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"··' EURO-AFRO-ARAB CO-OPERATION KNOWN AS "TRIALOGUE" . 

. ~. ,,. . : ( 

.,. .•' 

' ' '• ' 

... ; ·,Introduction.··· '' 
·' •' ..... 

: I .• ' • :..1, " 
1 •', ft - ~ • ~ , •'t •I '• 1 

'.'~·-~· .. ··:. /• . .. .:~ :, ""-' ., ,•\ '':·:·. 

··'''(i:''":"'i! ;.\ !Jl't''tli~;'s~~~~t~'e:~~-~ OAU S~~m{t .. h;e,ld in Fr!'letown, Sierra Leone, 
. . . . ·~ ' . . ' 

· ·":·i'·~ .i'h \ru1y' i9'i:fo ,: s'everal del.egation~. :expressed the. desire 'of' obtaining 
• 1 • •• • ' ' • ~ 

:·adequate in:fo.rmation·: on Euro:-Af'ro 7 Arab;Co.,.op.eratio'n known as "Trial.ogue" 
. . , . .. -. . ' . . . ." 

and hoped' the'OAU' Secretary~General. Mould i~itiate the necessary 
.... 

. measures and consul:tations with:· ail the partners concerned so as· 

gather :fur the; i~formati~~: regarc:ilng the qoI1ce;pt,-. th~· f'l'.,§_t.ent and 
- -: ' '•' : . . . . . ' . ' \ . ' ·. ~ . . . . . 

':, ., .. ·scope of' the proje;ct,_ .,. _,;·, '" 
.... _, .. · ... . , -~ . ~. .'. ~- .. 

to 

the 

PUrsuaht to . the ':'';,,·S:~1Vipions" ·~d deci'sions· o:f'l'th~ .'.OAu·'imci' in line 

-with- the ~pol:i:cy" an.Ci. :in the 'interest o:f Af'±-i~a, .the· Se~;:.etar'y-G"imeral 
> • I , 1 .. ' • ,>, t ·•· , ' , ·' , \ ~~ ,.. I ., • ,• • . :, 

,£lq:vablishe<;:l'. coh'tacts and conE;uJ. tatioµ.s with' distinguished personaJ.i ties 
' ..... .. .... ;;- ' r: .... , • . . ' .'.. . , ·. . .' . . . 
. :J.n. tfie· po_1it.f·cfa1·, economic O:J:'. :fih&ncial :fields ob.0th in Etiropean a,nd 

~rab worlds,, .. the i~fo'. region~ 'whi~h .ar~ togeti:ie:.C. wi.th; ior .A:r;.i'ca,'. 
• ' 1' • ,. '-",. • 

f'rom ·the components of . the. 11Trialogu~·,, concept. "· · 
• , , ' .. •• , • r :: • ·\ :. • ~ , •••. ,: ~· ·_,' ·' ' 

'. {. ... 
;.• . 

, The Secretar,y-Generai, s_umm,,,_r'b~s, in i;hi;." do:cument,'~ th~" opinion, 

views concepts and·. ·~he phi;;~~~hy' o'f the origi:nators; o:f the concept' 

· ~~ '\;eil as the observation: ·;;;·~de .. 'th~r~on· i~ the Arab. world and on. the 
.... J ,., • ' •' •' ; . '·f· ' , , •.. 

Af'rican· continent.· " J ·" , · ... ' ,.,,• 
' ' . •• >' 

~ 

.. Birth ·and Ev'ol.ution of the idea. of' the "Trial.'ogue". · 
'. ';,.. 9 .\. 

In January; 19~4 aµ.d ''.Febr_ua,ry 1979, the French Government, 

considering the .. pr~sent .econofuic di:f:ficul ties, "took .. two actions o:i:i 
.. ·., - .- ' 

the int.ern;ti6na1 · :Pia:ne. 
·, 

' . 
" " 

,, 
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_.. L "•' • '•.... ' • 

··---•• , ....... , _ _..:·: ••• .'~~·-· -·- ... _~· ~ •• -<\ .... ' •• •• :::;:. "'·• • 

· ~·;;;:r--~·'·J!'ir&t•;-:ict. :i;I?::troduc~·d_-·-the ··idea· of- a North-South Conf'erenee 

. ' 

between the fud~st;:ia1'is'ed ·and- Deyel.?ping countries, aimed 
. ----

at readjusting 'their mutua1 interests. 
' 

This Conference, however, did not produce the ~esir.eiZf" 1'esu1 ts. 

.... 
p) 

. -:. 

·.--· .. , .... , ·- . 

In ~ebruary•1979, President V~G. d'Estaing proposed the· . -- " 

coticept · o:f· triang'u1ar co;;.opera,tion between Africa, 

. ·EUrO'pe" artd the ·.A,7:.ab Wor1d • 
.. '• . . . ·- .. 

.. . :J ;·.·· ··, . "! " -. ' . : , ·I ..... 

'.l'hu~,· ·:t~·"-~ddition''tci. the inter~~t:iona1 seerell :for -ao1utions to 

wor1d pro~1e~s · (No.rth-'Sbuth ;Dia1o~~ ~ 1 
UN.CT.AD ete •.•• • )., _, J,i'rance was 

~ ' .. 
convinced that a major contribution ;,()Uld. bEi'"ni'ade witnin a more 

•• 1 •• ,' :- ' • • ••• : 

limited but, appropriate· reg:lona1 frameu·ork; bea·ause, of .. proximity 

. anq variol,LS ,kind·s of: t:i:es exist:i,-~.g bet~e~n the. St~t~s oo_noerned. 
'( 1 .• 

.; ' '.: •.. . . ,-, ·,-' . . . : . . .. . ' . : '.· .. ''· .. ~. ·' . • :·. 1:, 

It was· 'espeoiarly· in"May 1979, at',:K:i~a1i. and 1a:t~r in Khartoum, 
-. • ! . ' • . ' ••.• 

. . ''• 
j·. 

'' 
that tl:ie Pr.esident Of· Franoe d~.ve1ope.d ·~nd ·e1abor'ated on major theme • 

. . ' ' .. ' ' . . 

'tbe pr~posed oo.:..9perat:i:OI). .. by·_sJ~t.tng .thtit'per!Danen,t .~e~graphioa1, . -.· 
.".) ." ·., . • ' . ·, -, ; ' • ·, I ' ' • • '. -

historioa1 and -cu1tura1.bonds of so1idarity were ·the.l;>asie f'aotors • - • . • , ' , , , r ~ ' , . , ,~.,:- • 

·.which shou1d b~ bett~r stren~th~n~d and.:-deve1~~~d ~ithin th~ frame, . ·. . ' . ' . . ' . ·.' .' -· '\ ' :·' : . ' ' 

··.-.,; 

of wider ·anti tie's•·:.':·,-': 
) • : ;";._' ~. !>} .r . .·· ·-

y. '. .... \. ' ;;, 
To thi~ end, the French H~ad of ·state observed that the,three 

....... 
regions ,had 1!-;i,ready ~nqer:t;aken, s_evera1 ,.cqiieetiye·, a!?tiO!-'li;! a.!:.,.~i:i.r:j,~us 
1ev_e1s; namei'l-'. .. ·~~':'. ~<?ro.!'t:..;C/o:n;!"nt:Loi;i~ .:.A·fro;:.¥~a."b c?~o·r;~;:.at~0~; .. :i.ror~-A.re 
D:la1ogue; · ······'·'· ........ 

··--··--·· ··- ~ ., :~_·f..:Z-.:.... ~~: : .. -~·~£ ·;·: •;' 
. ' -·~·--, :;,..-_~.:... .. .. :·. .':.:· 

,, i:;' T~~·iTri§l-l?gue" , camcept · woul.<;l,. th":refo_;-e ~o:t _be .~ ... en-pire+Y. ... ~e"'. _ 
"'·• -.• ,,., "" .. ,_, · ,. , , -~ ··.-!-.: ....... ·.- '•·.·~··~-I• •.. ,..1 .:~!..'"•, '··~··· ~·u 

idea b).l:t an ini ti~tivE)' •aim!'!¢!, ?-t. aoJ:ievi~g :·oo,mp'.!.ement.~r.i i;:L_e~ ,_ ;i:p woul 
• - • • • ~. ., .~ :. • • • - .. • • f : ' ' 

not .be ... an a1 t~rnati ve ni~a.sure, to t~e .. North-',Sou'!;h· Di~:)-()g\le ei tl:>!lr, or . , . ' .. ' . ' ' .. - ' - - . 
the g1oba1.negotiations to which the African Continent wo1'!.l.d remain 

·~ ' ' • . '_ : , • 'I " • '•' \..~ - . ' ,. :;. . . :• ::.. ., :1 

' .. 
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attached but a net attempt at and practical, method of' introducing 

. this dialogue through .the. tranaf'o,;.:ziat:l:on -of':; tl+"e._no~tiici: Jnterciependenee 

-· ~~~-;state§-'with:in -~cf~ye -~· oi~~{sed .·~;1r~:;,it'ie-s, ; -''' -. . 
' f- _1 ~·- '.S ~, ~~~' ::~ .... ~- .-:·-~ .;:~-;; "-~·- •. ~ ;~ •• :·,!~~:-. .- r ' - I .• ~:. ~- ~~-~ .~ ~ ·: ~~~~~ .. : ' ~·. ~! ": .f : ; • 

1 
,, ; ·' • , ; , : _ ;-" • • •."·-/>;j\ -.. . , <~-. . ;. , , . · 

1 
• ~ i .. _( L • 1 , ' · 

~ .-;;:;l ~ .!.." "-'l'he -parties -1 t6' the ~ys'tem 'ot --.ti:'iangular- .co.-opera:t;ion invol v:l.ng 
-.• · _ ... r: .. ,. 

1
;. ---~--:..~:.:_~·'._·-. -~:±. 1_~·:,.-:·.··.;.:.:.~:..;.···.;.-~-; ,,,:,. .1~~--:-~~-: ..... ;.:1 

Af'r:i~a,'.;;•_EJ~E;p~:~and'-'-t:ti~:- .Ar-8.'b · lYorid'. quo,t:ect ,: developed. and· "labora-te.d 

·' -J~- t:h·~· {de~as of'--,Pr.esiperit/ .G.:i:;c~:rd ~.! Es~aiD:~,:by :a~aing" ;~· id~ntif'y:i11g 
.. ••• f. ·:. ,-_ - _: •.•. '.:..,..: __ :!:::.~.:...._:! __ .:-_. ·:..~:.·· .•.. :..--'-. ·----··- ., ____ . 

the f'011owing areas 

.t' 

-~- -
' f: :: ,; ':. 

_a) , The. 11 Tr:Lalogue 11 exists at an.embryo state. (because :l.t . ,_ . 

... ~ ~:.r:. 
._has .been 

~: 
conceived as a .system aimed at combining 

'technoi'ogy, Arab 'c'!-p:l.ta). a'nd<A•f!"i,;.an c!evel-o:i;iment 

). Here, :1.t was remarked that a de feat~ 

J. - _; 

; .:. ...... ~: "J :: ,.. 
- .. 

:;;. 

: ,. . 

-_European 

. projects 

triangu_lar co-ope:i;'ation ·had 1:Hrnn in existance in this 

:fi_eld sin'?E\ _ 4 ye<p;s, ,tha:clcs ,, .especially, to' the Europeart 
' . .. . -

. ,,., : .pomml..ini t.ie1:', .C:ommis_sion,. Euro_pean Inv<;stment Bal)k, Central 

Co-operatio11. Bank., _etc, •• What was ne_e'ded was a more 
·:·: ::..J ~ : _; - . . . . • . ' •. 

c.oher.ent_ and more ef'f'icient f'ramework and 'mechanism for 
.. - ·::-: r .1 •. . 

conce:r:itratio~. -" 

-,'._'. ~ .. ;.) : . i¥'' :"Tri";1_ogue0
. Pr,;vi?~~ ;_?.f.CC:"'£ gJ,pJ?~l -appr,oa"h inte~~~~ng 

. . th; .Vario.us- f':i.e1_ci'~~·(-;;~~,;:~mic,-techn:i~a1; cultural and 

-·.. , .. ··_,,. . P()f_~Ji·c~l}, r~·, 'f;h~s en~, : thr,e? mi;i,a<;;.':':res w.ere J?_~o_po~.~g 
. ,. ,~- : ... as a-, f'irsb step:. ' - ,·z;·._ 

:- ._;,::..•-·; - .. .. , ~- -- r-:-~:-- •• .l- ·. :· ·• -. ! ,., 

~ . ' :c: - - .• : - . ·: .. · 
i) -- Economic· and-Financial measures In this area, the traditional 

.... •. !, ·: ..... ' . ... ..... ~·; '. • • .... • ' . . 

"'f·"- trian~J,.<1r; Q_O-operation wou:j.d., stren·gthen 
.~:/" ... .:_._... . -~-.- . . ·~ . 

. ·· A:t'r:tcan1 proJects .. ';{OUlc;l be _co.,.,f'inanced.with the .help' from the 

.. • J C9ntrar-Eiiik"1'~_~·_:_06~~~0-riili-<~-~V;~'.fbi~·ii~'i~ ":'~He -Ei,i;o_pe~ ~~~e~t~~nt 
• . ·' • - < - . • - • - • ' • • ··~ 

Bank and the Arab ,Fund~fthe· 11 Tria1ogue'! would facilitate the 
•. • _,.·:· ·.•:. ';(o._· :·1 ' • • ,.,, -. ·-~ _ . • . -·::·: , ,••; -_,- ".:: 

prepara"f<ion of' projects ... ..,Jlld:ch are better .studied antj 
-· ·-· · .. . ·: . • . ... ~ · .:.._-__ .:_:_:s.s2. 

t·~ahnica1iy sound etc,. 
.. ~t:~ l~'.".i '117~.,·:.:.Jn .. ·. ·· r ~- ~~ 

. ) .... 

: .·~ . -, ~ . .' 

.. , .• ...- .. 

.... 

; - ~· -. 



: ;:.1 r. ; 
r:s~Ht-·f) .... £:::1· .).'.~;:;- .:;r ~ _,..!1:_;--:,1;::...-.·-; .r~..:11-·""-~J c;i~'I::--:-~ 

B".!:t::rc;l ,;'..·:.s, .. ;'/·r;'·~'-'<"·;· .~8c·(:· -, .... : "·.·U;.i. ,._.' ,cM/i~d'5'(XXXvI) .. 
I• -::.:.,·~ •. -~· ••. -._i_~• ,_. ...... ,..,(,·..-J ._,:~,..:r i~P~g··-~.~_:·'.-_,Z}'-.'-.• '' ... ~ ·_._·:, ... 

~~".lf"-:i' .?• :~----,·_ -,..i'~J ;('_, 

.,, - • ; .. 1•1. ··r.·:_. ;··_;o1·r·L.; :: •• ·.J'".:.~1!1'.l".". 
•. ·- - · -.1. • - .. · - - .. s-:-:.!J·r~:.·_,_ .·· > __, ~ 

~-71:~j :,·,:._;,: ~ ;..::t~: .:· .. .'."':."°5;3_.!: 'f.:>_,, " ;-,·-: '.• -'.. 

'-ii) :cti1i;ura1 measures.: . To ensure;tfie~pr3tdb-ti'.O'ii-of' cµ1tura1 

:y)'"-:a~a1ogue, th~~~- th~ ::~~~~~~or'.;'.ti:,e exq~ing~ _,q{,:!:mJ.~~ai.~ · - } ~.c 
• - r .-.. r 1 r - •·• ' • ' • • t ' • - " • ' ·• · r '• .,.., • ( •' 

)~1i; ~-.;;J ~-~~ [~~nf~ID.a:-t=-i.9~ ;~~-~-~q,~. ~-- Wi9~-~-:;~~~9~:re ;1 

:·,to, ~'}t·~i~-&-.~~'i~~Y,~ ~~c~~Ou#t: the~ 
o·r:.1-~ :ri~~--~j;_i~i)t~~e;~pia.Ys' -~¥11 i-.in:t.e1fn~t:i.'«5ll.a1L-'~T~-1:a--i·:t'c:lrts •0 ~j· ;:· 

;• :: :.::! 

-~. •. •. 

~ ; b'("i_~ pq:~'~if • < t.'' . ~' ';~·!.:>'.:· ":".::';_'-I:~: ~'.)''''': . ~;J:~r t:.· ·. , ) iJ'.'.'.:~ s ~ ~·'.~f.·.c: r .. •>" ~r.:j . . 
i 3 "ii:l.) M·easure:s .. regarding,.:pr.a·c ticia:f -pz;©:;fe.C::t's'i .'· :"'.,Th:e-~·."Tf.ia-J.o·gue'!· .;-co"tild 

.'l.,..j :-:·:---:::··_-.;:..!_~" ;_.:.. . • :.•'; .... ,; .i·--~· '. .. • :·· + ... · ·: ' ... . . - - . · ... , 
·. -~--- . · ,sez:ve_ as{~ .:i::,e;ai .. ;"1.a~-~~.'\~,O~Y .~2f.,,:;_~<;l~it:.~.;~·:~<>i!:?V:;i,t_a]; -ot.QpicS: aUDh ra_s 

"?.rI.C.i{.l.J·.t~.•) .1.l .. '.:~ ..-- ~-· •,'•··' · · ·., ·· .. , .·\··~ n,~.-;:.__.l., ••• ~~- .-:er-=£ 0:.rri1'~).w:.on3: · (..t 
i:oT.t .E~" x:i r'-_e.Jpr!1b ,s>-t:<. tJ~:::tl.rrt"erna ttl.on~~J.mon'ii't--':#i'~o-:j;fi If 1P;t!e~ara;t'J!:o~ 

. · · - or; con'si~3l~.<i. t10.D;:,0:i'~~-qu-e:S:til<:>lis--"iriO:t:i:tKei:i'-''iii-1h~:<rit~&1TI.i:'i!ego tia tions, 
•· · "'- r f """• .,.·.· .-,j:~9.}("':"_...._..t•~"'l:~l:J. 

S d;I" I~ ~,!J!l.:\'.1;9~0£1'9 ;~~!".'! 1'.e·a:i;t" <a:i3~J?>,P,~·(1 rebJ.i~.;t::i::':f..:.e}'_i:~_!E£~ t 'Cx(~sf'er 

.::~~~:~:;:~:.:!:;~;~~9~:~~t.;~4:~~;-::~~w~'.-'.f ~~~~~:~:~·i.~~E~-,H~~:~_:!:~:-.,:·-~~·~~- :, 
·- · -;_" ·c)".':,I:'.;Tl}.'l.i:~-~:i...:3-logue_'!, :ls :n0;;t·"·?P.1y'fui'-·'e~fono,in_i<:;, 've~ture, 'it is 

<-:-1.'..'.C'-"-· .:~iso -~ a-_ttemp.1;: a~ •,.iqent-~f'yiiiif'ahi:i'·'&.t;.lA~tli~ri{:iig" the basic 
'' "'".! .! ..• "!" - - .- • '.-. l: ·: · l .~ - :. :- ".. 7. ···: •• . '• .. J ' " ; ' , , .••. · • . . ·• ~ ·: • ••• 

,..,. . ,_,. i;'ies.- of' sb1igari "!;y, e:x:is ting" .b'etween :-Afr;Lca, Europe and 
-··· ' • J ·~ • • _,.. ' ' • • ' • ' '•' ~ • • • • • 

r: ~ c· .• '; ·: the·: Arab. W.~_r1d. ;°_.,For -ihe:':pui'pQS<:J_,of; 'j;his ,.paper, three 

f !2"':0-:, ·' •; . < " sta:ge~ --~e envisaged. f'o:i:; ·the reil,1,iza tion .. Of' the 11Tria].ogue II 

. ') 

,, .. 1-J '; __ . 

" i) ~;-cu_.ld ):ie. ,int.ro.duced at a 
- '' -. 

.. : .. •• 

..! .-

J • • -

•, •\ 

::~"!": -,_ ! .-:,. '! 

. ._ .,. ~' .;, - :.-:--.. ~•· .. ' ·::--.::.~~:-,-.1~·-.:~.:-r;'"-._ 

ii) ·. ~-:;~li',~t:i?;i1ar1y :?;tr,s:~'~ y~el_of'~.:~_<:.i~~~ic: ~~-:7i~':r~~Y , : ;:; 
~ol11d;~1?.?.,, ~11!''.'.'!f: tl_l.ji}?-1? ~-'~i?'j;i:V.§ ,:bas:i,s 'i'6~. ~'!'!?-!> <"'!'!'rie.~o~~". noJ:::t -~!-~~';.r::~. f'i';..--..' 

••":::"•-'- , r,.,-:•~<.-•._•~.1- , ··..-· ,_· ,;· .... 'v .... , _ ,. t~ ~ ~ <; 

,. · -""··v<O. , Me_ m __ b1 "'.~--. -!',_.':'ct.!:_E-t~---i:3'8', :_'?! ;.:\;n'e_~: ·~_T •. _r_ }._" ~ __ ;t. __ o,, gu __ . ___ e __ :'1_, ··.-~.--·. ;j,_ .t,e_,_ d.~,i-'_._b __ Y..~~ 
·:~,jf' 'f[.";f'J.: '."::?: geogr.ap_'_irv;,;chi'st9ry·>Ai'ia_ .. ·:_m_·,.:i_t"ti~i-''tfuitlirii-T"·*~-1i'J.es·,' are 

:f"·· .~- ··:·~:r··r;: ·.-.. ·11 ,., . l , .. ·~. • •• ,.., '•':"" • . ; • ••••• L" .• t"-1 

J' · 
7
"· :_•· '· • ·• ... so in>t;erdepend~µt'. that~':thei:11 d~ve_l.opment; -'· 

J?J:'~gress :~d. ccSnt:r=:o,i_ .c;it·:·~hef_:i:,. e.~on.om;l.~, de:;>~_:l:ny. . ·~. - "' ., - - . . . ·,. ' .... 

depend ··on ·the ·f'uture bf'-_ their· relation~.,'·.:' 
• .. • '_ •: • ; I • :: 

~ .... ~ 
·.·..:·. ;'"": 

! '- . 
r 

' ...... 
I 

'. ,· 

" 

• 
. -
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att~~~.ed "•but a. net .. a't"t~mpt· at- and:· practicai:_methoi;:r of' .. int~oduo:l.ng 
tii:is dialogue thlcou'g~· thEfl'tranaf•O'J'.'ma'tioi·: ~f th~ noted .. i;;,t~rdependenee 

-r· .. l ·_ ._··i'..: • 1 •• _,,. ,i:1i•_i_, ..,,._ 1 : -· __ _, 

of :States j within'! active. and' •brgimlsed 'solidarities. 
I f; :_ 

• • . 
• ,' • :· • \ ·i • •• ·.,'o_ .. _1 ii . ~t?_:;_;_.:.;.:~}: ...... i ·:-:;:·:~~,~:::. ~ ..;,;:j .'~J:'3--.~ .;:':.:;.~ ~ -·~~~ .. : -f.-~i-~.;/-:-;}_ .;_l··.; '. ~.r._;:: ·~_:_;:~ 

,,r~;.-,: 1 !•t:: _ 

The .parties-rito, the- system o:r·~ti-iang{i18,r:co.:..ope~E;.t1'.0~
0

involving 
i;::_,--. l.~·~lo,' "~_.,, • ... ~'I 0 '~( .;• , .. ..r .. _:,·,,.,.l~ ." L-r.~~)-;.r!,'C-:~· ... :-1: .. ~·- ,• .. ,,'.:'.'_._'"'.__:._ 

.<,.-1~1'.M.?/;~~fip_e;fanch7.t.b:a ~a:?·:'W~~~£!..r;q~~·t~<H; _c1.'3:v'J}:6:P":d a_nd ~l?-bq.brt~d. 
t • . · • . • _ • · • ~.- ~ : •. • • • · . r J ., _ i r 1, •• •, ----· ·. · · •• • 

;; ,.,, __ .- ·qn•.'tlle idei:a~:".df · P.residerit i Giscard ·D 1!Estain·g by actd:lng-·or· 'itj'entif'ying 
•.. "'-,._).!.' ... _::.:_;· ~ •• -.. :· . •. , .f· ii.'.' , i 't· ~ .. , ' r·.· ... · ·.; . ~.,....: ·. ~ 

. the ,fo.:llow:i)~g" · a·z:eas ,_, . 
-.,.::.:i .':.~ .. : .. ~· - ·.~~- __ :. ! • . . , ·' : .. 

' .... 

··:-1_· · r •. l 

Tli~' "Tri&logue 0' exists at . an .embryo ·s,ta,t.<1 z,A/?~R~µse it . . ... , 
has been conceived as a system'. aimed· atr combining . . ' . ' . -. · ..... -· .:... (. ..... ;. . 
European"technology,_ Arab capital and African devel-0pment 

pro J/:.kt:s' )·;. Here'i-· .. it ivas rem:ar.ked . tpft;t"' a,,· de f'co,to 

tria'Iigtilar. ·ca;_oper'atio'n: had bGen in existai;tde in tli,:i.s 

field since. 4 year's, thanks, especially;· to the European . . . 

.. -. _... ....., : .. ~ 
Communities, Conimis:Si<in-, E:uropeaii Inves-tment Bank, Central 

Co-operation Bank, etc .... What ,was· neede_d was a more 

coherent·and more efficient framework and mechanism :f'or 

• oonceqtra~ion, 
~ :-. 

' •.'°1 ~--· • ..~ - .•. r 

-·:·'c- .b)' ~ . Thi! o;iTpta~ogue": .pro'lr~d~·s· ·for-~' global. ·approakh 
• • .. - j. <,.i: ,, 

. the var"i<?us, fields (economic ,·teohni.cal .. -. i;:iul tural and· . 

political). - ,To th.:i~, e~d-; : ~~-~-~ m~-a~~res were proposed 
. ' -

:l.ntegrating 

. ,as a first;step: 
' ' ~ - .. . ', ,:.--;. .. ~. :: ',.."':'"'.',~· :·-=~= :. :--.,,.···c""·:,0.·• 

' ' i. 
~ .. 

:· ,r; 

'i) Economic and Financial measures· • Iii this area; the traditional_ 

-.. ·triangular -~o-ope,;:.ation would st<rengthen ±.e • 
• ;.~ '... : j• . • 

A.f'r:tcian·;pr6'jects would be co~f:iha:ri:ced with. :the help f'rom the 
• I • - , 

·;·::.' .·t_. ~:µ_~raJ:•':i:laiik ':foz: · a·conomic development, the Eti.ropean Investment 

.. ' . Bank' Ma the.Arab' Fund,.Jthe "Trialogu~""wotild faci1itate the 

· -~"pl'epar'ati'o,; 'bf i?i-~]~cts -wJil±~h are better studied and 

technically sound etc,. 
t 
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,,. . 
.. ~·,' 
,.Y.·· 

.. l 

.i - }: 
ii) : > .. cultural· measures To ensure the promotion of cultural 

·.:._ ....... ·· 

i;ii) 

;·; 

.dialogtie, there the need for the exchang.e' of cultural 
'~· . 

informatic;m" a·na., · o.n a wider scale, to tal<e into a:ccooot,;.the 

role culture plays in _in.1'.erna tional: relations. , . ... 
:·• ·' • .. 

. . :r '·' . . . <--··. . ' 

"Th~: "Tri'aiogtie";>eould' - . . ' . . Me_astires regardi:ng p:t'!a:c,t.ica:l 'projec.ts: 

serve as· a real "laboratory of· ideas" on v:ital topics. aunh _a_s 

reform of the international monetary system, joint preparation 

or consideration of questions ino:L.uded .:1::n:- tne'-'·globotl nego~iationi;; . .. . . 
assis.tance .t·o the· le·;;;;-t d~_~<Jloped countr:t!~s (LDC), transfer . . . . - -- - - . ' .. . . . 
o't: techilol.ogy'; train_iV!'-•. new· en~+'gies etc·.~·.:· 

., " 
-~11 '~ : ·.>": 

c) .. : , ::'.fhe .!'Trialoiu~;,-~i·s n9.'(;. only·an ",\;'co,;,:o~{~:-~._;;:i'iture, it is 

1· 

· ·.- ... also iin .atte~pt. a·~ itl<intitfyilig ·and strengthening the basic 
. ··:;~---·':· -·~ -, .. ;-·;· .... · 

t:i:'es of. solidar:i:ty existin"g:•between· Africa,. Eupope and : . . . \ -~ . . . . . 

.... r· .the'.Arab World.- Fgr tl).e pnrpos~ of this PE!-Per,. three 
, '> • > •':°' ,. ' )H 

.:. ±. j .' 

... 

stages are, envisaged -for .the ""realization'. of the. "Trialogue" 
-~ :.1. · -·~ ·. '· · · «-~r.::::· ,_ •. ,. 

:::,, . 

i) The ",Trialogue 11 coi:cept would be' 'intr_oC[µc~ at .a\;, 
. . . . . ~ \. ' .;.. 

.. _ .. --- ..... -_ · · "Cul fiirat Conferenc·e and· nq·:p 'i;hrough, t.):l~ ... resumption, 
.. ·. : . c··· - _- .. ·,~.:.J..,.. , . , · .•• : ..... ::·- ..•. :·,-~ ·.:. 

'" ;in ·another :t:or!II, .. of. ,one "of"'those major ._eltonomic 
:· . .:;;:·{·, '. ·.~ .-s ...... :··~r·: • • '.' ·. w· ·.•").~::-•~-- :'.• ' 

... _, · ·conf'ere.nces · the· o.utc,ome of· which ha·s s.till always 

•" ,, 0·~ . 

1 

~eft' th~:t-~~ve~o~~~g countries-~~ th::ir state of ... 
-~---····, - ... _ .: ;., .L~.'--· . ~,.; •...• ~ •" ;" • :i:·:!~L·:::,'.·.~-:.-.-

~.,.:_.- •.. _,_. - . .., 
•• . • t •. • •I ,. •. ', t'. ',;:'" . • • ] ' '. ': ! 'r ' • 

·4.:paJ;'i;icular,:i,y clo:se -.tie-·of--eoonomic· so-lidaf;ijiij'Y\~.1; ... 

w,~~ld be -~~e. ~o:f. i;he .·obJ.~t:iv;;· .'has:i~ f~-r th~. '.;~:i~i9;iu!lo~'.. 
. . ' ' - ~,. , .. , .·· .~' , _ _.., ···) 

, .)femb<;>r countries .. of· the-"".Trialqgue '! 1 u,.ni '!;!"£ ·:o'y . 

.__',~. ;r:,-_,,-, .&;eog~a~hy, '.h~~:to'ry ?-n.d·"·iii..,.tui:i.i"'?uit...;,ra:l ~al~~~. a~e 
. :· 

:· -::,~; ·, . . ~.. . ·.·, .... ~ .. , . ·:· : . . . . '-'''· ·.' .. ~;·' ' 1:-·:. . .. ·• 
,' ;"::t '._",so ·_:interdependent ,th.at ·tltei:u development, 

. . . . ·: . r.: . . ' . .· .. . . . . _,. . 
.. , .. J?:i;'<;'_&"ress'_ an,d·,.?on~rol. of their ·e·cono_m~o c:iest.iny_ i 

depend ~n the future of their rel~tio~s·~" "' . ' 

' . -.,. ..... __ , ....... - ::, .. ,' . 

.· ; 

. ; , ... 

• _.; i 

-,Jc 
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·i:: :" ·.·· 
. Solidarity_ among the 3 regions _is demonstreted in 

tlie complementarity l:Jetween their energy_, technology, 
,. : ' ,• . . . ;· - ' . . ~ . ,._ . 
human and natural resources a.s revealed by all. 

analysts. In this con~ext, it has been recognized 

that economic di~logue,,s, should not be conceived as 

speeahe~ on·oii or Arab capital, but as an approach 

aimed at closely knit network better organised .and 
. . •' "f· ., · •i· •"I".: .i·./ .. ·'·· ,;. ; 

las-ting 'economic: exchanges' consid_ered, f;rom ,the 

point of" view of' ·biia'terai t~ade flow fro~ th·~ .point 

of view of multiple projep:ts for ·triangular .. co·-opera-
: ~ . . 

· 'tion ·or from the- point, of view of interdependence 
~ .. . - ,,. ; ) . . . 

of the economies of the three regions, taking into . . . ... . , . 
account the commercial t~ansactions apiong·them. (the 

ration between the domestic trade of the 11Trialogue 11 

zone and the total trade of the countries of' the "zone_~~--~e-:.c . 

. --
-._._: ____ :±s'_·_,,_:·._.,__._ e"·r·:. c·:._e __ n::,_t:.·;.r ... ,....:.:.:.:·:"'--,,,-,--:- _ . ._.:.-_ ... ._-c·---··- ·-"·---->.,: ..... ._.... . ... _.---.. -·-·--·""' · 

•. _;JV· ,l;I JI ·.-·.:.:::.-- .. -. .· .. ___ :_,_.:.. .. .. , ..... -- ·--

" In this vain, it has been remarked rightly that in the case of 

Africa, all the components 

their own regional· 1·evel~. 

of Africa's total tract~'j_n 

of th:l,s network. have i;iot ·yet atta:ined .. 
-~.r· , 

Intra-African trad_e is v;ery low ( 5· per cent· 

1978) •· This jus~ifies. th,e· stra:t.e·gy 

defined in the Lagos Plan of Action the ultimate objective of which 

is to focus Africa's economy on itsel.f·and its .own. needs. Consequent'ly, . . . ; . . ' . . . 
the .!'Trialogue" :is capable. of .pr~vic!ing. the framework for. ref'lection, . ~ ' .. 
within which the economic part.ners. of Africa would b'e informed o·f' the 

specif'ic plans of' this continent about its future and the ef'fects of · .. .;. . 
these plans on the relations-among 

three· entities._ 

. ; .. 

i 

the countries concerned within the 

· .. 
' ' 



CM/1105(Y.Il..'VI) 

Page 6 

d) In this global perspective, the 11 Trialogue 11 could o:f:fer 

each o:f the.partners the oppo:t>tuni'j;}': to de:fine_,the . ·, . . ( ' . - . 

·· _co·mrr;on p~inciple's ·and mutual interest,s on which should 

"<· ·" -··~": built the New International Eco.nomio Order which the 

restr{cted inte;nat'ional ~ego_tiations have so :far been 

( 

' 

:financing di:f:ficult to achieve. I'j;., was. particularly 

'stressed that the 1i"r:i:-iala'gue" could contribute to the 

development o:f the North-South dialogue · 

internationally ~yonomic_ co...:opera·tion among the 

countries o:f the J region_s, .placed within·"a 

wider perspective o:f permanent ties based on history, 
' - . ·, .- '.. . 

geography and cultural exchanges could. co_ntribute - _-,._ .., o: 

significantly to bringing about'understanding 
: - . ,. . , . : . . . and solution 

· -o:f 'North-So..i.th problem~. 

' 
, ' 

Reactions to t:he 11Trialogue"idea and concept _(Especially in Africa 

and the Arab World,) 

' -
. , 

The' -position o:f all those who, in Africa and i;he Arab World, ·-··· . . 
a''.l:Scussed the concept. after a careful study, n:iay b.e .. ,.umm~d up ·-as \ .. . ' . :, . -. . ... . 
:follows, particularly with regard to th,e .. steps• to be taken.·: ... - : . 

'.· 

. .. , 

. , :· 

'a) 

I : . 
. t; . " ... " 

Any ·p~oject :for the _d;:fi!')-}_ion ~:f a. IJ,E!W. :frame,w~;,rk p:f· :co':.. -" ~ 

·'operation; collabora'.tion "and consultations. among:,the. J" '. 
• • • ' ' • :·· ) r ' ~ ~ • . '' • . 

communities and 'the three regions concerned in the. . ' ~ 
. .. . u: . . ,; ,1·-: '.' ' '· t . • • 

11 Trialogue 11 needs to be explored a,nd studies.in detail; 
- ' • r 

:- 1·: 
b) The project o:f triangular co-operation system cannot in 

any way, be substituted :for either the global negotiations 

or Afro-Arab co-operation; it can only be conceived and 

developed within the complementary :framework o:f these 

two approaches; 
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c) The 11 Trialoguo" cR.:i:-_c; be •rnnc:oived as a political., 

association, but rather as a means of negotiations and 

co-operation for concrete economic and cultural achieve­

ments; 

d) The interests of each member of the "Trialogue" should 

be clearly defined" 

( 

e) With regard to Afr±ca in particular, there are specific 

problems to be resolved; these are hunger and under 

development 

and means of 

in all aspects, 
I 

solving thf!Se 
' 

In the search for the ways 

problems, Africa is ready 

to undertake disr>uot.ions at the level of the "Trialogue" 

North-South Dialogue, Euro~Africa Dialogue or Afro-Arab 

co~operation, The Lagos Plan of Action presents· a very 

wide programme; the "Trialogue" .project can be appropriate 

:'_n so far as it cons oi tut es a framework for reflection, 

a basis for expansion and realisation of the Lagos Pl~n 
. ' 

of Action and the Final Act; 

The "Trialogue" .. shou::..d be conceived within a wider and 
. . 

global framework, and not only within the context of co­

f'inancing of projects, it should cover economic, technical, 

political and cultural problems; 

g) The 11Trialogue 11 should not be limited to a more recycling 

of Arab capital or aim at perpetuating the traditional 

triangular trade accor~ing to a division of labour which 

the Third World and Africa had abandoned long ago, It 

should be placed within a more global framework and should 

deal with development probl.,ms while serving as basis for 

a fruitful dialogue among peoples and civilisations, based 

on equality and respect for the identities and sovereignty 

of states. 



CM/1105(XXXVI) 

Page 8 

In a general manner, it should be emphasised that the project 

can be realised to the. satisfaction of all the . parti~~ concerned and 

in.their mutual interests only if the following; facts and guiding 

principles are adequately taken into consideration : 

. ' 
a) The main object of the 11 Trialogue 11 ·should be development, 

This means a co-operation aimed at total, integrated, and 

harmoneous development of. all the partners, This should . ·,· .· ,. ' 

. . 

be its philosophy and its final goal, It seems this is the 

0 ..... 

b) 

'. 

. ; 
c) 

case, The.notion of' development should be at the basis 
., 

of' the project. And development means actions should 

be taken to provlde the' structures, ensure production, 
• ~ ,. '-, . . • ..1 

transfer and exchange of' te'cli'.no'1ogy, human progress, . . 
.access to markets of' the developed partners, access by 

'the poo;r- partner to the resources f'or its own development 1 

etc,.,, And if' there should be a divi'sion of' labour, 
' :, 

this should be made dynam:Lc and 'mdertaken with the prime 

aim of' ensuring the development of the ~artners,· 

This co-ope:.r"ati..o:n.. Gh~J't:t.11..i :! ··:-i.e.:.' '".'/:i:ca te partners which are 
'· 

responsible and equal, and not paying parties, recepient 

parties and exporting partie~ • 

This oo-operati'on. should remain open to the outside world; 

it should therefore be a method a means of' enc,ouraging 
, I . 

Nort~-South Dialogue and a step towards the establishment 

of the New International 11".oonomi.c Order; in sh:Ort, 
·'· -

it sho~ld serve 
J. . 

the grounds f'or the ooJ:ut:l on o-:i 

·~= usefully :prepare 

;·:·-,r·l;h-·Sou:th pro.bJ.ems • 
~' ".-

" 
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d) Once these four points have been jointly and adequately 

studied by all the parties the project will be ready for 

implementation and will be meaningful to the Afri'can 

Eupopean and the Arab partners, 

C 0 N C L U S I 0 N 

At this stage, it is necessary to emphasise that the "Trialogue" 

is a major project which cannot be realised by means of a few speechesi 

it calls for joint and active efforts researches and consu.l~ations. 

The Secretary-General will have to undertake consultations, fact 

finding and co-operation actions with all the partners concerned, 

especially with the Secretariat of the Arab League so as to find out 

the impacts and implications of this concept bearing in mind the 

policy of the OAU, its. interests and the achievement of the primary 

objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action especially those relating to 

the individual and collective self-reliance of the independent Africa, 

He should permanently keep the Council of Ministers and the Assembly 

of Heads of State and Government in~ormed of the development in this 

question. 

- I 
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