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ON THE CONVENING OF J,_ SPECIAL SESSION 
OF THE UNITED Nl~TIONS GENERb.L ASSEl"IBLY 
=============~======================== 

In his letter of 31 Janua.ry 1974 to the United Nations 
Secretary-General, President Houari Boumediena,Chairman of the 
Revolutionary Council and the Council of Ministers of the Demo
cratic and People's Republic of Algeria reg_uested the convening 
of a special· session of the United Nations General Assembly 
to consider problems affecting the development of world economy 
and international co-operation. 

This initiative which has become a matter of urgency be
cause of the current situation, responds to the basic and constant 
concern of all the developing countries and is a direct follow-
up of the recommendations of the Fourth Conference of Heads of 
State or Government of Non-1~ligned Countries held in Algiers from 
5 to 9 September 1973. 

The failure of "the various sessions of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development held in Geneva, New Delhi and 
Santiago, Chile may be explained by the lack of political will 
on the part of the industrialized countries to organize inter
national economic relations on the basis of the principles and 
objectives outlined in the Algiers Charter and the Lima Declara
tion. 

The Fourth Bumm:j.t Conference of Non-Aligned Countries held 
in Algiers at a particularly crucial time in international rela
tions showed that the Third World's struggle for development 
can only be won through the ~ecovery and control of its natural 
resources. 

Today, this concern has become particularly acute. ~he 
progress achieved by the oil exporting countries in their efforts 
to recover and increase the value of their natural resources and 
their endeavours to use them for development purposes have 
prompted the industrialized countries to react to what they have 
chosen to call enery crisis. 
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For the first time in the history of world economic rel.a·-· 

tions, this situation has unquestionably brought to l:tght the 

fact that the rapid growth of the economies of the industrializeu 

countries actual1y depends, to a grea·i:; extent, on ·che actual 

transfer of the wealth of the Third \~orld throl'.gh a calculated 

policy of supply of raw .materials at the lowest price and in 

quantities to meet their ever-growing deman<l.s • 

1rhe experience of the oil-exporting countries has also s~cY.oJD 

that the solidarity and concerted action of all rs.w-material J.1"L'O·

ducing countries, give them a bargaining power cap~ble of re-· 

dressing the existing system of relations between the developed 

and developing countries. 

'rhe revision of the pr.ice levels and st:c-uctm7e of -::aw 

materials will allow for a world-wide re--distributio:·. of income;o 

through a global revision of the terms of trade and the establish

ment of relations which, if they ar.e to be more equi t_able, should 

take into account, the legitimate right of each people to deve- · 

lopment and progress. 

Given such a p<:~'.'rJpective,. it is not surprising that so;.:u 

developed countries, through extensive campaign" sustained and 

arranged by them, should attempt to divide and mislead t~-ie deve

loping countries as a whole with the obvious uim of maintaining 

an obsolete international economic order .and imposing solutions · 

dictated by their exclusive interests. 

Despite the ever-deepening .differences between the U 08 ·"·· 

and the nine members of the Common Market on monetary ancl tre.de 

problems as well as political and military mattei·s concerning ·ciw 

future of .the litlantic i•lliance, the choice of the participar.i.ts 

and the age:ii-£:g. of the Washington meeting as well as its outcome 

clearly show/intention to establish under the auspices of the 

hmericans, a real condominium over the countries of the Thiru 

World with a view to : ·· ~·edj_ng the eeonomic eP.cancipation groGeG:3 

initiated by the oil-exporting countries and maintaining direct 

or indirect control over the terms and conditions for their 

supply of raw materials. 
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It is against this background that the proposal of the 
President of the United States of America to convene in Washington 
a meeting of the oil consuming countries within the OECD should 
be viewed. 

France's initiative, which may be explained by its tradi
tional views on the system of markets of raw materials, certainly 
has the advantage of providing a more democratic framework for 
consultation and, somehow envisaging changes in economic rela
tions. 

However, by limiting tho discussions to the energy problem, 
it has a disadvantage of reckoning mainly with the current 
priorities of the industrialized countries and thereby, establish
ing pri.orities in international relations as a whole. 

Isolated from the overall problem of raw materials and the 
general context of economic relations between the developed and 
developing countries, the debates on the price and quantities of 
oil to be supplied to meet the growing demand of the industrialized 
countries would enhance, in the name of a one-way concept of inter
national solidarity, the idea that legitimate and sovereign steps 
taken by the oil exporting countries would be a hindrance to 
trade and the normal functioning of world economy. In fact, the 
developing countries are continually faced with all sorts of 
obstacles and are victims of constant violations of rules to suit 
the circumstances of the industrialized countries which have 
always opposed the establishment·of international solidarity and 
genuine co-operation. 

The use of the international monetary system without 
regard for its adverse effects on the developing countries, the 
discrimination and obstacles to their participation in world 
trade ·on equitable basis, the refusal for several decades now to 
transfer technology and lastly, the multiple means of pressure 
used, impede development efforts and are intended to perpetuate the 
dependence of the developing countries. 
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Like all the other countries of the Third World, the stand 

of the non-aligned countries was dictated by the need to ensure 

the conditions of a veritable democratisation of international 

relations as the only way of attaining a balance based on justice, 

sovereignty and the right of States to development and progress. 

Thus a joint action at international level is not only 

desirable but more than over necessary. The present situation 

should therefore be consider:.·_·_ by all, not as a circumstantial 

phenomenon but as the beginning of a serious and salutary change 

in international relations. 

In the circumstances, Algeria has requested the convening 

of a · session of the United Nations General Assembly 

for useful discussions on development as well e.s international 

economic relations in all aspe• os for the purpose of establishing 

a new system of relations based on equality and tho common interest 

of all States. 

To live up to tho expectations of all parties concerned, 

such discussions must necessarily include matters relating to 

the following: 

,0~ 0F·AFR1c-1 - raw materials # j>-llCHIVEs 4f 
~~~ ~-s,.").agricultural and food products 

•·· ~~·;price changes and capital goods 
articipation on an equal footing of tho 

.. eveloping countries in reforming the international 
-" \.. on::-':;o::·"- E'~-eton and Il'Lcl tilateral trade negotiations. 

,)l'~\ ( ) 
"~·c:;:;::,; · · _ ' .. "'{~~ansfer of net resources for development 

", "· _. ,. ffinance 
0 '·-~ _,._.. /.;. ,, •• :· ~-
1'0"1 .," :~'<'--:·;~~~~'terms of transfer of technology from 

-1-1s,,;':<i'£Fi~n~c~ ~"<fl''" industrialised countries to developing 
1osv oe L'Ulll~~ countries 

The baeic claims of the developing countries will thus 

be brought to the forefront of the international scene. 

It is therefore imperative that they pursue consultations 

and harmonize their action in order to strengthen their solidarity 

to better defend their vital interests on the basis of the guide

lines set out by the movement of non-aligned countries and to 

ensure that the principles and ideals enunciated in the Charter 

of the United Nations prevail for the benefit of tho international 

community as a whole. 



AFRICAN UNION  UNION AFRICAINE

African Union Common Repository http://archives.au.int

Organs Council of Ministers & Executive Council Collection

1974-04

Memorandum Submitted by the

Democratic and People's Republic of

Algeria on the Convening of a Special

Session of the United Nations General Assembly

Organization of African Unity

Organization of African Unity

https://archives.au.int/handle/123456789/9161

Downloaded from African Union Common Repository


