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1 .0 -OPENTNG SESSION

Following the formal registration of participants, the opening
session of the meeting of the heads/coordinators of national maize
programs of West and Central Afiica was held in the conference room of
ETTA Station at Calavi, Cotonou, Benin Republic. The opening session
was addressed by Dr. J. P. Eckebil, the Deputy Director General for
Intemational Cooperation Division of IITA, Dr. P.M. Qmn, the Director
of ETA Crop Improvement Division, Dr. Taye Bezuneh, the Director of
Research of OAU/STRC SAFGRAD and Dr. M. Houssou, the Director of

Institute of Agronomic Research of Benin Republic.

1.1- Opening remarks by the Deputy Director General for Intemational
Cooperation of IITA

Dr. J. P. Eckebil who was the chairman of the opening session,
warmly welcomed all participants and explained the part played by ETA
in the development of the maize network project proposal. He indicated
that ETA followed the instructions given by USAID to develop the
project proposal. After submitting the proposal to USAID, IITA
monitored the approval process by maintaining close contact with USAID
office in Washington. He seized the occasion to reiterate that IITA
regarded research networks as tools for the National Agricultural
Research Systems (NARS). He emphasized that networks belong to the
NARS and the participation of ETA in the management of the maize
network should be considered essentially as temporary. He added that the
management of the maize network would be transferred to the NARS at
their request any time they are ready. However, because of the nature of
its activities, ETA will remain a partner in the technical functioning of
the network in order to make available to network member countries its

technological advances.

Concluding, he indicated that the meeting should have been
organized jointly with that of the committee of National Directors of
Research initiated by USAID and SPAAR to discuss the frame work for
action on agricultural research in West and Central Africa of which

. networks constitute an essential part. For various reasons this meeting




























































































































