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The Twenty-Third Ordinary. Session of the Council of
Ministers was officially opened in Mogadiscio on & June 1974
. I
at 7100 p.ma by Jaalle Siyad Barre, Presidéent of the Supreme

Revolutionary Council of Somalia.

In his address, President Siyad Barre observed that -
the Twenty-Third Session of the Council was being declared
open at a time that marked a decisive turning point in the
history of Africa and the-wor;d_on account of the.imminent

important changes and eventse.

The President then turned to the problem of devoloniza-
tion and economic development in Africa as well as the Middle
East problem and concluded that- the task facing the‘Council
of Ministers was of vital importance in view of the present
world and African situation from both the political and

economic standpoints.

On the econonic plane, President Siyad Barre suggested,
-améng other things, that practical measures be taken to promote
inter~African co-operation in all fields, for ifistance in
Icommunications, trade, civil aviation and maritime transport.
He‘underscored,the‘need’for-a common front vis~a=vis the
developed‘countriefa

In conclusion, Preéident Siyad- Barre called on the Council
of Ministers to approach its work and the consideration of the
various matters before it with a sense of devéotion and unflagg-
ing commitment to Africa's cause in 6rder\to ensure that the
aspirations of millions of Afficans-throughout'the continent
who have placed high hopes in the Organization. of African Unity,

are realized.
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Speaking on behalf of the Council of Ministers,
the Foreign Mipisters of Senegal, Libya and Malawi, each
in turn, expressed their thanks to President Siyad Barre,
the Government and People of Somalia for the extremely -

warm welcome accorded to all participants.

The three Ministers all expressed their thanks to
. President Siyad Barre for his wise advice and declared
that his message would inspire the Council throughout its

deliberations.

The Ministers theh proceeded to elect the officers
of the Twenty-Third Ordinary Session of the Council. The
officers,‘as‘propoéed'by“Algeria‘and seconded by Tanzania

and Cameroon, were as follows :

Chairman: H.E. OMAR ARTEH
' Foreign Minister of Somalia

First Vice-Chairman: H.E. VITOR MARIA
Foreign Minister of
Guinea~Bissau

Second Vice~Chajrman: H.E. CBECIL DENNYS JR.
. Foreign Minister of
! Liberia
Third Vice-Chairman: H.Bs P. LUSAKA
' ' Minister for Community
- Development of Zambia

Rapporteur: H.E. UMBA-DI-LUTETE
Commissioner of State for Foreign
Affairs and International
Cooperation of Zambia.

The nomination of H.E. Victér Marie, Commissioner for
Foreign Affairs of Guinea-Bissau, reflected the Council's
) appreciation of the heroic struggle of the PAIGC and other

liberation movements in territories still under Portuguese
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domination, as well as the Council's conviction of the
success of their struggle for total independence at the
current negotiations with the Portuguese authorities.
The Council later adopted the agenda as‘ﬁresented'by
the General Secretariat with the addition of 3 items, namely:
1) The admission into CAFRAD of States which
had not yet joined-it (porposed by Morocco)

“ . 2) The application for obsefver status by the
All-Africa Conference of Churches (proposed
by Liberia)

‘%) The establistment of an Inter-African Airlines

(proposed'by‘Sierra.Leone)

i

The Head of the Zaire delegation slightly amended the
wording of the item which his country had asked to be placed
on the agenda. The item now reads: "Problem of drought
and ité implications in the countries of the Sahel as well

as in other countries threatened or affected by drought.”

Following the adoption of the agenda, the Council
.distributed the various items of the Agends between
‘the Plenary, Committee A (Political Affairs) and Committee
B (Inter-African Cooperation in the economic, scientific,

¢ultural and educational fields).

The Plenary's agenda dealt with = '

1) The présentation of the Annual Report of
: the Administrative Secretary-General on

the activitics of the Organization - GM/571.
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3)

L)
5)

6)

7)
8)

9)

10)

11)

12)
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1)

Portugal and the liberation of Mozémbiquei
‘Angola and the Caps Verde Lslands (proposed
j%y Tanzania) CM/5%0/Rev.l/Adds1

. . /!
The Repuplic of Guineo-Bissau and the other

Portugugse colonies witkh respect to the new
situation cre;ted in Portvgal as a result of
the change of Government (proposed by Guinea)
- CM/570/Rev.1/Add. 2 ‘

OAU Assistance to the Republic of Guinea=Bissau -

(CcM/582).
The Middle Bast siluatioca -~ CM/575/Rev. ‘1

The Report of/ Committee B .on the Twenty-Second
Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers
- - CM/Cttee.B.Rpt.l (XXIT)

OAU Assistance %o Bquatorisi Guinea - CM/598

The problem of drought and its implications

in the countries of the Sahel as well as in
other countries threatened or affected by
drought (proposed by Jaire) - UM/570/Rev.l/Add.3.

Progress report on Vegotimtione between African
countries and. the Buropean Economic. Communicty -

CM/588.

Effects ‘of the oil embargo on Member States:
a) Report of the Committee of Seven - CM/600
b} Review by the General Secreteriat - CM/603

Report of the Administrative Secretary-General on

Afro-Arab Cooperation - CM/606

Thz Repert on the Extraordinary Sessicn of the
General Assembly of the United Natioas on Raw
Materials and Development 'New-York, April 1974
CM/599).

RO
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13) Request for observer status by the All

African Conference of Churches.

14) Reguest for obseever ;status by the

International Relations Institute of

Y

Cameroon (proposed by'Caméroan).

15) Admissicn to CAFRAD of Member States

who have not yet done so.

16) Report of the Programme Committee for
the celebration of the Tenth Anniversary
of OAU - CM/561

5
;
17} Consideration of the provisional agenda
of the fleventh Ordinary Session of the
Assembly of Heads of Stateand Government -
AHG/69/Rev.
18) Date and venue of the Tweﬂty-Fourth Ordinary

w Session of the Councils

“e & 19) Any other business.

,,;"}' oy

w oo

Th%‘ﬂ&%nda.of.the'Committee on Political and Decolonization
_ﬁﬂx_“ ’ Problems Dealt With:

ciEp e e 1 .

o Y :

TK§'R§port'of the Administrative Secretarjy-General on

dedolonization 3 CM/573:

‘. i . .
toq) i), Territories under Portuguese colonial

domination ro ,

I S

.i;) Perritories under French colonial

. domination;

L .
oo B+ Vg f

iii) Territories under Spanish cclonial
domination;
iv) Territories under British coloénial

Sraw
-
f;l-

Y

dominations

ot
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v).Problem of Namibia;

vi) Apartheid and racial discrimination in
 South Africaj

b} International support of the struggle for decolonizatioha

2o The report of the Administrative Secretary-General on
the problem of sanctions :
CM/585 i) Southern Rhodesia
CM/595 ii) Investment in South Africa
CM/596  iii) 0il Embarge: a weapon against
the, regimes of Southern Africa.
3 . The Report of the Twenty-Second and Twenty-Third

Sessions of the Coordinating Committee for the
Liberation of Africa - CM/572.

4, Report;on the activities of the African Group at
the United Nations - CM/597 .
5. Report on the activities of the OAU's Bureau in
Geneva ~ CM/57h4;

6. Report of the Administrative Secretary General on
the Bureau of Placement and Education of African

Refugees;

7. a) Report of the Commission of Ten on the
Enlargement of the Bureau's terms of
reference and examination of the Draft

Statute - CM/583/Annex II;

b) Co-operation of the Bureau with both the ° ,-

Specialized Agencies of the United Nations
and the Voluntary Organizations - CM/583/Annex
. III; - ‘

¢) Obstaéles to thé implementation of the OAU
resolutions on Refugees ~ CM/583/Annex IV;
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7» Report on the meetings of the Diplomatic Conference
oh Humanitarian Law - Geneva (20 February to 29 March

1974).

The Agenda of Committee B was as Follows:

1. Report on the meeting of the Third Ordinary Session
of the Educational, Secientific¢, .Cultural and Health

Commission in Mauritius - CM/584. ~

2. BEsgtablishment of an Executive Secretariat for
Education, Culture and Human Sciences (proposed
by Senegal) - Report of the General Secretariat
CcM/584 /Appendix I.

3. Report of the Administrative Secretary General
on the meetings of the Conference of African
Ministers on the Application of Science and
Technology to the Development of Africa (CASTAFRIQA)
) organized jointly by UNESCO, ECA and OAU in Dakar
- CM/576.

k. Report of the Administrative Secretary CGensral on
preparations for the United Nations Conference on
the Law of the Sea, in Caracas, Venezuela - CM/580.

5. Xeport on the activities of the Scientific,lTechnical
and Research Commission - STRC - Lagos ~ CM/59k.

6. Report of the Administrative Secretary General on
Economiecy Social, Transport and Communications
matters and Inter-African Technical Co-operation -

CM/591. ’

7. Report of the Second Conference of African Ministers

of Industry -~ CM/577

a) Proceedings and recommendations of-the
Conference;

b). Action undertaken in implementation
of the recommendations.
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8) Progress report on the Establishment of en

9)

10)

Apsociation of African Trade Promotion Organization

- CM/587.

il

Report on the Implementation of the African
Declaration on Co-operatisn, Development and
Economic Independence (Addis Ababa, May 1973)
and the recommendations of Abidjan (May 9 - 13,

1973) - CM/578.

Report of the first meeting of the Interim

Gommittee on the Establishment of an African

Highway Association - CM/579.

11) Report on the sub-regional meetings on Combined

Transport Arrangements in Bastern Africa - CM/589.

12) Progress report on the meetings of the African Civil

Aviation Commission.

1

a) establishment of an Inter-African Airlines

(proposed by Siecrra Leone). CM/60L

1%) OAU Postal Administration - CM/604

14) The Pan-African Telecommunications Fund - CM/580

15) Technical Co~operation:

15 CM/607 - a) Report of the Secretary General on

Technical Co-operation between Hember States;

CM/601 - b) Report ‘on the activities of the United

Nations Working Group on Technioal Co-operation

between Developing Countries.

16) Report of the Administrative Secretary General on‘

a) the Eleventh Session of the Conference

of African Labour Ministers - CM/581

b) the Twelth Session of the Conference of African

Labour Ministers - CM/601

Y
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c).The relations batween the Conference of African
Labour Ministers and QAU - CM/602.

17) Report on African Non-Governmental Organizations =

CM/592

It was furthexr decided that the First Vice-Chairman
would preside over Committee A, the Second Vice-Chairmaﬁ over
Committee B, and that the Third Vice-Chairman would assist the

Chairman of the Council at the Plenary.

The Council of Ministers also set up a Drafting

Committee composed of the following countries: v

1. Uganda | 10. Liberia
2. Kenya . 1l. Guinea Bissau
3. Lesotho 12. Morocco
L, Somalia 13, Budan

. 5. Zambia 14, Algeria
6. Senegal. . 15 Gabon
7. Mali 16. Chad
8. Libya 17. Zaire ++

9. Camerocon

The Drafting Committee had to break ihto three groups to
be able to cover the prdceedings‘of the Plenary and the Committees
A a.nd. B- '

1. The Plenary @ Meeting of the Council of Ministers

++ Member of the Bureau of the 23rd Session of the Council

of Ministerse
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The Plonary Meeting of the Council of Ministers

‘Requost submittod by the Chiof Minister of Seychelles

Before considering its agenda, $he Plonary Heeting -of the
Council of Ministerg heard a message from the 0AU Administrative
Secretary-Goneral concerning. the reguest by the Chicf Minister of
Scychelles %o be allowed to address the 0AU as an ohserver or in
any other capacitys ' )

'

Following a lengthy dobate during which several vicws wore expressed,
some in favour of allowing the Chief Minister to address the Council of
Ministers directly, end othcrs = because of the OAU's recognition of
the opposition partj'(SPUf) a8 the liberation movement reprcsénting the-
people.of'SéythIIQS‘- proposing that the Chief Minister should first
addreds the Liveration Committee in accordance with the rulcs and
rogulations of QAU if thore has been a chango in the attitude of his ruling
party. Finally, the Council of Ministors decided that the Chiof Minister
of Seychelleg should be heard first in Mogadishu on Monday 10 June 1974
at 10,00 z.m. by the Liberation Committce which would then immediately
‘ report t6 the Twenty-Third Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministerse

This decision was cabled to MR MANCHAM, Chief Minister Seychellés, w
who, in message H0,0828/8 of 8 June 1974 accepted to come to Mogadishu

to address the Liberation Committec.

_Report of the Commitice of Seven
; s g ‘

The Minister of Foreignh Affairs of the Sudan, H.FE.Mansam
Khalid, as Chairman of the Committce of Seéven, presented the Committee's
report to the Council of Ministers.

The Geunecil then debated at length  the contents of the report
Several speakers congratulatoed both the Members of the Committee of
Seven and the 0AU General Scorotariat on the excollent report prescntods
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ting the rcsults of the firgt contacts botween the Committoo of Seven and
the Arab League in Cairoe which horalied an era of fruitful co-opcration
betweon the Arab countrics and OAU Member Statos they felt the special
US $200 million fund offored‘by the oil-producing countrics was not big
cnough to cover thoir balances of payments doficits arising from the
subgtantial rige in the price of coils, Thoy oxpresged th. hopo that

this stm would cventually Do incrceascd.

To this cnd, soveral spcakers were of tho opinicn that the Affican
cil=producing countrics which,wcrc net contributing to this fund, might
do so, if only symbolically, in order to casc the difficulties faecing
othors who did not produco oil, particularly land-lockecd and other

oountrios, affcoted by the transpert or similar natural disasters.

Almost 2ll the dclegates who tock thé floor cipregsed the view
‘that the US $200 million offcred by the Membors of the Arab Leaguc
should be paid to the African Devolomment Bank which would administer
the Pund. The OAU Committee of Sceven was alse asked to cooperate
with the representatives of importing countries in defining tho terms and

conditions of accéss to the Fund.

Scveral speakers emphasized that the support of the Arab cause as
reficeted in th: severing of diplomatic relations with Israel was not
subject to bargaining.nor,was it in cxrohgnme for mongy; this‘héd nover
been their attitude towards the issues In fact this solidarity with’
the Arab cause was only a gign of support for tho triumph of any Jjust
causc anywhere in ‘the world. Hence, we should not link the specific
problom of contributicns by oil-producing countriocs to alleviate the
c¢ffects of the impact on the economiés of -the noneoil -
producing ccunirics arising from the substantial increasc in oil priccs

with the severance of relations with Israeli.

Othoer speaktirs, on tho other hand, pointed out that it was never
the intention of Arab oil-producing statcs to impose an @il embargo on
African countrics. The embargo had been aimed at the enémies of the

Arab cause.

Finally, scveral speakers wore of the opinion that trade should dbe
promoted bebween Arab oilw-producing bountrigs and African ccuntries which

preduce other raw materials and cssential commoditicse
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At the end of the dcbate, it was decided that the US $200 million
should be paid to the African Development Bank and that the 0AU Committec
of Sevon should cooperate with the importing countries’in defining tho

!
+terms and conditiong of access to the fund.

Anothér appcal was made to the oil producers particularly the
African oileproducing countries to consider the possibility of increasing

e

their contributicns to the fund.

The fund will be open %o all 011—1mport1ng countries oppeclally the
land~locked s=nd dranght ~-S'tr:l.c;lcen countrics,

Furthcrmore, the Council of Ministers requested that the Commities
of Sevon conpinuc its contacts and that the Administrative Secrotary-
Geoneral should inform Membér countries of the Arab League of the vicws
of Memher Siates on this‘maxter g0 a8 to report to subsequeﬁt sceBiong

of the Couicil of Ministerse

The Council thanked membors, of the Arab Loague not only for the
offer of US $200 million but also, 'and above all, for +his show of
solidarity rcflcotod in this offer. '

- Sfatements by the Representative of the United Nations of

‘Special Committce on Deoolonlzatlon and the Cha;rman of

the United Na.tlons Cou:ncll for Na.mlb.La

The Councii of Ministers Yater heard,.at their request, ,
sta%ements.by H E RACHID DRISS, Poermanent Reprcescentative of Tunisia at
the United Nations in his capacity of Representative of the United
Nations Special Committec on Decolonization and by H E RALEIGH B
JACKSON, Permancnt Repreésentative of Guyana at the United Nations in his

ocapacity of Chairman of the United Nations Gouncil for Namibia.

Thé Council of Ministers, after expressing its gratitude and’
congratulations to the two speakers on their impéortant statemonts,
decided that both addresse; should be considored as confercnce documents
and submitted to Commlttee A, entrusted w1th political matiers, for usec
‘ag referenoe documents,
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The 1Middle East Situation and the Palestinian Question

The Assistant Secretary—Gengfal responéible for
Political Affairs and Decolonization presented report
CM/575/Rev. 1 on the Middle Fast sitmation. The Minister
of Poreign Affairs of the Arab Republic of Egypt then
made a statement on the latest developménts in the region.

Several speakers took the floor to express their
unflinching support for the Arab peoples in their
struggle for the recovery of their occupied territories.

The'Chairman of -the Council of Ministers recalled
that the 22nd Ordinary Session of the Council held in
Kampala decided, after hearing the representative of
Egypt, that there could not be lasting peace in the
Middle East unless the following principles were
adhered to: co

1. Complete withdrawal of Israeli forces from
all Arab territories occupied since 1967 :

2, Liberation of Jerusalgm;
3. Exercise of the Palestinian people's right
to self-determination.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Mauritania
also presented to the Council the following draft
regolution which was ®ent %o the Drafting Committee of the
Plenary. ’ )

ution on the Middle East Situation and the

Palegtinian gueStion

The OAU Council of Ministers meeting in its

- Draft

23rd .Ordinary Sessions in Mogadiscio from 6 to 11 June
1974 4 '
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" After hearing the gtatement by His Excel;ency'the
Head of the Delegation of the Arab Republic of Egypt:
t ' . -
. Recalling,all previous CAU resolutions on the Middle
East re-affirming that the total withdrawal of Israel
‘from.all-oocupied Arab territories and the exercige of the

inalienable national rights of the Palestinian people are
pre-reguisite to any just and lasting peace in the Middle
Bast. .

Seriously concerned that, despite recent aggreement
on disengagement of forces between Egypt, Syriz and
Israel the cease~fire'will remain precarious because of
Israel’spersistont refusal to withdraw from all occupied
Arab territories and to recognise the legitimate and inalien-
able national rights of the Palestinian people;

1. THXKES NOTE of the statement of the Head of the
delegation of the Arab Republic of Egypt,

‘2. REAPFIRMS its resolution CM/Res. 321 (XXIII)

3. AFPIRNS that & just and lasting peace in the
Middle FEast should be baée@ on the following
fundamental principles;

a) Complete withdrawal of Israeli forces from all
Arab territories occupied since 1967 to The
dJune 4, 1967 liness

b) The liberation of the Aradb city of Jerusalem;

¢) The exercise of the Palestinian people‘s
right to gelf-determination;

4. DECLARES its full support for the PLO as the |
onlty legitimate representative of the Palestinian
people in their heroic struggle'against.Zionism and
racism, '
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. INVITES the QAU Administrative Secretary-General +o
follow closely_developmehts in.the Middle East
situation and to report to the 23rd Session of the
Council of lMinisters; B ‘

6. DT to retain “the Niddle East sitration” as an
important item of the agenda of the next session of

"the 0AU Council of Ministers.

- QAU Assigtance to Eguatorial Guinea

Preseﬁﬁing report Cl/598 on OAU assistance to
Equatorial Guinea, the representative of the General
Secretariat recalled that in consonance with the proposal of
the Advisory Committeec on Budgetary and Financial Matters,
it was recommended to the 22nd.0rdinary Session of +the
Council that the OAU Office in Malabo be closed down for
lack of experts. '

The Head of the Equatprial‘Guinea delegation informed
the Council of Ministers meeting in Kampala that his
Government would like the Officejto be maintained since it
still needed all kinds of assistance, especially in the
medical field. The representative of ZEquatorial Guinea
stated further that his government had sent a report to the
QAU General Secretariat on the %ype of assisgtance required.

In view of the foregoing, the 22nd Ordinary Session of
the Council of Ministers' decided to ask the Administrative
Secretery~General to assess in co-operation with the
Government of Equatorial Guinea the assistance required by
this country and tofréport to the~23rd-@rdinary-éession of
the Council of MMinisters

Report CM/598 submitted for the consideration of the
23rd Ordinary Session of the Council was therefore the
product of the General Secretariat’s conbtacts with the
Government of the Republic of Eguatorial Guinea.
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After a short statement by the répreseatafivé of
Equatorial Guinea, the 23rd Ordinary Session of the Council
adopted the report of the General Secretariat with all its
_recommendations. |

~ Problems of drought and its effects in the countries
of the Sshel and other countiies affected_pr threatened
by drought {Proposed by Zaire)

H.E. UMBA-DI-LUTETE, Commissioner of State for Foreign
Affairs and International Co-operation of Zaire spoke on
the problem of drought and its effects in Africa especially
the drought stricken countries in the gghelian™ region and
elesewhere.

-~ He underscored the éffect of the drought on the

economies of the afflicted States and dwelled on the OAU's
shortcomings, as an organization as far as seeking soloutions

to the problem of drought was concerned, especially as various
‘internationalkorganiSatioﬂs and several non-African ‘governmenté
- have shown interest in this problem. -

" Tn Conclusion, Africa and OAU should address themselves
to this problem irregpective of what international agencies
and African governments were doing, the Commissioner of
State formally proposed:

~1. ithe financing by 0AU of a comprehensive study of the
dreught problem with a view to determining its
origin, causes, duration and the rate at which
it speeds so as to take appropriate measures to check
" this scourge;

2. ¥the representation of the OAU on the bodies studying
of the drought probiem in African and, in particular,
on the Inter-State Committee for the anti-drought
campaign in the countries of the Saheli Region whose
headquarters is in OUAGADOUGOU;
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3. the immediate establishment of an Emergency Relief
Fund to bve placed at the disposal of the Inter-State

Committee on drought.

Lk, the possible establishment of a second Inter-State
Committee in the East Africa countries affected by

drought;

[

5e promotion of bilateral assistance, and lasteldy;

6. the allocation of a portion of the annual budget of

each 8tate to the affected countries.

Several speakers took the floor to congratu@éte the repre- .
sentative of Zajre on his commendable initiative and to support

his proposéls.

The Representative of Kenya further proposed that an OAU
Standing Committée be.set up to study drought in Africa.

At the énd of a lengthy and extremely fruitful debate,
the Council approved Zaire's proposals and reffered them to

the Drafting Committee to be put in the form of recommendations.

* The Council fruther decided to set. up an OAU Standing
Committee on drought. The Committee, comprised: Uper Volta,
Chairman of the Infter-State Committee for the drought-stricken

countries in the Sahelian region and:

- Kenya
- HRaire
- Ethiopia

- Morocco

« Algeria.

- Assistance to Guinea-Bissau

After'hearing the report CM/582 on QAU agsistance to the
Republic‘of.Guinea Bigsau, thé Council of Ministers decided
unanimously to grant the sum of one million pounds réquested
by the Republic of Guinea-Bissau for the consolidation of its

independence.

This decision was a follow-up to the recommendation by both
the Twenty-Second Ordinary Session of the Liberation Committee

and by the OAU Defence Commission held in Canakry in 1973.

This sum was granted in additien to the £ 200,000 voted by
the Twenty-Second Ordinary Session of the Council to Guinea—Bissau

to enable that Republic to meet its urgent needs.
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE B OF THE 22nd ORDINARY SESSTON

' __ OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

In introducing document CM/Cttee B.Rpts I (XXII), the
representative of Tanzania, dim-his capacity of Rapporteur,-saia
that the 22nd Ordinary Session of the.Goungil of Ministers held in -
Kampala éroh:l to 4 &pril, 1974, had been uQable to adopt Committee 'Brg
report for technical}reasons. That was wh& the members 6£ the
Committee deeided then bto meet in Mogadishu shortly before the
opening of the 23rd Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers
to adopt the report and svubmit it to the 23rd Ordinary Session of
the Council for its approval. '

; .

The representative oéJTanz&mﬁmiM£rmaftaraautlined:bheamxﬁw
of the variousjrecommendationSiembodied in the report.which dealty
in the main, with matters relating to Inter-African Co-;peration in
theé economic, social, scientific, educational and cultural fields.

The report also tackled the drought problem in Africa.

+

- Afro-Arab Co~operation:

Thé representative of the General Seécretariat introduced
report CM/606 on Afro-Arab co-operation, which briefly outlines the
General Secretariat's efforts to strengthen Afro-Arab co-operation
since the Summit Conference of Arab-Statés held in Algiers, the

\

Eighth Extraordinary Session of the Council of Ministers held in
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Addis Ababa on‘19th'November 1973 which, by iéa resolution No. 20,
|
t d that co=- ti bet n Arab d -’
requeste a gperation between Ara !an ?Afrlcan countries
should be’ strengthened in the economic field w1kh partlcular

reference to the high cost of oil and in.the social and. political

fieldse.

The report alsO‘dealt with the efforts madewby'the Committee
" of Seven and the outcome of the Conference on 011-products held in
Trip011 under the ausp&cs of the ECA, durlng which 1mportant decisions

were taken on co=-operation between Arad and.African counfries. .

A

Since the matter had been disgussed during khe debgte on’
the report of.the Committee of Seven and the Drafting Committee had
been asked to prepare a draft.reCommendatidn reflecting the‘various
views of the delegates, the Council of Ministers decided to take note

of ‘the reports

+

=

- Portugal and the liberation of Mozambigue: Angbla and
Cape Verde lIslands.

This item was put on the agenha at the requést-of‘the
Government of the United Repﬁblicfof Tanzaniae In introducing:
document GM/B?d/ReV¢1/Add.; on this'item, the represéntative of
Tanzenia said in éubsta;Ee that his Government merely wished to draw
QAU's and Mewber States! attention to the issue so that a suitable
stand dorstrategy may bse adopted in view of the new polzt;aal

J

developuents in Portugals ) ‘VOFAch ¥
 QOrchives Y gy,
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After the statement by the Representative of Tanzania, the
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the‘ﬁepublic of Guinea introduced
document‘CM/570/Rev;1/Add.2 on the item entitled: "The Republic of
Guinea~-Bissau and the cth;r Portugqgse colonies with respect to the
new gitﬁa%ionwtreatea”aswa“resulﬁ ;f the change of government in
Pgrtuga.l"-,‘ which had Been included in the ééenda at his Government's
request. This was because the Council of Ministers had decided to ¢
consider the two items togethenmf

B : .

In support of the initial observations made by the BRepresent-
ative.of Tanzania, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guinea'said
he could hardly over~emphasise how opportune it was fqr the Q4U to
include in the ggendawoimihewZErdMDrdinary‘Session of the Council,
fop.priority-consideration, a Probleﬁ which was of serious concern
to Each and every OAU Member.S%ate, nanely the application of the
ﬂew(strategy dictated by thé sﬁepping up of the process of complete
and‘éffective decolonisation of‘the sister countries of Angols,
Moz?mhique, Sao TOmeﬁand ér;ﬁcigeas well as the Republic of Guinea-
Bisgaﬁ and the Cape Verde Islands followiﬁg the 'change of government
in Portugal. ‘

K ‘ ’ t
2 He also pointed out that Angoiﬁ, the Republic of Guinea-

Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands and Mozambique havé been fighting

for 15, 11, and 10 years réspectively against_Portuguese.colonialism

with the help and active solidarity of progressive parties and Statés

4
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in general and the QAU in particular, with the sole aim of achieving
unconditional iﬁ&ependence for their countries and real national

¢

sovereignty for their peoples.

‘He added that in spité of ali the atrocities "the
Portuguese colonialist troops have suffered defeat, after:defeatys thanks to
/ﬁgiited front and the imPlicationQ of opposition from among the
Portuguese pégple who, worn out and fedlup with a war that is not
theirs, began a stpuggle interspersed with sucéessful acts of

sabotage which drove the fascist Portuguese government to the wall.

From theh on, the victor} of our brothers fighting for
their freedom, our victory, became inevitable even to those who had
been?ﬁénying its inevitability. But what do we see today ?
Portuguese ;olonialism with its hands still sfained‘with-tge blood
of Mdndiahe, Amilcar’Cabral and thousands of our martyred brothers
impudently wants to be seeﬁ as the éery embo@iment of the defence of
the principles of freedom, aignity and justice. We are not taken in
by this hoax because we do ndt believe in miracles. Indeed imperialism
’has'no hea;t. It knows and defends its interests alone. “Imperialism
gives up only what the people snatch from ite Tﬁis explains our joy
at the news that the secdné and subsequent phaseé of the talks
between the PAIGC ana‘the representatives of the PortugugSe

.

government, will, we hope, take place on African soil in Algeria”.
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Speaking, in his turm, the Foreign Minister of Senegal
congratulated the representatives of Tanzania and Guineé on their
initiatives in placing this important item on the agénda. He felt,
however, that since the problem was familia; to everybody, it would
be better to give the floor to the liberation movements themselves
to state precisely what they required from - .. OAU and the African

States in the current phase of the development of the struggle.

The Minister of Rural Development of Zambia took the floor
next to say he hoped the Twenty-Third Session of the Council Session .
would attach to this problem tﬁe importance it deserved. He considered
the negotiations between the Government of Guinea-Bissau and Cape
Verde Islands and Portugal to be of great importance within the context
of the total liberation of Africa. He hoped that the negotiations dealt
with the ways and means of putting.an end to Portuguese aggression
against the independent state of Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde
Islands. With regard to Mozambigue, Guinea-Bissau and the Cape
Verde Islands these negotiations, he felt, should be guided by the
urgent need to respect Africa's territorial integrity. He called uvpon
Portugal to announce publicly and categorically that it accepts the .
principle of African.independeﬁce‘since the present attitude gf'the
Portuguese Govérnment, a8 reflected in its vague views and policies
on indepenﬁence was unsatisfactory. Indeed, there counld be no
compronise on the quesgion of totai independence of the African
territories under Portugueée domination He believed that it was
not the changes which had taken ﬁlace in Portugal itself which had
led th.the libgration of the Portuguese people but }ather, that it

was the 1iberation'étruggle‘in Africa which had decidedly brought

about the downfall of fascism in Portugal.

N
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The Foreign Minister of Guinea Bissau intervened to
clarify his go&ernment's stané on the cufreﬁt negotiations with the
Portuguese gqﬁernmenﬁ and on the problem of"the territorial unity
of Guinea-Bigsau and the dapé Verde Islands. '

; )

Iﬁ his address, the representalive of the Republic of ’
Equatoriai Guinea congratulated the African Liberation Movements on
the treﬁendous efforts they had exerted in the national liberation
é’cruggle. .Recalling “the difficwlties encountered by his country
immediately after independence and the aid exfended‘?y 0AU, the
represeﬁtative of-Equatorial Gu;nea announced\that*his gdvernment
had decided to grant 2 million pes?ta’s to the Republic of Guinea-
Bissau as a contribution to its struggle for 1iberation.¢ Fe

The representative of the Libeééﬁion Movement of Sao Totie
and Principe spoke next and ;xplained hiﬁ_movement‘s stand on the
problem of the liberation of his country. He explained .the difficulties
it ;was encountering in obtaining effective aid from the Tiberation
Committée ahd asked the OhU Council of Ministers to help settle
these pfoblems. !

The Vice-&-fresident of FRE‘LB‘&O then made a brilliant statement
analysing the_political situation in Portugal and Mozambique-and
concluded that the fascist forces in Mozambigue had been disarmed by
.

the determination of the Mozambican people to attain their i°.

independence under the banner of FRELIMO. He drew the attention of the
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Council of Ministers to the fact that, although the fascist
government bf'Portugal had been overthfown, the new literal .
- govefnmen@ was still basicall& colonialist and,'as a result, the
liberation struggle being waged in Mozambigue under FRELIMO' s
J leadership was ﬁot over. He further declared that the probiem of
ERFIIMO and Mozambigue remained, as the paét, the ability to resist
the assaults of the enemy, who was‘ceasélessly‘manoeuvering,'and K
conquer him, He therefore proposed that the OAU Council of Ministers

study the form of assistance needed by his movement and country in all

areag in order to carry through their liberation struggle.

After a thorough examination of the matter, the Council
deéided to adopt afdéélaratioﬁ, based on that of the Twénty-Third
Ordinary Session of the Liberation Committee in Yaounde, which wogld'
feflect its views-mud Africa's new strategy on this crucial problem.

v Reports of the Twenty~Second and Twenty-Third Special

Session of the Liberation Committee. ,

i = .
These yeports were introduced by the Chairman of the
Twenty-Second Session and the Chairman of the Twenty-Third

Ordinary Session of the Liberation Committee.

The Liberation Committee held a Special Session in
. Mogadishu, under the cchairmanship of the Minister for Foreign

Affairs of the United Republic of Cameroon, to hear the Chief



CM/611
Page. 25

Minister df Seyschelles, who had expressed the desire to
address the OAU Council of Ministers, 'end report to the

Twenty~Third Session of the Coumcil.

At the end of the debate, the Council of Ministers
adopted the reports end recommendations of the two afore
mentioned Sessions of the Liberation Committee, =nd granted
observer status o the Party of the Chief Minister of
Seychelles, Mr. MACHAM.

On the distriputiun‘uf materials especially of
military ncture the council decided to continue with the
+already laid down and aceepted procedure of the OAU.

Applications for observer status submitted by the
'All Africc Conference of Churches and IRIC.

These opplications for observer status were submitted
by Liberia and Cemeroon respectively.
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The representative of Libya laid. before
the Council. the applicatioh for observer status
presented by the Islamic Dawa's Association whose
headguarters ig in Tripoli .and ﬁhich,is.headéd Yy
Sheikh Mohamoud Sobhy,\the Secretary General of the
Agsociation.
' After a brief discussion end in view of the fact that
the papers of the All African Cenference of Churches
had been submitted late, the Council referred this application
for observer status to one of its subsecquent sessions for
congideration,to allow Member.8tates the time to make an
in—-depth study of this matter;

However, the Council granted observer status to
the IRIC.

¥

MEMBERSHIP OF CAFRAD

This matter was introduced by the representative of
Morocco who expressed the hope that many . Member States of the
‘Organization would join this Institution.

Ho proposed a draft resolution sppealing to Mnmber
States who had not yet done go to, JOln CAFRAD,

. The Councll of Ministers inanimously adopted the arafi
resclution presented by Norocco.

~ Report on the Extréordingry Session of the United
United Nations General Agsembly on Raw Materials and

Davelopment.

.t I ot e

: The representative of the General Secretariat intro-
duced Report CM/599 concerning the results of the.Ex;ra—
ordinary Session of the United Nations General Assembly on
Rew Materials and Development held in New-York in April

1974 on the initiative of the Government of the Democratic
and Popular Republic of Algeria. ' '
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The Council of Ministers took note of this report
and called upon the OAU General Secretariat to carry out
studies on the implementation of the recommendations of the
Extraordinary Session of the United Nations Generai '
Asgembly conteined in Report CM/599.

- Progress Report on negotiations between African countries
and the European Economic Community (EEC)

Report CM/588 on this matter was sybmitted by the OAU
Genersl Seccretariat in the absence of .the Chairman of the
African Group negotiating in Brussels., Following a statement
by the representative of the General Secretariat, the
Council of Ministers decided to take note of the information
regarding progress so far made in the negotiations between
African countries and thé EEC,

Provisional Agenda of the Eleventh O;dinary Sesgion
of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government.

The General.Secretariat presented to the Council
document AHG/69/Rev.1 on the provisional agenda of the
Fleventh Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads
of State =nd Govermment, .
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After a brief discussion, the Twenty Third Ordinary
Session of the Council of Ministers decided to recommend to
"the Eleventh Ordinary Session of the assembly of Heads of

State and Government the following agenda:

te Formal opening

2. Flection of officers
3. Adoption of the Agende
k. Organisation of work

5. Presentation of the Administrative
G Secretarqueneral‘s report on the activities
of the Organisation for the period from June

1973 to June 1974

6. Consi@eration of the Recommendations of the

Eighth Extraordinary Session of the Council

7. Consideration of the Recommendations of the

Twenty-~SesonduCrdinary Session of the Council

8. Consideration of the Rénommendations of the
Twenty Third Ordinary Session of the Council.
9. (a) * The Repubiic of Guinea-Bissau and the
other Foriuguese colonies in the wake of-
the new situation created by the change
. of Government in Portugal. (proposed by
Guinea)

{b) The territories under Colonial domination

in Africa.

rd

10, Statement by the President of Senegal on some

asPegts of J'he N.ontac:j:s between the Portuggese

T FRih oy v

Authorities and the iepresentat!:o of ﬁhe

o, - I3
e e e '-.-v\.-t"= - Lo

Lgberaflop Movementsn
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11. Admission of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau
; to the Coordination Committee for the liberation

of Af;ica
~ 12, The Middle East situation.

13- Date and venue of the Twelfth Ordinary Session

of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government.
14. Any other business. .

Date and Venue of the Twenty Fourth Ordinayy Session of the
Gouncil

Since no country offered to play host to the Twentye
Fourth Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers, it was
decided that the Council meet at the QAU headquarters in Addis

Ababa in Febrary 1975.

As regards the exact date, the Administrative Secretary-
General was asked to fix it in consultation with the current
Chairman of the Council of Ministers and to notify the mumbex

states.

The Representative of Mauritius then took the floor
to inform the Council that his country was inviting the
Twenty Fifth Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers and
the Twelfth Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State

and Government to mect in Mauritius.

.
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ADDENDUM CF THE REPORT OF THE PLENARY COMMITTEE.

The Council of Minister unanimously adopted the
Report of the Plenary Drafting Committee with the follo-
wing modification;~

REPORT .
Te On page 13 the heading should read thus;-—
"The Situation in the Middle East and the Palest-

inian Question'”,

2. " On page 29 Regarding the date and Venue of the 25th

Ordinary Session and the following ab the end bof the
page:~

"However, after the Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs of Uganda recelled that during the 10th
Summit in Addis Absba, an understanding had been
reached %o hold Tthe 12th Summit in Kampala, the
Council agreed that the 25th Ordinary session of
the Council of Ministers and the 12th Summit would
take place in the Uganda Capital in June 1975,

RESOLUTTONS .

3 " CM/PLEN/Draft/Res.1/REV.1 the title should read
as follows:- )
"RESOLUTION ON THE SITUATION IN TEE'MIﬁDLE EAST
AWD THE IALJISTINIAN QUESTION" and operative para-
graph 3 (c¢) should read as follows:

"(¢) The exercise by the Palestinian People of their
right to self determination and ﬁhe.recognition
of their national rights",.
REQUEST BY THE FOREIGN MINISTER OF PORTUGAL TO MIHT
THE ADMINISTRATIVE HECRETARY GENERALo
1o The Council considered this request and decided
that the fidministrative Secretary General should be suth-
orized to meet Mr.Mario Soares,.Foreign Minister of Portugal
at the Headguarters of the ;,Organization to allow the Foreign
of Portugal to explain according o his wish the Policy of

his country regarding the future of African territories still
under Portuguese dominabion.
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The Council expresséd its gratitddeito- the Government of
Mauritius for this offer. With regard to the venue of the
Twelfth Ordinary Session-éf the Assembly of Heads of State dnd-
Government, it‘was‘decidedathaﬁ this was a matter for the Heads

of State and Government themselves to decide.

The represenfative of Uganda then toock the floor, to say
that- he reserved the right to intervene on the matter later,
since hig government was also considering-playing host to the

Twedfth OAU Summit.

~ Report of the Programme Committee for the Tenth Anniversary
Celebrations of the 0AU.
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Since the‘Chairman of this dommittee-uas unable to
attend, the Council of Minis%ers, in its afternoon Session om
91 June 1974, decided to postpone consideration of this matter to

the morning of 12 June 1974
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