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Report on the situation in the Middle East 

'1. It is to be .recalled that since '1967, the OAU political 
organs have kept the situation in the Middle East under 
continuous consideration.and expressed in different re
solutions the re-affirmation that the total withdrawal 
of Israel from all the occupied Arab territories and 
the exercise of the inalienable national rights of the 
Palestinian People are pre-conditions for any just and 
durable peace in the Middle East. 

2. By its Res ••••••• , the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government reaffirmed the above-mentioned p;r-inciples .a.'1d 
declared its full support for the Pa;Lestine Liberation 
Organization as the legitimate representative of. the 
Palestinian People and invited "the OAU Secretary-General 
to follow closely developments in the l"':iddle East situation 
and report to the t.wenty'-fourth session of the Council of 
Ministers". In the same resoluti.on, it was decided to 
"maintain t):1e Middle Eaet situation as an important item 
on the agenda of the 24th Session of the Council of Min
isters". 

3. In conf.ormity with these 0irectives, the Administrative 
Secretary-'General has f,ollowed closely these developments 
an9- was in c'ontinuous contact with the government of the 
Arab Republic of Egypt, \vhich at the same time, kept him 

~ 

informed of the situation and its efforts to achief a 
just and lasting peace. 

'+. In fact, it appears to the Administrative Secretary 
General that inspite of ~he disengagement agreements 
between Egypt, Syria and_ Israel, it does not appear that 
any new and positive developments have followe'd as 
expected. As a result, the cease-fire on the different 
front a looks - at pre.sent - very precarious. 
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5. It is worth noting in this respect, that although the 
.Arab Republic or' Egypt and other Arab countries have 
maintained. their desire for a just and lasting peace,· 
Israel .has ignored all the. efforts. to achieve this 

' objective.. It has gone with art unprecedented re-armament 
I 

programme and by the time such a programme was nearly 
completed, series of actions were undertaken which could 
have exploded the present precarious situation. The 
Government of Israel has ordered more than once, mobi
lization of its armed forces. It has continued. to 

' 
attack by air raids and ground and. navy assaults Leban,on, 
the civilian population in that country and. the Palestinian 

' ' . ' 

refugee. camps. 

These actions have been combined with successive deiclara-
. . 

tiona by the Prime Minister of Isra~l and other leaders 
in Israel, in which they reject the principle of total 

' withdrawal and the recognition of the national rights of 
the Palestinian people. 

6. Within the friJ,lllowork of Afro-Arab Co-operation, the 
Administrative Secretary-General attended - as an observer 
- the Arab Summit C.onference held in .Rabat from 26-29 
October, 197!~. The J,rab Summit examined in depth the 
Arab position, the Palestinian question and the strategy 
to be adopted in the face of the Israeli policy, the 
Conference reaffirmed -·inter alia- the inalienable . . 
rights ·Of the Palestinian People to establish - under 
the leadership of the' FLO the independent national author
ity in any Palestinian territory to be liberated. It 
reaffirmed that the FLO is the legitimate representative 
of the Palestinian people and pledged to lend all support 
to the FLO. ·' 
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7. The most important development - during the period under 
review, was the request by a great number of States from 
Africa and the third World, to include the question of 
Palestine on the agenda of the 29th Session of the General ,, 

i>ssembly • 

. Subsequently, the General Assembly decided on the 14th 
of October 4974, to invite the PLO'to participate i'n. 
its deliberation on the item as .representative of the 
Palestinian people. 

8. The debate on this item and the adoption of resolutions 
:(236, 3237 (XXIX) by the General Assembly have shown the 
overwhelming support of OAU Mejllber States to the .Palestinian 
cause and,the successful joint action of the African and 
Arab groups within the UN. 

It is to be noted that the two resol)ltions contain the 
basic principles previously adopted by the OAU. 

9. Resolution 3236 (XXIX) of "j;he General Assembly .reaffirmed 
the inalienable. rights of the Palestinian people in 
Palestine including: 

a. 'The right to self-determination without external 
interference. 

b. The right to national independence and sovereignty. 

This resolution emphasized that the full respect of the 
inalienable rights of Palestinians is indispensable 
for the solution of their problem. It also recognized 
that the Palestinian People is a princip~l party in the 
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establishment of a just and lasting peace in the Middle 
East~ It further requested the UN Secretary-General to 
establish contacts with the FLO on all matters concerning 
the question of Palestine. 

10• Resolution 3237 (XXIX) granted the status of observer 

'. 11. 

.. 12. 

' to the FLO. 

I 

Israel has rejected those resolutions and failed to under-
stand the widening gap between its. p.oiicy and the achieve
ment of a just and durable peace in the l"'iddle East. 

It· is becoming evident that unless Israel recognizes the 
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people~ abandon its 
present expansionist policy and accepts to withdraw from 
all occupied Arab territories the situation will continue 
to be highly explosive. 

13. The Arab Republic of Egypt has consistently,maintained 
that a just and durable peace should include a total 
settlement of the Middle East crisis. This settlement 
should include the Israeli withdrawal from all occupied 
Arab territories to the International frontiers and 
the restoration of the national rights of the Palestinian 
People. Egypt maintains that the Geneva Conference is 
the proper forU1~ to reach a full and permanent solution 
to the problem. 

14. From these developments., certain conclusions could be 
brought to the attention of the Council of Min;isters: 
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a. The situation in the l"iiddle Eas.t continues to be 
I 

serious and deteriorating. 

b. The effecijive political support of OAU Member States 
to Egypt and the. Lrab cause, within the O.AU and the 
UN is needed to isolate Israel. EgYJ)t and other 
.Arab qountries have expressed their appreciation 
fo.r the' African stand based on justice and the 
sincere desire for peace~. 

c. The Palestinian cause has gained world wide recog
nition and no possible durable settlement could be 
worked out without the participation of the PLO. 

d. Bilateral contacts between the two super povmrs, 
in their capacity as co-chairmen of the. Geneva 
Confer~nce on the Middle East continue its search 
for a break through. 

'15. Such an assessment might tend t.o be pessimistic, but the 
different factors governing the situation and the con
tinuation of Israel. in its present policy, do not give 
way for optimism. 

The effects of the l"liddle East cr1s1s on the African 
Continent cannot be minimized and the General Secretariat will 
continue to follow closely the developments 1vi th the hope the,t 
a just arid durable peace in the Middle East shall materialize. 
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