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In response. to the invitation of President Mathieu Kerekou 

of th~: Republic. of Ben.in to the Gen·eral Secretariat of the OAU to 
. ' 

send. a mission to Be_nin to ·investigate· the atrocities perpertr2ted 

by the mercenaries : who invaded Cotonou on ·January l6~ " 1977· ; · the 

Admini~tr~tive Secretaii-Genera1 sent bis assistant in charge of 

Po_li ti_cai .Affair·s, Dr~ "Peter · U. · ·ONU · 'tb Benin.: .Dr .. ONU.· ~as in· Benin 

fr.om 15th. to 20th February, 1977 and . the report which follows 

cont~ i.ns his obs·ervat.lons concerning the incident o·f _January_ 16, 

l9fj7. 

2. The report deals fi_rst ·with fntervj_ews ·with Benin.· ·citizens 
. . .. . ~. 

who were on duty on the .fateful_ day when the invas.i'on · occured and 

with the que_sti<?.ning-_ of. Europeans who ... were : victims of the ·Said 

mercenary aggression. Second, i ~ deals· wi.th : observations rega.rding 

_._th~. targets ~h_ich. _were ._ attacked by -the ·mercenaries. ~l:i~.d, ·it 
' . . 

deals .~i th the ;tnteryiew .which .the Assistant · Secretar'y-General 

had-. with the only ~erc,enary ·captured d_uring ... the invasion. Ap8.rt 
' ' 

from . the oral. testimony which the mercenary gave .. concerning . h{s 

.role i _n : th,e a_ffair? a: ·wr;i tten statement in · his own han~'\vri ting. 

is att'.?-ched as An?ex· I (the or.iginal· .copy· of his wri tt~n --statement 

is available in the. s~·cre~ari~t) . ,. 

3. On arrival in Benin on 16th February, 1977, ·I was m.et by the 

Minister of Education Captain Vincent Gez~dje~ the Minister of 

-Labour 9 Captain Adolph Biaou .arid a member of the Central Committee 

of· the Revolutionary .Party 9 Mr. Montero Armand. All of them . . . . . . ("\ " 

CODS.ti t\lted a: COrnIDi tt~e it{hich W~f?. charged _ wj_.th ~h~ responsibility. 

of taking me. to wherever or ·.whoever I thought would be useful ·· 

.for ~y investigation •. 

. 4 ~ I' started . my invest:tgation w:i th a vis.it to the . Co_tonou· 
. ' . . . . . 

airport.. There I -saw four offi-cials . who r_eported th.-a t they \;·er2 

t~ken hostages by the mercenaries during the operation.. They 
t • • • • 

were Samari Abou, a member of the Benin Gendarme, and three 
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civilia~ wo:r:ikers_. at th~ . airpor-~ _narpely, J?~do1.i ~mile, Atti·; Dehou 

Francois ahc:l Laler,e Leon~,rd ._ :'. T.he .:fourth ci,vilian ho 'stage? Gbeji 

Si.mon was absent as he was on leave· ._al",the time o-f ~Y visit~ They 

all repofted ~ -th~t in -the ~arly houf~ .. of th~ . morn~ng at ab6ut 7 ~o~. 

of 16th: Jamlary ,; -1977 they saw a- . DC-7 at th~ aj_rport of Cotonou. 'rhe 

passengers to disembark from the aircraft. ~c~,ording ._to them viere 

blackmen followed by whites. Soon after they had been ta~e-rt h.o .. stages 

they. were :asked . ~Y· the .~e~c_enar~es .to .of.~ loa~_: the ~rms . ~n . t~e a:i.rcr ::·~~ 
They w~re quoted as saying~ Hyou us.e.d to ·say t:HUZU ·,- . meaning HRevo1ut q 
Today we a~.e going to see if it is ~HUZUH. 

5 o ·. Mr -~ " Eugene ACCROMBESSI? the officer i ·n charge_ ·of the control 

to'wer 6.onfirmed the .testimony . o-f the h'?stages ~llhen ?e' said that at 

the time ·he re1;orted for duty ".early'_ in the· mor~ing of 16th January 

1977, he saw' a ·nc-7 landing at .. the· _ airport. The only aircraft expec-CE 

on · that day was a · DC.:..10 -(UT 801) a~rcraft whi_ch used · to · arrive in 

Cotonou at 6 a.rn. but · as the t:Lme table had b.een changed/the plane 
• •· 'I ' • ' • 

was not : expected" to' arrive -till 11- a.m. ): It \va_s surprising therefore . . 

to see a DC-7 aircraft landing. unannounced and _ wi tho.ut clearance~ 

The transmitting agent at the airport, Mr. Adinsi Pierre who was on 

duty ·on. that ·day "confirmed the .story' of the officer· in charge of 

the c6~t~ol tower; 
·., 

6. As normal, an escort.car appr~ached the aircraft to . show. :it 

virEre it should .park but the pi'iot of- .the aircraf.:t chose ~:µstead his 

o·wn parking _ lf't which was a few me:tres away from th<=? .airport terminal . 

7. According to the hostages, they saw the n:iercenarj_es d;Lsernbaridng 

from the aircraft by rope and .when the first mercenary touched the 

ground, he ·.fired· a ~h.ot. At· this ·poi-nt,. the driver of the esc;;o.rt c c::,_" 

who was parked · behind. the aircraft et:fc~ped and drove away to the 

town to alert the ciuthor'iti~s. 
·!. 
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s. Meanwhile·; . accordii1g to "the same· eye-witness ."repo~t of the 

hosta.ges·, . so'ri1e of the merceriarieEf·--· c'i{mbed to the . roof ·of ·.the -a .irpo 1 ~t 

and started to 'install thei.r transmi.tters arid heavy weapons. · . From . 

what .they ' c ·~uld see. ·the .mer.cen.aries ·'who .. numbered .. about 100 (80 :per 

·cent of . wh~m · ~hey· cons'idered to be ~mites) .split . themselves int': 

fqur groups.. The .. first group took charge of ·the . ins.tal-lation at 
the a~rport -· and · th~ respo:risihili ty : for" guarding .. the · airp<?rt., The 

others broke into· three. · columns ·~ · .oiie took the road to .tpe. "iseaco::-rnt 
. • ·~, ... .. . ·.. ·1-:. ·~ ·<'~ • • I""':.~ ,.. ~ . • .. • ~. .. . .. ' 

. whl.ch ... ied .. ·to <the .::·Presidential·· · Pa'iace·; . the ·:'otherYtook."the . road . 

'1eadlng· .to th~ 'Minis.try. ·af· 'interior "· arid -'Broadcasting ; hous.~ and .the 

. . third took th~ road to the town. The next :·time the . hostages · who 

. had b~en . ali along· guarci'ed ,by two whf te men and . two· blacks . at tlE 

.. airpo~t saw -the . mercenilries \~as about: ·11.30 .a.m.· on the .s?-me day 
·. when ! th~y . hurried . (.,~ck in.to ·the"· plane with wounded . man . and . tool~ .. off 0 

The. ,hostage"s . said they.·reco'gnised ·one -Benin· citizen . by» name Marp 

· Soglo .·vfu en there · was -." a stampede ·among .the '_ mercenaries to board 

the aircraft. .. ... 

9-. .. ~he· mos~ impor_~ant :h.ostage who narrated his experience tq-. me 

wps ~,.irforce Se_r .gea,nt'.""Major FAV·I · Inno~ent Je~n~:Bc:i~ti~te _. _· Un.fort-L.m2, -
• ' ' I 

tely I· did n~t meet ._hiin. when ·I visited _the ~i~po:rt·. Since ·his name 
. . . . ~ .... ' . ' ' 

was f!l_entio:qed every n.ow "a~d again. ?Y his_ colleagues, T cfomand~d to 

see him ap.d hE7 .:.vas brough~ ·to s~e· ;_me o~ 20th February 1977 .. fro~ 
Ouidah wh~!'e he·. was at.ten_ding. th~ .anniver-sary .... funera ·l . :ce~e~o~y .of 
pis graDd~o~hef. o . . ~~rg·e~n~-Maj_o.r. FAVI .sa~d- he. ~as op . -d~ty. ··~t · -the . 

Cotonou ~ airp~rt ·f _rom Satu~day : 15·;~~th~o~ghtS~day · januar_y l.6th 1977. 

Acco~diD:g . to him .t?.t about .· 6. 30 _. a ~m.. on Sunday?.· .i6-th·: :J9nuary 1977? 
' . . ' . ' . . . . . . ' . - . . " - .· 

qe saw a plane _land~ng on the .r~~~ay . from_ ,the '.-saas~de · 9f. the runway 

instead of at the opposite sid~ which ~a~ ~sual . .. A~~er _ landing, 

the aircraft taxied slowly and parked at the civilian a ire.raft 

parking area, a few metres from the terminai building. As. soon a s 

the aircraft landed, he saw some passengers disembarking by rope 
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from the plane. The second group which alighted started firing at 
. " ' ~ . 

the military wing of the aircraft. His assistant GANDAHO told him 

that those ·.firing were white .men. :V.lhen .he. confirmed ·what his 

as_sista'nt had observed jl _he rushed into :_ the office and rang up the 

·Commandant · of the · military · aviation aD.d .report_ed : what he · had seen 

and later· called the military headquarters .to ·_.alert tpe authori ~Ues 
a:.-t- headquarters. " Meam1~ile, the airport _h_ad peel! surrounded . by s01Le 

of the men who ' arrived in the plane. As they searched round .the 

airport,- they found him and asked f .or __ his - ~ame and rank~ .A white 

man iten -asked him what kind of _armamen~ they had_: at. _the · airport c:md 

how many combat · vehiC'les we,ro . available at_~- the ~airpor·t~ He.1 further 

asked how many s_ecuri-ty ·men were · guarding. the airp.or~. When he -· sr::i.id 

he did · not know ·, he was threatened _by the white _ man who was dressed 

in a camouflage : military. uniform . .. The white man .then a.sked hirn to 

~et into a · near by jeep .ai:i.d .- drove him to the .. pl_ape and as he observr:;d 

·he later drove · away in the direction of. the:·-~~wn. _\V"h_en he (F,t-:'iI) grJt 

into the -plane, . he said he recognised a Beninois among .some 6-..:.· t h e 

passengers. He : identified .him as Marc . Soglo wpo was a former Ma j or 

in the Benin army and in charge of the armoury at that tim~ . . He 
sa~d Majo_r -Soglo was involved in the January 1973 c.oup but escc:,p ed 

from the Natitingou pri~on lat~r. · In the pl~ne, he s~~ ibout .· 

15 black·s - sor~e .of"· whom h.~ recognised as ' . form~r Benin g~ndarmes. 
So~~ sp~k~ Fre~6h; ~on, ~en~i or R~rib~. They asked him - if the 

... P.resident had r~turneci fr6m the Festac .. in Lagos and told .. him i 1Sn you 

~ave ch~nged thE'.·· name ' of · our · c~uritry ·: n1·re _heard ·that p¢ople are 

star:ving .in Benin°, 1rA11· tqis w.111 be ·over ·soon ··. They also ··asked 

,him wh~'the.r they 'still had ~achl'rie g.uns ."and commandos in Ouidah. 

lie ~eplied . that "he _.d.ld ~ot kn•w." . -He·. was ' then asked to help to -off 

- 1-~ad. ·the a~ms f ·rom ·the plane al·o~g ·with a gendarme · Sainari Abou who 

had then been arrested. . They .. 1were later joined by four civilian 

workers at the airport. 
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10. After some time, ·:he s_aw -: some· of the · ¥1en ~dv2,ncing to. th~ to~m 

in some . vehicles belohgi~g to ASECNA Company, and in privat~ ve0icles 
i . . 

which they found C?-t the airport. He descriped the ins . .tde o_f the 

plane as full ·of arms .and without seats. Two white -men i~ ci~ilian 
clothes (blu~ jeans. and ·~lue. shirts) ~ho . spoke ~nly E~~l~1sh we;~ · 
supervising the . off loading of the .mili-tary . cargo in the :plane. 

11.. . Mean while at ·about 8 .15 a .m. he saw wounded people being 
- " 

brought back to the plane~ He put ·the · number ·of w::)unded arow1d 40. 

At this time, the engine of the aircraft had started running. He · 

then saw ·a bout .. 20 white·. men who .earlier were guar?-ing the . B:irport 

joining the plane~ He and other hostages were as~ed , t~ .. _join .the 

plane but he told them . that their Commanding Offic
1
er h_ad ..:i-nstructed 

. the hostages not t _Q mov·e . . f;rom \vhere· they we_re ~ . .Late.r a w~'i te rLan 

al.ighted and want~d to shoot tt:iem but some ·on~ . wl1:om . he ,:thought was 

a Colonel preve_:pted him fl".om doing so . . · . At a bout 10 ~ 03 a. m. he s r:: w 
' ' . 

the plane taking ·. off again fr~m the wrong ~ide of . tt:ie runway~ Trre 
aircraft circled round . the airport and ·over the Presidential ·Palac·e 

• ' -- ' ' ' ' f 

and he. ... thought. it was go~ng to _,carry ' put some bomb~ng but · it later 

disappeared. into the .clouds • 

.. .. 

P..a!Ilages done· . by~th~ -Mercenaries -· 
, I • r 

12. I was told by the B~ni_n authorities about the ·damages which 

the . mercenaries infl~cted _ upo~ ~he pe?,pl~ and property. in Cotonou •. 

I ·was takell' to ~he Ministry of . Foreign Affairs where I saw ma:ny 
' : 

bullet holes in the building ·and shattered windows -.. I saw a°lso" 

traces of blood outsi~e the Ministry~ A_t the airport, I saw ·-J:-iree : 

small airc·rafts. in the hangar slightly_ damaged·. ·.There w'ere two 

Dc.:..3 NofL352 and 775 .and a sma.11 Aero-commando . air.c.raft No.1110_ ·. 

At th~ . Tre '3 sury bui'ldihg .. cios_e · to the. a ·irport, I saw shatered \.1indows 

and bullet holes·. I was. ~o-ld that the . security . gua~d ·of · the ·· TreastE'Y 

building, one THO_TO 'Pa'?-~i.1:1_ , ~wlJo had · on)y th!'e·e· months ·more ·to· his 
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retirerr:ient _from his long service was killed by the mercenaries 

while on duty. The T.V. building had bullet marks and so did the 

new building of .the .. new-Nigeri(3.n Embassy and the American Embassy. · 

.. which are situated near the Presidential Palace. 

13 •. · By far the ·worst ·dam.age was ·at ·the Presidential Palace which 

apparently · c.ame uride~ "long range mortar fires-. The bedroom. of the · 
. 1.·. 

Presiden~, . who ap~ar.ently does not·· 1i v~ in the palace, was ~11 in 

ruins. .I saw thr·ee missile shells amorig the · rubbles in the room 

and I was told by _military experts tbat these shells were ~ired 

from s1· mm mortars which I saw among the weapons abandoned by · 

the mercenaries. 

14. Having seen and ·heard from : Beninois. ·citizens about 'the· 

mercenary . invasion; . I asked if any forei'gner was victim of'. the att:::1 ck ,. 

The ~~thor1 ties told me that there were· some foreigners who were · · 

victims of the ·aggression. I was ·taken to 39th apartment buildL~g 

i.vhere I interviewed the tenants. 

15. In Apt •.. A 7 on. the 4th, fl?or, I met . a Canadian family wh(' . told 
. ' . ' . . 

me that at . ._ about 7 a .m. to . 7. 30 . on } 6-~h January 1?77 they saw . some 

armed Black and White soldiers outside the building of thei~ 

apartment. The white men according to · them spoke Frencp with Paris 

accent. They were looking at their maps and enquiring where the · 

Ministry of Interior and Security and the J?roadc~st~ng house were~ · 

On their . way ,. they started firing, sometimes on ~argets and later at 
~ • • f 

random. One of the shot~ wounded on~ Lucs Belisle the son ~ of . . . . . . ' 

Mrs. Mo~isette Madelei~~ Belisle. Lucs Belisle was in the.sitting 

room of the apartm~nt when the bullet_ hit him on his back. His 

twelv~ year . old. . s.ister 1 Renee Be~isle also confirmed that she saw · 

white and black armed men firing shots but · she thought it was a 

rr:ili,lary .exercis.e but when shE'. . . :ioticed that there were some white 

m~n . among , th~ . soldiers she thought there was something unusual 

ab .. out .it. · Mr •. . Belisle who works for the Canadian International. 
. ' . 

. Agency arr~yed in Cotonou in Sep~ember 1976. I did not meet him 

at home. I only met his wife . and two chfld.ren. The injured S(\D 
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L:U-cs .who a·rri ved in Cotonou only December 1976, was flown to 

Canada for medical treatment. He has since returned 3nd was 

however improving . 

16. The next ·apartment ·wnich ·- I v;Lsited . was Al4 on the 7th · flo r r 

occupied · by a Vietnamese Dir.ector working ,for. the U~DP 9 Mr. L:\i\'i 

BINH THA.NJC I did hot see Mr. Lam as .he was repbrted to .have been 
' I • • • . • - ~ 

flown to Canada to be .trea-:t.ed for the serious injuries he sustainnL!. . 

I met instead an .Italian lady Mrs.! Vi ttilo Romil<?-a who was 

temporary renting the apartment. She .showed me the bullet marks . 

and ·the broken . windows in the apartment. : 
,· · ~ ' . 

17. In Apartment 16 . ori the 8th ·· floor~ I met a . Canadian ·lady L2VO~J~ 
,..., ' 

Lise, t~e wife of' Mr. · Runner .. Pierre who works · for the ·rLO. · 

Mr. Runner v~as abse~t during . _my visit but Mr~. Runner sh.owed me 

the :damage caused ·by the fire from the merce.naries. She · said that 

i~. t~e .morning when they heard some _ firing, her husband and her~e:~ 

looke~ through the window and to .. the~r greatest .. surprise they S8'!l . 

white .and black men . in uniforn1. They were . mc3t surprised to . ..3ee 
' ', • . . . - . . . .· . 

the white men in uniform as this was unu~ual· in the Repub~ic o :~~ BeT:. 

. . 

18. · From .. the above eye-witness testimony gi,ven to me by the 
. ' . ) : 

Canadian citizens as distinct from the ~eport . of .. Benin hostages, i·: · 
[ . .-~-

was clear that ~ the invaders of ·the Peoples':· Republi~ of Benin 

comprised:· t~rgety of white men. This··· was confirmed in my 'inter.vL~~.,.
of the on.ly ··m'ercenary who was captured during the· invasion~ .· · 

19. The . authori.t:Les then tpok me · to . the m.ortuary where I s.aw thr:; 

dead bodies of _one white man · and one blac~ man who . were described 

as killed mercenaries. I was .told that the white mercenary was. 

kille·d · in front of the -_Ministry of External Affairs ., I saw blood 

marks on the ground outside . the Ministry. · . The ·other dead mercenai"'y 

was killed near .the airp.ort, apparently- when he was. rum1ing back 

to the airport from the city. I was also" sho,wn the arms and the 
• • t° • • . 

equipment ·which the mercenarie .s ~· . .left behintj. ~ ·-··"They were all stored 
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in a room at the military barracks. I saw among other things a huge 

Th~mpqon tran-smi tter; many b-oxes ··of · ammuni tion 9 hand grenades o~f 

di_fferent types, two · mor.tars, ·sub-machine guns ~nd ·haversacks 

two ?f wh~ch ha.d the· ·inscription :· Minerva Casablanca n. ,The · detEJj_ls 

of the arms which I che.cked with the Benin military authorities .. is 

att~ched ·as Annexes 2 anci 6. · 

20. The· Benin authorities told me that in view of the accuracy of 

the mercenary attack they though~ that operations .were co-ordinated 
' . . 

from· apartme~t .400 and from the airport ·where they .had long _ .range 

guns. I visi te?- the apartment 400 ~ .l\)_though; . I s.aw the winc?-ovis 

damaged but I saw no eyid~nce.that guns were mounted in the apartment., 

I saw on~y ba~dages and.cotton wool soaked with blood. I was · told 

by a gu~~d of .the .apartment that . in the early hours of the morning~ 
. . ' . ' . ~ . . . 

he saw ~n ar~ed il!hi ~e - man. carrying a sm_all bag. He went ups.tairs 

and k~ocked.at m~ni doors :but tenants refused to open their doors 

but on .. the third floor' he succeeded in . getting into the room nf one 

French man, Mr. Bussot, an engineer .who works with GTEI. He over

po~ered the FTench man and tied him up _a?d .1?undled him under the bed. 

~e . was later found _tied· up. From the traces . of blood I saw on the 

stairs of· the building, I got the impr,ession that thE whit.e. man was 

a doctor and wounded· mercenaries .were given first aid treatment in 

the apartment. I did not meet the. French man who had already left 

the c·o'untry after the expiration of his one month contract with GTEI. 

I was told that after ·undergoing temporary arrest and interr6gatior1 

from the Benin army, he left the country. 

21. By far the most .illuminating part ; 9f my investigation was my 

encounter .with the only merc.enary ·captured .by the Benin ar!DY. · r-'i~ . . RA 

Alpha Oumarou~ a Guinean citizen who said that he was a .member of 

RRGE (Regroupment of Guirreans abroad)_9 described ·himself : as a .. 

Peul (f·ulani). He had. joined the organisation in the· second half of 
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. November. 1976. ~ollo_y:.ing Presid~~t.: Sekou" Toure is alleged denounc ement 

: of Pe~ls, . 9 det;J._C?,unc.emen-f wbic? ·. followed t~e_ ?rrest of M_r. · Dial_lo Te l l .i. 
. ' . :·· ,.... . . .. ... . . .. . : ' . 

He said .. th?~ .wh.ile . he·; y.ras in .. ~akar _, · Senegal <?ne Diallo Boubak~lr . 

appro.a che.tj. hi~ ·and · sel?-sing .. t _]?.at ~-~ .~-was pr~pared ~Q fight for the · 

dignity o.f .hi.s ... Peul .. tribe . i;;o'ld. him that he would :te , sending · hirri 
. .... . ., . . ' ' ' . . ~ . . .. . 

on a mission •. . . ·-:: .· .. 

22. On 30th Deceinber ~ · l~YT.6 he left Dakar toge.ther with 13 other · 

Guineans in· :Royal _ Ai_:r: Maroc : Bo _~in.g 707 . wh~ch was _ boµnd for - C~sablrmca. 

}:~or this jm.irn~r, h~ WB;S ~i' ·:· en th~· na~e- DQGWU~ MOMODOU Mohammed • . 

They· arrived in Ca.sablanca .at 5.30 p.m. on the .sarn·e · day. l/Jhe:r:i Jchey· 
• ' • ~ - • - f • , • • • • • • • • 

. arrived in . Casablanca .he .was .given.the name DIAV{.A;RA BAKARY.- Aft~r -

a drive . of about 25q ~ ~ ·~qo . k~l9m~t~~~ · t~ey ~ea~he~? mi~i!a~y · ca~p 
. near ·Marakesh. The mili'tary ·· ·camp was guarded acc0rdihg to. ·him .·by· .. 

Moroccan · Gendarmes . . .-. Ther~ they _ wer~- - .joined .by thFee ~~nin.' ~ationals. 
. . . - - . - ' . . ... 

23. On· 2rid Jp.n{iary ~ i977, they. ·start~d · miii tary training. The 

names · ·o'f : the instructo~s · who · ~ere F.{ench. were gi ve~ :._~s ·Major· PAHISOT 
I " ', .- ' 

and Serge·~nt · Mart~n. · He· said . that ai together . in · one pq_~_t of the 

camp· 16 c·adres · (1"3 · Guine·an~ · : a~d 3 ·Beninois) ,were .. given ·int_ensi ve . 

mi Ti tary training~. ~. Others . inciuding so~e E~rope§.n~ we're: t :ra.ined .· 

· in another par·-t o'f the · carrtp ~ · -- IVIr. Alpha -iri .d8scribing the secret 

J milltary" ca:riip''in Mo·ro.ccc:>' ·v~her:e 'he ·and th.e European -m~·;cenaries .. 
r • . • : • 

· tr'1ined · said · that the 'camp has an airpo:rt runway about ·4 kilometr es 

: i6'i1g · •. ·"Vehi'cle.s -which ·were· -~sed in th~· · ca~p · we~e . ·rria.~~ed FAR ~t~~ding 
! .. . '. \" . ' ' . . . " . • .... . : 
; for Force Army Roya~ at the .bottom a.nd ·on top .o_f w}jich there ~·is a 

: crown :and star.· He_ ~Is'o s·aid tha·t " the~e was . ~- hug·e portrait. of · 

. King Hassan II :·a:~ the c~mp. - 0~ . . ev~ry do_or ~~ .- the q~mp .was the 

. inscription 'ih ·Arab.:Lc ~ ;.Alia~· hum .. MaleKum Wadain,a '·~": 'He said .that on 

m eir way 'to 'the . ~amp from ·casablanca he ·· saw ·a "'sign post. marked . 

97 ' kni.· to · Marakesh and waf:f sure ·that · Marakesh wa~ ·not to~ . far - away_ 

. from the -, camp. The .-restaurant " w~1ich the -,· mercepa:ties ·used borA the 

d·escription ·n Restaurant d ·1·appTicatibn.i1' in ·F:rericti ·and Arabic. ·Most . 
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of _the o.ran~es which they . served them had labels nMaroc" on them and 

the cigarettes bore. the mark 11 Ca??-SP~·rt;< H_e .?ai.d that he saw · aiso t 

two big , p~inti~gs.depi~ting oid Morocco ~nd,moder~ Morocco~ ' One 

portra;i. t .. h?cf: ·the photograp~ _ of_ a· black " w6~a~ in 1.~h.i te veil ·an·d ·· ~he 
• . . . . . - I , . ' 

other a wh.i te woman with black veil' . . There w.ere also tw_o other 

paintings ~ on~ o~ a . flute player and the_. othc· i" of . a drumn:ier. · Th~ .. 
Moroccan Gendarmes who guarded the camp numbered more t~an . 100 

wore bands · with the inscription in Arabic - DAHAKI. . . .. . 
' .' . . . 

24.. 01?-. the_. 14th" January' 1977 a mee'ting was summoned in which one 

Colonel Maureen addr,essed them. ~e introduced · one .Mr. OUAKOU as .the 
• ' 

President of Benin Ll. ber~tiori ·Movement a~d . an'otli~r .. ~eriinois wh~_se 
name w~s · not ·gj_ ven: but was introduced as the"' spokesrTI:an of "the" mov.ement 

They in.~_:Pe .cte.d .the . pa-ssing out parade. Du~lng this meetihg one 

Benino.i·~· by name :Jos·eph ·told them 'that they· had to go _on an imI?o:-c-tsnt 

mission with · the Europeans •. . At this '. point, _-h~ saw about· 70 · - _75 · 

Europe :=:hs ·rand· 5 Benin nationals. . Mr. Jos_e.ph ·t (,; ld them th_at thre·e .· 

more Benin nat.ionals had. arrived. and that. ~hat .. had b~en a _. change .of 

plan and that .the missio~ had .to go to Beniri~ Th~y were told th3t. 
• .. '1 

the Eur_opeans and ~he bla:cks had :just ·finished thei~ tra.ining. Mr. Ba 

said that he :and other ·q.uineans protested but .there" was nothing . i;;hey 
'. ' . . . ' - . -

could 'do. They .were tolci that arrang·e~~nts had been made .tc;:> -pay -:cheir 

moriey "into their accounts~ _-, In respe.ct -of the _Guineans, ·Alpha said 

they were under. the. aE;sump~ion that t1:1eir mo_~ey wo.uld be 'paid into 

-.the account of their qrganisation, -RGE.·: The only money· he rec~iyed 

was 500 Francs for tax~ fare in Dakar. : They were divided into-four 
. . . 

groups, Red, Yellow, Black and Blue~ He belonged to ,the Red group 

wbich comprised -~hree Europeans, · four Beninois · (one ca·11ed , Bern~rd · 

~\vho was the guide) and himself •. The leader.· was -one Major GARNIER and 

their assignment was to ·occupy the. road to Ouidah ,in Benin. 

25. On January .· 15, ·1977 ·at 2.30 p.m. they took off from the -airfield 

in the .camp ~ear . Marakesh - all the 70-75 Europeans, 13 Guineans and 

13 _Beninois - " in ·a DC;....7 aircraft with the · inscription LZY· with green 
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mark~rrgs __ i:n ·; the .. "ta:il of the _ plane . . At about 9 p.m. they arrived 

in Franc~v~lle· Albert Bongo International Airport in Gabon. At 

the airport, ·they disembarked in the night and changed planes. · 

There he noticed . :that additional arms were ~ loaded in the new plane. 
He saw a Gabonese_. soidier ~alrked :p~~t' •.. Th·e :·'_nevi 'plane haci ·.no '. ~arking .~ 

. . .. .. . . . . ' 

Every passeng~r· was g'lven a brown tabl°et befor~ ' boarding the new· 
ai;,~raft .and. ~rhile on··· bo~'rd.- ~ne othe~ tabl'et. bel{eved" to ·be · tablet~ 
to .preve~t slee~ - was give~ · t~ them·.. ,At : -~bo-Gt ·1 a.m. ,the p'lane took · 

. off fr.om . G~bo~, . an~ .landed in· c_6toncn{ around _·6. 30 :a ~"IP· He . sai_d 

there_· were no ·seats . iri .the plane· and they had : to sit :_ort the. floor ·: · 
. - ..._ . . ·' . -

of the_ plane·. -·rn Co_tonou, they· disembarked by rope and ·got · some 
. ·: . "" . 

Benin host.ages _to he.lp · therµ off .. load ar·~s 'f'rom the plan.e.:· He furthe · 

sai'd th.at . "at _the time .it was arino.unced that there w~s a change in 

·their_ assignment. Instead of · going to ou.ldah they were asked ~>.) - . . 

·guard t~e ins~~llations on the rqof of. the airport, ~ One Colonel, 

two .Benin nationals~ · a Benin·Guid~ called Scorpion, t9ree _whites . 

and four . Guineans . including himself ·~ook chare;-e of-·· .. the heavy ·;:1e~pons 
. . . . _:· . . 

mounted_ on the roof of the airp9rt. ·_When- they arr_~ved~ in. Cotonou, . .. 

Mr; Ba . was -gL ven the name M~ndoza and his task was .to ·wa~c~ the. 

road le?d:ing -to the coast. At about 10.30 ·a.m. - he discovered that 

his colie_agues on · the roof of the airport ·had deser;ted the place .. 

· When he came down, ·he saw _that the plane had taken off. He- ·then 

. found hi-·s· way to -the seaside .where, he later · gave lip ·himself to the. · 
' • • j • • • -

Benin' army. · Aske.d if · he . could identify the· two .·me.rcenarie.s. killed 
. . . 

L~om their photographs, he identified the white merce·nary as tleJ:.y~s 

or Levis and the black as Kataria. He said that he could not be 
~~-

too sure about their names for all of them bore false names. 

It has to be stressed that the prisoner Ba Alpha Olimarou ali'as 
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· 26, ·Aftei ~y ~n~estig~ticiri, ~had ~udience ~i~h:the··President· 
- I 

of the Republic:, ·. Mathieu Kerekbu.. J-fe told ·rile · that from . ·the 

information I:had.rebeiv~d,"'and ffom my· inve·stigatibh it" was'"up,to · 

the OATJ·t6 . dedide whetrier · the : Organisation.was a · Mafia group .- ·, 

determined to ·subvert~ independent _ 'African states or an Organisatfon 

of .~fri6an·Uniti dedic~ted to £6stering· ~f~i¢an: Unitj. ·He ~aid · ·~hat 

an Internationa·l Enquiry comprising of° ·Guirjea, N:lger'ia and· Benin 

had· just finished ·its report·.·, He _had to study ... ~he report· and· sond 

copies to. Heads of State of countries represent_ed .on the commission 
~ . . 

before making "fu e report· available ·to other Heads cf · _State or tl·:e · UAU. 

27. . The Administrative Secretary-General '. in .pre~.ent~ng. this "r~po~t 

would once more : ,like to . undersco~~ the urg~ncy in .dealing ~ith the · 
. . . ·~ . ' . 

scourge of _mercel1:?.ries in~ oµr. continent.o-. A'.· 'convention· on · me~cenarisrri. 

is long over due. YeSterday it .,;as qongo (now Zaire), . Nige~ia:, Sudan 

and Angola .. ... ·_Today, i.t .is Be_nin.. Nobo_dy k_r,i.ows . whe~e- t.:tie merqe?arj;es 

will -strike . n'ext. The re:port .~lso shows .that_ t~e · sovereign~y. o_f .. 8:n· 

indep~ndent African s~ate, member of the.OAU, had been violated by. 
- . . . ' • ' ,, 

a band of. mercenaries... _From ·the arms captur~d, .;Lt was obvious that 

big · mqney, was .·ava;tlable for thei~ . pu,rchase. The big ques,t~~n is 

who .were respon.sibl~ :for financing ."the :operation ... . 
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