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ALL AFRICA . CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES
(Application for Observers Status with the QAU)
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The AACC is an Association of Churclies in Africa and at present hag a membefship in

31 Afriean Nationse Please see attached list of membershipe. Its membership is

composed of chirches, confessional bodies and the National Christian Council in

Africae

The functions of the‘Goﬁference are:
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To keep before the Clmrebes and National Christian Councils the demands
of the Gospel pertaining to thier life and mission, for evangelism, for
witness in’society, for service and'for-unity, and. to- this end to promote

consultation and action among the Cliurches and Councilse

To encourage closer relatiomship and mufual sharing of experienge among

the Churches in Africa through visits, consultation and conferenee, and the

-eirculation of informations

To provide for a common programme of study and. researcha
Po assist the Churches in finding, sharing and placing persomnel and .
uwtilising other resources for the most,effective progécution of their

commaon tamk,..

To azgist the 'C_hurchesu in their common work of leadership training, lay
and clerical, for the fask of the Churches todays

Without prejudice to its own autonomyy to collaborate with the Worlid

Council of Churchés and other appropriate ageméies in such ways as may

be mutually agreeds '

The Conference has invelved itself in a number of African problems including:

le

2.

30

The Liberation Movements of Africa by granting donations

Refugees Problems by granting donations.

_Political yroblems, notably the settlement of the Southern Sudan

political probleme
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In these fields, the AACC hag so far earned approval from some African Heads of

States and other responsible Africans. ) '

From attached balance sheet, the sources of the-Conference}s‘finanoe isg generally
foreign to Africa. It may be necessary to mention, at least in passing that
involvement of religious bodies in politios might result in a misplacement of
functions. Records are not, however, available, but it is believed that the
Conference contributed substaentially towards the peaceful settlement of the Sudan
political debacle, Against this, however, is the memory in recent times of accussations
. levelled againgt such humanitarian christian organigations as the “Caritas" for
subversive poliiical involvement in the internal affairs of countriess. A1l this will
be judged against the background of‘financiél support emanating from non-dfrican
gourcesa. 1iet considering all the AACC's éctivities so far, in the emancipation

of Africa from foreign domination, and in particular, the promotion of' the dignity

of the African, the Council of Ministers may wish %o consfaer the Conference's

application for Observer Status. .

The application of_AAbC for Observer Status was first put before the Council at its
23rd. Session in Mogadiscio. It was not thén congidered as the Council wanted more

time to study the application.

In accordance with CM/162 /Revs2, the conditions under which observer status can be

granted to applicanté are as follows:=—

Any Organization seeking to enjoy observer status shall atiack to ite

requests

(a) The convention, charter or status governing its functions;

(b) A memorandum describing its programmes and activities and indicating

the number of its members, or its supporters in one or more Member States.

“"Consideration of the reguest with a view to granting observer status shall

be subject to the following pre-conditionss

(a) The request shall confirm with the fundamental principles set forth
in the Charter of the 0AU, )

3
(b) The activities of the body seeking observer status shall in conformity
with the objectives of the OAUV,
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innexed, to this paper are the Constitution of the Conference innex I, its memorandum
of activities Annex II, includirng its list of membership and financial sources and
comments of African leaders on the Conferenée Annex III, ‘

If the application is approved, the Conference will be granted observer status upder
category € in which casej

l. It can attend as observer to the public sessions of the QAU, Specialised

Commissions during discussiong of a matter of partipular interest to thems

2o Communicate a written declaraticén to the Cqmmission through the medium
of the Administrative Secretary-Oeneral, after approval‘by'tha Chairman
of ‘the Session, 7
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ANNEX I

CONSTTTUTION
of the
ALL 4FRICA COUFERENCE OF CHURCHES '

The 411 Africa Coufercnce of Churches (AACC)

Believing that the purposc of God for the Churches in Africa is life

together, in & common obedience to Him for the doing of His will in the

wofld' the Churches and the National Christian Council of Africa

subscribing hercto have constituted the All Africa Conference of

Churches as a fellowship of consultation and cooperation within the

wide fellowéhip of the universal churche

PASISS

The 411 Africa Go'n‘_ference of Churches is a fellowship of Churghes

which

confess the Lord Jesus Christ as Uod and only “aviour agcording

to the Seriptures and therefore seek to fulfill togother their .common

calling to the glory of the one-God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
' )

FUNCTIONS:
——— g

The'functions of the 411 Africa Confercnce of Qhurches shall beg

le

3»

To keep beforc the Churches and National Christian Councils
the ‘demands of the Cospel pertaining to their life and mission,
for cvanéelism, for witncss in society, fcr sewrige and for
unity, and to this end to promote consultation and action among

the Churches and Councilse

To encourage closcr relationship and mutual sharing of
experience among the Churches in Africa through visits; consuli-

ation and conférence, and the circulation of informatione

To provide for & common programme of study and rescarchy

!
To assist the Churches in finding, shering and placing persomiel
and wtilising other resources for the most effootive prosecution

of their common taske.
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5¢ ‘To assist the Churches in their common work of leadership

training, lay and cleriocal, for thc task of the Churches todaye

. Bo Without prejudice to its own autonomy, to coilaborate with the

World Council of Cnurches and other appropriate agencies in
such ways as may be mrtually agreeds

MEMBERSHIP

1. The AACC shall be composed of those Churches and Hational or
Regional Confessional Bodies in Afrita which express a desire
to join the AACC, which acgept its basis and which satisfy
such criteria as the Asscmbly may presoribe,

24 National Christian Covncils in Afriea which express a desiie
to join the AACC and which accept its basis may become

agsociate members of thée AACC,
STRUCTURE:

The 411 Africa Conference of Churches shall discharge its functions
through the followinz organs:

1. The Assembly .
2e The General Committec

3. The Executive Committec

Ae The Finance Gbmmittee

5e The Ingtitutions and Depaftments

6. _ The Rogistered Trustécse

‘THE ASSEMBLY 3

1, The Assembly shall be the nrincipal authority of the AACC,

26 The Assembly shall be composed of the official representatives
of the member Churches, Regional Confessional Bodies and
National Christian Councils, directly appointed by them, in
accordance with the By-Laws of the Constitution, the President
and Vice~Presidents and Members of the (General Committee, and
such consulitant non—voting members as the Asscmbly or General
Committee shall invite., Provision shall be made in the By-laws

also for adequate representation of laymen and women and youthse
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3. The Assembly shall ordinarily meet once overy five yearse
4 Ihe officcrs of the Assembly shall be:
, a)  The Presideng and not more than four Viec~Presidents

elected by the Assembly from among its own voting members,

b) Chairmen and two Vice~Choirmen of the General Committcee

A

c) The General Seoretary of the AACC (Ex-Officio),

5¢ - In consultation with the General Committec the Officcers shall
convene tho Assembly.
B¢ The Officers shall preside over meetings of the Assemblys,

I
[

Te The Asscmbly shall prescribe criteria for membership of the AAGG,

Be The Assembly may éstablish By-laws by 2 two-thirds majority

of thpSe present and voting.
e The Assembly shall have no power *to leglslate for members}

Vie THE GENERAL COMMITTER::

le The Gencral Committee shall, between meetings of the Assembly,
fulfill all the functions on the AACC.

L]

2e The Geéneral Committce shall consist of:
{2) fThe Officers of ‘the Lssemblye

(b) Not more than 25 nor less than 20 voting members, elected

QWOF AFRICY ‘
< &, by the Assembly from among its own voting members, taking

into account full participation of laymen, women and young
peéple as well as geographical, linguistic and confessional
considerations, For every clccted member an alternate shall

also be electod.

\
(¢c) Not more than five consultants co—opted by the other members

R, W R & . . . s . ‘ . L
4ﬁ&ﬁ4n5%95“5%5€gﬁ$ of the General Committee %o participate in its deliberations
W . ]

N D LUN They shall have no right to votés
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A quorum shall consist of 50% of the voting memberss

The General Committee shall ordinarily meet once a years

The General Committee shall elect the following officers from

~among its own voting membersi

7

Zue The Chairman
e Two Vice=Chairmen.

‘The Gencral Committee shall appoint an Exgcutive Committecs

Gy The Execcutive Commitiee shall be empowered to take
decisions in the name of and on hehalf of the General
Committce within the framework of the policics,
programmes and budgetary provisions already esiablished

by the iAssembly or the General Committeca.

be  The Executive Committee shall consist of the followings

The Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the General Committeesg.
gix othér members elected by the Gencral Committee from.
among its own voting members with six alternstes 1o such

]

members, and the Gencral Secretory (Ex-Officio)e.

Ce. Only those membors of the Executive who are voting

members of the General Committee shall have power to

VOtG -
de A quorum shall consist of two=thirde of the véting
members . .
1
ce  Copies of the Minutcs of the Executive Committee

meetings shall be distributed to all members of the
General Committee, to which‘body‘tﬂe'Executive Committee
shall furnish such reporis ag may from time to time
be requircd. ' L
; .
The General Committee shall appeint a Finance Commitice

whose funciions shall bei=
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To formulate an annual budget for the 4ACC.

+

To secure financial support to meintain the work of the
AACC from: -

~

i membership fees presoribed by the Assembly and
payable by membora, '

ii, Grants, donations and legaciess

To present to the General Committee annual audited accouniss

After approval by the General Committee, they shall be
cireculated by the Financg Committee to all members of tho
AACGC.

To réceive ‘and scrutinize the annual budget prepared by the
institutions and departments and to moke recommendations to
the General Committee in regards theretos

The Fibance Committee shall consist of sSeven members:

~ four of whom shall be elected by tha General Commitioee

from among its voting members.

- one of whom shall be elected by the General Committee .

because of his financial experience and abilitye

= two of whom shall be co-opted by the other members of the

Pinance Committee and shall be selected because of their

financial experience and ability.

A quorum shall consist of two-thirds of the voting memberss

The General Committec shall appoint ‘the staff of the AACC, which
shall include the General Secretary and Associate General

Sccretaries,

a) The General Sectretary shall be the prihcipal Executive
Officer of the AACC.
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b) The Genéral Secretary shall be responsible to the General
Committce for ensuring the detailed iﬁplementation of the
policies and plans approved by the Asscwbly or the General
Committee, within the framework of the budgets and
staffing patterns established by these bodies,

c) The Gencral Secretary or, in his absence one of the
Associate General Secretaries, shall act as Sceretary to
the Genercl and Executive Committees-but with no right -

to votes

INSTITUPIONS AND DEPARTMENTS:

1.

2e

3

de

e

The Assenibly or between Assemblies the General Committee shall
cstablish such Institutions or Departments as may be nceded 6

carry out particular functional interestse

" The General Committee shall appoint Boards of Management and

Departmental Committees and shall be represented in the member=
ship of all such bodies by at least two memberse It shall’'give
oversight to their work and shall receive regular reports from

‘Shem, »

Such staff as is deemed nceessary to seive each Institution or
Department shall be-appointed by the General Committee in
conpultation with the Board of Management or Departmental

Commiittee concerneda

No Institution or Department shall have the right to pledge the
credit of the AALCC or to enter into any contract which would
commit the AACC to any expenditure whatsoever without the
previous written approval of the General Sccretary, who may
permit the same within those limits laid down by -the General

Committéec,

In approving the budsget and limit of oxpenditure for any
Ingtitution or Department the Goneral Committee shall satisfy
itself that & reasonmable portion thereof shall be contributed

by membcr Churches and associated Councils.

—
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VIII._ REGISTERED TRUSTEES:
a) Seven Trugteces appointed by the'General‘Committee, and

incorporated as registered Trustees shall hold all land and
properties belonging to the AARCC in their corporate name ,

"The All Africa Confeérence of Ghurphes-Registered_Truetees";

b) The Trustees shall have full power to purchase, take on lease
T or in exchange or otherwise acquire for investment or otherwise
land and buildings of any ténure or description and in their
absolute discretion may sell, lease, improve, manage, develop,
exchange or otherwise dispose of or deal with the same as if
they were the absoluie owners thercofy
|
'e) The Trugtees shall hdve power to raise money on loan for the
purchase, ercction, development or repair of any land or buildings

and for that purpose may mortgage, charge or pledge any immovible.
property vested in theme

a) Any documents requiring execcution b&‘the Registered Trustees
shall be deem duly executed if their Common Seal shall have
t been affixed thercto with thée prior written consent of at

least four Trustees and in the preseénce of at least twoe

IX, ASSOCIATED ORGANISATIONS:

Y. The Assembly or between the Assemblies the General Committce,
'ﬁay negotiate agreements with other organizations to prosecute
together work in which AACC and such other organizationS‘qre

mitually involved or interesteds

"2 Such Associated Orgonisations shall have the right of non-
voting representation in the Assembly, the General Committee
and such Boards of Management or Departmental Committess as they
mey wish and 2s the General Committee may approve, on the
" advice of the Boards of lManagement or Departmental Committecs

concerned,
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TISSOLUTION

A proposal for the dissolution of the AACC ¢an be made by not léss than one-
third of the member Churches and Christian Councils through the Gemeral

Cormittee. The General Committee shall notify all member Churches, Christion
Councils end Associated Organizations of the dissolution proposal, If 50% of

- the total members of the AACC support the proposal, the General Committee shall

swmon the Assembly. 4 proposal for dissolution of the AACC can be passed only
by three—quarters of the members present and voting at the meeting of the
Assembly o .

If upon winding up or dissolution of the AACC there remains, aftor the
satisfaction of all debts and liabilities, any properiy whatsoever, the same
should be given or transferved to such other institutions having objects
gimilar to the objécte of the ALACC or %o euoh‘inter~0huréh‘organizations in
Africa as +the Assembly shall determines '

AMENDMENTS®
Amendments may be proposed Wy a member Church or member Council or ‘the General

Committee, Amendments proposed by a member Church or member Council shall be

reviewed by the General Committee before they are considered by the Assemblys

Notice of all amendments proposed or approved by the General Committeg.shall be

sent to all member Churches and Councils not less than six months before
the meeting of the Assembly. Amendments shall require for adoption a two-

thirds majority of Assembly members present and voting.

XIl. ENTHY INTOQ T")RCE OF THE CONS *ITUTION

The Constitution shall become effective on adoption by a two=thirds majority

of the votes of the representitives p.esent and voting at the first Asgemblye



A ' CH /704 (XXVI)
ANNEX IT

MEMORANDUIM ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE
ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES

Liberation Movements:

The stand of the AACC in rogard to the liberation of South Africa, Rhodesia, and
the Portuguese »~ conirolled parts of our Continent is well known. Not satisfied
with just speaking out against racism and imperialism the AACC bhas ziven finanéial
assistance 1o the Liberatiori. Movements as followst

1971 = US $100,000 was distributed ameng 4 Liberation

Movemenise

1974 - us $10,000 was given to Liberation Movements thrgugh QAU,
1974 - US $5,000 wag given to two Liberation Movements.

F
In addition to this, the AACC from time to time meets the expenses of Liberation
Movement lezders vwho travel through Nairobie

Refggees; . .

/

The AACC ipn gogoperation with other refugce-serving agencies, ineluding the OAU
hag tried to alleviate the sufferinéﬁof Africa's one million refugees since 1565.
As o member of the OAU/BPEAR Co-ordinating Committee, of which we are currently
Chairmen, we have participated in planning the programmes of the BPEAR.

Since the establishment of the BPEAR, our financial contributions have been as
followsim

1971 - Us $5,000
19712 - Us $5,000
1973 - Us $5,000
1974 - Us $10,000.
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In recognition of this commitﬁent, African Heads of State and other leaders have

expressed the following:

On the QOccasion of the 10th Anniversary of the AACC:

Emperor Haile Selassic of Ethiopia -

General

"We are mindful of the usgful‘contributions which the All Africa Conferénce
of Churches is making for the¢ wellwbeing and development of our continent

and the service of humanity™.

Yakubu Gowon of Nigeria -
"We very much apprceiate the laudible r;lo which the A11 Africa Conference
of Churches has been playing in African affairse. I recall, with pride
your sincere efforts to mediate in the Nigerian civil war and your prayers
for the return of peace to Higeria. Of particular note, was the ouvtstanding
contributions of the Organization to the amicable settlément of the Southern
Sudan problem in Addis Ababa in'Febrﬁar& 1972, The personal efforts of the
Secrotary-General, Revs Canon Burgess Carr as "Moderator" during the
fiegotiations o resolve the very delicate problem that faced our brothers
in Sudan, will always be remembered as a positivé contribution of an
honcst and dedicated man fully committed to the cause of .peace in Africa,

. ‘
I also note with satisfaction the determination of the_All Africa
Conference of Churches to continue to serve as an organ for promoting

peace and harmony wherever there is civil or racial conflict in any part

of 4frica. This is highly commendable and deserves. the support of all

of us ywho are egually anxious to rid the African contincnt of all vestiges
of racism and human indignity to man. "I am confident that with God on our
side and with continucus perseverance by all of us, our cause of unity

and freedom in Africa will ‘triumph in the ehd%.

Mzee Jomo Kenyatta, President of Kenya:

"y Government,has noted with satisfaction the recent significant role you
have played in the solution of Sudan conflicte In that, you have scored

for yourselves a spceial ploce in the history of African struggle for
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peace and Jjustice. I wish you the best of luck in your future
endeavours in the services which you will continue to give our people and

nations%,

President W R Tolbert Jr. of Liberiaj

General

"Some of your laudable p#ojecf include an emergency programme for
ccumenical action to aid unemployed African youths and refugees; the
Ufban.Africa-programme in mission and evangelism-among indusirial workers;
Christian educationj et¢. 411 this point to the fact of your ihvolvement

in the challenge posed in the human development of African Nations".
Coafar M Nimeri of Sudan:

"The goal of religion is moral perfections Man is go burdened by
contradictions that he Seeks to free himself from eviles Thé supreme
meaning of being can only consist in attaining liberation and freedom
from need, slavery, hunger, disease, ignorance and unemployment. These
services rendered are to Gods Real service becomes possible only when
we have done all that we are able to do, when we have already devoted

ourselves to a"cause and participated in it %o the utmost.

The All Africa Conference of Churchcs has been painstakingly pursuing and
activating the noble acts that induce the pride and dignity of men in our

continent™,

Mr Nzo Ekangaki, OAU Seqretary—General:

WAACC has greatly contributed to shattering the myth that Churches should
1imit themselves to o nerrow interpretation of their spiritual vocation
and las guided African Churches towards full participation in Social,
Political and other forms of liberation of African Nations and peoples as

an integral part of the spiritusl emancipation of these peopless

Your bold actions in the fiecld of decoloniiation and the struggle against
apartheid and racism ceverywhere is a fitting example of this new philosophy
of African Churches. It is also in this context that your initiatives and
positive role in the settlement of the Civil War in the Democratic

Republic of Sudan must be seen',



CM /704(¥XVI)
ANNEX III
K ' Page 3

Mr R K A Gardiner of the UN ECA:

"You have with unstinting devotion to African interests managed through
Christizn action to achieve great things and I think in particular of the
significant roic playsd in resolving the Southern Sudan issue, and your
efforte to help heal the scars of the Nigerian Civi} War. Your efforts

in many other fields thotgh not publicized 'or as spectacular have helped to
promote brothorhood between Africans and between Africans and other
peoples of the world", N

On the occasion of the 3rd General Assembly of the AACC in Lusaka, Zambia, in May
19T74.

General Gabriel Ramanntsoa of the Malagasy Republics

"jis the 3rd Goneral Assembly of the 411 Africa Confercnce of Churches begins
its meeting in lusaka, may I extend in my owmn nam=2 and in the name of the
Malagasy Government and Poople, our best wishes for its success and

reassure you of our constant support in the just combait in which you arec
unceasingly engaged on the Continent of Africa for the liberation of African
humanity and for the development and cultural renewal of all Africa. I am
convinced that your totally Christian action will be an effective contribut-

ion %o cur common struggle'.
Cols I ¥ Achiempong of Ghani:

"It is with particular interest that T notc that the 3rd Assembly of the
A1l Africa Conference of'Churches wWill devote urgent attention to under—
development and ite attendant poverty e... the Assembly will consider lssues
related to the world all sivdjects cf developﬁent, the rcfugee problem, the
search for authentic cultural renewal in Africa,; the perennisalsiruggle for

social justice, evangelism, liberaticvn and unity"e.

“Theré is no doubt this programme reflccts not only your earnest concern
for Africa’s well-being but also confirms th= fact that the Church cannot
be divorced from the day~to-day activities of Government .and -the individual,
and that a1l ~F ma ave iniricately bo :d together by the some ultimate

purpose of ensuring the material and spiritual welfare of society'.
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QAU SecretaryeGeneral:

"As a mattern;f fact, the OAU has always applauded your interest and
concern in the welfare of the African people, your loan projects and
scholarships for African refugees, your 1973 Tananarive Declaration salling
on all Member States to facilitate the p{acement‘of refugee in their
respective countries, especidlly in the private sectors and your important
contribution towards the seitlement of disputes between Member Statcs
through mediation and rceonciliation are among'your practical ways of

contributing towerds peace and unity among the African peopless

Moreover, not only has your organization come oul in’ support of the
Liberation Movements, but it also advances the lattcrts cause during
meetings at which your organization ig represented all over the world.
The QAU sces this as a great contribution towarde the struggle of the
African peoples to eradicate the lagt vestiges of coloniazlism and foreign
domination with 2 view to restoring the dignity of the African peoples
and guarantee their territorial intggrity. The task ahead of ua is
formidable but I am more than convineed that justice will triumph in the

end",

1t is in seeking %o further our commitment as set out here that we are submitiing

this application for cbserver status at the OAU,

The legal Headquarters of the'AACC is at Nairobi, Kenya, It also has a regional
office in Lome, Togo. It cmploys a staff of some seventy persons drawn from

thirteen African nations.

AFRICAN ..
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