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RillPOi!T cJFi 'i'HE CH;l.L'lJ\i..lN OF THE OAU JCO!IJMITTEE · 

_OF 19 

' . ,,· 

· : The 'report we m.e. ~ubmittin,; to:.yo~: ldndd ~iio~~~~~ summarizes the 

aotivii;ie~ .of fhe C.il.U i'Co~tto.e.~f· ·19" ·s:l~co th<i:'Thil:"t;-F.ourth Ministerial 

Council whiCh aff,;rdod u'~· t;;e opp~~tu.nity of putting tl~in,;s
0

\.n their ~roper 
perspectives, if I mey sey so. ·--· 

Howe;.ior wi ti} your permission, j shall not evoke the historice,l: background 
-· refetred to in tho document concerning t~e setting up of ·the Committee, and its 

aot_i vitics 1, Up to the Thirty-Fourth Sessioi;i of the OAU Council ,of Ministers. 
~" 

... 
• • 1. l.. :~ . 

Those .who wish to refer ·t,; the dooumenj; mey do so. It must bo reoclled 

however. that during thu Thirty-'rhird ·.Session of the Council of Minis·ters in ... , 
Monrovia, -the11 Commi ttce cf 19" whs enlarged arid given double "'mandate: 

~· .. 
; . ~i."l .... 

formulation of ti ·new strategy for the liberation- struggle in Sou·~hern 

Africa; and 
" .. 

' t!ie co-ordination of assistm1ce to tho Frontline States. , 
.'i 

The Thirty-Fourth Sossi~:m of .th~ ,.OAU -Co~cil o:f'. l'iini_(>ters in turn reques·oed 

the "Committee of 19" to implegient the resolution rel~ting ~o this double mandate. 
'. 

Consequently 1 at Hs request tho Cammi ttce of iunbassndors mot in Addis 

Ababa on 28, 29 .and _30 Narch 1980 to prep2,x:e a drafii ~'orate~ ,fo,r. tho li boration . . . . " . ~ . .. . . . 

struggle in Southern flfri.ca and to study weys and .moanei of seouri_ng . assistance 
•N" • •• ' ' ' ' •· ' • 

:or the i'rontline States, 

On 15 and le· Jw1eJ1980 the Fifth l!inistcrial Orclinary Session of the 

"Committee 'of 19" was hold in Lome to consider the documents prepared by the 

Ambassadors in lid.dis .Ababa. 
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With regard to the strategy for the struggle the Minst.br:i.al Sei::skn adopted 

what has oome tc. be Ja:iown as: ~!The-Lo11:£1. Declaration on the' New azategr for the 
. • '" .•. . . ,. . •• 1 __ ·: ; - ·:~ '. - - ... -- ~ 

Liberation of Namibia and the Elimination of ilpartheid-and.Segtegatiori in 

South Africa11
1 (document PL/Dec./32(II) 43 - 80/Rev.3) adopted under symbol 

No. CM/1045(XXXV),flllnex II by the rurty-fifth S~ssiori of the' Council.and 
. ' ~ . • ~ ' f 

the Summit held iri·Freetown. 

1 • . • 

· This strategy was designed in a fl.e~i\>,\e manner to allow Liberation 

·- Movements the ·freedom of chqioe with regard to the means 'and tactics to· be - .. ·· / . .. ' 

ildopted. 
'· 

Gil ·the· problem of <J,ssistance, the Ministerial Session endorseii the 

following recommendations of the Committee of l!mba~sador~': 

full application of .Resolution C1~/Res, · 637(XXX:I) on the 

procurement of 500,000 tons of a.rude oil 1 concrete mate;rial 

and financial assistance from external sources for the Frontline 

st.atesf J.,,. 

to this end 1 missions had to be undertaken to various si(ates 

and institutions capable ~~.offering c~~9rete ~s~~starce; 

all the same, o:iru Member States should, in pursuance of, the 

01,u miEirter and"the·,~ia~i ti us 'Resolution ·erivis~e 'alto eating 

in their national budgets fuilds' for.the assirltance'·o:f'the 

Frontline States, 

.. J ·Furthermore the ,Lome Ministel'iai S~ssion :Pl<op;iieci ~h~t oi.. ~ledgi~g 

.·· 

-'· \~ . . • , ·, , ,r'l~~·1, 
· · ····oonferenc'e··:1ie··· eailvened: alongside the Freetown Sununil;" so as to secure assis- :. 

< • • :~0- ~?-_ .;'\ :i: .(">,):~ ..... _~;:· .. ~··.·:2 
tance for the Frontline states, 

., t.' ., () 

. '-\,. 
, . 
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On the whole assistance was define_d as a global development strategy 

aimed at: 

a) strengthening tho ooonomic potential and bases for a 
subsoquent regional developmentj 

b) then _reducing 1 if not g+-_adually climinat_ing the depehdence 
of some Frontline. Btates· on South li.frioa in a bid ,to create 
Conditions for· G.ffccti ire 'collect'i VO 'self-relfanoe ... · '' 

Cottsequently as .a persona,l. contr.~b'<~ion Togo submitted to the Minis­

terial Session of the ncommitte·e of. 19" a·document .. entitled ·'~Draft. Co-ordina-
J - - •• ' • ' . • • __ _, - • 

tion Programme for Assistance to Frontline States" 1 .a dooum,ent which wa~'­

distri buted under symbol number ••• .PL/Deo.32(II)4~~8o •..... ' . : 

,., 

While taking into aoo_ount 'the' :).i;ni ted'resources_ of ;\frican States the 
document suggested a three-pronged action:· •·: ... ':;' , ... ' , ·· · · '·o _. 

.. - ... : .. .. . . 1·. . ; .· : .• 

request minimum aid from Member states mcinly in the for[ll of, 
v:oluntary contributi9ns 1 . _, , • , 

create greater awc.reness among ;lfrican populations about the 
distressing proplem ~f- apartheid "and asso~iate' them to a' greater· 
extent with their government 1s effort· to improve the' lOt of ·· 
their broth~rs in .souyhern -Africa, _, -

strengthen the economies of. the Frontline states and direct .ef-:'or.ts 
towards an eoonomic regroupin'g, whioh will" se:vve a nucleus. for : . 
the future community of Southern ilfrican· states in order -to. 
gradually reduce their. dependence on fyetoria"t· 

. ~- . 
While. appreciating the document presented ""hY Togo the :Ministerial 

.. '.. ' ' .. 
Session observed that: certain ideas dealt with matte:i'.-s which fell· only with-' 

in the competence of governments and that : ' proposals should also" be consider-:­

ed by the Liberation Committee. 

It was therefci;e' decided -to· make an in depth study· of the document 

for the comments of Stal; es concerned before the· present. l\!inisterial J 

Council. '· 

.. ~ . 

;,·· 'f 

:-·:·. 

,_, .. 
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~· . ....: 

. i -

I. 

Finally the'·Loftie M±niste!"'.ial_ Ses_$.:f:or: .. propo.sed_ · 
·.-. . , , r1. : r . ~~ • ·,~ "• , .... l , • . , 

that two Sub-:Commi'fitee_s .b_e,-._~ppo:i:r:i-ted _to· seciµ.e a1:1sistance. 

/ 

.. "1• .,, The su\5 .. 66mfr\:ftt~e t:o"r" Financ:iaI 'arid'·~ 
Mi;l-teri'.ar.:Assi.stance c"onipo's~d· ot:"TJgo ('c:ii.a'.f:t:man)", "·Tl-le 'stidari. - ·:·, . 

(Ra'p:bo:t<tei.tr}' aria 'Nige.r.ia·:..(:Member)•/- '·. -'':'. .:- '·: .. -·· - ·:. :";· ". '' 
•• ·, •• '..t 

2. ... ~ ~ '" ~. 

'·comp~sed ·of' Alg~ria 

The Sub-Committee o~ Oil suppli9s 
•• ' ' L 

(Cb.a:irmai::); C~e~~on (Rapporteur) . 
• • -~ • ..~ • .I • - ! •' 

and Zaire (Member). 
' 

..... ' " 
All these proposals and recommendation's ot: the 

Lome 'M:in:lsteriai -Session 1'1~:r.e: app:r:pv.~d" by the A~s-~wbiy 
•• ~··· •• • : • 1 _,... • , •• -~- '.:.' '-······· • 

ot: He~ds;; ot: Stai;e and G<!.V:E?CJ:1lment.h'elc1-·1n Freetovm ,··:: 

Docu:ment' CM/l'045{xxxv). Thus' it wa)s .i:-et:t _to -~~ .,Corilm:ittee 

··ot: 19 ito'- apnly these r.ecoinfuendatidns~· ." · ... :\ '.: 1 .. _, • -- ·. -
: .. · .. -- , ·: .· .f·: -~·.· -~ -~- ,. (.1 • ,_,:·:··' ·r1 ·~-~,: ;·'·' 

The Su]).,.Conuid . .-tt.:ie 

;r. . . -- . ' _,_. ,• 
Oo'l'Fi:ifkncial and Mate':i;-iai , 

. ;j-

'i•' 

Assis.tance ·the:t".et:ore held. a· meeti.ng in :sepfembe:r .1980. in 
'. ~ - .. ~ . ' . . " .. 

Addis.Aba)Ja attended by Togo, 
. ,. . !- - _- ' . - -. ' . 

See Document Gr:1/1091 (XXXVI) •. 

'fhe pudan, Niger:ia· ai:ld,Angola_ •. 
..1. . • ' .. ; -··. ·,; 

.__,:· ..• _'~-.·: -- <·:~·l·t.'.··. 

... 
--.'.. -.... · ·• ·• ;\~.. Theref:of_e, ;ip.:.C.on:i1.riitl ty/'~';1,\h"a ,·,;-~~-~~~~da t:ons . . . \ . . . . . . . 

of: the 5th Minis_tcrial Scss:i'.on '.;:f.,:t;he Committee o:f-19,: . . ~· . . 
endorsed by the ,Freetown S.ulllllji t of. th0 .Sub-Comitii.tt~e on 
t:i'.\1-an~ial ·and' ma:terial assis·t~nce.;:tlrew- up a ·progra~e 
o.t: missions taking into a~~ount ti±~ relatively large 

~ . 

number of: countries and 

well as the re.latively 

.. ,- .. ':°;· 

~- -~ ... 

organisatfbn~ ... · to. 'be.visited,. 
"'• . ,. 

limited ti;;;~ at its disposal; 
,_ 1 • 

.. . •'! 

,. 
.t, ·. 

. .... 

'!.···'. 

.".t. 

as 
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' ' . -
The Sub-Committee then split int.o :rive grovps . 

. Th:r:ce of' them wore .each led by a represen ta ti ve o:f the ,, 
th:J;'j"e member countries and visited Scaµdinavian countries, 

Eµ:pRpean Socialist .. c.ountries and Arab countries'. Th\l. two 

otb;;r groups W\'JJ",e '1-ea'.by Atiib'&ssadors accr;dit;d to ... 
Paris and· Nei~· ·Y.ork: .. . ' ' :• 

Ij; was proposed at the beginning t1ia:t--.1;he fj.rst 
~ ... · 

39 groUP.J? ]:le led"by: th!". Ministers of' Foreign. A'rf'.ai.TS"-Of' 

the J!19mb9,l' countries.,, A .repr~s'entativa'. (if a Fr.orit1'll~ 
S);a'.1:¥ . wa~ to be a ttacheq ;o each delegfit1:-',i,;, ·a:s . cobrdina tor 

~d .,consult other stii'tes of' the' region on their tieods ·--
. - ,.;/ 

. , ,.~ ":.. Th~ Secr9tary General of' the Organisation of' 

Ai't{i;k.n u_~i. ty was ;~ appoint an of'ficial of the Secre~ar:;La:t 
iJ' e~ch delega:tion: 

Tlie ~hoice of the 

'the .:follo.w:Lrig . : :..· 

·-· !.: 

' ' 
countries 

,·; ,:,_'I· i·_J ,,,, ·~ 
. } ,t..,'; ·, .. ·'~· 

{'· 

to be v±~:ited-~s ,·:: ............ ~~:· . -·:'~ ,. 
-, ~· 

{ ( ~} 'Countries which alwayfi. ITT1:i<P :±he:i.r uhdi tional 

. : ·,:support to the Liberation strugle in 
-· Sou tl).ern Ai"ri~·J J, ''•' >: . -· · .. 

. : ·ii.,.:.' '·::·. ., ., 

(b) those w'lal,_~h ~~fscribed to· the. cause;' 

( ~). finally 
. . . . 

~..;':'\,'.~· ·" ,/'~. 
those capable ' of giving real assistance. 

. ··; . 
. .... ---"--~:. 

The. final programme of missi~~~''\'.,as as follows 

':· '.•' ,; 

.. ·-: :. ' ... 

" 
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, . ' 
According to· the programme, the delegation which 

p :, , r • ··,. • ... ,. : • 

was to visit Scandinavian countr;Les ~c,aPmcies ·in-"-EU.rope· 
~ ·· ·1 '.:.-:) D-'-··'' Q, .• 

led by Togo carried out :tts"- missions f'rom .25 January to 
\. ·~· ·: ;:J:·:•.t"). 

13 February, 1981,. .... .:::~:.: ·.;::;~ . .'.:""ri'?.. 'lo 8 .tc~..c~':'.~.c.::~ •J;-l·c~.-::;· 
.) .~r.;:! ::3 _'.-:;:.::.: '.:-· 

- ' 
In the Beandinavi'an· countries, the delegation 

met the political and economic senior offices. of 

Denmark, Copenhagen (from 25 to 26 January, 1981), 

Norway, Oslo (from 26 to 27 January, 1981), Sweden
1 

Stockholm (from 27 to 29 Ja~uary, 1981) and Finland, 

Helsinki (from 29 to JO January, 1981) , 

'···. 

- ' 
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Besides Togo .'(Chairman};"that delegation was 

composed of' :-

Nigeria 

... The ·Sudan 

Angola 

Zambia 
. ' 

In each-of' these capitals, ue .met -rep~sentatives 

who were aware of' the purpose of'. our mission and irho· proved"· 

to be receptive. 

The enthusiasm with which we were received was 

in itself' revealing, 

On the question of' assistance-; .we can give a 

general pioture of' the discussions which took pface between 

the OAU Delegation and each country,. ·sinc·e "there were 

very striking similarities in the aid and assistance 

polici?S of' t;hese states. 

Hence, the Scandinavian countries in· general, 

have an aid policy· considered "progressive" by Third · 

World countries but highly selec-tive; 

Progressive because it is granted preferably 

to liberation movements c.nd pr;i.marily 

Frontline States; 

Selective because it' is granted to a very 

limited number of' states and movements to 

avoid according to tho of'f'icials, exorbitant 

and management costs. 
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It should also be noted .tJ::!at»~/'3 o:f the. assistanc~ 
preferably channelled through bilateral cooperation and . 

the remaining 1/3 through the United Nations specialised 
. ~ 

agencies. 

On each occasion., the OAU Delegation had to 

explain the ~im of the missJ.on by giving the background 

information to the establishment o:f the Committee of 19. 

It shared the alarming,.situation. ,existing in Frontline 

States, ~~,- a.rosal.t of the criminal.acts .. of aggres'sd:on 

perpetuated by the ·abje·ct regime of South Africa.· 

'Hence, by sol.iciting an emergency assistance, 

OAU was onty drawing the attention to the col.J.ecti:ve ·· 

responsibil.ities of the international community to the 

adver.se e:ffects of South African .raids on .-the economies 

and aevel.opment effo~.ts of ,:the countries .which are 

subjected to dail.y atta.cks. .( 

The Scandinavian countries, shp:wed their programme 

of assistance to Frontl.ine States and Liberation Movements. 

In any case, the a!!sistance funds were.on· the increase. 

Owing to the fact that a.s.sist.ance "tvo.s subject'.· ,. ! 

to systematic pl.arming, it was, '.!J.Ot possibl.e· for our 

hosts to make concrete. o:ffers; houever, they all. aosured ... 
us that they h:id taken note o,f'. our. requests and would 

•I .. ; • 

talce them into con~ideration. for 'subsequent· decision ..• 

DiscussJons on the que'stion o:f assistance 

invariably led to poli'tio~J .... /issues, particularl.y ,on 

Namibia and Chad. 

~ .. . 

:;· 
:" .. ' 

, r ·~· ... . .1, . 

,. ·'. 

~ ..... 

'• .' 

'··' 
' i 

.•·· 
.-

.' ,.,, 
·<. :·· 

'' •'1·' •• f· r ;:_, 
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On .. Namibio., the Scandinavian countries sho.red 

tbo cftterness of the OAU on the failure of. the Geneva 

talks. The OAU Delegat;i,on, conseqµently, reaffirmed 

1-ts 'd.ete~mination to continue to strongly support the 

liberation movement until final victory, It thanked 
, 

the Sco.ndinayian countries in· p~r~i<;:ul.o.r.for the · 

legislative mensures taken 

on arms.and oil supply.to .. 
in s~01~ort of' , the ,- .~ .. ; '. -~ .. ·- . embargo 

so';:,th:~A.i'rica. . ~. •' . .. . 

With regard to Chad; the ,i:lelega tion · exerci.sed 
'J ! • • , I 

caution limi t;i,ng its elf' to ·gei:ieral inf'qnno. tion and 'assuring 
: .-.• -~ ;: . ,;__;. i. . • " 

our ho.sts of' the .determinat·ion and nbili ty of' .Af'rica •'to 
• ' I 

solve this problem by its own meo.ns, 

Missions to Internationo.l Donor 

--'A=g"'e"'n""c"'i::.· .;:.e..;;;s-:io.;n;;;._Eu=;;:r;.:oo.p::.e"------ .. ., .... 
----·· 

Af'ter the mission to the Scandinavian countries,. 

the OAU Delegation of' Ambassadors contacted the United 

Nations' Agencies and other institutions, namely 

FAO, VFP, IFAD (ROME) 

WHO, UNHCR (GENEVA) 

UNIDO• OPEC (VIENNA) 

EEC (BRUSSELS) 

UNESCO, ACCT (PA..~IS) 

Composition of' the Delegation: 

Togo, Tanzania, OAU General Secretariat, 
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As stated in the· report s.ubmi tted f'or your 

consideration, the delegation: was 
0wnr~ly.·rec~ived by ::d11 

and held f'ruitf'ul. discussions with all "thEi :i.nstitiltiJ.tis.· 
.t'.) ' 

-•. 

All the o;,ga:r:i.:ization~, while Showing ·th.;,1;,· 
. -- I . , • • . • 

willingness ·to assist the' OAU and the Frontline St;::i,tes, 

• • .•. ~·~ 1:'::!" 

deeply deplored the f'act ·that ther'd were 'co.ncreter'~r6ie.cts · 
on which practical decisions could have been taken. 

., .. 
It was, tlieI:ef'or~,. suggested t00: t' the OAU 

. -
' ' ' , ,. • I' ' 

and more particularly the countr:i,es .. conc·erned ·to submi~ , .. 

concrete projects f'or study and poss:i.ble nssistance". 

In the meantime, they all assured the OAU that they 

would increase their cont:i'-ibut:Lons to tl'!-'e Frontline 
I ••• ,. •· 

States and possibly-, -intervene· with-other 'organizations 

f'or priority to be given to projects o:f the countries . ·.'·' 

concerned.· ' .. -(. ' 

' .. •' '· 

CONCLUSION 

" 
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