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REPORT ON THE‘THIRQ;SESSION-QF THE\QAU AD HOG
COMMITTLE ON DROUGHT IN AFRICA.
1, Drought, which is basically a hydrogeological as well as a

meteorclogical problem, has been raging in the countriés of the Sahel

in sddition 1o parts of est and Fast ifricad

2. Since the sixteenth century, the Sahel had been subjected to 22
droughts; six of those droughts lasted for one-year each, eight fof two
years, two for three ycars, one for four years, four for five years and

one for eighteen yeéars.

3 ‘The advance of this naiural‘disasfer has hecome the plague-of
our time in Afriea; and it oocuﬁiGS'a large part of the Conitinent,
Over 20 Member States had been affected in Vvarying degrees, 11 6f theém
seriously affected.by drought.

de There had been considerable losses in human lives and livestock,
Crops had been destroyed in proportions varying hetween 50 aﬁd'lbO%}
dQPTiving_peoples of theirimain sources of food and thé rural masses

of nearly all their sources of revenue.

5e The drought stricken countries have undergone some change; but

A

still the measures taken to combat drougit-are inadeqiates

6. SiﬁCe April 1974,'the-OﬂU‘Gen0rél Secretariat had pericdically
been submitting problems connected with drought to the policy-making
bodies of theéir Organization.

Te , & certain number of resolutiong had beem adopitéd, more particulairly

Cli/Res. 336 (XXIII), CH/Res.406’(XKIV)‘dA& Cli/Res. 450 (XXV). \

(a) The ad hoc Committée on drought (composed of: Algeria, Ethiopia,
" Xenya, Morocco, Upper Volta and Zaire) had Leen set and had already

met thrice {Rapporteurt's report on the Third Session‘is-annexed).
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(b) dn emergency relief fund had been created and a special

@

account for it (4/C 616) had been opened with ihe Commercial
Bank of Bthiopia in addis Ababa, The contribution of cight

QLU Member States and six-individuals to the emergency relief

‘fund amounted to US $ 424.555.98 / minue US'$ 20,000{00 sent

te the Goverament of Cape Verde. Islands to be used for its
urgent drought assistance needs, ‘in compliance with Resolution
Cli/Ros. 450 (XXV)/, '

Setting-up a section, within the QAU.General Secretariat; to
déal with drought and natural disasters in Africa, The QiU
AdVisony Committee on financial matters approved the setting-
up of the said section, which will be COmPOSed.Of‘One Offiger
and & bilingual Sccrctary. ‘The OsU Recruitment Board will
consider the appliéaiion of candidates for this scotion before .
the end of Harch 1976.

The drawing of the hydrogeologiéal map of the Continent.
The CAU Advisory Committce on budgetary and financial motters

was reguested to arrange for the budgetdiry provisions for

"holding an‘ifrican experts meeting,to'deal,wi@h the drawing

of ‘the hydrogeological map for the Continent.

Holding a symposium ori '"Droughd in ﬁfricaﬂ'before‘ﬁhe end

of 1976. The 04l idvisory Committce on budgetary and financial
mattors was roquested to arrangse for budgetary provisions for
inviting some african experts to participate in the symposium -

under reference.

Esteblishment of sub-regional specialized research institutes

for the prevention and control of natural:diéasters.

The celebrations of the Oull Thirtconth dnniversary to be coentrcd

on aggsistance %o the drousht-siricken countrics.

i
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8. The OAU ad hoc Committee on drought, in its third session, made the
foilowing recommendations:
(1) The Committee decided to send, out of the Emergency Relief Fund,

US.$ 20,000,00- (Twenty thousand US. Dollars) to ‘the Government
of Cape Verde Islands to be used for its urgent drought assistance
needs, in accordance with Regolution CH/Res.450 (xxv)i The =vm
of money was transferredtoc the Governmeni of Cape Verde islandsf
on 2/171976. The Committe¢ has also reguested detailed informaw
tion on the state of drought from the (overnment of Cape Verde
Iglands for a better kﬁowledge of the phenomenon of'drought and
for the purpose of mitigating drought in Cape Verde Islands,

Cii) The Committee recommended. thai ‘04U Member States ghould
: periodically inform the General Secretariat on the state of
drought and natural disasters in their respective countries,
This-will allow ‘the Ucneral Secretariat to collect and up-date
their information on droight and natural disastersy, and will
also help the 040 ad ggg Committcclon‘drought to asséss the

megnitude of a@id required to each affected Hember State.

(iii) Member States affected by the drought and natural disasters
should mzke available to the 0u.U Jeneral Sccretariat all their
needs and roquirements so as to bring 4o the knowledge of all’
Hember States the magnitude of the assistance required.

(iv) The Committee feels that.é%‘should_be‘giVen‘the mendate to A
look into other natural disasters such ag floods, cyclones

and earthquekes, and thereby the composition and number of

the Committecc should be increased for the appropriate covcrage

of drought and all natural disasters in Africa. The followings

wero proposed by the ad hoe Committee to be the additional

members: Cameroon, Senegal, Somalia and Sudan.
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(v) The oblizatory contribution of each OAU Hermber State to the
Emersency Relief Fund. shiould be '--}_-‘5'l;h- of its gontribution o
the OuU Ordinary budgets The suggested contribution will

cover a period of five ysdrs starting from January 1976,

(vi) Setting-up of four sub-regional beodies, on the basig of
geowpolitical division, and having at each subw-regional
level a specialized research institute for the prevention |

and gontrol of natural disastcrs,

(vii) 0uU Administrative Secretary~General sliould personally visit
all 0.l lHember States for collecting both voluntary and mane

d"a.toryi contributions to the bmergency Relief Fund,
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' RiPPORTHUR'S RLPORT
N

INTRODUCTION

The 04U 4d Hoc Gommittce on Drought and Hatural Disasters met
ot the 04U Headquarters in .ddis Lbaba from 17 - 18 December 1975§
: . .
1, Those attending were ilgerie, Ethiopia, Kenya and Zaire,
1

Horocco and Upper Voltn were not popresented at the mecting,

2 The following basic doclments, reproduced in annex to the

present Report, were prepared for the mesting:

— Provisional .gendas ‘
Draft Resolution GH/RGS.450 (XXV); on Drought and

Natural Disasters in wfricaj

- Resoltuon Cli/Res.336 (XXIII)on Drought;

Cl/673 (XXV) = Report on Drought and Watural Disasters ih Africaj

List of paid contributions by countrics and persons to the

Encrgency Relief Fund to combat drought;

Geo-political Division of .fricaj

List of anrual contributions by Nember States to the

Emergency. Relief Mund to combat drought. N

THE DEB..TES
3e The mecting was opened by the rcpresentafive of the 04U General

Secretariat and the Chairman, the High Commissiorier for the Relief and
Rehabilitation in ‘BEthiopia. In their opening addresses,; they brought
out the drought problems that would be considered by the Committece and

the necessary search for sclutions to the problems arising from Drought.

e The Committes agreed on the Provisiocnal wgenda reproduced in
annex. l.
. ;
Be The Committeée adopted the following time-tables
- Horning t  from 10.a.m. to 1 p.i.

- Afternoon :  from 4 p.ns to 6 pun.



Cu/717
Page 6

6e tHth regard to working procedure, it wos agreed that therc
should be a paragraph-by-peragraph discussion of Resolution Cli/Res,
.450.(XXV)‘onIDrought and Natural Disasters in .frice, which wag
adopted b&’the Council of Ministers in its Twenty~Fifth Ordinary
Session held in Kampala, from 18 to 25 July 1975,

r

Paragraph 3 ’ .

] T * . .
Te Having considered the state of Hember State's contributions 1o
the Emergency Relief Fund to combat the Drought, the Committee decidedt

(a) that the assessment of contribuiions by Hember States
to the Relief Fund should be 1/15 of.the normzl contri-

butions of O.U HMember States:

(b) that contributions to the Relief Fund should be mede annually
over a period of five ycars) mamcly from lst. Jamuary 1976 to

1st. January 1981;

(c) that an active international publicity campaisn should be
waged on drought in gencral and thé Relief Fund in parti-

cular;

(4) that the 0.U Sccretary~General shiuld personally head an
official nission composed of 04U Ministers, which would
visit all lienber States in order to collect Loth voliuntary
and mandatory contrihutions to combat ‘the drought.

Paragzraph 4

"8, Henbers of the ud Hoc Committce zgreed to urgently recommend
+his part of the Resolution to the sdvisory’ Committee on Budgetary and
.FinancialuMatters for the immediate wetting up of a section within the
General Secrctariat to deal.with all prohlems ﬁonnected‘%ith-droughf

and natural disagters in wfrica.
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Pardrraph 5 '

9e. The Committec suggmesbod that parg: raphs 5 and 6 be meréed in
a sgingle paragraph, and that this uhouTL azlso be done with parugraphs
T and 8, since they were conaloﬁentury and dealt w1th the same thing.
‘10. “The Committee ecommendcd the establlsnnent &f 4 sub-regional
bodles on- the basis of geo—political lelSlon, having at cédch sub-
regional level a spzcialized resecarch institute for the prevention
and control of netural dis asters. ,

11, The Committec sureested that othcer disa stcrs‘be included in

>

theirh rnaoms oF raference of the 6 Hou-Cpmmi%icea These would consist

of cyclones; floods ard cavihqr.ies.,

12, The Commitiec ogxaeed *thal pari of thé Relief Fund should be

employed by the General Zecretoriot with a'Wiew-tovoollec+*ng.all

the necessary information for +rz implomentation of -the project for
w1

the hydrogeol sgical map of the COLL;PJQ?» ‘

b I

Paraprapgh 9

13. Tne Committoe confirmed “he need o convene a proparatory,
symposiun of Expéris t> meet innuu#ust/September 1976 with a view to

ha rnonlslng the 4fricant ﬂtanu hefore the ﬂvetlnb of the United Kations

on drought scheduled to he held in 1977- Iﬁ Wasi.moreovcr, agrecd that
this meeting of the U ited Wgbions shonld be held on the Jifrican Continent

™

by reagoh of the impzeit of <he drougsht and its socio—economic consegquences

for the Continernt,
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Parasraph 10

14, The Government of Cape Verde Islands informed the 0.U General
Secretariat that the drought situation had changed a 11ttle following
recent rains, Fogo end Brava Islands had 90% normal hurvest, Santiago. »
50% and six islands 5% Based on this informotion the 4 e Commitiee
on drought transfer:ed,out of the Emergency Relief Fund, the sum of

US. $20,000,00 to the Government of Cape Verde Islands for urgent drought
assistanece ?eeds. '&he Committce requcsted from the Government of Cape
Verde Islands more detailed information on the situation of drought,

Parggragh 11

y
15e The Committee agreed to inform the International Gommmnigy of the
drought situation and the work of the QLU in the gampaign egainst droushi,
and regommended ingreased assisfange fo the drought strigken countrics,

16, The Committee sug ested in view of the magnitude of the tasks
it had to aggomplish within the fremework of its ferms of reference,
that Sénegal, Sémalia, Canmeroon and Sudan be ineluded &s members o
improve econtribuiion in-the field of drought and natural disasters

in ifriga,
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4D HOC COIBMITTEE ON DROUGHT
THIRD SHSSION

(uddis ababa, 17 December 1975 at 10.zems)

Provisional .,renda
et —

Opening of the Session

“udoption of the .genda

Organization of work

Implementation of Resolution Gl/Res.450 (XXV) adopted
in Kampala at the 25th Session of the OuU Qoungil of
lMinisters ~ Resolution on Dpoucsht and Watural Disasters

in J.J.f I‘i Oa
any other business

adoption of the Rapporteur's report and decisions of

1

the Committeca
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RESOLUTION ON DROUGHT‘ )
NLTURAL DISLSTERS IN AFRICA

The Council of Ministers of the Organization of wfrican
Unity meeting in its 25th Ordinary Session in Kampala, Uganda,
frem 18 to 25 July 1975,

Having studied the detailed and comprehensive repord
CH/673 (XXV) submitted by the General Secretariat on drought

in.africa and its alarming effects,

Congidering the dangerous and rapid spread of this disaster

to arcas hitherto unaffected,

Convinced of the urgent and pressing need to formlate a

globel strategy and take immediate and deci sive. remedial mcasures,

GOnsidering that the steps of far taken are not commensurate

with the seriousness of the situation,
1

Having heard the statement by~ the Malagasy delegation on

the periodic cyclones in the Indian Qcean Islands,

Having considered the report submitted by the same delegation
CH/652/1dd.4,

Considering the exceptional situation in the Cape Verde Islands,

Having taken note of the statements made by representatives ef
the following Internationel Orgeniza’ions: .DB, F.0, 'FP and “HO,
\
Récalling Resolution CM/RGS,336 (XKIII) establishing an
emerpgency Relief Fund, adopted in logadishu, )
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CCMMENDS the Goneral Secrctariat on‘itsydetailed PEPOrL
and the action already taken;
4PPROVES the recommendations contained in the ghovo

mentioned documonts

REITERATES its appeal to member States to pay their
voluntary contributions and. REQUESTS the dministrative
Secretary-Goneral to make proposals fop the assessment

of mendatory contributions;

URGES the admihistrative Secretary~General to set-up
immediately, within the General Secretariat a section
to deal with all problems connooﬁed with droughtrand
@a%ural digastors to ensure better harmonisation and

coordination of future operations;

LI

RECOMITENDS that member States cstablish sub-regional
co—operation bodies similar to the Inter-State Conmittee
on Drought Control in the Sahel based in Cua Tadou £0Uy

Upper Volta;

C4ALLS for the establishment of sub=regional specialized
research institutes, for ‘the prevention and control of

natural disasters;

LUTHORTZES the Administrative Secretary-General, in

:consﬁltation;with the 4d hoc Committoe, to use the
Relief Fund for emergency operations, studies and
compilation of all the date required for the control
of the disasterss '

AFRIQ,
-dopginnmsdy
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INVITES the dministrative Sceretary-General to
ensure the implementation and co—ordination of
the project for the hydro;¢ological map of the

continents

REQUESTS the «dministrative Sceretary-CGeneral to
convene a preparatory symposium of Ixperts in 19764
This symposium should méet in collaboration with

+the Inter-3tate Committee on Drought coﬁtrdl baged in
Quagadougou %o harmonise the .frican stands before
the meeting of the United Nations on drought scheduled
to be in 1977 as recommended by the Fifth Session of
the Scientific Council for ..fricas. The adminisirdative
Secretary~General should ésk the VN Secretary-General

to hold this meeting in «frica if possible;

BECOIGIENDS that urgent steps be taken 1o assist the
people of Cape-Verde Iglands sericusly affected by

drought for more than seven years, a sitiation which

has been aggravated by fhe:difficult-cir&umstances;

LPPEALS to the International Community in particular
to the specialized Orgenizations and wgencies to do
everything within their power to assist OAU Member
States in their effort to éontrol the drought and

other natural disasterse ) .

RECOIZENDS to the Hoads of State that ‘the celebrations
of the Thirteenth .mmiversary be centred on assistance

to the drought-stricken occuntries,
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RESOLUTION ON THE DROUGHT

The Council of linisters of the Orpmanization of wfricen Unity,
meeting in its Twonty-Third Ordinary Session in lopgadiscio, Somalia,
from 6 to 11 June 1974,

Having Heard the comprehensive statement by the Head of Zaire
delegation, H.E. lr, UMBA DI LUTBTE, Cormissioner of State for Foreign

siricken countries and the measures which should be taken to case the

effects of this scorge and potential,

Qonsidering the statements made by the various delegzations and
in particular the views exprcessed by the delegations of the affected
!

countries,

Congidering the dangeréus proportions of the disaster ahd the

unfertunate plizht of thousands of ¢itizens of Hember States of our

Organization,
- ‘Mindful that various disastcrs can at any time befall different

" rregions of our continent,

Convinced that in these difficult moments Africa should stand. on

its own feet,

Convinced of the need %o drsw up o comprehensive strategy at the

continental level,

1. CONGR.IUL.TES. the delegatign of Zaire on its commendable

initiative;



2.

3o

4.

5.

6o

CM/T17
1 . Page 14

INVITES the Q.U udministrative Sccretary-General to appoint
forthwith a permenent representative of the Orgahization to
the Inter-State Comittee on drought in Ouagadougou with a
view to collecting all $he necessary technical, cconomic and
social information for the drawing up of an overall policy to
check the disaster and to bctter-haymonize Joint action a% the

continental level;

i
"

DECIDES in favour of the setting up of an cmergency feliéf

fund raised by obligntory subscriptions and voluntary con-

tdibutions both African_and‘non-nfrican 1o be used to finance

immediate action to alleviate the suffering of the afflicted
peoples; ’this fund would he different from that deposited
with ‘the african Development Bank and desigmed 'to finance

~

medium and léng~term operations;
. i ' 4
DECIDES to set up & committec which would, in co-operation
with the General Sscretariat of the O.U Scientific Bureém
and. ‘all other competent Bodies to carry out detailed studics
on.the oriyin of the drousht, its-geographid spread and all
other gecelimatic factors tbaﬁ way help to give a better
knowledge of the phenomenon so as to be able %o combat it
more-effectively. Thig comnlztee would be cotiposed of the
follgwing coﬁnt:iesa'Upper-Volta, liorocco, Kenya, Zaire,

Ethiopia en@ algeria. Studies should be financed from the ~

relief” fund mentioned in article 3y

JELCOMES the Inter-State Conmittee on Drouzhat set‘gp‘by

countries of the HBahely and

HOPES that other african countries affected by drpugﬁt will
establish at sub—regidnal-levol a body similar to the Inter—
Stote Committoe set up by countrisés of the Ouagadougou group

with a view to jointly combating the phenomeénon;

REQUESTS the Secretary-General to kecp the drought problem on
the azenda of future séssions of the Council of Ministers and
subriit comprehensive'rqpcrts.and formilate recommendations for

each of ‘thésc gessiohs.

4
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CONTRIBUTION BY COUNTRILS KD INDIVIDUALS TO
Tilli DROUGHT [3BRGMNCY RELITF FUHD
L ~ Colintries !
Country dmount in US.$ - Date

1. Ghana 52,200,600 . " November 1973
2, Tanzania 204289.86 ‘ ’ Merch 1974
3. Mauritius - 22,728.69 ' lay 1975
4o Kenya 16,852,717 Jutie 1975
5. Somalia _ ' 34,547 .60 July 1975
6. Botswana . 2,864.23 July 1975
Te Hali 2ﬂ245045 _ ingust 1975
8. Moroceco . 271,835.07 ' ) Decembér 1975

Total _423,563.67 v

B —:Individuals

1, Nigerian ' 150.00 for ueiia — Novas 1973 _ Tope acqusi

2. Higerian 250,00 for Joie - Jan,1974 . Tope wdewusi,

3. smerican 500,00 - Feb. 1974 african Students

¥ Union in Alabana

4o Lmerican 50,00 -~ Feb. 1974 Julia srnold

5. ZIranian 10.00 - Beb.1974 Tylor Baldwin(Miss)

6. Mauritias: 32,31 ~ Aug.1975 Socialist Working
Youth League of
Hauritius

Total 292.31 __

Grand Total = JS.% 42&,5§§}98 . .

* BILLTHERAL oID TO THE‘SISTER COUNTRIES AFFECTED BY DROUGHT

Country Amount in US.$ : Kind of aid
fie Nigeria 53655, 1444 20 T » In cash
B. hlgeria 4,000,000, 0C _ Tn the form of
. food aid.
Co Morocco 1,669,571.00 _In the form of
' food aid
Total 11,324,715.0C

g
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THE GEO-POLITIC.L DIVISIONS OF LFRICA

North Africa » Central africs

1. Algeria 22, Chad

2. Baypt - 23. Gabon

3« Libya 24. Burundi

4, Tunisia . ‘ " 25, Rwanda

Be. Hamritania 2be Zaire

64 Morocco o 27+ Congo

28, Equatorial Guinea
29« Canmeroon

30.‘Céntral african Republig

. ' 31. Bao Tome e Principe

Egstern africa hes? Lifrica

7, ladagascar ) 32, HNigeria

8, Comoro Islands ' : 33. Niger

O Les;tho- _ . 34. Eenﬁin.

10 Swaziland ‘ 35« Togo

Il.éotswana‘ . ‘ 36, Ghana

12.Mauritius ) 3T« Ivory Coast

13,Hozanbique 38. Liberia

14, Malawi | 39. Guinea

15, Tanzania 40, 8ierra Leone

164 Zambia . 4l Senegal

17, Kenya ' 424 lali

18, ﬁganda ) 43. Upper Volta
19, Somalia : 44 Guined Bissau

20, Ethiopia , 45+ Cape Verde

21. Sudan 46, Gambia
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The scale of the annual obligatory contribution of
Hember States to the Drousht Emer—ency Relief Fund

starting from January'1976-and up to January 198G -

the oblisatory contribution is 1/15th of ‘Herber

States contribution to QI Ordinarnyudﬂet;'

Member States

3731435420

Nose smount U.S.$
1. Llgeria ©17,304.11
2 Botawana. .- 1,515425
3. Burundi 1,878.90
4 Canercon 7,121,65
S Central iAfrican Republic 44454482
6. Congo~Brazzaville - 1,515425
Te Bennin 3,512.32
8. Egypt 28,122.96
9, Bquatorial Guinea 1,515.25
10. | Ethiopia 8,515.68
11.  Gabon 1 144940.32
12, Gambia 2,303.17
13. Ghana, 14,334.22
14 Guinea 3,727.50
15, Ivory Coast 12,182,58 -
16,  Kenya 6,697439.
17. Lesotho 2,030.43R
18, Liberia 8,606.60
19, Libya 22,025.64
20, Hadagascar , _ \ 4,879.09
21,  lalawi | &\qﬁhﬁfﬂg‘#% ' 2,060473"
22,  Memritius SN 7 N ) 1,515.25
23, EOrocco 7/ 18,122;34
24, Nigeria 21,183.13
25, Rwanda 1,878.90
26, Sierra Leone Wit 5472763
2T, Somalig 7 : 24303417
28, Sudan % _Efl‘“ ¢ 10, 364.28
. .. Lo, REFERENY S ™
29%. Swaziland HI0N pg Lubt 1,515.25
30, Tanzanis 5,970.07
31. Togo- 3,788.11°
32,  Tunisia 8,091.41
33.  Ugenda ' 54303, 36
34 Zaire ' 9,303.61
35, ___Zembia . 9,424,483
TOTLL
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