and set up a Continental Dialogue Platform on 
Skills Development in Africa. It is also necessary that Africa collaborates with partners 
and develops World Skills Africa as the continental hub for skills excellence and 
development. 
 
The Experts request the Ministers to: 
 
TAKE NOTE of the Skills Initiative for Africa as a continental programme for  improving 
perspectives of young people in Africa through increased employment and income 
opportunities; 
 
ENDORSE the Skills initiative For Africa and the Creation of World Skills Africa as  
programmes geared towards addressing skills shortages, mismatches and enhancing 
employment prospects for youth in Africa; 
 
CALL UPON Member States, RECs, Private Sector and relevant partners to: 
 

i) Work together towards enhancing the initiative including mobilizing 
resources to scale up the initiative; 

ii) Develop National Inventories encompassing skills ecosystems and sharing 
of promising practices on youth skills development and employment. 
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URGE Member States to contribute to the Continental Plan of Action for implementation 
of the Decade on Technical, Professional, Entrepreneurial Training and Youth 
Employment, and develop National Implementation plans in line with the decision;  
 
REQUEST Member States, RECs, Private Sector and relevant partners to commit to 
the implementation of this decision. 
FURTHER COMMENDS the AUC for initiating the partnership with World Skills 
International (WSI) AND REQUESTS the Commission to submit the policy and the 
strategy document of the institutionalization of World Skills Africa for consideration by 
the AU Assembly in the 2018 July Summit. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 10:  EDUCATION PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT INFORMATION 

SYSTEMS BY THE PAN AFRICAN INSTITUTE FOR 
EDUCATION FOR DEVELOPMENT (IPED) 

 
Mr Lukman Jaji explained that IPED is the African Education Observatory, an AU 
Specialised institution and formerly known as BASE. Recruitment for staff is on going 
and an implementation strategy has been developed. 
 
In addition, a platform has been developed to strengthen the data collection and 
reporting capacities of Member States. Discussions are on-going with several Member 
States and partner agencies who have expressed interest in collaborating in piloting.  
 
A draft monitoring and evaluation toolkit has been developed and presented to some of 
the already launched CESA Thematic Clusters. The CESA cluster on Education 
Planning will be launched in November 2017. A draft indicators framework has been 
developed and shared with key partners and RECs for review and comments. The 
launch of the Education Planning Cluster will be preceded by a technical review and 
validation of the indicators framework. 
 
In the discussions, members commended the work done and stressed the importance 
of EMIS while expressing concerns over limited capacities of Member States in Data 
collection analysis and timely reporting. 
 
The Experts requested the Ministers to: 
 
CALL on the African Union Commission, The Government of Democratic Republic of 
Congo and the 11 member states of BASE to resolve the debt owed to BASE 
pensioners, in order to facilitate revitalization of IPED; 
 
FURTHER CALL the African Union Commission and the Government of Democratic 
Republic of Congo to extend the leases on IPED’s properties; 
 
CALL on the Government of Democratic Republic of Congo to renovate the IPED 
offices; 
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REQUEST the African Union Commission to expedite operationalization of IPED with 
staff and equipment; 
 
SUPPORT efforts aimed at strengthening National EMIS for evidence based decision 
making. 
 
ITEM 11:  PRESENTATION BY PARTNERS 
 
Presentation on ADEA was made by Mr. Shem Bodo. He informed members that ADEA 
has developed a Framework for Action following the 2017 Triennale in Senegal and was 
supporting the thematic clusters in partnership with the Inter-Country Quality Nodes  
 
COMED, FAWE and One Campaign made brief presentations on their work in support 
of implementation of the Continental Education Strategy for Africa. They expressed their 
commitment to collaboration under the various thematic clusters. 
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REPORT 
PARALLEL SESSION ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 

 
During the 2nd STC-EST meeting, the experts on Science and Technology had a parallel 
session on the 21st of October, 2017 to discuss progress made on the implementation of 
the 10 years Science, Technology and Innovation Strategy for Africa (STISA-2024). . 
STISA -2024 calls for a stronger, more dynamic and sustainable research and 
development enterprise capable of translating scientific discoveries into products, 
services, and processes required for Africa’s sustainable development and contributing 
to achieving the aspirations of the long-term African Union Agenda 2063 and the Global 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In response to STISA-2024 implementation 
the Member States, RECs, the Commission, NEPAD Agency, and other regional 
institutions launched a number of projects during the period October 2015 to October 
2017 with a view to deploy science, technology and innovation across various socio-
economic sectors.  

 
This report highlights the key activities undertaken in the implementation of STISA-2024 
by the various institutions on the continent. 

 
2. ATTENDANCE 

 
The following countries were represented at the conference:  Burundi, Comoros, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Libya, Mozambique, Niger, Senegal, Sudan, 
South Africa, Swaziland, Togo, Uganda, Zambia.  
 
The following regional institutes and development partners were represented at the 
conference: African Academy of Sciences (AAS), The African Capacity Building 
Foundation (ACBF) NEPAD Coordination and Planning Agency (NPCA), Forum for 
Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA), Regional Universities Forum for Capacity 
Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM). 

 
3. OPENING 

 
The Chair of the Bureau Prof Hany Abdulaziz El-SHEMY from Egypt and Programme 
Director, Dr Mahama Ouedraogo, welcomed members to the session. 

 
4. PROGRESS REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF STISA-2024 

 
AGENDA ITEM 1: AUC/HRST Science, Technology and Innovation Programmes 
 
The representative from the Department of Human Resources, Science and 
Technology, Mr Hambani Masheleni, (Senior Policy Officer) presented the progress 
report on the implementation of STISA-2024, the status and operationalization of the 
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Pan African institutions i.e. Pan African Intellectual Property Organization (PAIPO) and 
African Scientific, Technical Research and Innovation Council (ASRIC), the African 
Union Research grant, African union Kwame Nkrumah Science awards and the EU-
Africa cooperation in STI. 

 
In the discussion that ensued after the presentation, the following were highlighted:  

 

 Welcome the initiatives of the Commission and recommended the need to 
build synergies with existing programmes, platforms and collaborate with 
other institutions such as the AAS, and the RECS; 
 

 Recalled the Decision by the Heads of States and Government on Pan 
African Intellectual Property Organization (PAIPO), including the offer by the 
Republic of Tunisia to host PAIPO and urged the Member States to ratify 
the PAIPO Statutes, and the Commission to work closely with regional IP 
institutions in particular OAPI and ARIPO and WIPO in the implementation 
of this decision; 

 

 Commended the Commission for the efforts to mobilise resources to 
support the implementation of STISA-2024, in particular the AU-Research 
Grant, and urged Member States to avail domestic resources to 
complement the funding of R&D in the Continent. This is more so with 
regard to the reforms taking place at the AU to urge for self-reliance, in 
particular funding our Programmes; 

 

 Appreciated the support from development partners such as the EU, for  
Science and Technology Programmes and urged Member States and 
Research Institutions to provide co-funding where necessary; 

 

 To pay attention on basic issues such as higher education, African Quality 
Assurance Agency to address quality research, education, journal and 
patenting as well as to empower and create network of education.  

 
In this regard, the Senior Officials request the Ministers to: 
 

 REQUEST the Commission to develop a reporting template for the 
implementation of Science, Technology and Innovation Strategy for Africa – 
STISA-2024, to enable Member States to report on their initiatives during 
the STC-EST; 

 
(i) Pan African Intellectual Property Organization (PAIPO) 

 

 URGE the Commission and the Republic of Tunisia in 
collaboration with WIPO and Regional IP Organizations in 
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particular OAPI and ARIPO and national IP Institutions to 
expedite the implementation of this decision; 

 

 TAKE NOTE of the ratification process of the PAIPO Statutes; 
and 

  

 CALL UPON Member States to ratify the Statutes; 
 

(ii) ASRIC 
 

 URGE the Commission to build synergies with existing 
programmes, platforms and collaborate with other institutions 
such as the AAS in the implementation of the ASRIC platform; 
 

 REQUEST the AUC to conduct the Congress meeting in 2018 
and report; and 

  

 CALL UPON Partners, Member States and RECs to support the 
launching of ASRIC. 

 
(iii) AU Research Grant 

 

 COMMEND the EU for the technical and financial support to the 
AU Commission for building its capacity to set-up and manage a 
continental research and innovation funding programme for the 
continent; 

 

 CALL UPON the Member States, research institutions and 
Universities to actively participate in the programme, in particular 
in the Calls for Proposals; 

 

 URGE the Member States, RECs, the Private Sectors and other 
Development Partners to collaborate with the Commission to 
boost the programme as a sustainable Pan African Instrument for 
financing R&D and Innovation in the continent; 

 

 URGE Member States to avail domestic resources to 
complement the funding of R&D in the Continent. This is more so 
with regard to the reforms taking place at the AU to urge for self-
reliance, in particular funding our Programmes. 

 
(iv) AU Kwame Nkrumah Science Awards 

 

 TAKE NOTE of the launching of the 2017 Edition of the African 
Union Kwame Nkrumah Science Awards; 
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 REQUEST Member states and RECs to widely disseminate the 
award calls; 

  

 CALL UPON Member States, the RECs and Partners to enhance 
synergies with similar awards programs at regional and 
continental levels in order to gain efficiency and sustainability; 
and 

 

 URGE Member States to take ownership and support the African 
Union Kwame Nkrumah Science Awards. 

 
(v) AU - EU High Level Policy Dialogue 

 

 COMMEND the progress being made through the HLPD on STI 
to strengthen AU-EU cooperation on STI and as a platform for 
jointly addressing global challenged through co-owned and join 
R&I partnerships; 
 

 WELCOME Roadmap towards a jointly funded EU-Africa 
Research & Innovation Partnership, with focus on Climate 
Change and Sustainable Energy (CCSE); 

 

 CALL UPON the Member States, RECS, and Private Sectors to 
take ownership of this process and support the implementation of 
the R&I Partnerships on the identified topics. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 2: African Union High Level Panel Report on Emerging 

Technologies 
 
The representative from the Department of Human Resources, Science and Technology 
Dr Monica Idinoba, (Principal Scientific Officer) presented progress report on the work 
of the AU High Level Panel on Emerging Technologies. She recalled  the AU Summit of 
July 2016 that endorsed the request by the Technical Specialized Committee (STC) on 
Education, Science and Technology that the NEPAD Agency working together with the 
AU Commission should advise Member States and the Regional Economic 
Communities (RECs) on matters of technology prospecting including regulatory and 
ethical requirements that need to be put in place in order for the continent to benefit 
from Emerging Technologies for economic development and environmental 
sustainability.  In response to the above resolutions and decisions, the Chairperson of 
the AU Commission appointed a ten-member High-Level African Panel on Emerging 
Technologies (APET), to advise the Union, its various organs, and Member States on 
how Africa should harness Emerging Technologies. She further highlighted that detailed 
studies with recommendations has been undertaken by experts on the first three 
technologies - Gene drive for control and eliminating malaria, drone technology for 
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transforming Africa’s agriculture and micro-grids for expanding Africa’s access to 
energy, taking into account relevant criteria, , while analysis of the next 7 technologies - 
water purification, next generation medicines, next generation batteries, 3D Printing, 
synthetic biology and artificial intelligence is being considered. 

 
In the discussion that ensued after the presentation, the Senior Officials highlighted the 
following:  

 

 Appreciated the High Level Panel for the progress being made in identifying 
appropriate Emerging Technologies for the implementation for STISA-2024 
and realization of the Agenda 2063. 

 
The Senior Officials request the Ministers to: 
 

 TAKES NOTE of the commendable action and progress taken by the 
Chairperson of the AUC in the implementation of the Assembly decision 
(Assembly/AU/Dec.618 (XXVII) par. 19), by appointing the African Union 
High Level Panel on Emerging Technologies (APET); 
 

 TAKES NOTE of the progress that APET has made since its inception and 
the first three technologies that it has analysed and drawn 
recommendations that have been proposed for consideration by the AU and 
Member States. The three emerging technologies are Gene Drive for 
control and elimination of malaria; Drones in the horizon: transforming 
Africa’s agriculture; and Micro-grid: empowering communities and enabling 
transformation in Africa; 

 

 REQUEST all Member States to actively contribute to the work of the APET 
when requested to do so; 

 

 CALL UPON Member States, the RECs and Partners to familiarize 
themselves with the work being done by APET. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 3:  GMES and Africa 
 
Dr Tidiane Ouattara (Space Science Expert and GMES & Africa Program Coordinator- 
HRST) stated that the rationale for GMES & Africa is to continue addressing the 
growing needs of African countries to access and use space-derived data for 
sustainable development policies through deployment and integration of Earth 
Observation systems responding to African requirements and needs in identified nine 
thematic areas (i) Long term Management of Natural Resources; (ii) Water Resource 
Management; (iii) Marine & Coastal Areas Management; (iv) Food Security and Rural 
Development; (v) Climate Variability and Change; (vi) Disaster Risk Reduction; (vii) 
Health; (viii) Conflict and Political Crisis, and (ix) Infrastructure and Territorial 
Development. The initiative being implemented in phases started with an open call in 
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first three thematic issues for which grants will be awarded to successful Regional 
Implementation Centres.  
 
The discussion that ensued after the presentation is: 
 

 The GMES & Africa program presented a good opportunities for Africa but 
there is less communication on the program. In response; it was mentioned 
that the all Member States were informed and the programme is 
implemented in partnership with Regional Economic Communities (RECs) 
and Regional Development Communities. 

 
The Senior Officials request the Ministers to: 
 

 WELCOME GMES & Africa Support Programme, which builds on existing 
initiatives, to support African Earth Observation System to tackle mitigation 
and adaptation to climate change, disaster risk reduction, post 2015 
sustainable development including management of environment, blue 
economy and natural resources; 
 

 APPLAUD The signing of GMES & Africa Support Programme Financing 
Agreement between AUC and the European Commission in December 
2016 and the progress made in its implementation including the successful 
selection of  the Regional Implementation Centers through an open call for 
proposals; 

 

 CALL UPON Member States to foster ownership of the programme in order 
to ensure its sustainability by aligning the related activities with the national 
and regional strategic policy and economic priorities, and in providing co-
funding, human resources and all kind of support. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 4: AU Scientific Technical Research Commission (STRC) 

Programme and activities 
 
Dr Ahmed Hamdy, the Executive Director of STRC in his presentation on the 
implementation of STISA 2024, mentioned key programmes and activities as STISA 
2024 policy analysis; African Union Network of Sciences (AUNS); Africa’s STI 
Challenges and Climate change; Mitigating the Impact of Natural Hazards in Africa; 
African Health Research Capacity Building; Towards strengthening and establishing 
African societies in scientific fields and practices which includes African environmental 
societies and federation of African engineering organization; STI for youth 
empowerment and wealth creation; and Eco-innovation and inclusive innovation. 
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The Senior Officials request the Ministers to: 
 
(i) African Union Network of Sciences (AUNS) 

 

 TAKE NOTE of the progress made since the inception of the 
programme; 
 

 CALL UPON the AUC and Partners to avail resources - human and 
financial for the network to be fully functional; 

 

 FURTHER CALL UPON Regional Research and Education Networks 
to avail their data and support the AUNS. 

 
(ii) Africa Health Research Capacity Building 

 

 TAKE NOTE of the progress made in the MoU between AUC and the 
Government of India; 
 

  APPRECIATE the effort of the Government of India for hosting the 
first and second meeting on the partnership; 

 

 FURTHER APPRECIATE the efforts of UNESCO and Merck 
International in supporting the capacity building of scientist in the field 
of health sciences. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 5:  The African Observatory for Science, Technology and 

Innovation (AOSTI) 
 

Dr Philippe Mawoko, the Executive Director of AOSTI presented work done by the AU 
observatory in STISA implementation. He highlighted that the Agenda 2063 and the 
SDGs have strengthened the relevance of Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) processes 
and reiterated the importance of Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) data and 
indicators in decision making processes. These include: (i) The Committee of the ten 
Heads of State Champions of Education, Science and Technology.  Appropriate STI 
indicators are required for this undertaking; (ii) The rules of procedure of the Specialized 
Technical Committee on Education, Science and Technology (STC-EST) emphasizes 
the importance of data and indicators for good governance in Africa and urged member 
states to provide STI data to the African Observatory for Science, Technology and 
Innovation (AOSTI). 

 
He noted that while there are some regional efforts to collate STI data and build related 
indicators, a wide gap persists between the demand and supply of STI data. In this 
regard, ECOWAS funded AOSTI to undertake a Bibliometric study for the scientific 
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production of its member states.  AOSTI is profiling national innovation systems in 
ECCAS and conducting design and evaluation of innovation policies training. 

 
The Senior Officials request the Ministers to: 
 

 TAKE NOTE and appreciate the progress made in the development of an 
M&E model for STISA-24; 
 

 COMMEND AOSTI and the STISA M&E Working Group for initiating the 
development of the STISA M&E Framework; 

 

 FURTHER COMMEND ECOWAS for proving funds to AOSTI to undertake 
a Bibliometric study of the ECOWAs Member States which constitutes a 
building block of the STISA M&E Framework; 

 

 URGE the Commission to avail resources to operationalise the STISA M&E 
Model; 

 

 CALL UPON Member States, RECs and relevant partners to support the 
development and implementation of the STISA M&E Framework. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 6:  Preparation of the African Innovation Outlook 
 
Dr. Tichaona Mangwende of the NEPAD Agency presented progress on the 
preparation of the African Innovation Outlook 3 (AIO3). He stressed that STI indicators 
measured at appropriate levels are useful tools for any business or nation. Well 
measured indicators can assist effective planning and resources allocation, priority 
setting on resource use, and monitoring and evaluation of science, technology and 
innovation programmes and activities. The AIO3 will be ready for publication by 15 
January 2018. He also presented progress made on the implementation of Science 
Granting Councils Initiative (SGCI), implemented with the support of the United 
Kingdom (DFID), Canada (IDRC) and South Africa (Department of Science and 
Technology, and National Research Foundation).  He indicated that the SGC is a 5-year 
(starting August 2016) initiative aimed at strengthening the capacities of Science 
Granting Councils (SGCs) in Sub-Saharan Africa to support research and data-driven 
policies that will contribute to socio-economic development. A total of fifteen SGCs from 
Burkina Faso, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, Ethiopia, Côte d'Ivoire, Ghana, 
Botswana, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Senegal, Zambia and Zimbabwe are 
participating in the SGCI.  

 
The discussions focused on how innovation is measured, how R&D contributes to 
innovation and the process of validating the data that is collected. The meeting was 
informed that innovation is measured following the guidelines of the Oslo Manual 
(2005). The characteristics of firms (location, age, size-expressed as number of 
employees or turnover per year, economic activity by industrial sector classification, 
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etc.), types of innovation (product, service, organizational and marketing) and 
innovation pipeline (successful, abandoned and ongoing) were given as some, among 
many, of the important variables that are measured for innovation. It was also explained 
that innovation may be in the form of a product, service, business model or marketing 
that is new to the market, new to the firm or new to the world. The newness of a product 
to any environment (market or firm), may determine whether the innovation is radical or 
incremental. Since the current innovation measurement system focuses on 
manufacturing and services, it was emphasized that policy makers and actors within a 
National Innovation System need to understand the sector in which innovation is taking 
place.  

 
The Senior Officials request the Ministers to: 
 

 CALL ON Member States who are actively supporting the ASTII 
programme to continue with the good work that they are doing; 
 

 URGE Member States to actively support (i.e. financial, human and social) 
and own the Science Granting Council Initiative; 

 

 TAKE NOTE of the progress in preparing the African Innovation Outlook 3 
and the opportunities to advance the use of STI indicators presented by the 
Science Granting Councils Initiative. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 7:  Update on preparation of AU research for health strategy 
 
Dr Ereck Chakauya from NEPAD-SANBio presented the progress on developing the 
Research for Health and Innovation Strategy. He informed delegates that the Research 
for Health and Innovation Strategy has been duly drafted and is currently undergoing a 
series of consultations aimed at receiving further inputs from a wide range of 
stakeholders. A third and final round of experts’ consultations is expected to take place 
in Accra, Ghana from 25 to 26 November 2017. 

 
The discussion that ensued after presentation:  
 

 The African Health Strategy recognizes the significant role of research and 
Innovation in producing medical products and technologies for achieving 
health goals and targets. This can go a long way to reduce the cost of 
medical equipment and maintenance, and create opportunities for medical 
tourism in Africa. The strategy also takes into consideration the issues of 
one health to include both human and animal health. The issue of 
harmonization of regulations, though a challenge, is being considered as 
the work progresses. Knowledge sharing and experiences as well as 
scaling-up of research outcomes are also of paramount importance.  
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The Senior Officials request the Ministers to: 
 

 TAKE NOTE of the update on the consultative process and the remaining 
milestones towards finalisation and integration of the Research for Health 
and Innovation into the Africa Health Strategy (2016-2030) 

 
AGENDA ITEM 8:  PARTNERS PRESENTATIONS 
 

i) The African Academy of Sciences (AAS) 
  

Prof Felix Dapare Dakora, the President of the African Academy of Sciences, 
presented the African Synchrotron project. He highlighted that to achieve STISA 2024 
and deliver on the AU Agenda 2063, high quality research and research infrastructure 
such as a Synchrotron are required. He stressed that the economic benefits of a 
Synchrotron are many, and include boosting Africa’s scientific research, tracking 
diseases (Malaria, TB, Ebola, HIV/AIDS, etc.), and increased application of novel tools 
in Agriculture, Energy Synthetic biology, Environment, Paleobiology, Minning, 
Manufacturing and Genomic research. He stated that the project has the support of the 
African Higher Education Sector, Research Institutions in Africa and the Academy’s 
partner, the Royal Society (UK). He noted that Africa is the only habitable continent an 
earth without a Synchrotron.  
 
The comment that followed this presentation is: 

 

 The proposal of a Synchrotron for Africa is a welcome development and 
South Africa emphasized the strategic importance for Africa to invest in 
large-scale continental research infrastructures, such as the Africa Data 
Intensive Research Cloud, to accelerate the development of the continent’s 
science capacity. 

 
The Senior Officials request the Ministers to: 
 

 COMMEND AAS for the support it provides to the Commission; 
 

 CALL ON the Member States to support the Pan-African Synchrotron 
initiative. 

 
ii) The Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA)  

 
The representative of FARA, Dr. Irene Annor-Frempong presented progress on the 
work by FARA and partners towards implementation of STISA Priority 1: ending hunger 
and achieving food security in Africa. The interventions of FARA are centered on 
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implementation of the framework for Priority 1, namely, the Science Agenda for 
Agriculture in Africa. She reported that consultations on the Science Agenda Agriculture 
had been held in 41 Members States and implementation had been initiated in five tier 
one countries (Egypt, Ghana, Malawi, Rwanda and Senegal). 

 
The Senior Officials request the Ministers to: 
 

 APPLAUD the commitment by tier-one countries to initiate the 
implementation of Science Agenda for agriculture in Africa (S3A) as the 
main vehicle for harnessing STI to power their drive to end hunger by 2030; 
 

 NOTE that the current interventions fall short of the threshold required to 
put Members States on course to end hunger by 2030; 

 

 CALL UPON Member States and RECs to implement the Science Agenda 
for Agriculture in Africa, and specifically to: 

 
a) Strengthen the coordination of planning and implementation of 

agriculture STI policies and programmes at national and regional level. 
This will entail establishing the relevant knowledge bases; 
 

b) Increase the scale and quality of domestic investments towards 
mainstreaming the science agenda for agriculture in national plans 
and programmes; 

 
c) Develop critical capacities (human, infrastructure and systemic) for 

Biosciences and Biotechnology in particular; 
 

d) Set agriculture STI performance indicators and targets, and establish a 
mechanism for tracking and reporting progress towards these targets. 

 
iii) Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture 

(RUFORUM) 
 

Dr. Moses Osiru, the Deputy Executive Secretary of Regional Universities Forum for 
Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM presented programmes within RUFORUM 
that contributes to STISA implementation. He indicated that RUFORUM has 
implemented the STISA 2024 since 2014 when MoU was signed with the AUC and key 
achievements during this year included:  

 
1. The modernization of curricula to support improved university community 

engagement, entrepreneurship and leadership and management. Further 
80 PhD and 283 Master students were enrolled bringing the total number of 
RUFORUM supported postgraduates to 2152 (1716 Masters and 436 PhD) 
over the 10 year period. 
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2. RUFORUM implemented 122 university led research projects (valued 

together at over US$7million) at its member universities to support re-
orientation of university research toward smallholder farmer focus and 
prepare graduates practically for future employment. Three Community 
Action Research Program (CARP) Projects (worth over US$1million) to 
strengthen the Pig, Potato and Cassava value chains respectively in 
Uganda and Kenya. These new projects will include collaboration with 
TVET institutions. The three projects are expected to cumulatively reach 
over 15,000 farming households.  

 
3. RUFORUM together with the World Bank are designing the ‘Strengthening 

Higher Agricultural Education in Africa (SHAEA)’. The proposed initiative will 
focus on university led agricultural transformation in Africa. An investment of 
US$250 million is proposed through IDA funding. 

 
4. RUFORUM initiated discussions with the Private Sector at various levels 

and Heads of States1 to develop models for university engagement with the 
private sector to stimulate agricultural innovation for transformation in Africa. 

 
5. RUFORUM supported resource mobilization for universities through 

proposal writing workshops, technical backstopping and mentorship to 
support higher agricultural education. Over Euro 6.5million was mobilized to 
support HAE. 

 
6. Enhanced access to information on sustainable rural development through 

publishing two volumes (Volume 1 Issue 3 & Volume 2 Issues 1 &2) of the 
African Journal of Rural Development 
(http://www.afjrd.org/jos/index.php/afjrd). RUFORUM produced and shared 
20 issues of the RUFORUM Weekly and initiated the RUFORUM 
‘Quarterly’. 

 
7. RUFORUM initiated a ‘visioning process’ to reflect on how RUFORUM can 

play a ‘catalytic role’ in driving agricultural transformation in Africa by year 
2030 to support Agenda 2063-the Africa we want. 

 
The discussion that followed after the presentation: 
 

 RUFURUM activities is spread across only few countries while some 
countries are excluded. In response, it was stated that RUFORUM started 
with 10 member and has increased to 26.  

 
 

                                                           
 

http://www.afjrd.org/jos/index.php/afjrd/issue/view/14
../../../../../idinobam/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/IE/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/P9RKK01S/Volume%202 Issues%201%20&2
http://www.afjrd.org/jos/index.php/afjrd
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The Senior Officials request the Ministers to: 
 

 ACKNOWLEDGE and affirm support for the initiative of the World Bank with 
RUFORUM with pilots in six countries to strengthen higher agricultural 
education in Africa towards the Agenda 2063; 
 

 URGE the AUC through the Pan African University to co-host the sixth 
biennial conference in Nairobi, 2018. 
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