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·· REPORT OF THE OAU SUB-COMM:tTTEE OF 19 ON ASSISTANCE TO 

THE FRONTLINE STATES ON I'I'S MISSION TO THE SC1\!JDINAVIAN 

COUNTRIES .AND INTERNA'fIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN EUROPE 

Introi:luc·tion. 

1." D.uring. i:ts 'rhir"ty-fifth Ordinary Session heL:l in Freetown, .. ··. · 

Sierra Leone; in June 1960, the OAU Council.of Ministers, adopted 

resolution CM/Res.7.86(XXXV) which•reads as follows: 

"l . 

112. 

. . -~' . ·'- . . •. . 
ADOPTS the Report of the Committee of 19 and 

endorses t.he recomn1endations the~e·i·n; 11 

•" 

INVI'rES the Committee of 19 in collaboration 

with the Coordinat:j.ng Committee for the 

Liberation of Afr.ica,. 'to cont.iriu'e it~ work, 
. - ' - --· 

includ~ng' the assessmeri.t·of.the s'ituatioi: 

in the neighbouring countries; ii'· 

" 
11 3. · UNDERTAKES firmly again to_ give material 

114. 

and f"inancial assistance to all the Frontline 

States;11 

APPEALS to all the peace-l'bvii1g countries· 

of the world to grant assi.Gtanc·e t.o. the, 

Frontline States namely: Angola; Botswa.na, 

Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe and then 

combine their efforts with those of the 

African countries in order to st~engthen 

the struggle against the racist Pretoria 

regime .;11 

"5. CALLS on all regional and international· 

, organizations to continue to give priority 

' ' r 

: ·, 

. ~ ' 

\1 ! . 
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I d ' . 'thi' s 1 ~ . n a opcing r·cso u ... ior1, Che Cour1c11 renewt:d i'ts 

determination and solemn commitment to secure ma,tprial and f'inancial 
·' . ~-

assistance :for ·the··Frontline ·State~.· 

3. In adopting f~port CM)l045(XXXV); the Council. aiso endorsed 

ipso facto, the setting up by the Committee of 19, of two sub-commi-,. 
'~ :.: . ..., .. 

ttees to undertalce missior1s vii th a vie\...; tu ·soliciting t11e necessary 

financial and material assistance, and oil' supplies needed by ·trfo 

Frontline States, to enable them surmount .the-. economic ·and social . . . ' 

pr·oblems arising from t)1e repeated acts 01' aggression perpetra:t.ed' 

by the racist regime of South Jcfrica. 

4. It should be r'"cal-led .that the OA.U Comm.ittee of ·19 ·on Assi.s­

tance to the Frontline States appointed.the following countries as 

members of the• two sub-cpmmi.t tees·: 

.. ' 

a) Sub-committee on .financial and material assis.tance 

1. 'fogo (Chair·man) 
l 

2. Sudan (Rapport.::ur) 

3. Nigeria (Member) 

b) Sub-committee on supply of oil 

1. Algeria (Chair:man) .. 
' . 

2. Cameroon (Rapporteur)' 

3. Zaire (Mr•mi1cr) 
L 

5. It was further rlecided that the two Sub-comrni ttees should 

avail themselves of the services of the OAU General.Secretariat for 

t ,· 

·-
.. 
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the accomplishment of ·th"'ix· missions. 
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. ~'·; 
. ~ .. 

·' ; . ' ~ ' ' 

6. Under Resolution: ClVl/ReiV 7u6 ( XXXV) in pui0 suanc·e.: of'" the recommen-· 

.j·a tions; ,cofit.ai~ed i11 tl1.e ci.f·o·r·c-111en-t·j.:or1e ... i :t .. eport ~ and- in par·tiC.ul.Ar 

tllat concerning the mission entrusted- to thi:• tVtu · Sub--c·omrhittees ,.· · 
\ ' , , 

the OAU Sub-committee of· 19 on me.terial and 'financial assistance to 

the· Frontline· States· ... met in ·Addis Ababa, :.:1'1'om i'7. l;'o 19 - September 
. ~ . \ 

1980, and, drew up its ·rnission programme according to which missions 
- . ~ . , ; . . 

.1·'er0. ·to·be carried···ou·t in five -.groups; to non-:Af'rican 'Stat'cs and f'i"-

nar.cing agel').cies .. capable o.f grant.irig urgent; assistany,e to tl1e Fron't·-

•line sta:tes·,, 
, 
' .. ' 

' . - ... 
·: .... 

7. In ·cbmpi·iance·-.with its progi;-arnr11.,, ~he Oi\U SubC.-comnlittei;, .. of 1.9 

.on Assis~ance to·:.the.:.E:tontl:lrie s·tate$,.madc,,alI nec;;ssapy. ar-rangernencs 

for the missions to be car;.0 ied out to Scand'1navian countries an-1 

International Inst;itutions-based in Europe; . ' .. 

8. The first groµp of the S:1'.)-commi ttee theref'ore visited Denmarl<", 

Norway, Sweden and F'inland~ "rhe second group contacted the fellowing 

International Oi'ganizations: FAO ,; IFAD, WFP ," WHO, UNHCP..·, U.NIDO, OPEC, 

UNESCOL~~1~ ACGT(Cultural·ahd Technical cooperat:hm' Agency). 

I. Missions undertaken by th·e OAU Sub·-commi ttee of 19 to 

. _·Scandinavian cou.nl;r:i:es .. 
" 

,, . 
'-:' r.. 

9. In compliance with the programrnt; .pf' visi_~s-::drawn ·up in Sop:t;ember 

1980 by the OAU Sub-committee of 1 1~ on Assistance, to the· Fro!!tline ,,_., 

States, the members of the Ad H9c Sub--committee met as pJ.anned at 

~he Charl.es .de Gaulle Airp?r:t in .Paris, on.. 25 January 1981 at,.7; 00 
p.rn., and lef~ togetherf'op Copenhagen, Donmarl<, ~he !'irst-leg -of' 

their mission which.took them, from 25 [;o 30 January .l9b,l, ,tot.he 

Scandinavian countries: Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Finland.,:. 
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10. The Delegation of the OAU Sub·-commi ttee:was cornposed,pf: . · 

Togo (Chair·man), Anz.ola (coordinator), Sudan (Member), Zambia. 
. -

(Member) as well a,s_ a _reprosent';'~ive ·of. the Oi<.U General Se,cr~etariat. 

It was led by Mr. CHEAK.!>. :roure , ·-;irec tcur de C:abil").et,·9f, t;h~_.;,finis:;;ry 
' . ·. . . ' 

0 o'f' Foreign Affair-s and Cooperation of" '"'ogo. 
·I 

. ' •t •• 

A. Mission of the OAU · Sub-Gommittee of 19 to Denmark 

( .! . . ; ·' . 
11. The Suo-.ccimmi t_tee arr.i_ve·~ in Copenhagen, Denrrtark, on 25. January 

'1981, in. the evening. It was rece:i,ved the -follol'{ing day,. 26 January, 

1981 at 11:00 a.m. by ;-i.E. Ambassador P. DYVIG, Under Secreto;ry of 

State at the Danisi'l Ministry of Foreign J\ffairs, and his assistants. 

12, Ambassado1' P. fff\f;I,G welcomeQ. the OAU delegation on behal.f:..o[ 

his Gov,ernment. He, then -br•iefly :spoke ot· the active role which _has 

always been played by Denma;•k in 

inviting the Ghairman'of the OAU 

pqrpose o"f' ·the mission. 

suppor·t oi'. Afriqan c0untries l)efore 

Sub-·commi ttee ot' 19 t·o ·explain the 
.; . 

•, ., 13. . l'he Chair·man of the Sub-commi t_tee thanlced, the Danish Governmsnt 

for recrii ving the miss,ion of-., the ,OAU Sub--commit:t.~.e. He t!'len cm'iveyed 

the apologies ot' the Minister of ·For_:('Jign Affairs of Tog'o who should 

have led the m_ission to the Scan-'.iinmrian ·_co_u1,:i_t1,i-es, but had been pre-

·.:vented_ at the last moment by political situation in Africa, _par:-ti­

cqlarly ·recent (;\evelopments in Chad. In this resr:;>ec t, he mentioned 

the ·effo'rts: made' by Togo· within th:i framewor·l< o'f OAU, 'to· ol{.tain peace 
'<•, " ·;; .,. "·· 1 I• ·• ";::;,/1' 

and bring-. about reconciliation in. Chaj-. 
. -·. ' ... ' .; ! '. ' ·~J : . . ' -. . " 

14. Mr. CHEAKA said·· the proposal by t!18 Curr·ent Cnai1'rnan o".f· 'th<;, OAU 

tJ1at a meeti_{lg be convened imme-liately on Chad wa·s the· rf\ai.n l'easori 

why .the 1'og~l~~e Mir{.ister of Foreig~ Affairs. was·' unable to lead the .. 

. : ,_,.1 .... 
·; .. 

. -

·' 
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15. Speaking on the purpose of the mission, the Chairman of t;he 

Sub-comrni ttee 1'irst defined the mandat;e of the Sub-committee. ne 
. 

said that its mission consiste~ ':J!t'i seeking financial and ~aterial 
assistance, on behalf of' independent Africa, for the Frontline 

States. '£he· emergency aid· sought in this respect was· to help these 
J ' • ' ' ! • ' I·.' ' • '..' j 

countries, victims o:f repeated acts of aggression by the South African 
•I ' • . ··, . \ ' .. - ' 

regime, to overcome theil' econo'llic and social problerns .. 

.. ·' •J 

16. To enable the Danish delegation to .better understand the pro-

blem,. the Chairman o~. the Sub-commit; tee gave·. the historical back­

ground o:f the Committee of 1.9 froll} its inception t;o the est;ablish..; 

ment of the two Sub-committees ~nt;rusted wit;h actua·11y .undertaking· , 

the mission as~igned 'to the 01\U Committee of 19 on Assis t;ance to the 

Frontline. States. Ui;if9rtunately, the. constrain ts imposed oy t;he. 

racist :regimP of South Af.'rica ·on the.se· States were such that the " 

African countri~s with 
, 

.their limited resou~ces were compelled to 
' ' '. 

turn to ·those f'riendly countries 'wh:i:ch had always he1ped them,. ,to .•. 

request addition.al aid for. th.e F1•ontline States. He said 'that th<') 

mii;;sion was an urgent appe,al from the. OAU to 1'riendly coun;;ries 

which had alw.ays, assisted fSrican qountries spol).taneous],y and shown 

concern for the peoples f'ighting for· their free_dom .. He ~fu.r;tl')eP 

stated that the economic and social. si.tuation facing ·th<'? Fron-t:).ine 

States was in fact more than. deplorable: .the clinics, d.ispensaries, 
•,: 

schools, bridges, Poads - ·in short - the infra::;truc·~ures of' those 

countries had been destl'oyed by ,_raids ·from Soutll Af;~ica. Hence, 

countries .which, love peace,. freedom and Justice should come to the .. ' 
aid of those States which. are. now targets q,f Pac is t South Af'r-ica 

because they offered shelter to those_ .fighting i'0 r freedom and 

independence. 
' ' 

17. '£he Chairman of the Sub,-committee expressed or.. behali:' of ·che 

,. 
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OAU sincere gratitude t;o the Danish f,'.overnment :for its aiosistance 
- , . . 

to '.Chird \Vorld countries in general and the Frontline States in 
. ' . 

particuiar ·. · •I·n this i·egard, .he a::knm·1ledged ·the vc: r·y su•~s tan tj a1 . 

contributio~· ~ade by the sc0:..ndinavia1·; countries ·to the Con:t'erence 

01· Frontline States h~ld recer:~.ly i~1"1.1apV'.t~_fro~-27 to. 28 No,;em;~~-
, '_. ·- .- . . . . , • . ; ~ ~'• • f? ·• '. I ·;· 

1980. He requested t;he Danish delegation to approach its Gover-rf·-

ment on. b~~aif , of· th~·' S1.ib~:;ormni ttec ~f · l9; :i\;r· ~;; ~q:;en t and . , · ' 

concrete humanitarian "ass'is tance' to the' Frontl'ine 'St'ii:tes either " 

through, tile OAU or directl:y 

the OAU: 'info'rmed. 

'to the countries concerned while keeping 
: ,. 

'' 
18;' In reply to 'j;he Chairman of the ·sub-cornmi ttee ;,O'f 19 t the' U'nd'er 

Secretary of. State at the 'Min:i:st'ry ·of· Foreign" Af:t'airs of Benmark; 

!vlr. DYVIG, first thanked ·the lead'er of the ·oAU .delegation for his 

statement pointing· out ti•at· thEO. 'direct; cont;act.'bety1een the GAU 'and 

Danish delegations enabled 'him to un.ders t;and all' aspects of the· 

problems· confronting the Organiz.ation ·of J\.frfcan Uni·t;y .· · He indi9ated 

that he would make a report· to 'his Governrii<'int and· then explained ·in· 

detail the· poli'cy of' Denmark towa1-ds Af'ri.c<'fri · cci'untrfes· since· Jl:frican 

countries began to attain' ·i.ndependence ir{ '-the sixties. He said that 
I . . 

t;he ·Danish 'Government had always .placed special emphasis on' develop:-· 

ment· pol.icy in its relat;ions. with 'Aifrican count-1-ies inc:J.udfng the 

Frontline States. ·He further indica te;i that ·Denmark would ''continue 

to assist the FrontJ:ine State~-. ·:1ithin the ·limits of ·its capac'ity . 
. ,. 

19. 'rhe Under Secre_tary of St;ate 'pointed ou·t; i;hat O:is ·cciun-cry'•·s 

national budget .had already been approved by Parliamcon t".-' ·It ·vlot.1ld' 

be neceesary·to walt;-until the next lihanciai ye·ar befoi:·e the 

question· ·couid be taken up 'first· bJ t;he' <.iove1'nnrnnt and" then by· 
J 

Parliament before a concrete response could be given. 

20. 'rhis meeting was· i'ollowed' by anot!ier· informal --one' 'at 3 :'OO p .<n'. 

during which the Danish delegation received an in-depth briefing on 

.. 
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the bu1onina is:su~~··:of Africa_·, name-1' 7 tne Chacl question and ''ihe 

breal«dp~n :nd . failure, ·of 'the corif~fencf): 'on:..i:l~.inibia ii.el.::! las·t · -' ' 
- . . '• -,_. _,' ' 

Jan\l.arY.-. _iri Geneva ur{d'er ··t1~r;.1ausp:l;ces;. of' tl~c· \rni'ted "T-iations. •..... - .. · ·' 
-_; ~- - .- · :·:· '.·· . .-ti: .,.- . .- ·~· .--·· ' .. -·;;·:r :· :_,'" . · -·· · .·; 

·d; .r-- ;.:• .,,_.:q: · ·. • ;~ ._ 
'. . . :: ...... · 

sub--~a.riirrirt t~e left Gope'qti<>g~11 th.~'"'i'drire daf 21. The ... · ·oo ' · · av ·,G: .... p •. m:· 
. - . ·' • ' .. !'. • ~: c .. 

for.Oslo, Norway. . :· 
·~--. ·_ . .,.. .. 

·i _• ·>: 

,_.. -~ 

·~·· 

' , 

. ' 
• - ' -~ '> -:' 

22.:. The 01\u Sub-committee'of 1'9 arriv.ed ·in Cls~cf;':cap.iS-al'·o:f Morway, 

·on.,26."Januar;,r 19Sl, i.'1~ tl~e"-'e:vc:.i{fng . .'' It'b'ega~. dfs.cuss:i:«:'irn'3- wit11 ttie:· 

·representatives 'of the r·i'o~>w81h~n.~ove'1~n!nent it 11.:00 Ei..m:, ·tn~· f'oli:ow-

ing::Q.ay,. The Sub-comrni tt~e .::f'i·P~:t .m.~d.e.'.a. courtesi ·c·a:i:1 ··o·n. the ·-r.1i.nfs i;er 
.. ,, . . . • p ' .. - -' ;_ . : 1.::'-~ . : '·"._I,! • • . . • . . . • ' • ' • 

of :Fore.ign Affairs ot' Norway bHfoJ;!o) ;being rece:Lv'Jd i:\y ·riir,;::1.f?aa.l i30G, 
'" ; ' ' '. ~" . \..._ . ' _,' '. : ··.;.:·· ·.:··,;'.'" .. . . . ... . ' . 

the ·Dir•e.ctoi•' ·Genei:'al ot' 'the ·iliinil.s.tr:y o:t' Foreign Affaii'."s ·of Norwa{, 
to:, beg~_11 .. d_i.sc~s~.i~nS· · CiD the S·p_e·6·.~-~{~

1 

':·i;-~:~pOs·«~~ c)·f ~ tt~e m:i.S_si.tir1· •. ~. ··- ·:·- · ~-
··-.· .- ., .: ... r_ •. ·- , :'·~::'.~{~_:, 

. {., .. ,., , ••. ·. )r;·1 . ! • t. ·' f:. 7·-
" ' ' \.-i,.i ·- .. ·:'; .. : .. , . : ', ! ·,_, ., ., 

Mr. BOG began byi ¥,J')llcpn).'1,ng ·m.embers c)j<the Sub--ccmmittee to his 
• . . ' . . •. : t ' j 

23. 

·country •. H~ -pointed o'ut that, Norway .was, .. closelr :t~ollowing-..~11.y. )?.1 tua-
• ,, • I 

and wished to·•19ar1'! rilq,r,e about· it frofn: the. OAU. de;le-. . . . tion·in AfPica 
tgatlftii-\'. ' .. 

' .. __._, .:···"- ". .. ,- . ; 
' ., .•· 

• :• .. -, J •.· 
24. ·The ·Chairman of the Sub-commit tee J:'il's t. thariked· the :.:.overnmen t 

' I-···· 

of Norway ror the welcome· extended to, his'' del'egaf:i:'on. He· exp
1
J:a:'1:ned 

'why the Minister or. Foi·eign A:"~airs of ·'.l'ogc. who was· to have led· ·the 

del:egation ·to· the .Scandina.via11 countries: was absent ancLwent onJ to-, 

define"the .objectlves of.the Sub'-committee•s.mission·. 'riv:.· Chairman 

briefly described the situation·pr~vailing ~n t~e Frontline States. 

and the problems brought· about by. the ·continued raids of" the: racist 

regime of South Africa. He stated the reasons that had prompted 

the OAU to set up the Cammi ttee of 10 w. hich was J.ater enlarged to I . 
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the Committee o:f 19. He said 'that the Committee's mission-was 

to explore the possibilities of' providing assistance :for the 

Frontline States. Mr. CHEAKA explained in detail the mandate of' 

the OAU Sub-Committee of' 19 and gave the reasons. :for the countries 

selected. He said.that the Sub-Committee's missions was to solicit 
I\.,• 

humanitarian as sis tanc e :for the Frontline States• .. 

25. The Chairman of' the Sub-Committee thanked Norway, on beh~l:f 

of' the Af'rican counteis 1 :for its pledge of' contribution at the 

Maputo meeting in November 1980. He added that A:frica had never 

entertained any doubts about· the assistance f'rom the Scandinavian 

Countries in general and Norway in particular. It was in f'act, 

this conf'idence that acc<;>.unted f'or the pre1?ence of' an OAU delegation 

f'or additional emergency aid to cope w~th the critical situation 

prevailing in that part of' Af'rica. 
' 

26. Replying on behalf' o:f the 'N'O,+-W~gian <i.().'!1:!~ent_; Mr. BOG 

:first spoke of' the relations between !tic; ooun·:::,,·~· ···:~:d A:f.'rica q1'lting 

back to the decolonization era. 

27. On the question of' assistance, Mr. BOG said that it had 

already been included by the -Norwegian Go'vernment in its programmes 

f'or. oertain.Af'rican countries including Tanzania,. With'regard .to 

additional aid, the Norwegian Goyernment spokesman said that.it 

cmuld not take a decision there and then. He pointed out that a 

decision of' that nature should :follow tl;.e procedure used in the 

adoption of' the·uational budget: The Government-must obtain-the 

approval of' Parliament before granting any aid whatsoever. He added 

that the Norwegian Government could, if' necessary, extend its aig 

in the :field o:f education to the children in the Frontline ·states 

:from its contributions to the programmes it was_ implementing in 

A:frican countries, He took note of' the pr.oblem. to be submitted in 

a report to his Government. 

.-
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28. The working' s.ession was· followed.' by an exchange.· of' views on 

African problems, more precisely, on the situation in South Africa after 

the brealcdown of the Geneva Conference on Namibia he:).d in January 1981 • ·, .. , 

The·polit:i.cal s'ituation in Chad was lalso discussed. 

,. . 
29. The' Sub-Committee.left Oslo the same day for Stockholm 

( Sweqen), the third leg of its mission to the Scandinavian countries,· 

C. MISSION OF THE OAU SUB-COM:J"iITTEE OF NINETEEN TO SWEDEN 

30. The OAU Sub-Committee of Nineteen visited Stockholm, Sweden, 

from 27 to 29 January 1981. During this short period, it sµ.gcessively 

held discussions with Mr •. Hans BLIX, Under-Secretary of State for 

Development and International Cooperation at the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of Sweden, and Mr. Curt STROM, Acting Director-General o·f the 

Swedish International Development Authority (S.I.D.A.). 

31. The Sub-Committee was received at the Swedish Foreig::;. 

Ministry on 28 January 1981 at 11 a,m. by Mr. BLIX, Under-Secretary 

of State and his assistants,. 

32. After the OAU delegation was welcomed.by the Swedish repre-

sentative, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee. explained: the aim of 

the Sub-Committee's mission. He first thanked Sweden on behalf of 

independent Africa for having agreed to rei)eive the OAU mi.ssion, and 

especially for its policy towards the Third. World in general aro.d 

the Frontlipe countries in particular. 

33. After reviewing the situation of the Frontline countries, 

he said that 'the purpose of the Sub-Committee's visit in Sweden 
.. ~. . ' 

was to seek material and fina:icial assistance for the~~ countries 

whose infrastructures had beeio. destroyed by the Pretoria ·regime, What 
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was required was urgent humani tari.an aid over and above the normal 

assistance granted by Sweden to individual African C~".tos 

to cope with an c:nergency situation, I:: this regard', he thanked 

the Swedi:sh Government f'or its recent assistance to the Cpnf'crence 

of' the Frontline countries in Maputo, 

34. He explained that if' the OAU Sub..:Comnii. tfee. ·of' Nineteen had 

approached Sweden, it was bec~use it had taken into consideration 

the· following cr:iteria regardi,J.g countries to be visited:-

i) Countries friendly to Africa 

'··ii) Countries which have always sul?ported the African cause 

j_j '; ~ r.01_,'!.1.+,r'iRS capable of' offering assistar1ce 

In conclusion, he said that the Sub-Committee had come to 

Sweden with the hope of' obtaining concrete results so as to 

prepare a report"f'or submission to the next Session of the Council 

of Miaisters scheduled for February 1981 in Addis Ababa. 

36, Speaking on behalf of the Swedish Governme:it, Mr •. BLIX, 

the Under-Secretary of' State, pointed out that !'lis country was 

committed to a lo!'.lg-term policy of co opera ti on and development towards. 

the countries of Southern Africa includil-1g Angola, .Botswazia, Lesotho, 
' . - '. . 

Mozambique, Swaziland, Tao:iza!"lia and Zamb:ia and L'l the :'lear future 

with independent Zimbabwe. He further stated that Sweden had give:'l 

a special assistance to the Office of the United Nat.ions High 

..... -~ ~~; 0 :'ler for Refugees and the Int0r!lational Heel Cross,as. pnrt of t:lF'. 

Humanitarian Programme for Southern Africa, He mentioned Sweden's 

increasing support to liberation movements, such as SWAPO .and A!ifC, 

refugees and other victims of South Africa's apartheid_policy, as 

well as Sweden'·s contribution to trair.ing progra'Ilmes through various 

international organizatio:1s as well as to United Nations Progra'1!mes, 

I 
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37. The Under-Secretary of' State stated that his Governme:.1t had 

already submitted to Parliame;:it. the budget estimates f'or the 1'981/82 

f'inancial year, which included Sweden's assistance to Af'rican . ~ ' . . 
count,ries. Nevertheless·, he a:dded, the programmes drawrn· -.up were c'.lot 

inf'lexible and they could be modif'ied whenever necessary. 

prepared to give due consideration to the problem submitted to 
' 

it by the Sub .... Committee and c.o:isider how best Swed_en coul·d 'respond 

". '· 

"' 

'" 
·• ~ • . • . :-r ••• •• r. ;·· .: . 

to these problems. as e~peditiously as possible a.~d increase 'its 

aRsistance. 

. :· 
39. The Chairman of' the Sub-Cammi ttee thus availed himself' of' 

the opportunity· to .thank Sweden. f'or i .. ts readiness to assist Af'rii::,;:, 

40 . Af'ter· these talks at 'th~ Jviin.istry of' Foreign Af'f'.airs, ·the 

Sub-Committee went to S.I.D.A. a,,,cl wa.s r~ceived by Mr. Curt STROM, 

Deputy Direc'tor-General of' tl'ie 'Autho;r"i ty. 

'· 

41. Mr. STROM explained to members of' the Sub-Committee,S.I.D."A." 1 s ·' 
role in decision making on matters relating to bilateral cooperatio:1 

for development, He pointed out that S.I.D .. A, was responsible for the 
' .. 

:::-reparatio:1 and implementation of' the Swedish bilateral cooperation 

for development., The Sub...:Co~mi ~te,~ and. tl:J.e. officials. of'' S .,I .D .A. 

exchanged views on the OAU mission. 

t
,_. ), 
L.l.e~-.J, 

·)· 

42. Mr. STROM briefed the Sub-Committee on S.I.D.A 1 s scope of'' 

activities and its'limitations i;:i the f'ie~d of cooperation. He 

uuderscored the Parliament 1 s role in his Gover01ment 1 s· .decisions. 
'•·: 

"' 
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of the matter would consider it accordingly. 

44.· The Sub-Committee left Stockholm the next day, 29 Ja:1uary'-; 

1981 for Helsinki, Finland. 

. :~ . ; . 

D. MISSION OF THE.OAU COMMITTEE OF NINETEEN TO FINLAND 

45. The mission of the OAU Sub-Committee of Nin~tee;:i to Helsinki 

started on JO January 1981 at 9.JO Ol..m. with a_ courtesy call o;:i 

H.E. Mr. Paavo VAYRYNEM, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Finland. 

46. The Chairman of the Sub-Cammi ttee first thank_ed, the Minister --

for rec€iving the· delegation. He went on to explain the aim of the· 

mission, stressing the difficulties facing the Frontline countries 

and OAU' s reasons for undertaking this mission to secure assistance 

fr"oin' cou.-:itries which wei:·e in a position to provide the finimcial 

and material assistance needed by the Frontline cou.-:itries. He 

thanked the Minister for Finland's usual contribution to Africa.-:i.-

countries. 

47. The Minister said he was happy to receive for the.first time, 

a delegation from the OAU and to hold fruitful talks with represen-

tatives of the Par1-Africai,,_ Organization. He referred to Finla:.1d' s ___ , 

a:ict to Africa including most of the Frontline countries. as 

well as to his country's recent pledging declaration at the Maputo 

meeting •. He declared that his government was willing to consider, 

OAV' s requests which he said would be taken into co::-isider.ati.on. in 
future during the drafting of' the budget. He _said , that 

being a rather small country, Finland could assist only within the 

limits of its capabilities. He expressed the hope that other 

countries would follow its example. 



' 
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.48. ,'rhe talks with the Foreign Ministe,r". we·re f'ollo.wed by a working 

session at the· Mil'.\,:i-fl}:r:'Y.::.:.:'!_i;.For~±gii -·A.:fi~.i-~;. '"'during whic h_~.the O.AU Sub-
... _ -~-·- ~ . . ... ' .. 

Committee and.-·the·F-innish .... renres·ent'at"ives-,· ·at the request ·· 
. . .- - . -···· . . .. ------ ... 

of'· Fin-land whic·h·-·f,;a5· L"'.!te,;.ested in Af'rica::-i problems reviewed the geDeral 

political situation j,n Af'rica and especially· the Chadian and-Namibia"' 

questions, 
' ~-·. 

' ' ' . ···:1 
At this sitti:t;tg, t.he Fin".lish representatives ~:X:plain:ep to the 

Sub-Cammi ttee. the vario\1-s proje,.cts and · pro·grammes o:f' assistance_ . 
• ~ · .. ···LC· <'. 

implemented ·by.Finland under bilateral cooperation with the· f'ollowing 
'. 

·'Af'rican cou,.,tries: Tanzania, Zambia, Kenya and Egypt, 

..... 

50, The Finnish repref!entatives added that Finland's cooperation 

was extended to non-Af'rican countries sucJ:i as Sr{~Lanka.and Vietnam 

a...'1.d spoke of' the possibility of' increasing the number ,_of' countries 

to be assisted in the _nex.t ·two· years.Theywent on to s.ay ~hat Finland 

was also implementing projects' w'i thin the f'rameworlc of' mul tilat,eral. 
~· . .. ' 

cooperation. jointly with international organizations and United 

Nations s·pecialized Agencies, 
·., 

.. 
51. If' at present, Finland was not in a position to provide the 

,. 
Frorttline countri:es with cash, it could at. J.east help implemo,_'.lt the· ·'"'·· . ' . ' .. 
priority programmes of' these countries through tl;e f'inancing 

' ~ ' 

ins ti tut ions wi.th which 'it has: reiations of' co;ipera ti on •.. However, 

to secure t.heir a:ssistanc·e, prcijectf'! ·must be .clearly qe_f'i:ied and w~li 
f'ormulated. ·'. l 

52. The OAU Sub-Commi tt('le of' Nineteen o:nded its missioa in 

Hel..sinki. with. a· Press Conf'erence -organized at the Press HeadCJ._yarters ~ 
. ,. ·--

This Conf'erence of'f'ered the Sub-Cammi ttee the . oppoz:tm'li ty to ~i~_f'orm 

the Scandi!iavian countr±es about its··m:tssion~ 
.-~ . 

... -
; ' '(., .. J 

.. •• ·t 

- .. 
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. ; .... 
II. MISSION OF THE'OAU SUB-COMMITTEE OF NINETEEN TO 

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN EUROPE 
l ., ' 

-. _; .- - -.· '; . ~- •. -

,, , . . - l ... ·: .J .I . ' ' .•· 
. ,-. 

·In- compliance.·with the programme prepared in .Se:ptember · 1980 by 
- • < • l • ~ ' . - . -. '. • ., 

. the .:._dA.u. Sttb-:9'lll':mi tt,e,e, .of Ninet'een 'for z'.~~ista:ice to the FJ?ontline' · 

· -.;~hntries, thi_s, .gr:oup ,·charged wd.th 'the rt~po!ci~~bil~ ty' of establishing 

contacts with international iastitutions in E~~o.pe, ·went .from 
' I .~ I- ~·';•'-~··:.~·1:(.l ~ I 

2 to 13 Febrµary, 11'>81:. ,succ:e.s's'ive1y 1 to the.· Headqu8:rters o:f-. the.: followfi1g 
. i ·\ ::" t 'i{ '>'• ' .- - • . . . ' t ' • • •. ,' ''f ' ' ·-· 

institutions: WFP,_.FAO, IFAD., WHO, UlitHt:R, UNII;>O,, 9PEC, EEC,:. UNESCO ·and 
:,•;! 

J~CCT (Cultural .aT>d, Technical Ooope~atio1:i Age::icy). 
' . . . . .. _, 

.. r-" 
' ' 

. Tb,e delega.tion of the' Sub-'c'omm:Lttee ·of. Ninl"teen which"v.isi ted 
: ;, .. : .. 

the· above-ment;ioned:)I:nstitutions, wa·s c·amposed of,.H.E. : D,· ALI,. 
;-,. ·I·~ .:· , 

Ambassador of·Togo to Paris and Chairmaii bf.the Sul;>-Committee, 

Mr. Jada da Silva ATAIDE, Mozambique's Charge d'Affaires in Lisbon· . . . ' 

and Co<;>:i:-dinato:r;. for .the Frontli1ie countries, and Mr. Ngung. MPWOTSH,• 

Represei~tative of ;the OAU General Secre'te'.;::l'a;t • 
. ; . ~-

\''( 

Nigeria. anc;i Sudan which· ;.;ere· to be member.s of the: delegation 

had earlier indicated. tlcieir inability to participate. 

55. The delegation of the OAU Sub-Cammi ttee of Ninetee:ci responsibl'~ 
' •f' 

for establishing.contacts with International Institutions wi:l;li 
;· .. 

Headquarters in EµTope started .. :' '~ ' '.' ' 
its ·mis~i.cin on. 2 FE)bruary 1981 with 

" ' Rome·. During its s.tay, in the Italian capital, the delegatio:~ was· -, ' 

succ~ss'iveiy ;~cei~ed by officials of the tfo;:.ld.~o~d Programme (v!FP), 

the Food and Agriculture Orga1,ization of the 'United Nations (FAO·)" 

as well as the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)". 

1. Visit to the WFP Headquarters in Rome : 2 February 1981 

\ 

56, The delegation of the Sub-Committee was received at the WFP 

Headquarters on 2 February 1981 at 11 a,m •. by Mr. Bernardo de AZEVEDO 
BRITO Deputy Executive Director of the World Food Programme. 

... 
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57. The Head o:f deleg.ation o:f the sub-committee of 19 f'irst 

thanked the Representative of the WFP Director-General :for organizing 

the meeting with the OAU mission. After conveying the apologies of 

.the Repr_esentatives of Nigeria and the Sudan who were held up· by 

otl!er engagements, the Chai'rman of the sub-committee briefly 

presented.th~ precarious economic' and social situation of Front-
\ . ~ ' . 

line States, resulting from the continuea·: .:i:t'til.cks from the ·south -

.. African regime. He than,· gave th.e reasoni···wh;ich had ·· pro!ftpted 

the_ or·g~isation of African·. Unity to· set up the Cammi ttee of lO 

which was later enlarged to -~- Comm.ittee o_f .. 19 entrusted with the 

task of seeking the material and financial assistance needed by the 

FrontJ..i:ne States to enable them _to_ rebu,:i.ld their economies de'stroyed 

by the _racist regime ·of ~retoria.· In··liis· state.ment··, he stressed 

that Africa was looking :forward to ani· 'emergency assista."1.ce 'from 

friendly countries 'and· ins ti tut ions capable. of assisting ·Fro:ritline 

States, 

58, The Chairman of the Sub-Committ~9commended the ef'f'orts made 

by WFP to assist African countries, He explained that Africa which 

was already receiving a substantial assistance from WFP once again 

turned to the latte-r··:for··a ·supplementary-' effort. because of the 

disastrous situation in the Fron-;; line.' .. -S-ta-tes. He stated further 

that within the African context, some countries such as Algeria, 

~igeria and Togo had made offers.~ithin their means, 

9ountries would follow their example, 

He hoped other 

59. Replying to the Sub-Committee's request, the Representative 

of the Director-General observed that WFP was mainly concerned with 
~· . : ; . . 

food,.programmes and projects. It's primary objective was to 

incr<;iase. the development programme which would enable st.ates to 

achieve a self'-suf'ficiency in_ fqod. _To this_ end, he cited seven 

countries, including the ... Fro:ijtl1iae _States, with which WF? was . . ' •' 

carrying out d_evelopment projects in the different areas, such as 

.. : 

' 
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:forestry, dairy and, s<;> ... 0.I).·• These· countri~s- we'.!'"'e. Angola,_ Bot_s:wana; 

Malawi, Mozambiqu'? ,.' .... T~i:tzal:\~,;,_., .z.,;,unbia" .:ind 'zi.mbabwe, He nointec· out 

that WFF devoted ~~out· ,90 percent·,. of' i td" b~d~et to devel,QPl!lent . 
' ' • ' ..... ·.ye ', -,:1.~ · .- •. ,! " •!· ··'····· 

programmes and )-,0. parcent to emergency a:ss·istanc_e, which was very 

low, E~ergency. cases. applied only to .a ':Spe;9ific, precise and clear . ~ . . . . 

'"""" situation. such· as. :flood "or draught.' Iri. all these cases, the 

assistance given was :free, but .. subject to prior approval :from.!J'l.fl: 

Dire c tor-.General. 

'·'' 

60, The" Assistant Direc,to_r'-General stated that WF'.P could of'fer. 

further assistanc.e to Frontline S-tates in 'the implementation elf. 
their programmes and projects, Hence well defined proposals should 

be submitted to the organization which would giv~ them due considera~ 

· tion in conformity with the rules . and regulations, Mr, Be.rnardo ' 
., 

told the Sub-Committee that.WFF was currerttly_increasing.its 

? ssis-iifuice to African countries, 

2. Visit to FAO Headguarters in· Rome 

·3 February 1981 

' ' 

61. ·. ·The ·delegation of' the OAU Committee of· 19 was first received 

by the FAO Deputy-Director-General on 3 February 1981 at 10,00 a,m .. 

for a working session and later, by ,the Director-General himself', 

'• 

62, The.Chairman' of the CommittS:e first thanked the Director-

~.~..,,,J:'al through its Representative _:for the hospitality accorded to 

·.:.1e OAU delegation. He gave the histo:r;ical background of the OA.U 

C0mmittee of 19 arid. indicated .the _.aim· of ... ,th'e.mission, He further 

3tressed that OAU was·making an urgent ·appeal to FAO for emergency. 
·. ' ' . . ' 

assistance on behalf bf' the Front Line States, 

·" 

63, The Chairman of the Sub-Committee congratulated FAO on behalf 

' of' the OAU :for its usual assistance ·t·o African countries, He aqded 

t2at the supplementary assistance requested by OAU would enable the 

··:, ... :.: 

... 
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Frontl.ine States to ove.rcome their ·"economi·c and social dif'­

ficul ties, resulting from the a9ts_ of'.·agre:;ision perpetuated by 

the Pretoria Regime, . He observed that FAQ coMld grant that 

emergency assistance directly to.individual Frontline States and 

then inform the QAU • ' .i'. :. '·'···· ~ ::. 

. ' 
64. The Deputy D'irector-General underscored the relations 

which 
I : " . 

had existed•so far between FAQ and QAU which had always 

pursued the same goals as during the-preparation of the Lagos 

Plan of Action. He· explained that FAQ was not a. funding organiza­

tion. The Funds earmarked ·for FAQ technical cooperation :i-rnre .. _ low. 

He added that what FAQ could do was t'o pursuade some United Nations 
' . ' ,. ' 

funding organisations such as UNDP to implement emergency :projec_ts 

for the Frontline States. 

65. After these discussions, the Sub-Committee had tal:k:s·with 

th& various FAQ Heads of' Sections before being received by the . 

Director-General. The talks were based on the different projects. 

being iwple1t1ented oy FAO in the Frontline States. The FAQ experts 

explained, in detail, the sqope and diverse nature of- the 

assistance FAO had so far given to Southern African State·s, 

particularly the Frontline States. They 'und-erlined the campaign 
. l . . 

being undertaken by the FAQ Director-General to mobilize funds. 
'I·. 

for an emergency ass:l..~tance to 26 African countries, including :'all 

the- Frontline States, which had suffered from famine caus€/'c\. ma:i.nly 

by draught, lacust s,. ·armed conflicts and influx of refugees into 

some regions, The FAO experts, provided the Sub-Cammi tte~ .:with 

document with a summary of p~-~-Jects financed by FAQ, " · .. 

~ ., 

\ 
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66, .. Upon receiving .the Sub-Committee, the Director-q.eneral 

agreed that the OAU was 
.•.· .. 

right in' appe.aLing to the International 
,., .. ·. s '.. ' - - ' . . ' ... . , ) I 

Community for eme~gency assistance.·:·.'·He added tl1.at had the 0,AU .:..:.od 
. "" •, ' ~· '· 

. ,, •.. : I ,-' ' ·. • • ~·• 

mi:ssion come .two ·months• earlier, in other words; :tmmediately af'tE\i; 
) ' 

l 

the Pledging Con:ferenqe he19 in September 1980, it would have 
'1 ~-. ;'; ·:1.: :" ' 

obtained a more substantial assistance. Unfo.rtunat_e.ly, the 
. ': .-;:_1. I 

delegation arriv.e.d ~hen contributions had already be'en· pledged.· 

.·, ,, 
·-the Director.;:.Genei:-~1 declared that he_ was· ready to devote· 

. :r. ·'·-'. 

• • 

<"1:. ..,.-. 

special atteriti~n.'to the· problem within 'the ':framew~rk ·,of' ah . . ~ ..... . . 
·_':· \· .. 

Emerg"ncry: Food assistance programme if a formi::~.r app~icati6n were 
' ' • • j • 

submitted f,or the year 1981, In view of the fact that FAO only 

dealt directly with.Governments, the Frontline States would have 

to demonst:i;ate their interest by· collaborating c'losely with the 

Food and Agricul'tuml Organization of the Uni t"d Nati~ns. In, ,this 

conne·ction, he intimated that he intended opening ··.t.wo ·FAO. offices 

in Angola and Zimbabwe to facilitate contacts b.etween the 
') :·· . 

Organization and 'the Governments of those countries, 

' · In conclusion, he emphasised that all things being equal, 

,he would e;,sur~ ti1.~t the Frontline St.ates were. given prio:t:;i ty ·in 

the implementation of FAO programmes, 
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. \.' •: ~; '·,.' ·, .. 
3. VISIT TO IFAD·.f!E:ADQUARTERS IN ROME 

:~ 

4 February. ,1:.9'81'· -·.·· 

1'' 

·(':··' . ~ .· '··•'.'···· 

68. The leader of 

recalled urgently'to 

\.: 
' :·the ·mission·, Ambass.ador D .• Ali, hay;tng been . ,• 

'?ar:i's,, .tJJ.e· Charge d.IA:ffaires of MozEimbique in 

Lisbon and the Representativ:e of the, .OAU General Secretariat were 

_received by H.E;: Abdelmuhsi.n M, A1:..Sudeary, President of IFAD on 

4 February 1981, at 10 a.m. 
:.· 

69. After apologising for the absence of Ambassador Ali who 

had been recalled urgently to Paris' t.he previous day, the 

representative of Mozambique gave the background to th'e establishment 
' ,.. . 

of the ·OAU Committee of 19, befo;re 'briefing the IFJ'..D, President about 

the purpose of the mission which was to request institutions capable 

of doing so, to :give emergency assistance to. the F.ront Line s.tates. 

,, , 

70. Responding to the request made ~Y. _ th49. OAU mission, the 

President· of IFAD, first described the.'International Fund for 

Agricultural Development as a UN Specialis!3d Agency vrhose main 

objectiv.e. is to. help developing count.ries increase their fo~d 

prod.uction, 'improve nutrition and fight. against po:verty in rural 

areas. Consequently, IFAD could not give _em49rgency assistance in 

kind. The President informed the mission that IFAD was. financing 

projects in African countries including Mozambique, Tanzania 1 Zambia 

and Zimbabwe. It could offer further assista~ce to the Front Line 

States. under its co-operation with certain .. !3anl<:ing Ins ti tut_ions .. 

which finance IFAD projects. He promis<:>d to establish further 

contacts with African countries to help them understand the .. 

importance and activities of IFAD. 

. " 
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VISIT' TO-WHO HEADQUARTERS IN GENEVA 

5 February 1981 

· 71 The delegation'o:f. .. the OAU. Sub-Committee' was received at the 

World He.-al th· Organization-~~~dquar~i,s. ;t.n Genev~', by the n:irector­

Gerieral ·of' the Organization on '5 F~br;,,,ar; .. 1981/ at 4 p • .;, •. ~i;_d Dr. 
. .. -. . ' ~ . . . ' 

Quenum'; wao Regional Dir._ector f'or Af'ri.ca~ ... :_The. OAU d·~leg;;,_tion ~;as 
lead by H.E. _Mr. ·A. AGBEJl{ou;. ~;;,bassador. of' Togo' in Bonn, in' the 

place of' Ambassador"D. ALI, who was recalled uc[;'gently to Paris f'rom 

Rome. 
., ; 

72. ·, Ambassador AGBENOU f'irst thanked the WHO Director-General 

on behalf' of' the ·oAU f'pr the aativi ties undertaken'. by his·· Org-~nization 

> ·'i_ri:· 'A'rrica. 
. .... , ... 

He· to'J:d the Head of' WHO. that the OAU was expecting:" 
' \ . 

additional ef'f'ort f'rom ·.the Worid Heal th OrganiZa tion, :in its specific 

.>:field to alleviate suf'f'erings in the :front Lirie States. He :i!ntime.ted 
0·~ , .. ·~ 

.that ... the current OAU Sub-Commi'ttee missi;r;_· was· aimed at :lnf'orniing 

and malting States and. Inte:r~aticinal :j.nst:i.t'rit":i·ons awa'.re''("f';the. . , . . . . . 
situation prevailing in the Front Lin.a States"which continued· to 

worsen as a resui t of' persistent acts of' aggressi_on by South· Africa. 

He requested that, should the >;THO l;>e in a pos:iti~~ t~ re~porid 
p~si tively to the urgent a~pe;,,_l j 'it should do·j so" tli;'ough ·.the OAU, 

' - r ' . -
or inf'orm its General Secretariat. 

,,· 
,; . 

~' . . . ,. , ' 

73. In his :i;-eply to the Sub-Comr.iittee, ·the Di.rector-G~ri:eral 
stated that WHO had al'!"'ays ,;.esponded pos'i t:Lve,ly. to,',Ai~i.~a •s· 

'The Organi.zat'ion had ,always' maintained good relations with 

call. 

Liberation Movements, within the f'ramew~rk of' its competence-. He 

pointed out that WHO .had a· re'gular Budget' wh:i.ch can only be .. 

modif';ied in accordance with certain procedures la;id down by the 

United Nations Regulations. 'In any case, he -added,_ in vi.aw of' the 

f'act that it was WHO' s duty' to· suppo_rt_ Government actions, it was 

the responsibility o:f the States;concerned to submit specific 

programmes. 

• 
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74. He ... stated .further t~-t-' the ~Au·:m.~~s~f~.'· h~-~" ~~en •:~11 :~~,ted 
that the Organizat:i,on-:wou:ld continue to su'oport OAU actions and - ' 

within the ~eans at its disposal and, if OAU could mobilise the 

moral will of'. t}1~_,~f'rican _countries: to submi_;li: sp.E)cif'ic· programmes' 

the work of' -WHO would be--f'a-C:Iii:t-;;,_".t~d-:- -- - -- ---
• I' " 

·', .... ;• ..... •- ..... 
--· -_.-·_ h _::. - ----··--: •• 

5. VISIT TO THE UNHCR HEADQUA..1'.TERS i GENEVA 

'·1' ,• 

- ' ... 6 .. February' 1981 -. 
.. -.. ''· 

. ·-.· .:· . •' .. :·· '. -· ,r ·,. ~ 

'-· 
- ,) l c- • • • ' • ":- "~-' 

75. The delegation-of the Sub-Committee visited the main of'f'ice 

of' the 

1981, 

United Nations High Commissioner f'or Refugees on 6.February 

• • r • ~· 

• ,- - • - ' - • - . • • - •. J ) : .. • 

:where it was received by Mr.-· HARTLING, High Commissio?ler. ,._ 
~ . . - . ~ ' ' . ;.. . ; ' -. '. . : . . . ' . ·- ' '·. . . -

7G ;· . Aware oi th~ ef'f'ort; m~de "by'· th~ '-tft.~CR 'in Afr~.:,~ 1 ~rb.i.ch. alone 
0

had ·5~% of :the
0

'w?.rld refugees,· the S~b:::6::i~.i-'.1~ft~~ '~~~~~~\~f-j~~, 
purpose of' its visit was to inform the UN'HCR of the situation in 

Africa and support its activity in the field of' refugees which 
' ' ' - . - ' - ' . . . ' ' " ......... . : ' ; .. ' - ; ' 

concerned primarily. the Front Line 'States·.--··- ... -
' .. . ~ - . 

1 '1' I '. - t:', . ·- ... 

-, . ". 
'77. Th~ United fJa ti ans H£gh P~mi:i~:ssioner ~or Re;t;ugees th~l~ed 
the -Sub-C~

0

mrrii tt~e :for the visit.- He men tionec1 the special attention 

the UNifCR 
0

p~id. to refugee problems in: A:f~:i.'c~. ·if~ explai~.;d. the. 

:··c~rrent mov'~~. under-taken ,py . the':'-Jflli2R :for the prepara tio:,;_ of' an . , 
interna ti_cin'al conference ·to be held in Geneva f'rom 9 to 10 April_, 

. ( . . ' . ' . . --~ - ' 
1981. 

- . 
He pointed out that 'the 'above-mentio.ned c'onf'e;ence pursued 

the same objectives as the OAU mission that consisted in mob~lising 
.·. . . ·. . . ' . . . ' _' . ' ' ~ . . . -. - ' 

.additional resources f'or th.E>' implementation of programmes in , 
: '. ' .- . -: .. : : , .. ·. ,.,. . : . 

favour of refugees in Africa- and als9 fn -a.s-si'sting :h'ost 'countries_. 

- ke' said th~t' ·;11 OAU Me~be~: States•woi,'.id p,;_f'ticipat~ in-t'b.e 

~~;:,_fe~ence. The s~e-~iali~ed Age~cies of' 'th~ un:i.'ted 'JIJatio';,s aidd 

the OAU _as well as _African Li be-ration Movements 1~ou·ld 1
be i~;i t~~ _ , . .­

" as observers.-
-·~ ~ -. 
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., 
The'• ;S~b-Ccimmi ttee availed. i.;i:sefff ~:f:."·tha t opportunity to 

·.-::. declare i t·s~ s;,pport ~~.;;. t~·e UNHCR ac;tion. .... · · 
.,.,_1'."(' '. 

.·';.., 

-,-., :. . :-·· ... .~. ' '.· 

. VISIT TO THE UNTDO HEADQlfARTERS. i . VIENNA . 6. .. 
_t'; 

9 February 1981 

'. _ ... -
79. 

. '} . ,;. 

The delegation cif the _OAU Sub-0Commi t'tee of 19. was ,.;elcomed 
• 

at the UNIDO Headquart-ers· on· 9 February 1.9,81, by l1J:' .. ·CAP.RE,' Deputy 

Exe~utive Director. 
; .. 

• so. The Chairman of the Sub-Committee stated the object:j-ves of 

'the mission namely to apprise the agencies of the increasing 

-difficulties :fabed .by Frontline States, encourage the agencies in 
' < ·, •• • ' • ' •,' 

their activities., and request them to step up their assis:ta,nce in 

thei:i; .. ,r~specti ,;.~.:fields. 

- .. - ' -_, \ 

81. The representative of the Director General. i:n:formed the 
1 • r ~ 

OAU delegation that UNIDO had only limited resources. It depended 

on the UIIDP. that, in pursuance of certain . . . Mr. CA~"l.E added 
. . . 

resolutions of the United N~tio~s, UNIDO had made _.:rp,ecial efforts 
. . ~ . . ·. ·. -

in :favour of Frontline · States. He explained the vari9.us programme;-; 
!·" 

implemented by UIITDO in Mozambique, Zambia and_ Angola. He·pointed 
, . 

out that .. · .. special attention was given to 
' 

~imbabwe, particularly 
'• ' .,• (;• I • • ' 

after its independence and t~e cooperation existing with Tanzania. 
. . . ·f' ' 

82. Mr. CARRE stated that, in the light of the situatiori obtaining ... 
in the Frontline States, UNIDO, ·was ready .to C()nsiqer the.'pC>s_sibility 

of increasing its.·~c-.tivity, fcir' ~.xample, i~ the ·.:t;ie~ds of··a~s-istance 
to refugees 1 and training' as is the case with Namibia where'DNIDO 

had a programme ... !1r •. CAR~E a\fded that notwithstand_ing the'' limited 

:financial.resources of UNIDO, it.could however put sqme technolo-

gical skills at the disposal of' these countri<:i.:;; • He l:len'tioned the 

... 
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cooperation that existed between UNIDO and the OAU General 

Secretaria.t i:µ the f'ield of' training, ·" 
' . 

83 ,· Mr. ·CARRE poi:µt~·d out that if' OAU could f'ind sources of' 
·'; .... 

f'inance, UNIDO was prepared to provide it 
: . .. .. with te.chnological slcills, 

he suggested that the OAU delegation should 
.; .. 

In this connection, 

avail itself' of' its stay in Vienna to get in touch with the OPEC 

Sp~cial_; Fund, 

84 •. The talks 1d th. the Deputy Executive Director were .f'ollowed . .. 
by a working session with Heads ·of' the vari_ous UNIDO sections at 

4 p.m, At the end of' this session, UNIDO was ready to accept 

pri·ority projects which t~~ OAU would -like to see implemented 

and .to def'end. them a.~ .... the.·next ... meeting of' the United Nations 

Agencies to be held "i.n_;April. 1981, in Addis Ababa, in collaboration 
. . . .. . ~ ,,:. ··------· - . 

with banking institu'.tions such as the ADE", BADE.A, etc,,. 
! .. ·. ;· 

85. · UNIDO requesP,<ad the Sub-Committee, to.communicate 

. immedia te.ly 
' • " 1 

a:fter its mi.ssion of' the frontline States' priority 

·projects in the f'ield o:f t,rain;ing before the meeting, of' April 1981, 

It' there were a general request ·f':t'.om the Frontline countries, 

, .: . : UNIDO ·would be able to study it ,a;I; regi~:mal level, Tfie UNIDO 

representatives stressed the need to ~aintain permanent contact 

with the OAU, 

7, VISIT TO THE O!'EC HEADQUARTERS, VIENNA 

10 February 1931 

. ' . 

~6, At.ll O'clock on lO FebruarY: 1981, the delegation of' the 
., 

:.Sub-Committee proceeded to. the.OPEC Spe~ial Fu~d Hea~quarters 
where it was received by· Dr. Ibrahim F •. ~, SHJ:HATA, D~_rector-General, 

-~ ... 
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The·,•cJ:iafrma~' 'o:f the Sub:.: Committee explained the, purpose o:f: the 
' . ' 

vi.sit as a mission of' contact ··to {ti:forrri ;·ins'ti tutions capable o:f 

providing assistance about the disast:r:ous economtc and soc.fal 
' ' 

.si.tu·ati.ons ci:f Frontline State's 'arid con~?-.ci.er together ,to what extent 

·:•:.I ·: .;, '.<, .. em·er:;,.ency· aid cou
0

ld b'e .' g. 1 ~. ·~n .. ' 'to ·.them. · ·: ! 
' I ,,~., ·~., .. I . , '' , 

'" 
' 'The Dfrectcii:- G·enei<ai' · o:f the ·Fund · decl'ared his· read.ine'ss to 

help in °ti1e :field o:f fu.nding projects or programnies' o:f Fron.tline 

States provided that the latter .made a request which .. would be 
:,.·,·:. considered 'by'·tii:J He',;,od' Off;·ce. :' '· '' ... , .. 

, i, ~ • ' : '• ' .. · ,,· ; ' 

... 
'\r:i:srr .. To THE E'Ec ·HEADQUARTERS, ''-~ .. :_ l ; ' • i 

• .. - -.. •",_::h " .•• ·_1·;, • ·-· ... ·, 

',: ; 
" :l;I. . February 1981 · ... · .. .. .. 

' : ~. 

' . ' 
:·· ·-~.;.; "J' ~- '··_·. <>-" 

' ' ' ..: .. · ' '.' . " '. . . ~ . J•d' .•• .! _'. .. ' . '' 
88. BE!f'.o:r';' proce,eding .. to ,the .Ej<;C ·B.ea8quar:;ters, the. Sub-Committee 

had a meeting with A:frican Ambassadors, members o:f the OAU 
l : • ~' ' . • 

Comm~:t;tee:)':>.:f .19, .a;t •"t\+;3,~·f>..PP·.,Ho.use• · A;t thl3 .. end o:f _this shor_t 

c,~~;;iµ,l}a.t;Lon, ,t,he. rep:re'?eµtat;i.ve13,, ·p'.( Ni.ge.ri,a a;nd the Su?an,. wh_o 

,... s,o. ,:far, .~ad: 'P-9.~ .. f'or:med .par·'P.: o.;f .' :t,h~ d~legat~~~:, joined j;he; other 

memb~~-E! . .. <J.i, tl].e; S_µb..,Corrimitt,e,<r/to; plir.t:L;;ipate in. the visit;. to th,e 

·· .. 
·; ,') l}'·'< ·~ :_;·.· '· ··.:.'-.• '_·. ·.: '· .: ~ .. -~·· • -.. ~ ,'' I ~,)' , ' ; r ~. i ·, , .. · ' .· 

T'ne Sub-Committee was received at the EEC, Headquarters by 

Mr. M. l<'OLEY, Acting Director General f'or Development, together 

89, The delegation:.of':: .. the.' .. OAJJ .. S.ub.:.committee, led by H.E. Mr. 

Agbenou, Ambassador of Togo to Bonn, was joined by His•Excellency 

• 

Mr. 'L K'. ··Dagiidou, Ambassador 'o:f 'Togo and, Dean· o:f. ,the. A:frican Diplomatic 

Corps·;· the:Lr · Excellen6:i~s Chief' AFOLABI ,and M ... srDDIGi .Ambassadors 

,. · o:t""··Niger:La ·and' the' Sudan to Brussels respectively. 
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90, The delegation of' the Sub-Committee informed the represent-

or the European Economic Community 
. - . . that it had been 

mandated by the OAU Counqil of' Minisi;.!'l.es, as· -Sub-'Commi ttee of' .t9, 
- - . ··- ·--·· -

to draw the ... a.ttentio·n o:f" the international community to the ,, 
incre~sing difficulties faced .. by -Fr.ont.line States in their strugg.le 

against apartheid in South.Afric~. ,The delegation'thanked the 

Community f'or the humanitarian assistanc.e provided through the 

machinery of' the Lome Convention .,.,;~thin· the .framework of' ini tia:t:i, ves 

taken at the .coor<;'!inating 

'!ATric'a he~d. i~ MaJ?·~to and 

conf'er~rice on Deve:),opment in Southern 

wi thil). the framework of' the United Nations 

Institute f'or Namib'.ia • . ',, Tlie, delegation called· f'or adc:li,tional efforts 

on the part of' the community, 

in this p~rt of'. Africa. ·" 

considering the increase in violence.i. 
·' 
. ' (. ·-- . ' 

91. The representatives of' the European.Economic Community . ' . . . , ~ r -. 

stressed the cooperation, existi'ng between. the EEC ·and Frontline 
'' ' 

Stntvs as ~el.l as the commitment of' the Community ·which spends. ., , .,. 

more 'than 150 mi,llion. Ar.ierican dollars per 'annum on Southern """' 

African countries, They stated that this amotiri-t could be i'~creased 
with the Lome II Convention. 

92. The EEC representative pointed out.that he would make a 

report to the Commission and, the Econo~ic Council on the issues 

r:'cisod ... : by the OAU. delegation in o~der t<;> enable them to consider 

the possibility of' gr~nting additional assistance to Frontline 

States. 

93. Both :;iarties agreed that this first meeting between the 

OAU delegation and the European Economic Community should be 

considered as the boginninp,- of' 0 dialogue with a view to mobilising 

necessary economic and humanitarian assistance f'or the Frontline 

States. After this meeting a press release was published, 

··-. 
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9 •. . ..,.,. , VISIT TO THE UNESCO HE/u?Ql!ARTERS, PARIS 

·• :;·: . ! ' ·" /• 

·," 

.... ;. :- .... 

'' 
13 Fe b:tuar'y' · i 9 81 ; 

' .·, . ' 
" .. ' 

94. The delegation of' the· Sub-Cominittee', l~d by•·H.E; D •. ·Aii," 
,. _, .• . • ' ' ! ' • ' 

Ambassador of'. ';'.i'ogo.· to. Paris; was r~·ceivecl by Mi- ... M.' ~mow, · :n:trec·tor 

Genero.1"'' ,q:C ·:UNESQO;. accompan:i.ed 'bY' Mr~ ·J~B. 'KABORE, As'sistant 

D7puty Dire.ot;ar· G~neral; and 'Mr, :Y, LIJADU, Head of' :Afrfc·~ piv:ision,. 

•• f •• '' . ,. ' 

9.5 •. ";·;Th~ 'Qi:r;ector. .General· of' .UNESCO· 'listened to the st,;,.t~ment' 
. mad.e by .;\;hf'.. ;!'.)hai·rman· of'· the': Sub-Cdint!ii ttee·· dn ·the prirpo se' o'.r . the 

mission. ~-I~ praised th~ OAU• s ini tiat:l:ve. to keek emerOg'e~by 
a~~istanbe :for the Fronti:l.ne States. Re' po'inted out that UNESCO 

supported the. United Nations. pro·grammes f'or Southern Af'rice: aimed at 

assisting :co~µ:t;ries·of' the region to b~.;cime more sel:f'"-reliant. 

UNESCO•s ac:t;ton, .he·•added, ••was·. geared towards free development 

wh:j_ch excluded. :t;l:!e ,.typ·e :of' development·: tha:·t 'sought to keep" some . . ' , .. ~ 

countries .. in-- conditions of perpetual·· ·depende:n'.ce ~ ' ., .· .... ·- That is why· 

UNESCO 15av~ .P:r.io.r;i.ty ·to educa·ti.on.' ' - . ' 

96. As f'ar -.a;s ·UNESCO 1 s assistance w:ls 'concorl.w,c1, the Director-

General point.ed· out ·that UNES80 was not a funding ag~ncy_ and could 

only help -.in; .·the· f'ield.:within ·its· competence nani~ly the tec~ical 
. ' 

field by. ';)Ut1;ing· at ·tho.• disposal' of the".Stat~s concerned the 

skills neeclecl for the preparation of projects and programmes. 

·. ·. ·' 
' .. '.) 

'\" ,_._· ' 

I _! '' ) • '~ .;· · .. :'.'. .. -. 
·":· ' '. .,, _, 

"• 
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He indicated that in some of. the contacts he would have with 
• .! ,., • • ... ' • • -·- • 

so.me Financing .Institutions, he c,ould plead in favour ,it:f; :the 
~ -- ... . . ; . ' 

, ,F.:r;-pntline States, He f'in~;I-.ly expressefi the .wish. _that 'th~. dis,•";' ·<' 
cussidri: thus si;~rt~¢!:· would be cont;inued, : :- ~ ,., 

_.·· .. '• . 
.... ' -. :, 

-10. Visit to the Headguarters of' the Agency f'"'r " · 
-' "'' .,,. ..:. !. 

Cultural "and Technical Co-operation - ,., . ., .i·'' 
.. , . '·. '' . '. 

::>aris, 13 Februacy, 1981 •. 
'-. ,. ' ; . ' •• . 7' . ,..:i. _, . ,..·' . ! 

·••I ;,, ; 

"•. ,(',I"/-,'·'~ • ,v•:' .• i;,'\:;". "'-·, •. •:_I- ~"t· -. ·~ '-'·· ' ... ' : .• 

97.; .·. '"" .,T:tJ.e delegation 'of' the OAU Sub-Cammi ttee visited the He.ad• 
. . - ' .. :;. . . {- . ,, .· ; r r .. 

quarters- :<>f' .. ,the Agency f'or Cultural 

'iJ' February,, 1981 at_ J,00 p.m. 
- . J '. . . . ' 1,,_ - ·'-·. ;-

and Technical Co-operat±.,n •8n ·: 

' ·• : .. 
.! 

·,... ··1 . .. ; , 

" 
·-·~.i ~ ·; : - ,•r_ It was. 1ielcomed by :tJ:ie Secretary•General of' the Agency' 

·Mr.· M, ... Dan;.Dicko, -. 
. ; ~ :. 

. ,. ,· r I·;· ·' ' 
. - . ··, .. '~ .. 

98. The' Chairman of' the- Sub'-Committee· state'd that the purpose 

of' 't:tie.'rtsi't was t'o obtain aid for the Fro:i:itline States, on behalf' 

of' th.e ·Organizati'on of' African Unity '( OAU) ;-· ,-.. ; · · · 
J ·;,_. ' , ... J ... · 

... :1 .•. r· :.· 
99. ". ·The se·cretary-General of' ·the Agency pointed ·out 'that'"the 
• .. E.'" ····~:. 

Agency deai s mainly with cultural matters, He emphas.i·s.'ed:'. the'·:. 

f'act that.the Agency f'or Cultural and Technical: Co,..opera.tion was · 

•·and op.en Agency although :f:t basically catered f'or.,Fr.erich speakf~~ 
. . .... c 

countries•:·: It p:rovided assistance in its· specif'ic·f';ield,, that :ls 
. . . ; ··: "-[ 

in trai.n:tng .and,.cul:.ture·,",It could therefore o"f'f'er scliolarships to 

l".rodtline S'tates f'or. the trainin·g and' advariced tra:fuing -of' 'civ:tl· 

s'ervants cif' these States. He asked .the OAU to facilitate ,c.ontacts 

between, :th.e:i-Frontline States and the l{s;;mcy in .areas .,where th~':"' 
! . - ; ~.,::. : ·. 

Agency could be· useful. ' . - .. ~ .. . ' ..... ·.·· r._, ' : ' ' ''t 

100. The OAU Sub-Cammi ttee of' 19'- ·entrtisted• with es'tablishing· 

contact with International Institutions in Europe ended its mission 

on lJ February 1981 at 4,00 p.m. 

..-. 
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''"'GENERAL CONCLUSIONS 

-··-- ! 

" 101, c!., '. ·.-: At'Fth~ ·'end- it:f; the 
• • . . • .. ' - i 

'mis's-io-ri 'oi ·the OAU. 'committee rif 19 -

on Mat~ria'l. 'anc:l·F':i.n~c:lai-'A.ss'~stance 'to 'the' Frontline''stat'es," it 

is "f~l:evaril ctc>'·:-5u;n \ii:> 'the ·:represen,t'ati:~iis- ll)ade to 'the ·scan:dinav:lan 

Countries and Sp:ecialized :A~encilfs: bas~d' irl" Europ~~ 

.. ,t'I: "8:: · , '.'J~. >r r . .rJ •. : .• ~":t.'L ~i·~'J '·-~t . , i _ , ; 
102, - The' m:tss:i:on-p-er·---s-e- was-ne·cess·a.ry-;·· · ·Tt-af'f'orded the 

~=i"candinavian c~witri~-s-'.v"l'~{1;~ci~"t'h~'·'opp~;'..t~~"t; t~- ~isten f'or the 
• -. - • ; .- 1_ • ·1·1 ~,...:. •! · : ·' L , · •·· ; 

first 'time to the voice of' 'Af'r:tc·a:·thr·ough·--a.-·missi-on of' the Organi-

zation of African Unity1 thus marking the beginning ot a dialogue 
!- ~n ·-' r ,r • . ; •If • ;..,I• ! ·• ' ·.· ·, ,.• • < ".' •; 

-·between thos-0· Coun-tries· and the OAU. 
• ,_ '•'-1 '; 'f·. ·r>--C':: t,;.·· ":I• : ~ ' I,_ "'. 1 · .. 

10J, This mission def'ini tely ha·~-- the ':Oeri t of' malc':l.ng the 
' ' 

Scanf!:~navian Gpv:~rllll!ents .aware. of d;p.e -problems facing the Frontiine 

States, Indeed ·throughout the discussions that ;the· Sub,-Committee 

had with them, the Countries visited showed underl'itand:l.ng and w:l.11-

:in,~ess to :I:!elp :.the fro_n:t_lin-c;i., s_tates. ' " 

[ ' ,- ,. . " ' ._ ' .: . J'. • ~ '. .·, 

104, On the whole" !they agr.eed ,to· bear in mind OAU' s. request 

when·pJ:anning their assistance programme to African Countries, 

sinc.e_: 0most_ .. of<l!hese. C?tµi_tries. haye a1ready.-adopted their budge.ts 

for -the -f'inancia1. year 1981/82, ..,_.., ·' , 

.. . :: ·' 
105,• .. , _,It_.would-·be--unrea).i~-tic. to :expect •immediate results since 

,budget.s ;in these·_ 6<?untries.: are adop.ted af'ter l:engthy. proce'dtll:oe.s;;, 

,G,ov;e_rnme~ t'. .. proposals . or es tima tes1 must· ~f'irs t •:be. approved· by. 

P_ap;I._;! . .§Ullent. before.- they ·:are· imp1€\l)lented· •. : . . 

.. l . ' ]· , . ! . 

T;he ,Cow_itri_es. visi-ted. asked .that· ·specif.i:c· ·projecits .. :be 

submitted to them inttime f'or consideration• It is therefore 
con ext 

necessary -in this / for the OAU to maintain f'o11ow-up oontacts 

wi,t~:,t_!l~-· .Sc.aridi'.!'laviari; .Couptries ,".. :.· .. 

' . ..,,, . '!: lJ. :o -- . '.'.i 

- ' 
'-' • i 

,_ ' , __ , 
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107. The same response was sholm by the_ Heads of' Institutions 

visited, The International Institutions which are more or less 

operational---were ready to co-operate with the Frontline States 

in the implementation of' their projects anq emergency p:i:'og;r_ammes, 
.. 
' 

'- -
I:• •. ,• \ ~ ·' 

loti. -En!.erging. projects or programmes should theref'qre_ reach 
. ~. ' .. . - - . . :-;1. 

the :rappropriate In·s'ti-tutions· fl.S so-on· as po·ssible. 

-- ··--·· - .. . 

109. Th,e _Ins ti tut ions stress'ed :their .will"ingness to prcivid~ :-

Techn:tca1 Staff', if' necessary to the Frontline States, to prepare 
~· .,_ . 

emergency -~roject documents upon req'µest, · ,•,. 

'··· '--.. 
110, It is therefore qesirable in both cases, that tne contact 

established with 'the' Scandinavian·· co'un:-trfes and Internatioi1al• · 
.. ''.•·• ; ...... _!.i ·, '. .. ' '\ 

Institutions., be. _followed up to ensure greater co-op~r'at~o11 'iii.rough 

the OAU. 

r·:-,. 

-r· ' 
, I. ~ . ·' 

• J <.· -· ... --: ... 

• ' r .. -

... ·.r 

" 
... -·-::::. 

''j_' ; .t ·; . ' ·~.' '' 

~-: . 

·--~.: _. . - ' -- .. ; 
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Mission of~the OAU Sub-Committee of 19 to the Scandinavian 

Countries 
,;., ... ---

•'j. -: '.C: 

,•_:. ··, ,. qAp De];egation • 7• • - .. ~ . 
·' ! :1" ., - •' 

~.- . 

' " " 

"·Representative· . Ti.tle 

. ' 
. .. , ' -
~ ' .. 

: 1, Togo M, CHEAKA Toure Dire.cteur de Cabinet 

·:: Mi':his'try; of'· Forei'gn . . 
: 

: 

: 
. . 
: 

·fchairman)'''':' 1 ·1 

.- ~~ 

2, Angola . . 
( Co-ordina ter) : 

J. Nigeria 
· (mo;imber) 

4. Sudan : 
(member),;.·· 

. . 
5, Zambia 

(member) 

: General 
Secretariat 

: 

i '• "L ·- -·:· 

H,E, D, Ali 

H,E • OLGA Lima 

,;, :Affairs,.,& Qo":!?P!'J;'ai;i(),n .·i : 

: Togo's Ambassador to 

.Paris 
•r~ . . •· , .. ·. ,,. . • ~: ~ 

'T Togo 1 s' Ambassador· to 

t ' 
,- '-

: Ambassador, Director 

'of "po'li,ti'cal A'ffai.rs :.r 0 . 
H,E, A,G, SOBIR : Nigerian Ambassador to 

"· the· Scandinavian. 

' '" ' ' . 
H,E, E.A. ELAMIN 

• :-: 1 . . i ,/ •)", 

H;E, K. KANGWA 

M,NGUNG MPWOTSH 

qountries , . 
. ' ' ' 

j _· . ,; 

Sudan's Ambassador to 
r • - ~ r - - .. - · . 

· · the 's·c'andinavian 

Countries 

Zambia 1 s Ambassador for : 

International Co­

operation, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, Lusaka 

Chief' of' General Poli­

tical Af'f'airs. 

. 
0 

' 



048/81 .... 

The Embassy of' the Federal Republic of' Nigeria 

presents its compliments to the Genera'.!· Secretariat 'of' the 

Organisation of' African Un:i.ty and with ref'er.ence· to its Note 

No.047B/'ll,of' 23rd-February, 1981, has the. honour to reque~t 

that the attached document on the.Proposal f'or th~ Establishment 

of' an OAU Boundar;ie's 'Commission be circulnted to' all .OAU Member 

States during the current meeting· of' the. 36.th Session of' 'the 

Council of' Ministers·. 
. . ~ '-

The document is being submitted now with the hope 
. -

that a·11 Member-States will be able to familiarise themselves 

with it_13 c,entents as well as make appropriate comments on them 

to allow f'or a useful discussion of' tlie. item at the 37th 

Ordinary ·s.ession of' the OAU Council of' Ministers. 

•,r• • 

The Embassy of' the Federal Repulilic of' Nigeria availS.: 

itself' of' this opportunity to renew tc the General Secreta:.Oiat 
.:.,.,. _; · .... 

of' the Organisation of' African Unity the assurances of' its 

highest consideration. 

·Addis ·Ababa., 24 February, 1981 

The General Secretariat 

Organisation of' Af'r~can Unity 
' 

Addis Ababa. 

.·' 



Proposcl :for the Establishment o:f an 

OAU 3oundaries Commission 

The problems caused by the indeterm_inate cl1ar2.cter 
' . . 

o:f most A:frican boundaries are becoming ::rery grave, and require 

urgent attention at the continental level, In mn.i:ly Cases, 

some in ter-A:frican borders are .... ~ll-defin9d, e,."ld even .;,1~ere 
they .c.re clearly de:f;ined, .. sti6Ji borders are o:ft.en nqt.' ';vie,11 .. :'' 

demqrca'f<\"d• Try::;:V.:i,:ptua_lly,- a).l. C[lse_.s,,; these .. ,b,:i:>:":lers are 1 .'.''. .• 

colonial. leo;acies ,.: tq\"- produc.t,, q:f E,uroP,ean ;r-i:yalrie.s an~· 
- i-'" 

territorial acquisitions, in Afrfca. E:ven thour;ch these · · 
'·· .. - ~ 

boundaries have been acc;\"Pted, OJ:]., ;the . . vii;;o;te, ip _pqst- -

colonial A:t;rica, t~ere are often uni:;:itended borc'.,er yiolations 

generally' by the - security pqlice because o:f the .lack ·o·:f 

well-de:fined ali-gnments anC. ·demarcations. 
'· J ... ; . ·r} 

Apa~t from tb,e problem~ cause.cl by the indeterminate 

character of land boundaries, there is. eve!]. greater unceptain:ty . ' . " . . ' 

over maritime boundaries, .some of, wi:J.ic.h remain. largely ill.-
• f " • ' ' • ' 

de:fined., The existence o:f an ill-de:finecl,mc.ri.time boundary. 
• : ., l :_ I ' 't• . '. , ,·'' ; • • ' . .' 

constitutes such a serious potential for tensi9ns and border 

c9rif1_:i.C>t'5, in Africa,_ that no ·}ime shoufld .. ~e furt~er lost in 

resoly;ing this serious problem. , , .. , . -1 . 

. ": ~ ' .. 
In the light o:f these co~siderations, it is considered 

desirable that an OAU Boundaries Commission be created to 

which all issues relating to border problems, and on which 

bilateral agreement is not reached, may be referred, where 
' 

the parties concerned agree to d.o so. The essence o:f this . . ' . - . 
proposal is to de-politicise border proble!lls, so that.they 

are then considered, in the main, as technical problems, 

The Commission will consist of experts, and all OAU memb'er 

states will have the right to be represent_~d, on .the Commission 

whenever cases in l-Thich they have 2:
1 
~direc:t·l iI?-ter~st .. are_ 

referred to it, 

• 
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Functions 

/ 

. - . ·2 

The Commission will have the following 

functions i-

(i) to liaise with boundaries Commission 

in member states and serve as a 

clearing house for the boundary 

claims of member s~ates; 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

to engage in the registration of 

claims and of agreed alignments, 

thereby providing a multilateral 

notification system which will 

help in resolving boundary problems; 

to p_rganise a p'ool of boundary 

service corps from which boundary 

experts can be seconded to member 

states lacking such skilled 

personnel; 

to serve as the repository of the 

official maps of member states, 

which will make it easier to 

determine future boundary disputes 

between member states; and 

(v) to assist member states in resolving 

border disputes, 

Nigerian Delegation, 
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