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" In response to the invitation of President Mathieu Kerekou
of the Republic. of Benin to the General Secretariat of the OAU to
send a mission to Benin to investigate the atrocities perpertrated
by the.meroenaries who invaded Cotonou on January 16, 1977, the
Administrative Secretary-General sent his assistant in oharee of
Polltlcal Affalrs, Dr. ‘Peter U. ONU to Benln. Dr. ONU<was in-Benin
from 15th. to 20th February, 1977 and the report which foliows
contsins his observatlons ‘concerning the incident of January 15,

1977.

: 2. The report deals flrst w1th 1nterVJews w1th Benln citizens

f who were on duty on the. fateful oay when the invasion occured and

; with the questioning of Europeans who.were victims of the said

. mercenary aggression;h Second, it deals with .observations regarding

f;the targets which were. attacked by the mercenaries. Third, it

- deals with the 1nterv1ew which the A551stant oecretary—General

had. with the only mercenary captured during-the invasion. Apart

- from. the oral,testlmony which the mercenary gave concerning. his
role in the affair, aiwr;tten statement in his own handwriting

! 'is_attaohed as Annex'I (the original .copy of his written -statement

is available in the.Secretariat).

3 On arrival in Benin on'16th February, 1977, I was met by the
Nlnlster of Education Captaln Vincent Gezudje, the Minister of
-Labour Captain Adolah Blaou and a member of the Central Commlttee
~ of the uevolutlonary Party9 Mr. Montero Armand All orf them.
constituted a committee Wthh was . charged with the respon510111ty
of taking me to wherever or whoever I thought would be useful

. for my 1nvest1gatlon.‘

L, I started my 1nvest1gatlon with a v1s1t to the Cotonou
alroort There I saw four officials who reported thau they vere
taken hostages by the mercenaries durlng the operatlon. They
were Samari Abou, a member of the Benin Gendarme; and three
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civilian'workersuat the,airport_namely; Badou Emile, Atti:Dehou
Francois and Laleye Leonard. : The fourth Civilian hostape, Gbeji

Simon was absent as he was on 1eave at ‘the tlme of my v151t They
all reported -that in the early hou#'s -of the. mornlng at about 7 a.m.

of 16th’ ‘Janusry, 1977 they saw a DC-7 at the ai rport of Cotonou. The
passengers to disembark from the aircraft accordlng to them were
blackmen followed by whites. ©Soon after they had been taken hos+ages
they were asked by the mercenaries to off load the arms in the airer:
They were quoted as saying: “you used to say EHUZU, meaning "Revolut: J
roday we are go;ng to see if it is BHUZU®, ‘

5. - Mr.-Eugene ACCROMBESSI, the officer in charge'of the control
tower confirmed the testimony of the hostaﬁes when he gaid that at
the time he reported for duty: early in the morning: of 16th January
1977 he saw a DC-7 1and1ng at the airport. The only aircraft expecte
on that day was a DC=10 -(UT 801) aircraft Wthh used -to arrive in
Cotonou at 6 a.m. but as the time table had been changed " the plane
was not:expected to arrive till 11 a.m. Tt was surprlslng therefore
to see a DC~7 aircraft landing. unannounced and without clearance.

The transmlttlng agent at the airport, Mr. Adinsi Pierre who was on
duty on that day confirmed the story of the offlcer in charge of

the control tower.

D As normal, ‘an escort car approached the alrcraft to show it
were it should park but the pllot of the aircraft chose instead Lis
own parklng 1pt whlch was a few metres away from the airport terminal.

T AccordlnCr to the hostages, they saw the mercenaries disembaricing
from the alrcraft by rope and when the first mercenary touched the
ground he flred a shot At tvls p01nt the drlver of the escort ce
who was parked behlnd the alrcraft escaped and drove away to the

town to alert the authorltles.

-
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8, "Meanmhile}.according to”the same eye—witness'report of the
'and started to 1nstall their transmitters and heavy weapons. - From.
what they’ conld see. the mercenaries who. numbered about 100 (€0 pe
cent of whom they considered to be whltes split themselves inte
four groups. The first group took charge of the. installation at
the alrport and’ the respons1b111ty for guarding the airport. The
_others broke 1nto three columns: .one took the road to the ‘seacoast
:Wthh 1ed to “the “Présidéntial Palacé: the “dtheritosk the road
Jleadlng to the Mlnlstry ‘of 'Interior-and Broadcasting: house ind -the
hthlrd took the road to the town.. The next time the hostages who
had been all along‘guardeddby two white men and two blacks at the
jalrport saw thé mercenaries was about’1l.30.a.m. on the same day
fwhen ﬁney hurrled tack into the'plane with wounded man and took-off.
The hostages sald they recognlsed one Benin citizen by nasme Marc
"Soglo when there was..a stampede among ‘the mércenaries to board

the alrcraft ‘ ' ] '

9% The most 1mportant hostage who narrated hlS experlence to me
was Airforce %erceant MaJOr FAVI Innocent Jean—Baptlste Unfortuna-
tely I. dld not meet him when I v151ted the alrport i Slnce"his name
was mentloned every now and agaln by his colleagues, I demanded to
see him and he was brought to see me on 20th February 1977 from
Ouldah where he was attendlng the annlversary funeral ceremony ot
His vrandmother bergeant Wagor FAVI sald he was on duty Bk the
Cotonou alrport from oaturday'15tk%throughr8unday January 16th 1977.
Accordlngkto him at about.- 6. 30 a,m. on Sunday9 16th January 19777
he saw a plane'landing on the‘runway from the saa81de of,the runway
instead of at the opp051te s1de wnloh was usual After 1anding,
the aircraft taxied slowly and parked at the 01v1llan aircraft
parking area, a few metres from the terminal building. As scon as

the aircraft landed, he saw some passengers disembarking by rope



CM/805 (XXVITI)

oL Page 4.
from tpéipiéné. The second group which alighted started firing =t
the military wing of the aircraft. His assistant GANDAHO told him
that those firing were white men. When he.confirmed what his
as51stant had observed, he rushed into: the.office and rang up the
‘Commandant of the- mllltary aviation and reported what he had seen
and later called the military headquarters to alert the authorltwes
at headquarters,’ Meanwhile, the airport had been surrounded by soiue
‘of the men who arrived in the plane. As they searched round the
airport, they found him and asked for his name and rank A whlce
man ten asked him what kind of armament they had, at the alrport and
how many combat vehicles werac. aVallable at. thetalrport. He;further
‘asked how many security men were guarding the alrport When'he'said
he did not know, he was threatened by the whlte man who was dressed
in a camouflage’ military uniform. The. whlte ‘man then asked hlm to
get into a near by Jjeep.and .drove him to the plane and as.he observed
he ldater drove away in the direction of the.taewn. When he (EA?I) gnt
into the plane, he said he recognised a Beninois among,some 5f the
passengers. He'identified him as Marc.Soglo wh0~was a former IMajor
in the Benin army and in charge of the armoury at that‘time; .He
Nsaid Wajor’Soglo was involved in the January 1973 coup bUfAeoCQde
‘from the Natltlngou prlson later. 1In the plane, he saw about .
15 blacks ‘some of whom he recognised as former Benin gendarmes
mSome spoke French Fon, Dendl or Bariba. They asked him if the
Pres1dent had returned from the Festac in Lagos and told him #Sn you
have changed the name of our country' e heard ‘that people are
starv1ng in Benln" ATl this will be over SO0 They also zsked
him whether they stlll had machlne guns and commandos in Ouidah,
He replled that he did not knew. He was ‘then asked to help to off
’load thé arms from the plane along ‘with a gendarme Samari Abou who
had then been arrested They ' were later joined by four civilian
workers at the a}rport. . o - o
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10.  After some time,.he saw:some of the men advancing to the town
in some. vehicles belonging-fo ASECNA Company, and in prlvate vehicle
which they found at the airport. He descrlbed the inside of the
plane as full ‘of arms and without seats. Two whlte men 1n ClVlllan
clothes (blue jeans and Dblue shirts) who spoke only Engllsh were
superv151ng the off 1oad1ng of the mllltary .cargo in the plane o

dodsie ! Meanwhlle at about 8.15 a.m, he saw wounded people being .
brought back to the plane. He put the number of wounded around 40,
At this time, the engine of the aircraft had started running,,”He»
then saw‘about“2Q white men who earlier were guarding the airport .
joining the plane. He and other hostages were asked . to 301n the
plane but he told them that their Commandlng Officer had 1nstrueted
‘the hostages not to move from where they were. Later a wrlte ran
alighted and wanted to shoot them but some one whom he thought was
a Colonel prevented him from d01ng so. . At about 10.03 a.m. he sew
the plane taking-off agaln from the wrong s1de of the runway. The
alrcraft circled round the alrport and over the Pre51dent1al Palace
and he. thought. it was going to oarry out some bomblng but it later
dlsapneared 1nto the clouds. LR

QamageS"done bx_the-Mercenarie55

12, T was told by the Benin authorities about the damages which
the mercenaries 1nf110ted upon the people and pronerty in Cotonou.

I was taken to the Mlnlstry of Forelgn Affalrs where I saw many
bullet holes in the bulldlng and shattered w1ndows. I saw also
traces of blood out51de the Mlnlstry.. At the alrport I saw “hree’
small alrcrafts in the hangar sllghtly damaged “There were two

DC~3 Nos.352 and 775 and a small Aero- commando alrcraft No.1110. -

At the Trezsury bu;ldlngﬁclose to the airport, I saw shatered windows
and bullet holes. I was told that the seouriﬁy'guard of the Treasury
building, one‘THOTO'Paulin, who had only three months more to his
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retirementlfrom his long service was killed by the meroenaries

while on duty. The T.V, building had bullet marks and so did the
new building of‘the~neW-Nigerian Embassy and the American Embassy - -
which are situated near the Presidential Palace. ‘

13 By far the worst damage was ‘at the Presidential Palace whlch

apparently came under long range mortar flres. The bedroom of thee

Pre51dent who apparently does not’ 11ve in the palace, was ai7 in

ruins. I saw three missile shells among the ‘Tubbles in the room

and I was told by military experts that these shells were fired
from 81 mm mortars which I saw among the weapons abandoned by

the mercenaries.

b, Hav1ng seen and heard from Beninois. citizens about’ the
mercenary invasion, I asked if any foreigner was victim of' the attgck
The authorltles told me that there were some foreigners who were '
victims of the aggress1on I was taken to 39th apartment building
 where I int erV1ewed the tenants.

154 In Apt (A7 on the hth floor, I met a Canadlan family who told
me that at about 7 .a.m. to 7 30 on 16th January 1977 they saw ‘some
armed Black ‘and White soldlers out81de the bulldlng of their |
anartment. The ‘white men aooordlng to them spoke French with Paris
accent. They were looking at their maps and enquiring where the
Ministry of Interior and Security and the Broadcasting house were..
On their way.they started firing, sometimes on targets and later at
random, One of the shots wounded one Lucs Bellsle the son-of

Mrs. Morisette Madeleine Bellsle. Luos Bellsle was in the sitting
room of the apartment when the bullet hit him on his back. His
twelve year old. 51ster Renee Belisle also confirmed that she saw
white and black armed men flrlng shots but she thought it was a
nllllary exercise but when she notloed that there were some white
men among the soldiers she thought there was somethlng unusual _ '
about it. Mr. Bellsle who works for the Canadian Internatlonal
Agency arrlved 1n Cotonou in September 1976 I did not meet h;mi
at home, I only met his wife and two chlldren. The‘injured snn
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Lucs who arritved in Cotonou only December 1976, was flown to
| Canada for medical treatment. He has since returned ind was

" however 1mp”ov1ng

16, The next apartment which I V151ted was Al4 on the 7th-florr
- occupied by a Vietnamese Dlrector worklng for the UNDP, Mr, LAM
BINH THANK, I did hot see Mr., Lam as he was ‘reported to ‘have been
flown to Canada to be -treated for the serious injuries he sustaineacd
I met instead an Italian lady Mrs. Vittile Romilda who was .
temporary renting the apartment. She showed me the bullet marks.
and the broken-windOWS in the apartment.

T In qurtment 16 on the 8th- floor I met a Canadlan 1ady Lavoie
: Lise, the W1fe of Mr, Runner’ Plerre ‘who works for the ‘ILO.

; Mt Runner was absent during my visit but Mre. Runner showed me

; the damage caused by the fire from the mercenarles She said that
in the morning when they heard some flrlng,‘her ‘husband and her°e¢
looked through the window and to thelr greatest. surprlse they saw’

. whlte and black men in unlforn They werenmcot.surprlsed to see

the wh;te men ;n nnlform as thls-was unusual in the Republie o Beni

18,  From' the above eye- ~witness testlmony glven to me by the

: Canadian citizens as distinct from the report of Benin hoctag=e, iv
1 was clear that' the invaders of the Peoples’ Republlc of Benin _
comprwsed largely of white men. This was confirmed in my interviaw
of the only mercenary who was captured during the invasion;

19. The authorities then took me to the mortuary wnererl Saw th>
dead bodies of . one white man and one black man who were described
as killed mercenaries. I was told that the wbite mercenary was.
killed in front of the Ministry of External Affairs. I saw bleod
merks on the ground outside. the Ministry. . The other dead mercenary
was killed near the airport, apparently when he was, running back

to the airport from the city. T was also shown the arms and the
equipment which the mercenaries; left behlnd ' They were all stored
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in a room at the military barracks} I'saw among other'things'a huge
Thompson transmitter many boxes of “ammunition, hand grenades of
different types, two mortars, sub- machine guns and haversacks

two of which had the inscription Minerva Casablanca®™, .The detsils
of the arms which I checked With the Benin military authorities .is

attached as Ahnexes 2 and 6.

21, The Benin authorities told me that in view of the accuracy of
the mercenary attack they thought that operations were co-ordinated
from apartment 400 and from the airport where they had long range
guns, I visited the apartment 4OO Although I saw the WlndOWS
damaged but I saw no eVidence that guns were mounced in the apartmentn
I saw only bandages and cotton wool soaked with blood. I was “told
by a guard of the. apartment that in the early hours of the morni ng
he saw an armed white man carrying a small bag. He went upstairs
and knooked at many doors but tenants refused to open their doors
but on. .the third‘floor “he succeeded in getting into the room of one
French man, Mr. Bussot, an'ehgineer who works with GTEI. He over-
powered the French man and tied him up and bundled him under the bed.
He was later found tied up. From the_traoes;of blood I saw on the
stairs of the building, I got the impression that the white,man was
a doctor and wounded mercenaries were given first aid treatment in
the apartment. I did not meet the French man who had already left
the country after the expiration of his one month contract with GTEI.
I was told that after~undergoing temporary arrest and interrogation
from the Benin army, he left the country. '

21. By far the most illuminating part of my investigation was mny
encounter with the only mercensry captured by the Benin army. ‘Mr; BA
Alpha Oumarou,; a Guinean citizen who said that he wasva.member‘of
RRGE (Regroupment of Guimneans abroad)ﬁ‘desoribed-himselffas a .

Peul (fulani), He had. joined the organisation in the second half of
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_November l976 follow1ng Dre51dent Sekou Toure s alleged denouncemeno
of Peuls,. a denQuncement ‘which. followed the arrest of Mr. Dlallo Telli,
He sald that while he. was 1n Dakar Senegal one ‘Diallo Boubakar
approached him and sens1ng tnat he-was prepared to flght for the
dlgnlty of his.Peul tribe. told him that he would be sendlng him

on a mission.. ‘ ' .

22,  On 30th December, 1976 he left Dakar together with 13 other -

Guineans in Royal Alr Maroc Boelng 707 which was bound for Casablanca.
For this Journey, he was gl ‘en the-name DOGWU MOMODOU Mohammed

They arrlved in Casablanca at 5.30 p.m. on the same" day. When they-

.arrived. in Casablanca he was glven the name DIAWARA BAKARY. After

a drive of about 250 - 300 kllometres they reached a mllltary camp -

AnearvMarakesh. The mllltary camp was guarded accordlng to hnm oy
.Moroccan‘Gendarmes ‘”here they were 301ned by three Benln natWOhals.

23,  On 2nd January, 1977, they started mllltary tralnlng The
names of thée instructors who wére rrench were glven as MaJor PARloOT
and Sergeant Martin, Hé said that altogether 1n one part of the
" camp 16 cadres (13 Gulneans ‘and 3 Ben1n01s) were glven 1nten51ve
mllltary training. - Others 1nclud1ng some Europeans were trained
Lin another part of the’ camp. e, Alpha 1n descrlblng the secret
jmllltary campin Morocco where ‘he and the European mercenarles
tralned said that the camp has an alrport runway about 4 kilometres
long. “Vehicles which were used in the camp were. marked FAR standwnv
jfor Force Army Royal ak the bottom end | on top’ of WulCh there “is a |
crown and star. He also qald that there was a huge portrait. of
King Hassan II at the camp.- On every door in the camp was the -
‘1nscr1ptlon in Arablc Allah hum Malekum Wadaln“:i He said that on
t eir way to the camp from ‘Casablanéa he saw a 81gn post marked
97 "km. to Marakesh and was sure- that Marakesh was not too far away
- from the camp. The restaurant which the’ mercenarles used bore the
description ¥Restaurant d'apollcatwon“ in French and Arablo Most.
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of the oranges which they served them had labels "Maroc* on them and
the olgarettes bore the mark "Casaspcrt" He sald that he saw also t
- two blg palntlngs deplctlng old Morocco and modern Morocco " One
portralt had the photograph of a blaok woman 1n whlte veil and the
other a whlte woman with black veil. There were also two other
palntlngs° one of a flute player and the otn:r of a drummer. - lhe“'
Moroccan Gendarmes who guarded the camp numbered more than‘1OO

wore bands with the inscription in Arabic ~ DARAKT,

_24." On the 14th January, 1977 a meetlng was summoned in whlch one
Colonel Maureen addressed them, He lntroduced one Mr. OUAKOU as tne
Pre51dent of Benln leeratlon Movement and another Ben1n01s whose

name was not glven but was introduced as the. spokesman of the movement
They 1nspected the pa551ng out parade. Durlng this meetlng one
Beninois by name Joseph told them that they had to go on an 1mpoc+ant
mission wifh'the‘Europeans.. At this point, he saw about 70 - 75
Europeensvand'5 Benin nationals. .Mr. Joseph +01d them that three -

more Benin nationals had arrived and that that had been a,chanbe.of
plan and that the mission had to go to Benin. They were told that

the Europeans and the blacks had just‘finished their training. Mr. Ba
said that hefand,otheriquineans protested but there was nothing they
could do. They were told that arrangements had been made to pay their
money‘into their accounts.» In respect'of the Guineans,'Alpha said
they were under. the assumptlon that thelr money would be paid into
the account of their organisation, RGE.. The only money he received
was 500 Francs for taxi fare in Dakar.’ They were divided inte- four
groups, Red, Yellow, Black and Blue. He belonged to the Red group
which comprlsed three Europeans, four Beninois (one called Bernard -

who was the gulde) and himself,. The leader was one Major GARNILR and
their a551gnment was to occupy the road to Ouidah in Benln

25. On January 15 o 1977 ‘at 2.30 p.m. they took off from the. airfield
in the camp’ near ‘Marakesh ~ all the 70-75 Europeans, 13 Gulneans and
13 Beninois - in 'a DC-7 aircraft with the inscription LZY with green
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markings in:the.tail of the plane.. At about 9 p.m. they arrived
in Francevllle‘Albert Bongo International Airport in Gabon. At
the airport, they disembarked in the night and changed planes.-
There he noticed that additional arms were loaded in the new plane
He saw a Gabonese. soldler walked past The new plane had'.no marks ny~
Every passeng; er was nlven a brown tablet before boardlng the new
aircraft and whlle on board one other tablet belleved to be tablet~
to prevent sleep- was given to them. At about 1 a.m. the plane took'
‘off from Gabon, and landed in Cotonou around 6.30 a,m. He sald :
there were no seats in the plane and they had to sit: on the floor K
of the plane - In Cotonou, they disembarked by rope and got somé
Benin hostages to help them off load arms ‘from the plane He furtha
said that.at the tlme it was announced that there was a Change in
'thelr,ass1gnment. Instead of going to Ouidah they were asked

“guard the installationg on the roof of the airport, One Colonel
two Benin nationals, a Benin Guide called Soorplon three whites.
and four Guineans .including himself ‘took charge of:. the heavy “reapons
mounted on the roof of the airport. When- they arrlved in Cotcnou,
Mr, Ba was given the name Mendoza and his task was to watch the

road leading ‘to the coast. At about 10.30 -a.m. e dlscovered that
his colleagues on' thée roof of the airport had deserted the place.
‘When he came down, ‘he saw that the plane had taken off. He“then ‘
;found his way to -the seaside where he later gave up himself to the
Benin army. Asked if he.could identify the' two,mercenarles Ellled
from their photographs, he identified the white meroenary’as Melvis
or Levis and the black as Kataria. He said that he could not be

too sure about their names for all of them bore false names.

It has to be stressed that the prisoner Ba Alpha Oumdrou alias
DOGWUMOMODOU Mahammed, alias Diawara Bakary, alias Mendoza spoke 30
me freely. He spoke very good French and some Ep§%¥$H”°M; would

RCHIVES
like to add that durlng my visit to Benin, a Qg&dsﬂm: S

1977,
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26, After my 1nvest1gatlon, I had audlence with'the: President

of the Republlc, Mathiel Kerekou. Heé told me that from. the
information I’ had recelved, ‘and from my investigation it was’ up: to
the OAU to de01de whether the’ Organlsatlon was a Mafia group @
determined to subvert.1ndependent,Afrlcan states or an OrganlsatiOn
of African Unity dedicated to fostering African Unity. He said "that
an International Enquiry comprising of ‘Guinea, Nigeria and Benin

had just finished its report. Hehhad to studydthe report and: send
copies to Heads of State of countries represented .on the commission
before maklng the report available to other Heads cf State of’ tke DAU,

27 . The Admlnlstratlve Secretary General Jdn presentlng thls reyort
would once more. ,like to-underscore the urgency B kil deallng w1th the
scourge of mercenaries in our. oontlnent A conventlon on mercenarisi
is long over due. Yesterday it was: qbngo (now Zaire), N Nigeria, Sudan
and Angola.. .Today, it is Benln. Nobody knows where the mercenarijes
will strike next. The report also shows that the soverelgnty of an.
independent African state, member of the O0AU, had been V1olated by

" a band of mercenaries. From the arms Captured, it was obv1ous that
big money, was avallable for their. purchase The blg question is

who were respon51ble for flnanolng the operatlon,_
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