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R ?:?{ Wt thd: Seventé;nth DAU Summlt held in Freetown, Sierga Leone,
'”rh July 1980 #several delegations expressed the desire 6f obtaining
hadequate 1nformatlon on Euro-Afro-Arab Coﬁoperat1on known as "Trialogue"

and hoped the OAU Secretary—Genoral awould initlate the necessary
.measures and consultations w1th all the partners concerned so as to
gather further 1nformat10n regarding the concept the e tent and the

- . . -{‘,'i‘,
I syscope of the proaect - L. e Lo PN

. . h R
L. B Y - PR e ko

et

Pursuant to the resolqtlons and d90151ons of’the OAU’ and in liné
with. the policy and i1 the interest of Africa, the - Secretary—General
Jqsh&bllshed con%acts and consultatlons with' dlstingumshed personalltles
fin the' pOllth&l,ﬁBCGﬂOmlc oT flnanclal fields -both in European and
Arab worlds, the ﬁwo reglons ‘which are together With, for Afrlca,ﬁ

from the components of the "Trlalogue“ coneept.
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The Secratary—Generai summarﬂaes, in this document , the opinlon,
V1ews concepts and, the philosophy of the originators of the concept

_'as well as the observatlon made thereon 1n the Arab world and on the
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_.,Birth‘and Iivolution of the idea of the "Trialogue". o
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In January, 1974 and - February 1979, the French Government,

cons:dering the present eoonomlc dlffloultles,‘took two aotlons on

the 1nternat10na1 plane.
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aYMMQfFIrst,“ij 1ntroduced “thé~ idea of- a North~South Conferenece

between the Industrmallsed -amd. Developing oountries, aimed

i o DT

at readaustlng their mutual 1nterests.

This Conference, however, did not‘produce'tne'deéirea"results.

‘;b). In February:.1979, President V.G. d'Estalng proposed the

‘ ~ comcebpt of triangular co—operatlon between Africa,

j”Europe and the -Arab World.

R S ' R
S Thus,:ln additionito the international seareh for solutions to
‘world problems (NortheSouth Dlalogue, UNCTAD ete....), France was
convinced that a major contribution could be 'mede within a more
" Yimited but appropriate regional framework, because of proximity

. and varioua klnds of: ties exlstlng between the States concerned.,
. R el n :" v ERE )

It was especlally in.. May 1979; at Klgali and later in Khartoum,

that the Pr951dent of- Framnce developed “and ‘elaborated on major theme -

‘the proposed oo—ooeratlen by stating that permanent geographieal,

historical and oultural bonds of solldarlty were - the. basie faetors

=wh1ch should be better strengthened and developed within the frame

of w1der entities.{' :
¥, '.:-_‘ —&r ) . N . : . R
To this end, the Frenoh Head of ‘Staté observed that the three
regions had already undertaken several colleetlve actions at various
levelS° namely,rthe Lomekconvention,.Afro-Arab Co-operation, Euro—Are
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: ) The"Trlalogue" concept’ would therefore not be an, entirely new
:1dea but an initlative<a1med at aohieving oomplementarities. It wou]
not be an alternative measure to the North—South,Dlalogue either, or

the global negotlatlons to whieh the Afrlean Gontinent would remain
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attached but a net attempt at and practloal method of 1ntroduclng

“of states W1thin actlve and organlsed solldarltles. T

to-
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:thas dlalogue through the, tranaformation of the notéd’ 1nterdependence
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-partles At the system of trlangular co operatlon involving
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Africar~Eurepeﬂand”the Arab World quoted developed and elaborated

iy

o

- on the 1deas of.Presldent Gisoard DJEstalng,by addlng or 1dent1fy1hg
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The-"Trialqgue" exists at an embryo state. (because it

.~has .been conceived as a .system aimed at comblning

:European technology, Arab cap1ta1 and Afrlcan development

. projects ), Here, it was remarked that a de ftetbo

triangular co~operation ‘had been in existance in this

field since 4 years,Ethanksﬂ,especially, to the FEuropeand

"Gommunltles, Commission,. European Investment Bank Central

Co-operatlon Bank, .etc... What was needed was a more

FU I L

cphenent_and more efflolent framework and mechanism for

concentration, N L e eme e
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_Thn dTrlalogue" provides for R global approaah 1ntegrating

S rbeee aamir s wtarp -

ﬁthe -various- fields (economic technlcal, cultural and

"polltlcal) To this end  three measures were proposed

P

as a. flrst=step.,‘; V_ B S _— e
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Economlc and Flh&ﬂOlal measures : In thls area, the traditional

ﬂtrlangular oo-oPeratlon would- strengthen 1.e.

African,progects would be cOTflnanced W1th the help from the

central Bank for economlc development the European Investment

Bank and the Arab Fundsgthe "Trlalogue" would fac111tate the

- -

preparation of proaeots nﬁdch are better studled and

s el

.

technlcally sound etc.. .
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iii)_ Cﬁltural measures_.ﬂvtﬁﬂ To ensure‘ﬁhevpromotlon of cultural
ﬁr:thlalogueg.tﬁéfe the need for ;the exchangerof cultu;al 1§1;
:::'..’ti:f‘;;;:ee::;énfﬂrmatlonJandr on..&- wmder“sealf ‘to ake ints aCPOIElnt the‘
, 11nternat10naﬂ-relatf6ﬁ'"?di._‘.1 o

S EE ) Measufeé'regardlng,pnactlcalgp,:.f *The “eralogue.:could
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“:;PTrlalogue" is not only anv economlc”venture, ‘it is

Ay

'elso an attempt at 1dent1fy1ng and strengthenlng 'the basic
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N L tles “of solidarlty eXlsting betWeen Afrlca, Europe and

AN
i

the Arab World.“ For the erpose of this:paper, three
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Tt stages are env1saged for the reallzatlonhof the "Trialogue"
?' T T ) The‘“Trlalogue" concept wculd be 1ntroduoed at a. 'y
PRI K L Culturql\Conference and not through tﬁe resumpt1 n,
. . s R 1ﬁqaﬁefher formr of ene of those_ma;orkeoonomics 1:
3”;”3:-2512 “TLQZ%'oon¢erenoes the outcome of whlehfias 86411 alwaysn‘
R L?_i--left‘the deve10p1ng countrles An, fh 1rk§3332_of .
_:fefp, ‘ i poverty. ) AR
RS “:“TT“‘ i o
LIV £ B I Ve pap?lcularly chese tle‘oﬂr
noff*ﬂggi,ﬁ&?:”T ' hodi& éefone*ef the Qb;g;five bge;slforifher"Trielogug“
. :G:J . 'ﬁémbemhggugtrles of fhb "Trlalogue ,_unléEd”by- _ o
geograpﬁ#é;hlstery:énd mu%uayfoo;tural;walues, are
sO 1nterdependent that ‘theily development : :f
b, proéress and control of thelr economic destiny T
i‘ s . depénd on ‘the future of their re}atlons ""1 : " .
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.. Tha . parties-.to.theé- system o% trlangular oo operation involving
- L L Anka  pehZiEs
Africa,.Europe~andw¢he Arab World quoted, deve;oped and claboratad
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A on“the ideas of Pré81dent Glscard D’Estalng by addlng or 1dent1fy1ng
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:ﬂést“ The “T?lalogue" exlsts at an embryo statgc,gbepapse it

""‘" - has bgen, conceived as a syst_e_m. a:.med,}__.'c}'_bh,_,g_gmblning
' Eu;opean”teohnoloéy, Arab oapital and African development

:h:_ : projé ts Ve Herel it Was remarked that: a,de foebo

trlangular ‘co- operatlon had been in exisfande in this

fleld‘sinoe.h yvears, thanks, especially, to the European

Communities, Conmission, European Investment Bank, Central
- Ué-operation Bank, ctc... What was needeéd was a more

coherent and more efflclent framework and meohanism for

_concentratlon. . I )

i
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'.;'bj'? lThﬁ‘“Triaiogue".prOVideb'for éfglobal'approa&h integrating
' the vaiious flelds (economic technlcalr cultural and

pOlltlcal) To thls end, three meagures were proposed

.as a flrst step° R AT
Soe: e _-__«-_::."" ape” .'*
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i) " Economic and Finanoial measures : In this arca; the traditional

=tr:l.angular co—oberatlon would strengthen .i,e.

)r ’.

ggptral Eank for economic dGVelopment the European Investment
Bank and the Arab’ Funds;the "Trialogue! would facilitate the
preparatlon ‘of prOJects wkich are better studied and

technloally sound ete,. . ) *
¢
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+.Cultural measures :

dialogue,

fMeasures regardlng praotioal proxeotso"
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- To ensure the promotlon of cultural

ERT A

i .

there the need for the exchange of cultural

1nformatlon and to take into aooount”the

on a wider scale,

role culture plays in internationalk relations. L e

P A

:The "Trlalogue" oould

serve as- a real "laboratory of ideas" on v1ta1 topios eunh as

reform of the international monetary system9 Joint preparation

or consideration of questlons 1noluded dn- the'global negowiationg

. assistance to the” 1east developed countrfes (LDC), transfer

of technology, trainlng, new: energles eto.... . .

- .‘.-" 1' .Z".,' t

lThe “Trlalogue" is not, only an eoonomlc-fenture, it is
also an attempt at 1dent1fy1ng ‘and strengthenlng the basidc
ties of. solldarlty ex1st1ng between Afrioa, Europe and

the Arab World - three

stdges are.env1saged -fox the'reallzatlon of .the "Trialogue"

- oast
x,,

For the pnrpose of thls paper,,
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- Member oountrles of”’ the’“Triangue

The "Trialogue" concept would be 1ntroduced at a.

Gultural Conference and
T

Sdin another_form, of.one

.y f

conferences the outcome

not through the resumptlon,

of those maJor ekonomlc'
of whlch has stlll always
“left the developlng countries” 1n thelr state of

poverty.

P e ——— - -
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would be one of the obgeotive ba51s for the "Trialqgugﬂ.

u 1ted by
geography, history and” mutuai cultural values, are

w4 T

ity

::so lnterdependent that theiy development,

progress and oontrol of thelr economio destiny

depend on the future of their relatlons.
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’iii)..SOlldarltY among the 3 reglons is demonstreted in

a the complementarlty betWeen their energy, technology,
human and natural resources as revealed by all.
'analysts. In thls eonﬁext it has been recognized
that economlc dlalogues should not be conceived as
speeahes on oil or Arab capital, but as an approach
aimed at clOSely knlt network better erganlsed and
lasting ' économic’ exchanges, consmdered, ffem the
point of view of- bilateral trade flow from the p01nt
of v1ew of multiple projects for triangular. cO~ODPera—~

“tlon or from the p01nt of view of interdependence

of the economies of the three regions, taking into

‘aécount the commercial transactions among -them, (the

) '&:;.u ’

ration between the domestic trade of the "Trialogue"

zone and the total trade of the countrles of the zone,~wm_m
;---w~:s~58”per cent) S )

o a A p o, ¥ AR e

In this vain; it has been remarked rightly that in the case ef.
Africa, all the components of this network have not ‘yet attained .
their owvn reglonal leVels. Intra-Afrlcan trade 15 very low (5 per cent’
of Africal's total trade in 1978) Thi.s Justlfles the- strategy
defined in the Lagos Plan of Actlon the ultimate objective of wﬂlch
is to focus Afrlca's economy on itself-and its .own. needs, Consequently,
the "Trlalogue" is eapable of prOV1d1ng the framework for reflection,
within which the economic partners of Africa would be informed of the
specific plans of this contlnent about 1ts future and the effeects of
these plans on the relatlons among the countries concermned within the
three entitdies,

ey
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d) In this globai berspective; the "Trialogue" cofild offer
each of the partners the opportunity to define ;the

"common prlnciples and mutual interests on which should
ﬂbullt the New International Economlc Oréder which the
restricted 1nternational negotlatlons have so far been
financlng difficult to ach1eve.l It‘was.partlcularly
'stressed that the "Trlaloguc“ could contribute to the
development of the North-South diaiogue

internationally economic co-operation among the

countries of the 3 regione,.plﬁced within-a

/ - wider persnective of‘permenent ties based on history,

geography and cultural exchanges could contribute

51gn1ficant1y to brlnglng about understandlng and solution
..of North-South probleme.

7

Reactions to the"Trialogue"idea and concept (Especially in Africa
and the Arab ¥World,)

The p081tion of all those who, in Africa and the Arab World,

discussed the concept’ after a careful study, may be summed up a.sL

follows, partlcularly with regard to the stePS‘to be taken /s .. . =i,
. : b - .
‘a) © Any progect for the deflnrtion cf a new. framework of..co= -~
PR r"opera‘l::n.on,. collaboratlon and consultations ,among: the .3 -
- communities and the three reéions concerned in the - - -".."

"Trialogue“ needs to be explored and studles in detaily

b) The project of triangular co-operation system.cannot in
any way; be substituted for either the global.negotiations
or Afro-Arab co-—-operationy it can only be conceived and
developed within the complementary framework of these

two approaches; *

-
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The "Trialoguc™” canxc; be nonceived as a political
association, but rather as a2 means of negotiations and
co~operation for concrete economic and cultural achieve-

ments;

The interests of each member of the "Trialogue" should

be clearly defined.

¢

t With regard to Africa in particular, there are specific

problems to be resolved; these are hunger and under
development in all agpects, In the search for the ways
and means of solving these problems, Africa is ready

to undertake dismﬂséiongat the level of the "Trialogue"
North~South Dialogue, Furo—-Africa Dialogue or Afro-Arab
CoQOPeration. The Lagos Plan of Action Presents a very
wide programme; the "Trialogue" project can be appropriate
n so far as it constitutes a framework for reflection,

a basis for expansion and realisation of the.Lagos Plan

of Action and the Final Actj

The "Trialogue® . should be oconceived within a wider and
global framework, and not only within the context of co-
financing of projects, it should cover economic, technieal,

political and cultural problemss

fhe "Trialogue® should not be limited to a more recycling
of Arab capital or aim at perpetuating the traditional
triangular trade according to a division of labour which
the Third World and Africa had abandoned’long ago. It
should be placed within a more global framework and should
deal with development probl=ms while serving as basis for
a fruitful dialogue among peoples and civilisations, based
on equality and respect for the identities and sovereignty

of stafes.
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In a general manner, "it should be emphasised that the project

can be realised to the satlsfactlon of ail the’ partles concerned and

in their mutual interests only if the follow1ng facts and guiding

principles are adequately taken into conslderatlon H

a)

The main object of the “Trialogue"~shoﬁld be development,

This means a co-~operation aimed at total integrated, and
harmoneous development of. all the partners. This should
be its philosophy and its flnal goal, It seems this is the
case., The ‘notion of development should be at the basis

of the project. And development me ans actlons should

be taken to provrde bhe structures, ensure production,
transfer and exchange of technology, human progress,
acecess to markets of the developed partners, access by

the poor partner to the resources for its own development,
etCoes. And if thére should be a div151on of labour,

this should bé made dynamic and ﬁndertaken‘with the prime‘

aim of ensuring the development of the pértners.'

This co~operation should incomnirate partners whicn are
responsible and equal, and not paying parties, receplent
parties and exporting parties

f . I )

This co-operation should remain open to the outside world;
it should therefore be a method a means of encouraging

North—-South Dialogue and a step towards the establishment
of the New International i« ononic Order° dn short,

i
t

1t should serve as a Test which can usefully Prepare

b ‘ .
the grounds for the golution of " rih-South problems,



CM/1105(%X%XVT)
Page O

d) Once these four points have been jointly and adequately
studied by all the parties the project will be ready for
implementation and will be meaningful to the African

Furopean and the Arab partners.

CONCLUSION

At this stage, it is necessary to emphasiselthat the "Trialogue®
is a major project which cannot be realised by means of a few speeches;
it calls for joint and active efforts researches and consultations.
The Secrdtary-General will have to undertake consultations, fact
finding and co-operation actions with all the partners concerned,
especially with the Secretariat of the Arab League so ag to find out
the impacts and implications of this concept bearing in nind the
policy of the O0AU, its interests and the achievement of the primary
'objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action especially those relating to
the individual and collective self-reliance of the independent Africa.
He should permanently keep the Council of Ministers and the Assembly
of Heads of State and Government informed of the development in this

question,

s
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