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THE INSTITUTION OF 3RD APRIL AS AFRICA RENAISSANCE DAY 
(Item Proposed by the Republic of Senegal) 

 
1. The History of Africa has been characterised by landmark events that have 
shaped the destiny of the continent and of humanity. Going by what is known to 
humankind at the moment, it is agreed that Africa was home to the earliest hominids, 
thus making this continent the cradle of humanity. This is buttressed by the excavation 
of the fossils of Lucy discovered in Ethiopia in 1974,  with an estimated age of about 3.2 
million years, and those of Toumaï discovered in Chad in 2001, estimated to be about 7 
million years old. 
 
2. This fact leads to the suggestion that Africa is the land of the earliest cultures, 
whereby humankind exercised action on nature to achieve specific objectives. 
Archaeological research helped to demonstrate the correlative emergence in Africa of 
early knowledge and skills that enabled humankind to initiate the domestication and 
transformation of nature.  Consequently, Africa cradle of humanity is the cradle of 
universal science. 
 
3. The earth was thus populated from the primordial African stock, meaning that all 
humans were originally Africans. Africa’s age-long progress produced civilisations 
whose splendour and contribution to humanity’s progress are invaluable. This is 
unequivocally illustrated by the civilisation of ancient Egypt and the great empires of the 
Middle Ages.                    
 
4. Africa’s history has, however, seen brutal downturns which have had lasting 
effects on the march of its peoples towards progress; downturns represented by Slave 
Trade which spanned the 16th and 17th centuries, and by Colonisation which was 
initiated in the 19th century, generally remaining in place up to the middle of the 20th 
century. The first tragedy, Slave Trade, had the effect of bleeding Africa of its able-
bodied population, thereby slowing down the pace of its development, and at the same 
time implanting a large Diaspora of African origin in the American continent. 
Colonisation for its part, rocked to their very roots and, in some cases, obliterated the 
cultural and sociological structures of African peoples, with long-term alterations to the 
foundations of Africa’s traditional economies. 
 
5. Despite the magnitude of the tribulations imposed on Africa by history, Africans 
have in no small measure distinguished themselves by their incomparable resilience 
driven, among other things, by firm belief in a destiny shared by Africans in the continent 
and Africans of the Diaspora and, beyond them, by humanity at large. On this score, in 
the 20th century, Africa played an active part in the two world wars to liberate humanity, 
despite having endured so much servitude. 
 
6. As a continent that has played a historic role as the transit and meeting point of 
humanity, a continent with rich diversity of peoples and cultures, Africa has always 
contributed to the integration of non-indigenous cultures, thereby generating symbiotic 
and cross-fertilization of cultures which represent the leading edge of humanity’s future.  
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7. Driven by their shared tribulations and historical memories, and by the need to 
reposition Africa at the centre of the world to play its primordial role in enhancing the 
manifold progress of its peoples and of humanity at large, men and women of goodwill, 
Africans of the continent and of the Diaspora, have held high the idea of an African 
Renaissance. Cultural, economic and scientific renaissance, African unity and a strong 
African presence in world governance - such are the noble goals set for themselves by 
eminent personalities in the political, scientific and religious arena and in the civil 
society, personalities who have left their footprint on the sands of history. 
 
8. African Renaissance is thus not a back-up action couched on nostalgic feelings; 
nor is it intended to seek revenge for the wrongs of history.  Rather, African renaissance 
strives to build the future of Africa and its Diaspora in a complex world in which isolated 
voices have difficulty being heard.  
 
9. Thus, in a 21st century-world characterised by geopolitical reconfigurations 
symbolised by the rise of the emerging countries as they are called, the creation of huge 
political and economic entities of continental dimension, the predominance of modern 
means of information and mass communication that contribute to wide dissemination of 
knowledge and the energetic rebound of culture in all its aspects, at times in its most 
contested forms, Africa should necessarily embark on its unity and enkindle its 
renaissance. 
 
10.  To this end, African Renaissance should not be construed solely as a protest 
movement for cultural assertion; rather, it should drive all initiatives that seek to unite 
and develop the continent, and achieve stronger presence for Africa and its Diaspora on 
the world scene and in key international decision-making institutions. 
 
11.  In this regard, strong and rallying symbols are highly important, as they help to 
create and foster a common awareness, the bedrock of constructive action. 
 
12. Considering that the African Union, an organization that represents Africa’s 
commitment to build a United States of Africa, should play this role of mobilising 
awareness towards a common objective, namely, the socio-economic development of 
African peoples and the assertion of Africa’s presence in world governance; considering 
that, by virtue of the principles and objectives enshrined in its Constitutive Act, the 
African Union also has the moral duty to initiate actions in all fields to project Africa’s 
image, the Continental Organisation should declare 3 April  African Renaissance Day 
and consider this act as a founding and renewed symbol of the new orientations and 
responsibility of the African elite vis-à-vis their peoples, and of Africa in the context of 
globalisation. The African Union should therefore induce and vigorously encourage its 
Member States to celebrate this Day as an occasion to focus on Africa’s new challenges 
and to demonstrate firm resolve to tackle the challenges in a harmonious manner. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“We are determined to deal once and for all with the scourge of conflicts and violence on 
our continent, acknowledging our shortcomings and errors, committing our resources 
and our best people, and missing no opportunity to push forward the agenda of conflict 
prevention, peacemaking, peacekeeping and post-conflict reconstruction.  We, as 
leaders, simply cannot bequeath the burden of conflicts to the next generation of 
Africans.” (Paragraph 9 of the Tripoli Declaration of 31 August 2009). 
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