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4. There were 36 items on the agenda, some items were proposed bY' 

r&lmber States. Apart fl'.om the plenary two Cammi tteeE) were formed to 

deal with these i terns. Cammi ttee I dealt with Human Heal th and Nutrition, 

. .Agriculture and Natural Resources ; whilst Commi.ttee II examined items 

on Education, Culture and African Languages. 

5., In all there were seventeen resolutions and recommendations adopted 
' 

for implementation by .Member States. 

" 

6. · The Report of the Thil'.d Ordinary Session of the Educational, 

scientific, Cultural and Health Commission is. hereby pl'.Bsented to the 

Council of Ministers in accordance with Article XII of the OAU 'Charter 

whi,oh states that 

"The functions of the Speoialize<l-Comrn1saion shall be carried out 
in aooordance with the provisions of the present Charter and of the 
regula.tions approved by the Council of Ministers. 11 

The Council of Ministers is therefore requested :-

(a) To note that the Educational, Scientific, Cul.tural and ReaJ.th 

Commission held. its Third Ord'inary Session in Reduit, 

Mauritius, from 10 to 14 December, 1973; 

{b) To approve the Report and the Recommendations 0:£ that &ssion• 



AGENDA 

1. i. (a) Opening Session 

(b) Election of Officers 

( o) Adoption of the Agenda 

( d) Organization of the Session' e work • 

011/584 (XXIII) 
Page 3 

. 2. Report of the Administrative Secretary-General. 

3. Human .Health and.Nutrition: 

(a) Progress report from Member States on their 

implementation of the OAU· Resolutions oonoerning 

health, environmental, sanitation and nutrition. 

(Res, ESCHC/68 1 ESCHC/69 1 ESCHC/78; 

(b) Report and recommendations of the Medical Advisory 

Panel on Blood, Liver and Spleen diseases in Africa; 

(.o) Report .and Becommendat ions of the Medioal Advisory 

Panel on Heil.1th Planning in Member States; 

(d) Report of a meeting of the representatives of ·the 

sponsoring. organizations of the Joint OAU/WHO/FAO 

Regional Fi!lod and Nutrition Commission for Africa; 

(e) Pilot Pro;!eot on. the establishment of a School Health 

Service in a Member State; 

(f) Pilo;t Projec;t on ·the establishment of an Occupational 
Health Service and. Safety in a Member State; 

(g) Implementation of Resolution ESCHC/Res, 16 (I) on 

co-ordination of action and co-operation against 

communicable diseases; 



' 
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(h) Preliminary a.ssessment,of nutritional status in 

Mem'Qer States; 

(i) by dietary survey; 

(ii) from national food balance sheets drawn from 

numerical data concerning staple food and 

animal resources. 

4. Natural Resources: 

(a) 

. (b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

Impleme!ltation of previous resolutions; 

Forestry development in Africa; 

An African regional plan for the Human Erivir~nment; 
' 

Project for Conservation of African Ecosystems; 

Project for a water resoUI'oes survey in Africa; 

Project to raise productivity of peasant farmers 

in Afrioa,t 

Project for the settlement of nomads in Africa. 

5. Agriculture: 

(a) Progress Report on: 

Regional Ph,vtosanitary training; 

Esta.blfshment of Regional Piant·Quarantine 

Stations in Africa; 

(b) Report of the meeting of the Executive Committee of 

the InteI'-Africa.n Ph,vtosanitary Council; 

( :.·, 

• 
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(c) Report of the meeting of Directors of Vet~rinacy 

Services of Africa and National Organizations of the 

Joint Campaign Against Rinderpest; 

{d) Progress. Report. on the Development ,of Medicinal Plante 

and Traditional Pharmacopoeia, of Afrioaf 

. (e) ~endments to the Intel'-African Phytosanitary COml'ention 

(It.em proposed by MALAWI); 

(f) Research Centres on African Medicinal .Plants and 

Establishment of Regional Pharmaoeutioal Industries 

based. on African Medicinal. Plants ( Item proposed by 

CAMEROON) .•. 

6. Af:r.'.ioa.n Languages 

(a) Programme and Priorities o:f the Int~Africa.n Bureau. 

of Languages; 

(b) Notes for a,programme of j'oint action. 

7• Eduoation 1 Training and. Culture: 

(a) Implementation of previous resolutions; 

(b) Report of the ,il.dministrative Seoretary-Gena1'0.l on tlie 

Survey made on pre-primary Education in Member St.ates;· 

{c) Report of the Administrative Secretary-Gane'.t'al on the 

Progress of the Second Pan-African Cultural Festival; 

(d) Report of the working group on "Th" Problems of 

Contemporary African \rt"; 
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(e) 'Proposal concerning the aoti:vities of OAU in the 

field of culture for the next two years; 

(f) Formation of a Panel of experts ta propose possible 

ipnovations in currioul.a freform and methods of 

teaehing in Primary and Secondary Sohocls; 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

(j) 

The Formation of a P!>Uel of Experts to study and 

report an the progres.e of Ad.ult/Continuing Eduoa;t,io:a,. 

in' Membe:- States ( Item proposed by NIGERIA); 

Project to ereate and establish in Dakar an Executive 

Seoretariat of OAU for .matters of EdU.Oation, Culture 

and Human Scienoes (Item proposed by SENEGAL)f 

Education Technology in the Context of Teacher 

Education ( Item proposed by MAURITIUS); 

' Teacher Education in Mauritius (Item proposed by 

MAURITIUS). 

8. Date and Venue of the Fourth Session of the Education, 

Scientific, Culiural and Health Commission. 

9. ,/ixl;f other business. 
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THIRD SESSION OF THE EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC, CULTURAL 

AND HEALTH COMMISSION, 

Reduit, Mauritius - 10 - 14 December, 1973• 

RAPPORTEUR'S REPORT 

l. At the ltind invitation ,of the Government of Mauritius, the 

Third Session of' the Educational,· Scientific 1 Cultural and Health 

Commission took place at Reduit 1 Mauritius, from 10 to 14 December, 1973. 

Twenty four Member States of the OAU and five Specialised 

Agencies of the United Nations which were represented as observers took 

part in the work of this Session1 (See complete list of participants 

at Appondix v). 

3. The inaugural speech of this Session was made by RaEa the 

Aot.ing Prime Minister of Manritius 1 Mr. Veerasamy Ringadoo 0 

SPEECH J3Y H.E. MR. VEERASP.J!Y RINGADOO. 

In his weloome 1 the. Acting Prime Minister affirmed the African 

·vocation of Mauritius by stating, among other things that "for Mauritius, 

the faot that this Conference is taking place here is another evidence 

of the recognition of our African vocation. For, despite superficial 

differences 1 we do feel we are part of Africa, however a f~off outpost 

in the Indian Ocean our Island mey look. For Africa, todey, it not a 

mere geographical concept. It has. come to connote todey 1 a range of 

commo_n human problems, a common struggle, identiail aspirations, the 

economic and social/development of some 350 million people. An Mauritius 

is proud ,to be an active part of this entity and would like to bring :l.11_s 

contribution to the common effort and to the common task", 

In this yea:r of the loth Anniversary of the Organization of 

African Unity, H.E., Mr. v. Ringad.oo took the opportunity of the meeting 

of the OAU Commission to stress the important role pleyed by the Organiz­

ation in consolidating African Unity and in the development process of 

Africa. He noted "the Organization of African Unity is today ten years old 

and is the only authentic voice of Africa. During this rather short 

existence, it has succeeded in bringing about among the African 
countries a sense of unity and common purpose. Unity and 
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common purpose :first in the political :field, :for many of our countries 

gained their indepe,ndence only over the last decade, So that we have 

been able to crystallize around that sense of commonness_, our aspiratiorz 

and struggle :for dignity, respect and better lives for our people. The 

Organization of African Unity has brought together our otherwise solida::·~­

voi_ces and enables us to play a more effective role in the business of 

the wide world, I' 'Would like therefore to take thie opportunity to pay 

tribute to the Organization and also to all those who have either inspire; a. 
its role or actually work to make it a dynamic reality",· 

Referring to the agenda of the meeting the Acting Prime ~tinister 

of Mauritius declared 1 "The :research work you do, the experienoe and 

knowledge ·you agree to share, all that can have a dramatic impac~ on so 

m11ny million lives. Against the background, of quiet expectation of thoeo 

millions of lives, yours is indeed a challenging task. And a task whic!! 
-•.· 

requires the passionate involyement of all of .us, 

You will meet here during the next :few days to take stock of 

achievements in the past, to report on progress and to share the f;;ui ts 

of your experience. But I am very glad that your looks are also turned 

towards the :future, .. For I note that your agenda contains more than :fif-, 

teen projects, plans and proposals over a wide scope of activities for 

the future, I am sure that you will bring to this task that spirit of 

co-operation and self-reliance which have mostly characterized your actj.on 

in the past. For we, nations of the Third World, fcnow no better virtue 

than self-reliance, coming to grips with our problems and bringing to t~~m 

solutions tha_.t are relevant to our societies"• 

SPEECH BY MR. MUSTAFA AHil'JED GUSBI 

On behalf of. all the African delegations present, Mr, Must~:fa 

Gusbi, Head of the Libyan delegation, thanked the Government and People of 

Mauritius :for the warm welcome accorded to all the 'participants in the 
• 

Third Session of the OAU Educational, Scientific, Cultural and Health 

Commission. 

After emphasizing the very rapid progress made by Africa in all 
' :fields since the accession of the African States to independenoe, the He1:r' 

of the Libyan delegation expressed the hope that the discussions would l:;:.J 

to realistic conclusions, 



CM/584 (XXIII) 
·Po,ge 9 

SPEECH BY THE -AfSISTANT SECR3TARY GENERAL OF OAU 

In hie illeech Mai tre Kamanda Wa Kamanda, Assistant Secretary­

General of the Organization of African Unity pointed out that ''develop­

ment is a global ;Process of structural changes" and that "the real pro·· 

plem is that of avoiding growth without development ·and attaining devel.:-;~· 

ment within growth". 

He set the tune for the Committee's subsequent discussions 

by defining the aim of the Mauritius meeting whioh was: to study the 

contribution of education, art, culture and technology to development. 

He said: "It is within the framework of a specific vision of 

the world that the culture of a people is. borni in other words it is the 

whole gamut of the spiritual and material values that this people oreatcc 

and forges throughout its evolution in time and in space. 

This brings, me to say that each people had found answers to the 

problems ·of its existence, and had established .a speoif'ic system repre···.:: 

sen ting its vision of the world. Each people had .establishe.d its oul "tt:-:::', , 

its civilization and its own social values. The African was no exceptic,n 

to this movement of humanity. No culture is superior to any other beoat~i,0 

no people is, and no race is"· 

It is therefore a testimony of the empty vanity of the coloniz'·"Z 

west for having endeavoured to judge the other peoples, other peoples, 

values and cultures, by exclusive reference to the criteria of a civiliz~­

tion or a culture that is basically relative. It is therefore i:in insoler­

vanity, and an insolent aberration to have tried, and to continue tryii:g 

to universalize criteria established by one people, in a given country 

with specific climatic, geographical, phYsioal, psychological, historical 

and philosophical conditions. 

After emphasizing that the western pattern and cUl.ture should r,o·" 

necessarily constitute the main sources of inspiration for African develo~­

ment and after demonstrating that "to totally accept a foreign culture i.i 

to accept alienation". "Africa", Maitre Kamanda s.aid: "ahould reject 

Metropolitanism, Eurocentrism and all other vulgar and depersonalising 

egotisms, for the sake of her autonomous developmeut; and for this, Afrj ,a 

should learn to know and to love her culture". 
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• 
"Colonialism came into Africa through the door of Cultural nega tior; ;r • 

''By denying our culture,. colonisation denied us everything inclu­

ding .the human essence. It was thus that the continuity of our culture 

was disrupted, and that our autonomous development slowed down for oentu:rie<'· 

It was thus that our gods were cast away. It was thus that our lands weru 

taken because "God couldn't. tolerate that amidst the movement Of universal 

energy there should lie this great inactivity, this prodigious inertia, I 

daj:e say this provoking dumbness, •• ,~ to restore it, this untimely stagna t.:,m, 

to the universal movement" (Aime Cesaire: Et las Chiens se Taisent) "And 

the Dogs :Barked no More" j He referred to "this dehumanising machine which 

crushes man1 in this conflict between conscience and the money and profit 

civilization which makes guinea pigs of inen; pollution, ~he rape of nature, 

which will be published by NA TORE I a law of compeinsaticn "1 and the misdeeds 

and shortcomings of the Consumer Society. 

The Assistant Secretary-General of OAU called on the delegates to 

forge a culture which "translates the genius of Africa and which is permcab:e; 

to the language of modernism", "We should therefore encourage inventiver:c._,:, 

initiative and creativity among Africans, and can never sufficiently repc~o 

the necessity for us to use our African ·experts in our development e:f:f'ort, 

instead of others, o:f equal competence, precisely because our own experts 

vibrate with the rhythm and pulsations of African culture and can know 

our anxieties and impatience", he added. 

Finally, Mai tre K. W. Kamanda thanked the representatives of' the 

International Organizations and the United Nations Specialized Agencies 

(UNESCO, FA0 1 WHO, UNDP 1 UNEP) :for having accepted to come to Mauritius to 

give to the OAU meeting the benefit of '.'the~r sympathy, their invaluable 

know-how and, their vast experience!'. 

Owing to the :fact that some delegations were unable to reach 

Mauritius on the date :fixed :for the :first meeting of the Plenary Session, 

i.e. 10 December 1973 1 the opening had to be postponed to tae following 

day, Tuesday li December 1973 1 9.30 a.m. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

At the plenary meeting of 11 December 1973 1 the delegates unani-

mously approved the proposal made by the Read of' the Tunisian delegation. 

concex·ning the composi ticn of the :Bureau of the Third Session of the Commissi~·:'. 

The Tunisian proposal was seconded 'by the delegations of Senegal and Alger::Ca 
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./. 'll'.· ., 

His Excellency Mr. Rajmohunsingh Jomadar, M.L.A.19~:Minister of 
~~"> Education and Cultural Affairs and Head of the Mauri~ia:i~elegation was 

elected Chairman. · :l/,f 

Dl'. Mahfouz Mahmood, Minister of Public Eealt~'1 the Arab Republic ',i, 
of Egypt, was elected Vice-Chairman; His Excellency Mr~ ;\lllias Eleazar Sipt. 

: .· . i 
Dahla, lYd.nister of Si;ate for Education and Heal th of .. Swaziland was elected 

. \ ~ 

second Vice-Chairman. Mr, Victor de Madeiras, Director of Cultural Affair(· 

in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Togo was appointed rapporteur of 

the Commission. 

After the election of officers, 

into two Committees: (the one in charge 

natural :resouroes (Committee I) and the 

,, 

·' the Commission decided to split 
~· • i ' 

of soienc~, teoholpg~, health and . . 
other in charge o.:f DJ,a tters ·per.-

' . 
taining to education, culture and .African languages (OommAttee II).;. 

"' ., ,\•"l • 

The 'Egyptian Minister of Health, First Vice-Cha~an of the 

Commission was entrusted with the task of presiding oveJ.'. C:onim;L ttee I. The . ; 

Minister of Culture of Swaziland, Second Vice-Chairman of't~e Commission . ' 
was elected Chairman of Committee II. 

Each Committee then settled down to organize its work, elect a 
·' 

rapporteur and set up· a drafting committee, 

COMMITTEE I 

Committee I appointed the representative of Cam=oan as rapport& .. ~' 

. and set up a drafting committee composed of Sudan, Nigeria and Mauritius. 

Its agenda covered the following i terns: 

1. Human Health, and Nutrition 

(a) Implementation of the OAU Resolutions concerning health 

environmental sanitation and· nutrition (Res. ESCHC/68, ESC:-~/~:, 

ESCHC/78); 

(b) Report and recommendations C:f ~he Medical .Advisory Panel 011 

Blood, Liver and Spleen diseases in Africa; 

(o) Repori; and recommendations of the .Medical Advisory Panel on 

ll'.ealth Planning in Member States; 

(d) Report of a meeting of the representative of the sponsoring 

organizations of the Joint OAU/WHO/FAO Regional Food and NutritioP. 

Commission .for Africa; 

\ 
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(e) Pilot Project on th~ establishment of a Sohool Health Service 

in a Member State; 

(f) Pilot Project on the establishment of an Occupational Health 

Service and Safety.in a ~Ember State; 

(g) Implementation of Resolution ESCRC/Res. 16(1) on co-ordina­

tion of action and co-operation against communicable diseaseq 

-(h) Preliminary assessment of nutritional status' in Member States 1 

(i) by dietary survey; 

(ii) from nati.onal food balance sheets drawn from numerical 

data concerning .staple food and animal resources, 

2, ·Natural Resources 

(a) 

(b) 

(o) 

(d) 

.Implementation of previous resolutions; 

Forestry development in Africa; 

An Afric~n regional plan for the Human Environment; 

Pt"ojeot for Conservation of African Ecosystems; 
. 

(e) . Project for a water resources survey in Africa; 

(f) Project to raise productivity of, peasant farmers in Afric2; 

(g) Project for the settlement of nomads in Africa. 

3, Wioul ture 

(a) Progress Report on: 

- Regional Phytosanitary training 

- Establishment of Regional Plant Qµ.arantine Stations in 
Africa; 

(b) Report of the meeting of the Executive Committee of the 

Inter-African Phytosanitary Council; 

(o) Report of the meeting of Directors of Veterinary Services 

of ~frica and National Organizations of the Joint Campaign 

Against Rinder:pest; 

(d) Progress Report on the ~evelopment of Medicinal Plants 

:and Traditi"onal Pharmacopoeia of Africa. 
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4. Items Proposed by Wember States 

(a} Amendments to the Inter-African, Phytosanitary Convention 

(MALAWI) 

(b) Research Centres on African Medicinal Plants and Establish­

ment of Regional Pharmaceutical Industries based on African 
"' Medicinal Plants (CAMEROON) i' • 

(D) Report of the present Status of the Drug Researoh and 

Control Centre 

(d) Formation of National Cqmmittee for ESCHC 

(e} Health Planning in Africa. 

COMMITTEE II 

Committee II appointed the representative of Kenya as rapporteur 

and set up a drafting committee composed of Libya, Senegal and Ethiopia. 
, 

.Af'ter a brief exchange of views on the draft agenda, especially on the 

items proposed by fOOmber States, the following, agenda wa~ adopted by the 

Committee. 

1. Education 

(a) Implementation of previous resolutions• 

(b) Report of the Adminiisitrative Secretary-Cle.neral on the 

Survey made on pre-primary eduoa°tion in Member States. 

,(o) Formation of a Panel of experts to ~repose possible 

innovations in curricula reform and methods of teaching 

in Primary and Secondary Schools, 

{d) Proposal to establish .in Dakar an Executive Secretariat 

for matters of Education, Culture and Arts (Senegal) 

{ e) The formation of a panel of Experts to study and report o;·, 

the progress of Adult/Continuing Education in Member States· 

{Nigeria) 

(f) Education Technology in the Context of Teacher· Education 

{ lfiauri ti us) 

(g) Teacher Education in ~auritius, 

\ 



" 
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(a} lle:port. 0£ the. .Admi.W.strative Secretary-General on the 

Progress of the Second Pan-African Cultural Festival. 

(b) Report of the working grou:p on "The Problems o£ Contemporary 

African Art". 

(o) ~oposal concerning the activities ot OAU in the field of 

culture for the next two years~ 

3~ African Lengµages 

(a) Programme and Priorities o£ th& Inter•Atrioan llureau of 

Languages, 

(b) Notes for a programme of joint action, 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE I 

The Committee I of the Third Ordinary Seesion o~ the 

Educational, Scientific, Cultural and Health Co.mmission of OAU met 

on 12 December, 1973• Ii;, was presided over by Professor Dr. M, MAHFOUZ 

of Egypt and Mr. OWANA of Cameroon was elected as Rapporteur. 

Item 3: Human Health and Nutrition 

Sub-item I 

Implementation of Previous Resolutions 

ESCHC/9l(III) 

The Secretariat did not produce a Progress. Report-becauae-­

Member States had not submitted their Progress Reports on the. 

implementation <>f Resolutions .• 

The Chairman, the Secretariat and delegates of Member States 

emphasized the fact that it would not serve aIJ3 use:f'u.l pu~oae·to 

/- "aaopt·-:resoltxLions if-Member St.ates did not take_acti6n··~n them. Member 

States were urged to forward Progress Reports at their earliest -conv hlience B~ that they could be distributed to the various bodies 
I 

concerned, 

.The Conimittee approved unani~ously Resolution No.I proposed· 

by the deiegate of Sudan and supported by the delegates . .of Ken.ya and 

Arab Republic of Egypt .• 

. -...... . 

----- Disoussionia were held on the .implementation of the resolution 
-

adopted in Cl'ai.ro during the Second Ordinary Session of the ESCHC 
' ',. . 

relating to the Sjmposium on Bilharziasis 0 Ken.ya produced.a.;woitte~ --·-

report on Bilharzia;fek(Annex ·1),. Oral, reports fr9J1LS11darbf"-
'-

Kenya and Egypt were given~··. 

The Chairman expressed great concern about the molluscioide · 

..--..., -c.tre;;ct;~t___of irrigational water c·.;;ried: out oi;t a large scale because 
'-..... .. 

of the risks· <>f°C-hemi._oe,l pollution. The Chairman poi'>uted out .th.rt there 

--
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was a lack of information on oumulat'ive toxic effects on humans and 

animals and stressed the need for greater efforts to be made in hrder 

to devise new biologioa.l methods to combat the snails._ He alee laid 

emphasis on the importance of utilising therapeutic methods to combat 

this disease. He invited Kenya, Sudan and Egypt t<> come together to 

discuss this very important medical problem and report to the Committee 

on their findings. 

The Committee urged Member States to implement Resolution 

ESCHC/Res.27 (II) ~n Bilharzia.sis which was adopted by the Seo~nd 

Session of the ESCH Commission. 

The Egyptian delegate o~tioned against the possibility of 

cress infection by t-lre v±rus of infective hepatitis resulting from 

mass treatment of bilharzia.sis; he recommended the use of disposable 

syringes. 

Sil'b-i t em !! 

Repcrt and Recommendations of the Medical Advisory Panel on Blood 

Liver and Spleen ESCHC/87 (III) 

After general discussions the Cemmittee adllpted unanimously 

the report and the recommendations ~ontained therein. However the 

Cemmittee approved the following amendments: 

(i) deletion of the word "Black" from "Black Africa" on· 

pages 3, 5, 12 1 a.no. 14 to read "Africa". 

An addition _:to the last paragraph of page 10 Mncerning: 

sickle cell anaemia reported with opthalmic 

complications. This addition reads as follows: 

"Some oases, suffering from Sickle Cell Anaemia 

complain of blurring vision. On examination the 

fundus shows· r~tinal haemorrhages. 'Blood examination 

reveals Sickle Cell Anaemia. (Egypt:!.an delegation). 



(iii) An addition to page 10: 

01'1/584 (XXIII) 
Page 17 

"Siokle Gell.Anaemia was reported in the non-

Afrioan Community in Mauritius" (Mauritius delegation)• 

Resolution No.' 2 was adt>pted. 

Sub-item 3 

Repoi;rt and recommendations of the Medical 

Adviso;cy Panel on Health Planning in 

Member States. 

ESCHC/88 (III) 

The Report and Recommendations were unanimeusl,y ad.spted 

after some discussion:·;--Th&-dif'.fi_culties of comm~ication betwe-en· 

the OAU Secretariat and Member States were· disousEl_ed 1 and a resalution 
\ ----

adopted on the subject ( Res. ESCHC/Res.I (III). --

Sub-item 4 

Implementatirm of Resolution ESCHC/Res.16 (I) on co-.,:'tiination 

Of action and co-1>peration against diseases. 

The Committee took note of the decument whioh 1 in its view 

pr..,vides useful information from Member States. 

Sub-item 5 

Pilot Project ~n the establishment of School Health .Services in 

a Member States ESCHC/95 (III)& 95a(:UI) 

The health service for children ~f sohool age versus the 

soho~l health service was discussed, It was stressed that the 

school-age children health_servioe should be given,priority because 

all children in this age group did n1>t find places in schools. This 

P~lnciple was accepted, Written reports oonoerning sqhool health 

service ~~ submitted by Kenya (Annex II) lill;d (Annex III)by- Mauritius. 
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Oral re~ris from Swaziland, Suda.D, Egypt, T<>gti., Guinea-:jlissau and 

Nigeria were given. In the course llf the discussions, it was stated 

that several African Oouniries had well-daveloped Sohool Health 

Service, but the informa(ion on t/le aubjeot in respeot to other 

Member States was not readily available. It was decided that Pil~t 
' 

Prejeot would be adopted and implemented .in those Member States where 

suoh services are non-e~istent.. The OAU Seore~8,riat was requested te 

secure beforehand all the relevant, informat ~on t' that effect-. 

Sub-item 6 

Pil~t P~ject on the establishment of an Occupational Health 

Serll'ice and safety in a ,Meniber State ESOH0/96 (III) 

The Oommitiee took note of the document. It was agreed· 

that the health servioes priorities in each Member State should be 

taken into account. Oooupational Health Seri.rice ahd Safety was 1 at 

the moment, n.ot one of the priorities •. However, it was suggested that 

a:f'J3 Member State wishing to embark on this PrPject .should train her 

own persoruiel rather than import Experts from outside. On these 

grounds, the Committee disagreed with the contents of the project. 

Sub-item 7 

Report of a meeting of the representatives of the sponsoring 

organizations of the Joint OAU/WHO/FAO Regional Food and Nutrition 

for Africa ESCHC/87 (III) 

The Committee took note of the report. Ai;reement on the 

choice of a Sociologist with bias towards nutrition extension was 

emphasised. 

I 
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Sub-item 8 

Preliminary assassment of nutritional status in Member States 

ESCHC/98 (:J:II) 

The Cmnmittee noted with oonoern that Member States ha.d not 

}>rovided di.etar,y Surveys and Food Balance Sheets to the 'Secretariat 

as requested. The Egyptian and ~auritian de~ega.tions mibmitted 

Wl"itten -ports {A.nnexesIV and V to this dooum-Ont). Wher"las an 

.cll'<d report was given by Swaziland. The document ...,,s adopted and 

-the need f-o:s- eetabliBhiacr'· good -0ommunioiffione botwoen tha lkmber 

Biio:tcs Mld +.he Seora'l<a.1"i~+. w~~ reiterated 

Sub-item 9 ,• 

' It was agreed that D16lnutrition and endemic diseases were 
I 

~ant factors in causing n.-.~tal diseases in the. Contine~t. The 

Mauritian delegate requested observer status with the OAU for the 

.Association of African Psychiatrists but ;the Cnnnni-tt .. e did not di:souss 

the subject a.a this was not within. its functions. 
' 

AGRICULTURE 

··Item 7 
Su l:J.o. it 0lll I 

Progress Report on: 

Regiorta,l Phytosanitary training 

Estahlishment. <>f R<>giDnal Plant Quarantine 

Stations in Africa (Document ESCHC/114 (III). 

The c .. mmitt<>e noted the aotivities of the Executive 

Soore;tariat in La.gos and cf the Inter-Afioioa:i. P~S<W.i~ ~-
~ 
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regarding the training' of pbytosanitary, inspeotors and phytosahi tary 

assistants which help Member States in achieving their targets foi; 

trained manpower in this field. 

The Committee also noted the establishment of regional 

'plant quarantine stations in. Africa and urged th.e Executive 

'Secretariat to. co-operate with Member States, UN Specialized Agencies 

~"-· •ther donor agencies, in f'rder to wflrk out a detailed plan for the 

establishment of more stations. 

Sul:r-i tem 2 

Progress Report on the Development 6f Ji!edicinal Plants 

and Traditional Pharmaoopoeia of Africa (Document ESCHC/ll5 (III) 

The Committee noted the work done in the field of Medicinal 

Plants through joint· projects carried out by the OAU Executive 

Secretariat (Lagos) in collaboration with Ife University (Nigeria) 

and Caira Universi'ty (Egypt). It is hoped that further work will begin 

soon in Dakar, Kampala and Tananarive.. The Committee emphasized the 

need and urgency for the exchange 
' 

in the field of medicinal plants; 

of information regarding ~search 

It also suggested that a f\lll list, 

of medioinal-·plants in Africa should be compiled, The c6mmittee als4 

-t<X>k note of the work being carried out by the East African Medicinal 

Research Council. The Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt, 

represented by the chairman of the Committee, H;E, PNf, Dr. M, Mahfouz 

invited the 'OAU to hold the second Inter-African Sympostum on Medicinal 

Plants and Traditional Pharmacopoeia of Africa in Cairo ,(Egypt)during 

the second half of 1?74• He also presented a Report on the Present 

Status of the drug. research ahd control centres. in Egypt (Dooument 

ESCHC/89/ADD, 8) and pointed out the future ro1e of Af'rioa in 

suppiying the Ip'ternational markets with Medio:Lnal Plants as given in 

ESCHC/115 ADD.!• 

, . 
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Report of the meeting of the Executive Committee ~n the Inte:r-African 

Ph,ytosanitary Council - Document ESCHC/116 (III) 

The Committee took note of the report and the expansion 

of activities of the Inte:r-Afrioan Phytosanitary Council as indioated 

in this document. 

Sul>-item 4 

Report of the Meeting of Directors of Vete:dnary Services nf Afrioa 

and National Organizations of the Joint Campaign against Rinderpest 

.(Document ESCHC/117 (III) 
---~-·· 

·- -

The__Jleport of' the meeting of Directors of Veterinary Services 
_/ . 

and National Organizers of the Joint Campaign Against Rinderpest 

(D<>cument ESCHC/117' (III) was ncted by the Committee. During 

discussions, the Commission noted with concern the faot that after 

the OAU mass vaccination Campaign against Rinderpest, some Member States 

tended tu relax the very 'essential duty of the execution of follow-'lilp 

·--measures owing to shortage, of funds and personnel. It urged the Member 

States tu make every effort to carry out this very essential work . 

and also submit regular Progress Reports on their activities to the 

Secretariat. 

Sul>-item 5 
• ' I 

. Phytosanitary C:mvention for Africa (Document ESCHC/93 (III). 

This item was discussed in connection with item 8 (I). 

Amendments to the Inter-African Phytosanitary Convention 

were proposed by the IllPSC (Document ESCHC/89/ADD.I (III). 

The Se.cntariat presented the Convention which was approved ----by the Council of Ministara-ai;_ its Ninth Ordinary Session in Kinshasa,· -----· ---...--zail'afrom 4 to 10 September, 19G\7. ·-. 

... -·--· "--~ 
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Mr. V ,J .• B. GONDWE 1 delegate from' Malawi and .. l!llrrent 

chairman of the Inta~African Phytosanitary Council presented the 

emendmants proposed in Document ESCHC/89/ADD.I (III). The Committee 

' was informed of the results of the 12th meeting of the Council held 

;'rem 17 to 20 Sept.emberJl973 in Blantyre (Malawi). 

The Committee adopted the amendments in Document ESCHC/89/ADD.I 

(III) with the following corrections: 

l. ARTICLE I 

Sub-item 3 to read in the first line. "In Articles "f the 

Convention•i • ,, instead of" Article VI and XI 0f the Convention"••• 

2. ARTIC'LE V. 

To read i1THE CO!l"J.IITTEE .AND ITS FUNCTIONS." 

There shall be a C1'mmittee of__tjie-·~cil which shall be 

made up of nationals <>.f Member Statesa.nd chosen by the .Council by 

virtue of their pr)fess!l.r.nal mJ>tlt'a·. 

2. Each Member Speci-ali'Si;--0£ .. :t.hi.s Committee shall hold ,.ffioe 

for four years, but during each Ordinary Session of i;he Committee.half 

o:f' the Member Specialisj;.s shall resign. Such Members shall be eligible 

for re-.election.. The quorum shall be made up of half. of the Members 

... f this Committee. 

The Committee shall be empowered to take immediate deoisions 

on technical questions that need urgent action after having consulted 

the Panel ·Of Scientific Consultants. All its decisions shall be 

approvP.d by simple majority of Participating Governments. In the 

case of emergency, this majority will be obtained later on from 

participating Governments by telegramme. 
' ' 

The Secretariat was asked to pass the adopted clooument t• 

the ~egal Department of OAU for adequate drafting before being subnitted 

to the forthcoming Couricil of Ministers. 



- - . -· 

• 

CM/584- (XXIII) 
Page 23 . 

RESOLUTION ON COUUMNICATION AND FOLLOW UP ACTION 

BETWEEN OAU AND MEMBER STATES 

The Eduoa t:i:.onal, Scientific, Cultural and Heal th Commission 

of the OAU in its Third Ordinary Session, meeting in Redui t,. Mauri ti\18 1 

from· lo to 14 December 1973· 

Noting the. difficulty in exohang13 of information between the 

Member States and OAU in matters referring to Educationq Scientific,, 

Cultural and Heal th Department; I 

Aware that the rapid exchange of this information and data is 

.essen'tial to both sides; 

Reoommends to Member States to establish systems of effective 

communication betw~en the OAU Scientific, Cultural and Heal th Department 

and various Ministries concerned through ·the set.tillg up as a national 

office or bureau in._Member.-States. 

·-.. 

.-
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RESOLUTION OF THE OAU SCI3NTIFIC ADVISORY PANEL 

ON BLOOD, LIVER AND SPLEEN DISEASES 

The Educational, Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission . ' 

meeting in its Third Ordinary Session in Reduit; Mauritius, t'J'om 10 

to 14 December, 1973• 

Having diecuseed the report and recommendations in Document 

ESCH0/87 (III) of the OAU Scientific Advisory Panel on Blood, Liver 
' arid Spleen diseases! 

Aware of the increasing incidence of liver .diseasee in .Afi'ica; 

Noting that there are several special :features and trends in 

lUoOd diseases in Africa1 

Ji\l:rther nctin.g' th@t some of. these diseases ban be early detected; 

.Desirous that these diseases should be detected and contrblled; 

1. Adopts the-:t'ecommendations in the amended Document ESCHC/87(III); 

2, Urges that these recommendations be implemented by Member 

States
1 

individually vr jointly whe:nev.er it i.s feasibleJ 

3. , Further urges Member States to encourage research "Work . . 
in these fields and to cooperate with one another. 

' 
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RESOLUTION ON OAU SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY PANEL 

ON HEALTH PLANNING 

The Eduoationi;!l, Soientifio, · Cultural and Heal th Commission 

meeting in its Third Ordinary Session from 10 to 14 December 1973 in 

Reduit, Mauritius. 

Having discussed the report end recommendations in Document 

ESCHC/88(III) of the OAU Soientifio Advisory Panel on Health PlanningJ 

, Aware of the importance of heal th planning for the Progress 

and development of heal th services ·41 Melliber:··States; 

-·--·-

1. Adopts the report and its recommendations in Document 

ESCHC/88(III); 

_ 2.. Urges that these recommendations be implemented by Member 

States,; 

3. Urges Member States to seek WHO assistance in this field 

when necessary. · 
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RESOLUTION ON PROGRAMME .AND PILOT PROJEC.T ON THE 

.ESTABLISHMENT OF SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES IN 

MEMBER STATES 

'1\..1..!.9')\ 

The Educational, Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission 

of t:be OATI in its Ordinary Session meeting in Redui t, Mauri tius 1 

from 10 to 14 December, 1973· 
,, 

Having discussed the Programme and the Project bn the establish'-

ment •f Sohool Health Services in some Member States; 

' Aware that' information should be obtained specially from 

Member States that do not have such services; 

Concerned about the health and welfare of tlie school-age chil­

dren as well as school children; 

1. Adopts the programme and pilot project in Document 

ESCHC/95-95A(III); 

2. Urges Member States to prov~de the necessary information 

to OAU before its implementation of the pilot project; 

3~ Requests Member States to have an offioer·at the Central 

Government Level to co-operate with OAU in the establish­

ment of this Service. 

I 
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" . 
~ 

-l!ESOLUTION ON PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF NUTRITIONAL 

STA'IUS IN MEMJ3ER STA'l!ES 

--

The Ed1.1cational, Soientifio, C1.1ltural and 'e:ealth'Commission 

ot the OAU in its Third Ordinary Session meeting in Reduit, Mauritius, 

:from lO to 14 Daoembe.r 1973· 

'Having disOW>S&d Document ESCHC/!)8{III) <>n Asa~----· 

Nutritional Stat1.1s of Member States~ ----~ .. - - ------ · 

-- Aware of' the impact of' malnutrition on the eqoio.eoonomiQ .QOJ:l'o"' --.... ' . 

di tions ~ the progress achieved by Member Sta.tee in taokling this 
' ' -

proQlelllJ ~ 

··•· 

Desirous that ~n.shoulQ. .no l~ exat. in.Afr~ 

~. Adopts . .Do-Ownenta ESCHC/98(III)1 

' ~. Urges Ma.mber staws--.to establish a sys~111< tf National 

Food Balance Sheats and_ oommu.,µ.caa 1be.iJt .zoesul.ts _to OAU 

Secretariat; ----
J. 'Further urges .Member Sta-te~ 'to carry 01.1t dietary surveys 

and also comm1.1nicate the results 

--
.-~·--­---· · ----------

~-
/ -

--· 
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RESOLUTION ON TEE EXECUTION OF FOLLOW UP 

MEASURES IN RINDERPEST CONTROL IN WEST 

AND CENTRAL AF1l.IOA 

The Educational, Soien~ifio, Cultural and Health Commission 

of the 'oAU in its Third Ordinary Session meeting in Reduit, Mauritius, 

from lO to 14 December, 1973. 

Noting the Report of the meeting of Directors of 'Veterina~y 

Services of Africa and National Organisers of .Toint Campaign against 

Rinderpest (Document ESCHC/117 (III)); 

Concerned about -the fact that after the masa vaccination 

campaign against Rinderpest, some countries have not effectively 

executed the essential activities of follow up measures as outlined 
' by the Directors of 'Veterinary Services and approved by the OAU Heads 

of States; 

Aware of the dangeri; to the livestock industries of Africa, 

if this disease reappears; 

Recommends that M;imber States concerned must make definite 

efforts to fulfil these ,requirements 

'- I 
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Implementation of ,Previous Resolutions: 

Dooument ESCHC/99 (III) 

The Secretariat explained the difficulties it faced in 

get.ting information from Member States: regarding their implemente.tien. 

•f previous resolutions. It also gave details of its activities in the 

implementation of Res. ESCHC/Res. 22 (II) on Mineral Resources and 

the position regarding Resolution ESCHO/Res.23 (II) on Territorial 

Waters. The view was expressed by some delegates that all Member 
• 

States should co-operate with the Secretariat in giving it the 
\ 

information it requests for. 

oountries 1 such information is 

nationals of those.countries. 

It was also. mentioned that in some 

regarded as classifi:ed even to the 

The need for all. African States te 

participate effectively in the UN Conference on the law of the Sea 

was stre~a9d. Concern was expressed by ,aome delegations about the I 

political implications of the extent of territorial-waters. It was 

decided to leave this issue to be'taok~ed through the·usual politioal 

ohannels and in ooop~ration with the Asian and Latin American Groups 

at the UN C"mmittee on the Sea,-bed and the Ocean Floor. 

Su~item 2 

Forestry Development in Africa - ESCHC/100 (III) 

There-wa.§._~eement on the contents of the document. 

Some delegates however stressed the need for research on. noes breeding• 

logging in difficult areas, preservation of forest produce, utilisation 

of wood waste and utilisation of new tree species existing in Africa. 

It was suggested that there should be close collaboration.among 

Member States in carr;y-ing out inventoriei; .. of forest resources and to 

ensure that forest management praotioes take into account the need 

for strict conservation measures to prevent exploitation by 
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"ooncessionaires leading to a degradation •f fores~ areas. It was 

..• als• stressed that the ESCH Department sheuld act quickly on the guide­

lines laid dewn in this paper. Member States, exporters of forest 

produoe 1 were urged te take ·inte, acc•unt the special needs·of·•ther 

Afric~ St1>tes, importers of forest produce, in deciding their export 
I 

policy for these commodities. It was also stressed that more forestry 

poho•l§ sh•uld be established on a regional basis. The problem of 

encroachment of forest lands by land..,..use praotioes other than forestry 

was raised and •the Secretariat was requested to liaise with FAO to 

8.dvise Member States on the areas of their lands which they should 

keep under forest. It was alst'. decided that ,.a, jeint OAU/FAO 

symposium on Forestry be held to disc~ss at an international level the 

quest~on of Forestry developments in Africa. The need for concerted 

action among African States exporters of1forest resources and an 

adequate countri,13s· to act eollectively to increase their bargaining 

power and thus ensure them higher revenues from their raw materials 

whioh so far. have been the subject of shameless exploitation. The 

Secretariat was urged to take up this matter with all OAU Member 

States. Addenda from Nigeria and Sudan appear as appendix to this 

document. 

Sul>-item 3 

Conservation of African Ecosystems - Document ESCHC/101 (III) 

The importance of the conservation of ecosystems in Africa 

was stressed by several delegations. However, it was mentioned by ~ne 

delegation that that problem has alreaa,Y been dealt with by the OAU 

Symposiuln on Arid and .Semi-Arid Lands of Africa· in Khartoum in Mey, 

1972 and that to accept the project in its present form would be 

superflous. The Secretariat pointed out that the Khartoum Symposium 

did not deal with a1l types of ecosystems existing on the African 

.\ C•ntin;;nt and which are ·being threatened tct-da,y. After a long 

discussiQn •n the subject, it was decided that instead of a symposit:m 

as proposed by the Secretariat a panel of experts be oonvened-'t• stuccy-
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the Report of the Khartoum Conference on arid and seini-arid lands of 

Africa and to assess the stage of implementation of the resolutions 

and recommendations. Additional reports "n the current state of' ·,~ 

conservation of' these ecosystems ·should be collected by the 

Secretariat and passed on the above-mentioned panel. 

Sub-item 4 

Water Resources Survey - ESCHC Dooument/102 (III) 

This project was ad<>pted. The Secretariat was requested t. 
obtain all relevant information from Member Countries •n the subject 

before the implementation of this project. 

Sub--item 5 

'frojeot to raise the produotivity of peasant farmers in Africa .. 

DQoument ESCHC/103 ·· (III) 

This project gave.rise t~ lengthy discussions. The importa.i:iee 

ef raising the productivity of peasant farmers was recognised by all 

delegations but there were reservations about the pr,.cedure mentioned 

in this document to tackle this problem. The problems of peasant 

fa;rmers are different in different countries and it was felt that t 

being given the work' already undertaken by Member States in this 

r~spect, the projeot as presented here would not serve any useful 

The Secretariat was requested to collect from Member States, 

all the necessary data to analyse them and tf' disseminate them t• all 

·oAU Member States. It was decided that that information would be 
' submitted to a panel of experts to recommend future action in this field 

to Member States. It was also suggested that the Seoretariat could d.9-

operate with the FAO in promoting farmer's training iil.stitutionli) and , 

agricultural education in Member States. 
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Sub-item 6 

An African Regional Plan fl)r the Human Environment -

n,cument ESCHC/104 (III) 

j 

The UNEP observer explained the work ef his Organization in 

the field of human environment and suggested that the OAIJ and UNEP . . - -· 

hold a joint meeting in Addis Ababa before Marcli, 1974, to diss;ues 

the. areas of.co-8peration between. the two organizations iµ this field, 

WHO also offered to participate in these discussions, The C.Ommissi.en 

neted the interest of UNEP in collaborating with.OAU, It requested 

the Secretariat t• convene a panel of experts to review African 

environmental problems and suggest areas of priority requiring the 

attention of the United Nations Environment Programme~ and urged the 

Seeretariat to hold consultations with UNEP and WHO and any other 

interested UN Ageuoies so as to orientate these in tackling African 

environmental problems. 
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RESOLUTION ON CON5ERVATION OF AFRICAN ECOSYSTEMS 

The Educational, Soientifio, Cultural and Health Commission 
I 

of the OAU, meeting at its Third Session in Reduit, Mauritius from 10 

to 14 December, 1973· 

Noting the scientific, cultural and economic importance of 

rican Ecosystems; 

""-....~ Realising the need to protect those ecosystems from further 

/

terioration through bad landuse practices; 

· Calla on_ the- OAU-Genera1· Seoretaria t to convene a panel of 

~-. experts to study the report of the Khartoum Conference on Arid and 

Semi,-,Arid Lands of Africa and to assess the stage of implementation of 

resolutions and recommendations; 

Requests the OAU General Secretariat to collect, from Member 

States, further information on the current state of conservation of 

the ecosystems and to pass it on to the above-mentioned panel, 
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The Educational, Soienti·fic, Cultural and Heal th Commission 

of the OAU, meeting at its Third Ordinary Session in Reduit, Mauritius,· 

.fr.Qlll 10 to 14 December, 1973• 

.N~tiPR the sooitr-eoonomic importance of nomads; 

Recalliqg Resolution ESCHC/Res,25(II) on the basis for 

cnsul'ing increasing agricultural .production and prcductivity of 

peasant farmers and nomads in Africa; 

Requests the OAU Secretariat, in oclleboretton witb..~slevant 
, UN Specialised Agencies, to oo1leot all available information from 

' Member States about 'the;ix ~riences in dealing with the problem 

o.f nomadism and to submit this information to a panel of experts whieh 

will draw up projects or groups of projects on the settlement of 

nomads on the African Continent. 
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RESOLU'l'ION ON 'IRE PRODUCTIVITY OF' PEA-sANT 

FARMEJRS IN AFRICA 

The EducationE1l, Scientific, Cul tu:ral and Health Commission 
• 

of the OAU, meeting at its Third Ordinary Session in Reduit, Mauritius, 

from 10 to 14 December, 1973· 

Recalling Resolution ESCRC/R.es..25{:u)_anJhe_ b_asis for ensuring 

increasing agricultural 'production and productivity of peasant farmers 

and nomads in Africa; 

Requests the O.AU Secretariat, .in collaboration with FAO, to 

oolleot all available .information from Member States, on their experi.&noes 

and method in raising tlle ag:L'icultural :productivity of peasant farmers 

and to submit th~cs J.::iformation to a panel of experts who will study 

them and submit reoo~mendations to guide Member States on future action 

in this fkld, 
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...-·· 
.~~--

RESOLUTION ON WATER RESOURCES SURVEY IN AFRICA 

The Educational, Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission 

of the OAU, meeting at its Third Ordinary Session 

from 10 to 14 December, 1973; 
in Reduit, ~ 

~ 
/ 

Realising the importance of safe .and adequate water supplies 

to ensure a decent standard of living to both ~d-lll'baft -~ 
lations! .. --

Aware of the faqt that a 00.:..Crdinated water policy is one -of 

. the pillus ,of a harmonious aocio-<lconomio development yol.ioy in 

A:f'r.ioa te>day; 

Invi tea the OAU General Secretariat tc work, in close coll.a-
• i 

boration with the relevant United Nations Speoialieed Agencies to 

help Member States, which have not yet done so, to undertake a wa:tei>~· 

re_souroes survey which will form the basis for the rational ~lop­

ment of thei~ water resources, 
\ 

\ 
\, 

.. 

--- .-· 

, 
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RESOLUTION ON FORES'fll.Y DEVELOPMEJ11T IN AFRICA 

The Educational, Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission 

of the OAU, meeting at its Third Ordinary Session in Reduit, Mauritius, 

from 10 to 14 December, 1973. 

Noting the importance of forests for economic, scientific and 

aesthetic purposes; 

Convinced pf._ the neaU~ -cooperation among OAU 

M&mber·Si;ates in tackling the problems involved in the development . ' 

ot the forestry resources of Africa; 

Calls on the 0AU1 in collabor,ation with FAO, to convene a 

.Symposium on Forestry i~ Africa; 

Recommends the setting up of an organization of African 

exporters of for~st produce to enable African countries to act collec­

tively to increase their bargaining power, thus ensuring them higher 

revenues for their raw materials which so far have been the subject 

of reckless and shameless exploitation. 
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REPORT OF COMM 1ITTEE II 

EDUCATION, CULTURE AND AFRICAN LANGUAGES 

I. Introduotion 

.Committee II of the Third Ordinary Session of the Educational, 

Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission of OAU met on 11 December, 

1973. It was presided over by H,E, Mt-, Elias Elleazar s. Dahl.a, M:l.niste.r 

of State for Education and Heal th of Swaziland, and the delegate :from 

Kenya was elected as Rapporteur. 

II, Implementations of Resolutions (Document ESCHC/107 (III)) 

The Seore·tariat. reported that the document contained -th:ce&. impor­

tant items namely the lack of information fr.om Member States concerning 

the implementation of· resolutions adopted by the "Conference of Education 

and Scientific and Technical Training in relation to development in 
~~ 

Afrioa"._{Nauobi, 1968) and the resolutions of the First Ordinary Session 

. of Educational:-S~ientif:lc, Cultural and Heal th Commission (ESCHC) 

(Addis Ababa, 1969); the stagljs -reached in the revision of the Addis 
·~ 

Ababa Targets, a task assigned to OAU, ECA'and.UNE6CO; and lastly the - . . . 

meeting of experts on the Equivalence of Degrees· and Diplomas, 

T.l:;e Committee discussed the problem of communication between the 

OAU Secretariat and !:!ember States at great length. Several yrocedures 

were proposed to facilitate easy communication. Some of them.were that: 

a)· The OAU Beere taria t use the National Committees for UNESCO or 

Nat~ona1 Committees on education of Member States in gathering 

·information; 

b) -the OAU Secretariat communicate direct'with Ministries ooncerne/ 

for information, with ooW,.esL.t6 the :J!ti!!i"s'tn.ee:-lo:e ~ile:Cr.1<.l 

A'f-f-a ir.s ; . 
I 
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c) The Member Sta teo. establirih Commi ttoes to deal with the 

OAU Secretariat; 

d) The office concerned with the OAU·in the Ministries of 

Foreign/External Affairs be strengthened so as to enable 
' ' 

the OAU Secretariat to get the necessary information on 

time. 

These .and several other· similar porposals were put forward 

but finally it was decided that for the moment the OAU Secretariat 

continue to use tho exi::iting channel of communication viz, informatior. 

and documents be sent to th~. Mlnistries of Foreign/External Affa_irs 

with copies to· the ~pprop-ciate Ministries. However, the Committee urgc:C. 

the Secretariat to study possible ways. of improving the situation. 

Finally the Committee requested Member Stat~s that have not yet 

replied to the questionnaires of' the OAU to do so as soon as possible 

Replies on matterf! __ ;-.e.lated ';o -;he revision of Addis Anqµ, Targets should o() 
forwarded to the OAU :::scr:o>tario:·~ to t-nablc: ;_t to contribute positively 

and effectively ·Go t'c.e mee·oi!Jg o? Educo.'cion Ministers scheduled to take;,. 

place in 1976. 

III. Report of the _Mmh1i', '~·~.t:'..ve Secretary General on the 

·Stlr·1·.:.r~~[._:;1aJ'~~ _,9J2 .. Pr8 ::f.'.£.:L91n:c~- Educ a t-!,Q.!! 

D.2.£!.!ment ESCHC III (IIIl 

The Secretariat 7.'epor'l:ed that '•he document contained the findo.~1;-·.,; 

. collected and comrdlcd from five additional Member Sta tee which replie. 

to the OAU Survey on pre-primary eduoatJ.on. It was _po;i.nted out that 

t:i:e resolu·l;ioll of t!:lo E3CJIC on '~ho tr.a tter wan direotad towards the ooJ.-

lection and dissemination of info:::-matio11 on the involvement by Member 

States in pre-primary ~ducationo 

Many delegat~~7M the var:ous activities their countries were 

undertaking c>nnno:rn'l n,g pro-primEl:ry educa tiono 

_S()_m~_P?_:!.nted out ·chat they were working on th~ preparation of 

guidelines and training of teachers for ·:,'xre-prirnary education and were 

at present oonduotj,!:g research on ·fo0 subject in their countries. 
·--

~---. ~--------

-.. 
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Others indicateQ the impoi>tanoe of the participation a:f indi~ 

viduals and non-gover_nmsnt "organizations :i.n the :t'unning <>f pre-primary 

schools, . Some...ox:PZ.essed the view tha ·G, they could not at present "Pro-

vide from their scanty :fimncial ::"!'"'ources for pre-pdmary education·~ they war·.: 

mainly involved wi·th school·-age chHd:i:'en and. illiterate adults. In 

short, it was g;inerally agreeil tba.t pre-primary 9duca'Gion was nqt yet 

a j)I'iority for i::any oou!ltries. 'Ih» commit-OOe felt that Member States 

who had not submitted their J.'eports should do so to enable the Secretariat 

to circulate the iuformation to Member States. 

IV. The Formation of t~LPaE£L..2!-Ex:e.:"!r·cs t.£_~ Possible 

Inncrvatio~.s in~ricula_R.-:form anil Methods of Teaching 

Primar;r a_nd S~!)da:r;.'L§2l!E£1Ll~'.~lm_ont !'t~f,.'..1!2.:...~QRC/108 (III) 

The Secretariat, in presenting the proposal, d1·ew the atten­

tion of the distinguished delegates to the various resolu·tions adopted 

by the various Confere::ioei that dealt with Education in Afl:'ica since 

1961 ( tha year the .Addi;J Ababa ·T~rgets were outlined) partioularly the 

reoommendatioh!:'. .. :i:'eJ.a·t:Cng to currj.oulum de;relcy;ment~. Th<'J Committee was 

· also informed of the vsrj.01.•.s activities that Memb9r States were engaged 

on regarding ths reform of cu:r:t-io1J.la 1 foaohin!.l'. methods_ and the use of 

soph~sticated and iinp:covi.sed tee.ohing material.-., It was pointed out 

that the quali·iative imp:i:'OVem•rn·t of education wa;;; highly depandent ~pon 

the design of ourrioula a' .. ~. oxecu·'.·: ~:1 of cu.r1·ic1.1ls. It was reporteilanning .n.: ~.c ;· 

that Membe.r Stat'.)il, being awa;:-e of this, had. estal;lished >arious units, like/ 

panels, committees, etc, to improve -;,he content and structure of educa-

tion, A :proposal was :nsda t? tha offeot tha·~ the Cl.AU pa;i::_t;.ioipate in this 

task by estahlishing a panel of exports 11hich wo.uld· -1.cok into curriculum 

design, teaching me thodz and the app~:i,_ca-tiori. o:f the teaching resources in 

Africa. This proposal was in harmony with provisions\. of the OAU Charter. 

The Committee. gi.scus.sed th<> p:;:-oposal ill datail. Many delegations 

gave brief summaries of actions they had taken conoerning curriculum deve­

lopment. Some indicated that they were w0rking on various projeo;ts iD 

irarioue subject areas .and othe:rs indicated that the;r were ooll!Platel;-; res . -· 
truoturing their eduoational systems taking demogr~ic, 'economic and 

social factors into oonsidera·bion. 

Few expretmed the view that it would bo more feasible to look 

at the ma-tter oi1 a global b:ini<> i..a,~ not to re~i-<Yt·--the_study :t.o .:the 

two levels of education only. 

.' 
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On the creation of the panel, there were opiriions th~t could be 

stimmarized aa follouc:-

a) The mandate o'J.tlined fo:' the panel by the Secr.e.tariat was 

very vast a!!d i1Y1-iaa SLlggested ·!;hat th:. functions of the 

panel should be limited, 

b) As the ... fi.11an-Ti.~J. ~:c cou.1'.'CGS of the O.hU were limited it 

was-·suages·t17d 'that th~3 Sec+eta:ciat shou.ld collec·!; informa-

tion on the, matte.;• fo~· cir·culation to }!3mi:lo1• Sta-l;es. 

' 
c) If the panel wore created, it should be able to go Member 

c·l;udieri and shou.ld .not be mai-nly 

concsrned with paper wox·k. 

d) The panel if created should be a J.iaiso.n -or_ganftzation and ·shoula.­

servc a:i a researnh uni "c on th<> collection and diffusion- of info.·· - , .... 
tion on Member Stateo. 

These and. other pi:cposals wE>re made conoerni;~g the creation and 

func'tions of the panel. 

Fj.nally there waG a gene::aJ_ consenm.ts on the creation of this 

panel with more ·~han five exr.a:rts,_ r·~s functions w~i·e to be limited, .At 

its first·meeting, the-panel wou.ld doter:;rine its pro~amma. Member 

·states were u.1'.'gcd to furnish tbe ::;eoessn:-y info.r•n::t:!.011 required by the 

panel, 

V. Proposal t0 ~e·ca't;],ish_j,_;1 D§>,J!;~.}' an Of:;'J :,:Xe£u·i;iy'L§~cretaria·~·­

fo1f Edttca.iion:t ~u!~~-g£9-_ . ..::~~~;s~ 1'::'21J.2.~.ed_ll.l_~~Eegal., 

D t ··-f N lire·,,. 8'l rco - 1-·,.ri . - 0£.1:!..,~ . .._:~ ... _!,--9~!..,..,;,:,!2,_~;;;',_~-.,~::::...2 ... ~~.-L:~;.:.~ A.o 

The delegate from Ser.egal 5.ntroduoed the document br pointing out 

that during the 10th .Anniversary celebration tha Assembly of Heads· of State 
· · in- the context 0f this decade for Afri0°·n d<'lvelo.P!llent 
and (Jovernment formulated ~~olicfos. o~, economic mat-;er1?. He sa:i:d tnat Member 

States had complained that Educat?.on <ind Cul tu:-:-e had been overlooked during 

the past decade, Re ask(ld the Gornm:i. t·"ee to look into the matter very seribu~.: -

and find other ways and rnee").9 of ta-:i1dinz <'.'ul tural and educational problems 

that confront the Coatinant 'of Af.d oa, H0 proposed the establishme.n-t-'-efai1 

Ex:ecutive Secretariat in Da!c.ar ·oc ha:rmoniz"' cultural and educational policio'. 

in .Africa, The Secretai·iat, he :i.ndic.ated, cl)ula be; established, initially 
' 

on smaller structures. as was done in the establishmE>nt of the OAU Executive 

Secretariat in Lagos and its strnctw:·es c0uld then. he gradually developed. 

.... --- -··-- - ------

-- --

,, 
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VII, The Committee listened to the brilliant presentations made by tLwe 

delegates of Mauritius with regard to the introduction of educational t'l~'··­

nology in teacher education programmes, .. currioo.J.um reform and the produ~·· 

tion Pf simple teaching alds in Mauritius. 

The Committee expressed appreciation with the progress made by 

Mauritius. 

VIII.- In all' the deliberations of the Committee, the UNESCO represen-

tatives made positive interventions in assuring ID.1ESC0 1s co-operation 11i-:t. 

·the OAU and elaborated on the programme ·chat UNESCO was carrying out i?; 

Africa relating them to the various reports and recommendations disousu::.l 

by the Committee. 

,, 
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' Draft Ritisolution on the Formation of a Panei 

of Experts to propos<" possible innov1:a•. 
I . ' 

tions in Curri·cula' Reform and methods 

of teaching in Primary and Secondary 

Sohools 

"' 
, The Eduoational, Soientifio, Cultural·and Health Cemm!ssion of 

the OAU JllBeting in its 3rd Oi;dinary Session in Mauritius, from December 

10. - ·14, 1973; 
-. 

Having· discussed the oontents and :proposal contained' in document 

ESCHC/108/III, 

Believin.£ that.qpali tirtive- improvement of education is highly 

dependent on the nature of curricula design and execution; 

Convinced that the functions proposed by the OAU General 

Seoretariat to the panel of five experts are beyond the possibilities 

of this panel; 

Noting with· satisfaction that Member States of the OAU are 

carrying QUt in d:if:terent w~ys vari~us experiments to 'illl}l!t'ove the'content 

and structure of their methods of teaching. 

Conscious of the need the Member States should exchange notes on 
' ' 

the importaht experiments that they are applying •. 

Invites the Administrative Secretary General to establ:ish a Panel 

of experts to oolleo,t, study, analize and disseminate informa·tion relating 

to the :preparation artd implementation of sohool curricula in Afrioa, 

Urges all OAU ~ember States to supply the necessary information 

to the Panel as and 'When it is orea ted. 
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- ll;L'aft<J;liooJ.u-tion cin:thec!'ra;l!lo:t to :olteawnaBd esta)lish 

in Dakar an Executive Secretariat of OAU for matters of 

Eduba tion,. Culture and Human Sciienoes 

The Educational, Scientific, Cultural and Heal th Commies.ion of 

the OAU meeting in its Third Ordinary Session· in Mauri tiu11 from Deoembt'' 

10 - 14, l973J 

Having considered the proposal submitted by Senegal on the neect 

for the creation of an Executive Secretariat fer matters deali%1€ with 

education, culture and the arts at length; 

Aware of the existence of a cultural and edu.cation section .whicl':. 

deals with the harmonization of the activities of cu.l ture and education 

in OAU Member States; and of the existence of the African Cultural Cour1cJ: 

charged.with the staging and management of Pan-African Cultural Festivals; 

Concerned about the finano.ial and the administrative implications 

ot: creating an Executive Secretariat which was not presented with this 

proposal; 

Invites the Administrative Secretary Gen~ral to prepare a report 

on the financial implications connected in the creation of the Exeoutivs 

Secretariat and present a report to ·the Council of Ministers, which will 

finally decide on the principle of creating the institution and decide: 0r: 

the Seat of the Organization, 



CM/584 (XXIII) 
Page 46 

~~,:t:t:t);~'.f.~ ,, . 
---------;, Experts .to study and report on the 

progress.of Adult/Continuing Education 

in Mamba~ States 

.The Educational, Soientifio, Cultural and Health c~mmission of 

the OAU meeting :in its Third Ordinary Session in Mauritius, from December 

10 to 14, 19731 

Having oonsidered the proposal submitted: by Nigeria· on tJi,e need 

of exohanging information on adult education which af1eots the masses of 

AfrioaJ 

Aware of the financial restraints of the OAU; Agrees in prinoiple 

to establish the panel of Experts on.Adult/Continuing Eduoation1 

Invited the Administrative' Secretary General to work out the 

financial expenses ~nd lil'esent it to the appropriate bodies of the OAU 

for approval. 
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Draft Resolutions on Culture and the Development 

of African Languages 

Committee II, meeting on the morning of 13 December, 1973, exa­

mined the re:ports Of the Administrative Secre.tary General "on the l'rogr•Y"~' 

of the Second Pan-African Cultural Feetival, on.the Cultural Aotivitiec <'f 

OAU for the next two years and on the Work Programme of the Inter-Ai'ri0an 

Bureau of Languages. in Kam:pala; 

After in-de:pth discussions·.- the Commit-tee- ado:pted the foJ.l.Qwing 

recommendations: 

" ... 
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n:. Draft Resolution of the Pan-African Cultural Festival 

'The Educational, Scientific; Cultural and Heal th Commission, meeting 

in its Third Ordinar1 Session in Mauritius, from 10 to 14 December, 1973• -

Having considered :the Report of the Administrative Secretary General 

(document ESCHC/ll3(IIi)) on the progress of the Setl<?nd Pan-African Cultural 

Festival; 

Convinced of the urgent need to organize the Second Pan-African 

Cultural Festival befor(l the end of 1976; 

l. Endorses the recommendations of the African Cultural Council on: 

the payment of a subscription fee of US $3 1~ ,py aaDh Member 

· State participating in the Festival; 

2 the organization of annual Jlfrice.n Cultural ~eek by ~mber 

States with a view to raising funds which will be sent to the 

OAU General Seoretariat for the Festival; 

the voluntary organizing of lotteries by Member States which 

will send the prob!!eds to the OAU General Seoretaria.t for the 

holding of the Festival; 

2. Requests the Administrative Sdoretary-General to appeal to 

Member States· once again in order to find a candidate to host 

the Second Pan-African Cultural. Festival; 

3. Calls on all Member States to co-operate. fully with the 

OAU General Seoreta:dat 'in organizing tbs Second Pan-Af:rigan 

Cultural Festival; 

4 •. Requests the OAU .Administrative Seoretar;r-Oeneral to 0011111JUnioate 

to the next session of the Council of Minister~ for its 

consideration, the overall draft budget pNpal'.Bd by the 

African Cultural Council, during ite meeting held in Addie 

Ababa in February, 1973, on the basis of the repol!"t o~ tle 

First Pan-African Cultural Festival held in Algiers in 

July/August, 1973, 
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. .. '. .~·-1lrafi;_Ees-o-lut-ion o\'1- the -F\iture .Qul tural 

Aotivi ties of the O_AU 

T.b.e Eduoational, Soien·tifio, Cultural and Heal th Commission, 

meeting in its Third Ordinary Seesion. in Mauri tins, from 10 tu 14 

December, 1973; 

Having ooml'idered the .Report of the Administrative Secretary­

General on the Cultural Aci;ivi ties of OAU for the next two years 

(Document ESCHC/109(III)). 

Requests the OAU Administrative Secretary General to convene ar. 

African Conference on Culture before the UNESCO regional Conference 

sched1.1.le for 1975 with a vien to studying in depth the current problem.:: 

of culture and cultural co-nperation in Africa and harmonizing the 

stands of Member Sta.tee and proparing a Charter on Afrioan Culture, 

Requests the .AdLJ:i.n:!.strativci Secretary-General to ·organize sympo<;. ,, 

and meetings on curren·I; pl:'oblems .>:f African Art. 

Appro!~ tb.e publica·Uon by the OAU General Secretariat of a 

review devoted to c:il "tural pro bl ems in which African intellectuals coi.:2 <:! 

express th~il:' views and makll known the African way of thinking. 

' 
Recuests the .OAU Administrative Secretary General to undertake 

a study on the conditions for the deveJ.opmen·~ of an African cinema whic;,. 

will be submitted for app.1'ova1 by ·!;he Twenty7third Session of the OAU 

Council of Ministers in .Tune 19'74· 



• 

•' 

XI. 

CM/584 (XXIII) 
PagG J5Q·., >.6 

Draft Resolution on the Programme and Priorities 

of' the Inter-African Bureau of Languages 

RECOMMENDATION 

Tba Educational, Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission, 

mas-ting in its Third Ordi;~.a.ry Session in Mauritius, from 10 to 14 December, 

1973; 

Having considered the :report of the Administrative Seoretary­

Generel (document ESCHC/l06(III}) on.the Programmes .and Priorities of 

the Inter-African Bureau of Languages; 
' 

Aware of the :i:mportance of preserving and developing the African 
I . 

languages and of the linguistic unity of the Continent; 

Welcomes the commissioning of the Inter-African Burea11 of' Languases 

whose principal objective is to promote the 11sage and development of 

African language~. 

Invi tea the OAU Adminis tra ti ve Sacre tary-General to convene a 

meeting of the Ministers of Education and Clllture of the Member States 

with a view t6 examining the problems raised by the maintenance, 11se, 

development ancl tmity of African, languages. 

Approves the programme and priorities set 011t in the report of the 

Administrative Secretary-J<>neral :.:egarding: 

a) research and publication of information on African languages; 

b) the translation in these languages of soienti:f':i;c works published 

.in foreign languages; 

o) the establishment in Africa of publishing houses endowed with 

adequate ,equipment because of the pec11liar printing characters 

of these languages; 
I 

the training ~:f' teachers and the setting 11p of specialized d) 

courses in African languages in African UniversitiesJ 

e) 
for 

the p'.t'od11ction of' linguaphone records,7 the s-tudy of African 

languages by adults at home "8.nd the .teaching of such l.anguages lJ,-" ::ad. 

f') the establishment of specialized schools to train interpreters 

as well as secretaries and stenographers in African languages. 
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Requests the· Administrative Secretary-General to make a prior 

estimate. of' the ·financial implioati?ns f'or the implementation of' such 

a programme and, submit it f'or appi•oval by the Advisory <bmmi ttee on. 

Financial and J3udge-tary Mat·he:rs and the Council of' Ministers. 

\ 

/ 
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