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INTRODUGCTION

This report gives a resume of the activities of the Executive
sdecretariat for science and technology and its bureaux in the past
decade., It is unfortﬁnate that the time at the disposal of the
dxecutive Secretariat does not permit of an exhaustive and detailed
account of its performances in thne paét decade in the way that
benefits and Jgustifies the amount of efforts put inbto Intér-aifrican
co-operation in the field of science and tecnnology over the ycars.
Be that as it may, the report of the dxecutive Secretariat sub-
mitoed hereunder and the specialist reports Subm;tted by the
Diréctors of IBai, BIs and the IaPSC give a birdls eye view of

the modest efforts .accomplished so far and an idea of work in

hand and in pProgress. '

The uxecutlve ogcrétarlat and its scientific burcaux have
been conglderably nampered Lty tuc m@jcr problems:-

\ a) shortage of staff;
and b) shortage of investuwent fund for multilateral and
‘ regional projects. Y

’

\ ’ '
cause of the shortage of staff, tans various eipansion proprammes
: , ;

Fy

o) b‘J

T e ixecutive secretariat over toe past 10 years lave  not _
een fully executed. For exampls, in 1971, the ocientific Council
- of ifricae (CsA) which is the main scientific adviser of the OAU
in respect of the application of science and technology to
aevelopment in' africa requested that the axecutive secretafiat o
based in Lagos should be expanded to allow effective co-ordination
o Inter-african Co-ordination in the fizld of scisnce and technolog)
in view oy the'increaging dewand by Member ostates for its services.
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The dxecutive secretariat as tihe wain co-ordinating machinery

wWas to havei-
/

a) a division on agriculturs, Oceanography and
6ea\Fisheriesj , \
b) a divisioﬁ on ‘Natural Resources;
T ¢) a division on Industrial and‘Technological acfiﬁities;
&) a division for the Co-ordination of Field iork
or the german=nt Bureaux and fisld JOlnt projects;
and e) on Administrative and Fifance Division.

t

a2 Jdetails of the activities of the Ixecutive secreterist as

M.

(ly

provec oy the Heads of istate and Cov=rnment and each divisions
is acumb. «ted 1n Document L(73)13 which is attacqea to this -

)

Consequently, work in h mdi aad in progx ess being carrlpd
out by the dxecutive secretariat zsud its Bureaux with the advice-
N : . “ E s .A. 5
oi the Csa snd all the"scientific panels created by the CSA as

approved 0y the Council oif NlnLat~”D and Assembly of Heads of

1

wtate anc Government lavs Lol Ciii Ly a over: 3tretched end

extremely timited staff. ‘

Secondly, some of the extremely important continental
progects involving co-operation among 20 or 30 end more States msed
to attracy. external fineancial and teckhnical aid aocording 40 the
wish of the participating Member oStates. Today, the position hes .
- changed tremendously. The developed Nations of the world who
constitute the back-bone of the donor ag =n01es have been giving
dlmlnL shing 0351starce to ALI‘bdn vyglonal and co- 0peratlve prOJerS.
nhls is bcecause they con51der such progjects as larsely multilateral
‘andithé¢eiole does not boost their individual sgo. Further still,
Gie present international bias agsinst financial' and tichnical
assistance to Africé springs from the errqneous conception of the

t

value ud significence of the so-called "oil wealth".
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They now prefer bilatveral assistance which is usually given in a
diScremihatory fashion to & handful of Member Stataes. This
tendency is not in ths interest of tae OsU and Africa. The real
interest of africa lies in bthe encouragewsnt of joint, coope srative
and regional projects in which 10 to 15 member states in the same
ecological zone could éa ily participate and pool their resources -

for Ghe 1mprovpmenb of vhe welfare and augmentation of the

@
btqnuard of llv1nb of their people.
, wnen joint'dnd co--opcrative projects are undertaken, for
example like the Survey of the Fisneries of the Tropical Atlantic
1nvolv1nw some 19 Cocstal wstates in Jest Central Africaj llember
wtates see from bﬂv report on’ the project the sreat advantage
of goint dctlon tn 2y are Thersfore better able to co-operate
in the overall interest of whe development of a whole region or
tne whole of africa |

OnV of tae projects at pre nt in ha nd is oemi-arid Food
Graln Research and Devalopi (oanRnD) (J.P.31) This project
seeks effective CO-0pe :ation of all 04U Member Statesrstretching
from leuritania on thc wblentic Geean Coast to Somalia on the ‘
Indian Occan Coast. It cubraces fleld work by sci:ntistslof no
féewer then 26 Member 5% ates, viz: Mauritania, Senegal The Gambis,
Guinea, Mali, Upper Volta, Gaana, Ivory Coast, Niger, Togo,
Popular Republic of Senin, Higeria, Chad, Cameroon, Central
african Republic, Zaire, sSudan, Lthiopia, Somalia, Uganda, Kenya,
Tanzania, Rwanda,; Burundi, Cape Verde Island, and Guinea Bissau.
dudh a gigantic projoct is usuelly executed by grouping tuese
Member States into SUD—f“’¢Ole sTroups, for example, taoe work
in the’ben gal River Basin arvea will involve all Member states
"of the sencgal River Basin countries and others in the area like
‘Tae Gambie which do not ocloné to the senegal River Basin area.
'olmllarly, the Conseil de 1'intente countries will be grouped
tosetaer witn Gnanc To ensure co—operatlon of that regional group
while Zast nfrlcau Community will oe grouped togctier with oomalia
and sthiopia rfor purpoues of co-operative activities. ‘ '

\
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.1 The maein activitizs donu 301ntly under tﬂb project outlinzd
at a technical QnU/oﬂnb meeting in January, 1976 in Oueg adou ou
are' rouped under: - '

| i) Research Priorities: This is the listing of
| . %tne cereals vaich are of primary importance
in the areas, viz, sorghum, millet, maize, rice
and groundnuts. |
ii) rield Coéoperatipn:« By this, the scientists expect
toat cach licmber otate co—operating‘iﬁ the~project
would a,voiat a national organiser for the -project
wio w1li co-~operate in tine sub-repion under the OAU
Inte rnablongl Coordinator to ens the dlatrlbutlon
of improved aigh yielding, discase raes 1stant drought
r381stanulvaritics of tone . different cereals. I
iii) Post hurv 25T Wwetivity:s which involves the anbouragemeqt
of esach Member stabe in the area to plan the post |
harvest rescarch ond development in a co-operative
way while ensurin, thot ¢ach country would have
enough strotegic yrain storage locations by building
silos or other iorms of storage which could be convenient,
to indivicual formers or the national government as
' the case may be. | : , e
. The wholeg idea is %o make each Member State his brotherz! keepf
in time of need. Grgins would be storasd up in several locations
in each country so tiaat food could be rushed to needy parts of
the same country or usighbouring counvry in time«of‘need.

' . .
A ’ 4
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bimilarly,’activities are also planned in the Livestock‘
Production fie la and the Control of lepstock Discase. It is

‘hoped that tﬂlb meeving, would give the dxe cutle secrztary enough
support to overcoms Gile Gwo maJOffdiffiCUltleb i.e. psrsonnel

and investment fund, ©o be able to carry out its duties as is
‘contained in the ferms or Reierence outlined under the 0aU
scisnce Polle hereunder. '

,

04U  sCIuNCE POLICY .

Historically, the tschnical co-operation duties of the
Zxecutive osecrctariat has been defined in the terms of reference
conteined in tne report of the algiers megtiﬁg of scientists
from OAU states of Febr ruary, 1964. The duties are designed
to achieve the intention of the Heads of state to promotg a
spirit of orothsrly love among all safrican wtates through technic
co- ogeratlon at all levels and to Ansure the improvement of the

standard of llVlné of “he people of africe.

a) to deal with Ell sciuntific and - technical matters affec
, ing the sencral QSVVLOvanb of Nember States including
matters waich mey be referred to by the ao:bmbly of ‘
Heads of ustet:

b) to promote tihe treining and exchange of scientific,

and the Council of Ministers;

tecnnical and wesearch perbonﬂvl
c) to formulatc scientific policies and to 'x'cutv on
request gointv programmes of scientific and technological

resetrch; \ ‘ x

d) to promote the cifective utilization of the results
of rescarch with ¢ view to Qccelerating gconomic
and sociel development of Member otates;

2) to handle cxternal ala for projects of common intsrest

4

spogoore vy the Comm1351on;
~f) \ to provi.e fecilifies for the dissemination of

information to workers in the fislds of science and

technology in africa; T
‘and g)- to conduct scicntific surveys of the natural rcsources

of tue continent. : ;
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and to emaolc va: Commission to carry out the above-
. mentioned functions, it is permitted:-

N

i) to establish advisory and executive organs;
ii) to prepare scicntific and technological
plans and programmes ;- * ‘
iii) to o:ganize scientific and technological
' confereinces on. seminars;, \
iv) to establish training and research institutes and
information centres; and , . ‘
v) to collabo.ate with international scientific
" ana teohnologidalforganizations in matters ’
of mutuvual -interest. ' . ‘

'
.

PRIORITT mi3:
In translating tvhese broad objectives to practical propo-

sitions, the assembly of deads of state and Government approved

a prlority list of arees of co--operation among !Member otates

at its meeting in Accra, October, 1965. These are:-

i)  sgriculture ,
- ¢erop research
animal acaltiu .nd _svoduction
s0ils and irrigation
forestry (humid, erid ercas end savennah)

\

ii) Oceanosraphy and Fisheries

including the provlem of sea bed.



iii)

iv)

("
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BlOlOglCul search via .quetic Blology, deonomy
and #coleny 1 cluc.lnb research @ african Medicinal
Plants aad cxplo it. tion of plants and animal

H

resources sor the benefit of man.

Industrial cnd fechnological Research and Development:
These include the epplication of modern ocientific
ané lTechnolo icel tecaniques viz:-
a) establisiament of iron and steel complexes
in desi_ nated regions of africa;g
b) encourajcment of chemical industries to produce
- fertilizers, pescicides and other essential
consumer joods for building houses, foot-wears
and cGucational materials, estaolishment of
:ceramic industries and cement production in
Member 3te ' ‘
¢) research in building materisls, designs and
construction; -
d) engineering - civil, mechanicsél, chemical, atc.
¢) stimulating multi-disciplinary regionsl and
national industrizl and technolo.ical
institutes for research and development;

a) geology and mincralogy i.e. exploration and
utilization of africa's mineral resources.

A survey of the mown resources is envisaged;

b) hydroloy,, cliuatology ana meteorology;
c) cartozraphy and surveys;

«

vi) rhysical «nc Metaematical Research:
Physics, Crncmistry and Computer isciences, Peaceful
Uses of Lgomic nergy; solar. cnergy. '
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vii)  Manpower Develophent:

o dncoura;ing regional and national training of
much nieded wcientific and Technological manpower
incluéing cxchange probramme for research workers.

viii) = ~Promotion of ayuroprlate legislation by way of
- conventions to encourage joint‘action"by ﬂember

States, 2.

5o wilicen convention on Ngture and
Natursl RQeisources.
MaCHINWRY

To execute this progpramme, the Hsads of State directed
that an appropriate ox bualenlonal machinery should oe establlsh

The machincery 1or whe execution of these orobramme und

tile geﬁeral diraction oL tae administrative oecratary-uemeral is

made up of Tae executive secru tariat with its sub—rcblonal offices

Pnese are:- ‘
wLecutive Secrepbarist itself
Inter-african Burcau for sSoils (8Is)
Inter-african Bureau for snimal Resources (IBaR)
Inter—african Phytosanitary uoun01l (IAPOC)

~and Puvlications Burcau. ..
The Hcads of State have spproved the establlshmunt of the Scien-

il cf frica (C3.) which compriscs cmindnt Africon Seicnti-
sts, designatoed by the Governm nts of m»mber statoo of the

.
tific Courecil cof
‘the 0sU. The Council adviscs the OalU on.scies sntific end tecnnolo~1cal
oroblems of development in Africa. It iz a unigue continental
sCicﬂtific opody «ad it is truly rupresentative of the continent.
cchermore, thaere .ars panels of scientiiic committess which
deel with important en. urient sreas of ectivity. These ad hoc
scientific committscs are wesigned to assist the-administrative
oechtary*General~and iz officials 1n translating broad pr1n01plub
-into practical terms. ooms of these are -



i)
“ii)

iii)
iv)
v)

vi)
vii)

viii)
ix)

X)

xi)

xii)
xiii)

Xiv)
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Inte rnﬂulonal ocientific Goun01l of Trypanosom1d81s

Research anc control.

Panel of Scicntists on agriculture and the
Mechanizasion of agriculture; ‘

Panel of scicntbisti on)Geology'and Mineralogy;

The Paacl ¢f scicntists on Food wscience and Food

‘Technolog. ;

Panel of scicntis ts/on Oceanography and Fisheries;

african liedicinal Plants;

oecicnce and TLecinology
~sograply nmaps and, aurvvy,

Building Materials, Dcul n and-

Panel of scicntists on
Scicntists on
Sciacntists on
Sci.ntists on

Panel of
Panal of
Pancl of
Constructions

Panel of SBcientists on
Africa;
Panel of sciznvists on

Iron and " Seel Development in

Chemical Industries and
Fertilizers; '
The Inter-asfrican Phitosanitary Councilj;

' Inter-african Panel of scientists on Animal Health

“and Production.

Inter-African Pwn 1 oif scientigsts on the Oonservatlon

of Vature ano Netural Resources.
L .
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With the aid of these panels whicn are cbmposed of African -
'scientists who give their services free to the Organlzatlon, the
Executive Secretariat has been ablé to conceive and plan a number
of projects some of which have been completed while others are
still inlDrOGTGSS.. | |

Field pLogects usually attraot external technlcal and
financial asclstance° The responclbllltles of the xecutlve
Secretarlat are fourfold.—

i) to 1n1t1ate proaects which are of reclonal
interest either to.the whole of Africa like the
Production of the "Pedological Map of Africa" oxr
a region of Africa like the "Survey of the
Flsherles Resources of the Trovical Atlantlc"

+ii) to draw up the project in a way which will make
' it attract technical and financial. aq51stance
at the 1nt°rnat10nal level; o

iii) +to look for such assistance as lember States might

requlre, and .

! v

iv) executlve the Programme .

Within the past decade, the Executive Secretariat has.
handled the following projects:- | o
i) An Internal Map of West Africa (JP.24)
ii) Pedological (or soil) Map of Africa (JP.11)
iii) Guinea Trawling Survey. ©BSurvey of the Fisheries
Resources of the Tropical Atlantic (JP.19)



iv)

vi)

Covii)

viii)

ix)

X) 

xi)
xii)
Xiii)

xiv)
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Joint Campaign againat cattle disease -

Rinderpest Phase 1 to 111 in the West and

- Central &ifrica  (JP.15)
v) .

Contageous Bovine Pleuro Pneumonia
Vaccine Research (CBPP) JP,162;

Improvement and Development of Major Cereal

Crops Research (JP.26);

Joint Campaign Against Rinderpest - Eastern Africa
(JP.15);,
Joint Field Campaign against CBPP  (JP.28);

Project for the Establishment of Plant Protection
and Plant Quarantine Centres in Africa . (JP,29)

Project for Drug Research Centres Using African
Medicinal Plants (JP.27); '

Training of Phytosahitary Inspéctors.in Africay

Control of Tsetse and Trypanosomiasis (JP.30)

Semi Arid Food Grain Resecarch and Development (JP.31)

- Handbook for Phytosanitary Inspectors in Africa.

AFRS
4&ﬁ$£mvéyw
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blbhb of thoese projects have now been compl tgda The
Antl Rinderpe su Campalgn JP.15 for example, now require only
‘follow—up mvdS'““é by all the member states tinat participated in
The project. 'Tgese ar¢ Mauritania, senegal, The Gambia, Mali,
Guidea, Uppcr Volta, Ivory Ccast, Diberia, Sierra Leone, Togo
Benin, Sudan, Tenzania, Niger, Chad, Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda,
Kenya, somalia, <sthiopia and Nigeria. The Project was carried
6ut in 5 ohaSes netueen 1965 and 1975, The 1ntef~African Bureau
for Animal’ ?VMOL“cvs (IBAM) which is the spec1allzvd organ of
the Executive scerstariat for livz:stock devilopment is now charged
with ths rcgponéibility for co-ordinating the work of member
states on the rollow-up measures to ensure thet the entire
cattle population is immunised ageinst the discase.

' \

The need for the establishment of & chain of plant guarantinc
cengres in\ﬁfriqa_and trglnlng of pest control and plant quangntine
officers of member Sbat s, 18 a perrenial problem which will con-
tinuc to receive vhe attention of the OsU and all International
sgencies in the ecgricultural :ield.  This project has been code~
named Jdoint Projeet No. 29. It is specifically supervisad by the
Directorete of Plant Protection <nd Plant wuarantine centres
based in Yaounde. ‘ | | '

'

The campaizn againéﬁ céntggigus boving pleuro-pneumonia
'(OBPB) known @s JP.28 is also still in pro.ress particularly
in Wwest and Central africa., This is because action has been |
. taken against this discase in sastern sfrica slong with the 4nti-
Rinderpest campaign.

The research on african ledicinsl Plants and the preparation
of Traditionel ¥harmacopoeia in member states (JP.27) is a new
industrial reseavciy project which was cOmménced on the initiative’
of the 0.U £y30”*ive becretariat for science and Tachnology.

The report of this project snows that about 8 research centres
are actlvgly CO-0pu ratlng w1th the OAU on the proaect Cnly
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last suumer, the WwHO has also indicated interest in this reséarch
work, It is hoped that otuer International Organlzaulons w1ll
co-operate with ¢°rlca in tnis 1mportant field.

‘ The'qongrol of I'setse and“Trypanqsomiasis is an extrémely :
sensitive area of Inter-sfrican co-operation because, almost ;
one-half of. the arable land of sfrica south of the sahara is
infested with this discase. Consequently, both man and animal
are unable @6 inhabit the infested arca. DThe ixecutive Sscretar-
iat of the OAU hes taken active action in co-operation with
OAU member stotes, the WHO and FAO in combating +this scourge,

g
i

n

Furthermore;/“hu dxecutive sscrstariat tarough its S
livestock officers is in the process of publlshlnb a Tsetse
Distribuﬁion‘ﬂap of Africa for which it has recaived bunprous
financial azsistance from the Nigerian Government. This map .
will be U§—d"“d from time to time Jointly by the scientists}in'
all mbmbpf states and the sxecutive Secretariat of the OKU‘ o
1n/co-operatlon with WHO and ¥a0. Training schemes are alsolgi
bcing organised in co-operation with other international
agencies wnder. the éegis of the OaU for scientists from some
24 member states of the 04U who will in turn train field contfél
and laborato“y research officers in mgmber states on the probl
of combating tsetse and trypanosomiasis. This project has bpgn

- named JP. 30.

Following the recent unhappy and tragic pxperlcnce of théiy
drought in a number of African states, the Executive oecrhtarlét
with the approval of the Scientific Council of africa has launchud
‘a grain devclopment programme known as "Semi-Arid Food Graln
Research end Development "(JP.31) with the assistance of a .
number ‘of ‘international organizations. This cercal project dedls

‘ o l
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with sorgbum, millet, maize, fice, legumes and othcr\étanle
food gralns, Reference has been made to this progect in the-
lntrocuctlon to this revort. It is known as Joint Project

~ TNo. jl and it is expected to be carried out in active co—operu*

tlon vvth member states in all the P6 states concerned

It is hoped that the launchlng of thls regional project will encou-
rage cach member state to make spe01flc budgetary provigions for .
improvement in research and dévelopment of food grainss he

;most 1mnortant new element in this progect is the emphagsis on
‘Post Har ezt Activity which has been hltherto neglected. It
-is considered that if all member states of the OAU co~operate in

ensurin-, research on the storage of grains snd establishment of

‘stock of grain reserve, Africa will not be confronted with the

embarrascing position of asking food aid from outside the continent.

‘This is not to deny the concept of inter-depsndence of pations in

the jet age. It is however alned at. ensturing that OAU member

!

states seek to depend on omne ancihex ‘rather than exserhal agencies.

ther elements of Lnduﬂtﬂzal and btechnnlngical research
on which the o01entlFlc Council of Africa (CSA) have made concrete
proposals are rcsearch and development in She fie¢ld of- bulldlnzJ
construction, design and technology. _lﬂe‘cciuﬁtlfLG Council, of

Africa (C8A), discovered that vecy few member stvates of the 04U

have Institute for Building Research for active reséarch on local
materials for building houses or otlher con"*rLuulonal activiticse.
The Seicntific Council of Africa's suggestion is therefore aimed at
further training of personnel for each member st@te and encouragje-

‘ment of regional centres in building technology by the improvement

of existing small research centres.
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Similarly, cartographlc work is in its 1nfancy in Afrlca,
Because of uhe security nature of cartographlo activities, and
because of the importance of maps development planning,Th.
Seientific Council of Africa (CSA) has also suggested that the
OAU membei states should take joint action in the development‘of
'cartographlo oerv1ces in Africa and the tralnlng of scientific
personnel to handle cartographic matters. It also considered that
in view of the highly sophisticated remote sensing equipment alregw
developed by advenced countries, Africa requires to re-train its
Cartographers-tovensure that they keep abreast of modern changes.

The other ﬁroject of extreme importance to all OAU member
states par%iculerly in view of the need to develop agricultural
Tesources p“ﬂl—passu with industrial development is recommended
-that Iron and Steel Complex be established in more states in .
Africa. To this énd, it has recommended that existing sub-regional
groupings like iconomic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) ,
Bast African Community and other sub-regional groupings should
pool their resources to ensure mnx3m~; utilization of their indu-
strial power to assist in a rapid economic take-off by the economies
to ensure meximum utilization of their industrial power to assist.
in a rapﬂd economic take-off by the economies of member states to
sustained economic growth

~ The need for a comprehensive survey of the natural resouvrces
of Africa is 1nt1mate1y related to the cartographic project. Howeve
“the Executive Secretariat proposes to convene shortly, a meeting
of the Panel on the Conservation of Wature and Natural Resources
so that the 1968 Algiers Convention on the Conservation of Nature
and Natural Regources might be rCVLewed to keep abreast of modern
changes. . '
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Nuclear Power

* The problem of energy is now a very sensitive problem
4'the whols world over. Consequently, the Panel of Scientists on
.Technology, has recommended that there is an urgent need for
Africa to get involved in the nuclear technology even if this
may be at peripherral but important areas like the use of radio
isotopes in medicine, development of new crop variefies throush
irradiation, etc. Theré is need a]sé fox the building of
addltlonal reactors in some of Africa's research establishments,
research 1nst1tutes or Universities, to .acquire the technology
of the utilization of nuclear energy for gercrating powers The
worlds consuuption of energy is rising sccepiv and sources or
energy arc being ruthlessly aepletedn Natural gas and pebroleum
are being 3Xploitedkat such a rate and' oan such n gcale that in
anothep tuo decades they mey ccase te be of lmportance as energy
sources because of scarcity‘due t¢ depletion. Huclear energy
will &ain the ascendancy. The reed therefore for Africa to preserve
and conserve: hyr energy sousices 1 owviouz. AT _the moment. “not

only is tne.petroleu" S ;L;;»a Looliys Sovnnd wostiv by forelcn

1nterests‘gtba_fast rate but, African countries thcmselves

are utilisine as little as 0.C1%. The otner important energy

source, Uranium is also being tapped by thesec foreign in_terests°
The>dange; is obvious that these pcwer rescurces may be exhausted
by the time African countries need them for their own technological
‘advance. “African countries with uranium ﬁepoclts should therefore
not permit exploitation of this resorzce by foreign countries. .

It must be noted that known deposits in Burope and America are
being comserved whilst exploitation is_ greatest in Africa.
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Documentation Centres

There is urgent need for collecting and dissemigating

1 information about the scientific work carried .out in differcnt

- African states. ilready, the OAU/STRC has. 3 Bureaux which do somnme
~documentation vizj Intor- frican Bureau for inimal Rosources (IBAR)

in NgerDl, Inter-ifrican Burcau for %oils (2I3) in Bangui and
‘Inter-ifrican Phytosanitary Council (I4P3C) in Yaounde.
A The 0AU could therefore prepared itself in co-operation

w1th the UW”kC“ for the establishment of 3cience and Technology
llerarles and Documentatlon Centres at least 1n1t1a11y on a regional
‘ ba81s. 3uch institutions. would serve as dep081tor1es for current
sclentlflc development throughout the world through acqulsltlon

_ of the rlﬁht kind of 1nterndtlonal Journals. ‘

]
There is.need for the establishment of Research Notes

- and Records covering all the fields of science and technology on

X ! \ N : .. - 3
the research results done by African scientific workers which could
be circulated among scientific establishments and institutions.

Regionalsgpttres for Advanced Traininv and_Research

\ The “xecutive Secrctariat has reported at the.last C.8.4.
meeting that comprehen51ve proposals are already on hand for the
establishment of ‘one of the centres of advanced research and
training recommended by the C34&. The Coun011 of Mlnlsters of the
OAU has epproved the establishment of the centre for advanced train-

ing and research on Barth Sciences since 1972.

The project which is a pilot scheme in the establishment
~of a chain of 10 centres for advanced training and research in
Africa. is expected to supplement the efforts of member states to
train highly skilled scientific personnel for various national
gervices éé a part of the development effort of each‘state; It
is also expected to supplement and support through research and
develoPmen%, the effort of member states to achieve accelerated’
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‘development aimed at higher living standard of their citizens.

The list of

the 10 centres approved at the time enunciate:=-

i) Zarth Sciences (including geology, geophysics,
( mineralogy, etc.) -
~ii) Applied Science and Engineering;
iii) Tood Science and Technology;
iv) Water Résources, Planning and Development;
V) *Harine’%cienca and Technology;
vi) Human Medicine and rharmaoology,
vii) Veterinary Science;
viii) Climatology and Meteorology;
ix) 3Basic Sciences (Physics, Chemistry, Bialogy,
- and Mathematics) and
z) Social Sciences (documentation, teaching'
znd research). '
The estimated cost of the project at the time the proposals

were approved was about 4 million US dollars. Of thio, the host
country, Kenya was. bxpected to donate land and a cash sum of

one mlllﬁon US dollars.

Unfortunately, not much has been done by way of actually
It
might be necessary at this meeting that concrete proposals be

establlghlnr the centre since the proposals were approved.

made to enable this project to take off the ground.

,One nproposal that come reédily to mind is that the

Council of Ministers might empower the Administrative Secretary-

General of the OAU to encourage the development of some existing
University or Institutions of Higher learning in OAU statesVQhere

any of the disciplines outliﬁes above are at present being run to
assist such institutions to be developed into regional centres.
Such centres will cater for students from other African states
undéf an 0LU or UN Fellowshlp to be arranged by the Executive

In this way, the OAU
will get eround the prohibitive cost of establishing new. centres

Secretariat for Science ané Technologsy.

de novo.
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The Ixecutive Secrotariat is at present running Labo ratory
and fleld Courses on this - rlnclple in Calro, Zgypt, Ibadan,
Nigeria cnd MNairobi, Kenya. vlmllar courses are planned under
the OAU jointly with WHO and FAOC on trypanosom1a51s,research and
control is scheduled for Bobodioulasso in Upper Volta. l

The main oﬁjeétive is to ensure an overall improvement
in-training and manpower development because shortage of personnel
at all levels has become one of the most important constraints
in the execution of economlc development’ programme of most QAU

‘states.

In the past decade, 'the sxecutive Secretariat has trained
well over 700 persons under different training courses in several
disciplines by encouraging member states with some facilities to
improve on these in the interest of Inter-ifrican co—0peratlon.
~ The Secrestarist is happy to report that all OAU states with some
- facilities have responded favourably to the Executive ~ucretar1at’<
appeal on this issue. Council might wish to agree to recommend
this approach to assist manpower development.
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TECHNICAL BURMAUX: ’

The 4 technical bureaux of the Executive Secretariat at
present are IBAR, BIS, .IAP3C and the Publications Bureau.
However, the panel on trilding research and technology has
recommended that in the interest of inter—African'do~operation
a building research and building technology bureau be established,
Similarly, the symposium onVCartographic Services and the Training
of Cartographic personnel also suggested that thE;OAU'éhould have
attached to the Executive Sceretariat a Bureau to take care of
cartographic matters in Africa, particularly in view of the present
tendency the whole world over to improve on the sophisticated
equipment beirg used for cartography, maps and surveys.

The Publications Bureau is now functioning within the

Executive Secretariat in Deges and this has accentuated the problem

" of déveloﬁing it into a documentation centre as recommended by
" the CSA. Vhile the existing bureaux do some‘documénfation, it is
exﬁremély important to note that'shortagé of data is one of the
problems confronted by planners in Africa. Improvement of docu—
mentation scrvices is’fﬁcrefixo o ononezzery desideratum to the
 Executive 3Secretariat. ‘ ‘ ‘

INTER-AFRICAN PHYTOSANITARY COUNCIL (IAPSC) is based imm¥aounde
. Republic of Cemeroon, its functions are:- ~

. ‘ \
To assist Hember‘ﬂtates to -

a) prevent the introduction of diseases, insect pests,

and other enemies of plants into any part of Africa;
S : / , :.
b) cradicate or control them, so far as they are present
in the area;. |

¢) prevent their spread.
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Services rendered:
The Gcientific Secretary (or his assistant) makes periodic

-vigits to member countries to discuss with Gbvernment experts

the problems and difficulties faced in plant protection matters,

He distributes to Member Governments documents, circulars
and information sheets deéling with all aspects of phytosanita~
tion; i.c. legislation, geographical distribution of pests,
diseésés;‘noxious weeds and their host plants, the dangers which
“would occur if such pests, diseases and noxious weeds not
present in 4frica were to be introduced by various means,
education of travellers in phytosanitary risks, organization
" of plant protection services, establishment of plant quarantine
stations, training of phytosanitary personnel etc.

He 2lso maintains close liaison with other international
organizations interested in plant protection and organises meetin
~ on these ‘subjects.

The Scientific 3ecretary of the IAPSC is also in charge
of JP.29 i.e. the establishment of Plant Quarantine Centres
and Training of Phytosanitary Inspectors.

The mceting of Inter-African Phytosanitary Council held
in Blantyre, Malawi in 1973 recommended that this branch of
the activities of the OAU be expanded to cope' with increasing
demand for scervices by Member States. To this end, it
Recommends:- '
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i) isetting'up‘of,ad hoc bodies including a Panel
of Scientific Consultants and a Permanent Executive
Committee;

ii) establishment of good documentation centres in
nember countries  and also at the IAPSC Secretariat

‘in Yaounde,

1mprov;ng the Phytosanitary scientific journal to
keep member covernments informed about oest,and

e
o
P .
-

disecase situations in Afrioa'and around the worldj

iv fre—orran1z1ng the IAPSC so as to encompass most
‘ of the plant protoctlon actlv1t1cs on the contlnent and

.,

v) to mtrenrthen the Secretariat personnel by employlng
‘ an additional Assistent JClentlflc Secretary. ‘

It is hoped that Councll will agree to the proposals for
expansion so that this arm of the OAU might fulfll its task -
more ei‘fectlvely° A
;INT&R~AFRICAN SOILS BURZAU (BIS) is basad in Béngui, Central
- African Republic. ' Its functions are:-

- to maintain close contact with organizations, services:
and oersons conce“n@d w1th consorvatlon and utlllzatlon
of so0ils 1n Africa and out31de Afrlca°

- %o maintain an‘up-to—date specialist‘libragy;

- . to provide an information service on general and specific
‘subjects; - , A o

- to provide up~-to-date lists of spec1allsts working in

The Director or his Deputy makes periodic visits o member
countries and partlclpates in mcetings du&llﬁ“ﬁﬁluh 5011f
sciénce and agronomy in Africa and elsewhcro,

- Closc contact is maintained with organlzatlons, scrvice and
persons concerned with conservation and utilization of
g80ils in Africajand outside Africaj
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The maintenance and constant improvement of specialised

‘Liﬁrary At the present day (1976) it includes 4,000
books, 10,000 pamphlets and 614 p@rlodlcals'

The reception and systematlc examlnatlon of 614
pedological anéd agronomic porlodlcalo whlch provide
the material for a documentary - 1nd9x in which index
cards are classified by author and by subject
according to a very detailed scientific plan. Thiéf

;enables the rapid selection of index cards relating to

particular subjects;

The compilatioé and diffusion of bibliographies on
specialized subjects as Tequested. The range of
these bibliographies is very wide; basic |
bibliographies for specific missions or research,

lists of literature'on very specific Subjects; drawing
-up of basic lists of works for the establishment of

a library etc.

The selection and forwarding of blbllographlc index
cards concerning sc1ent1¢10 questions followed up
by the BIS at the request correspondents;

The publication, three tlmes a year of the‘periodical

"African Soils" which contains original contributions;

The publication of a "Quarterly Analytical Bulletin”

4 times every year drawing the attention of persons or
organlaatlons interested in soil science in general
and conservation and utilisation of soils in particular

to 120 - 150 analys1s of some of the most important artlcles

deallnr with this subaect .
The Burecau kceps a list of the soil specialists working

in Africa and also receives the annual reports as well as
the¢ reports of projects from reéearch'stationsfand centres

working in its scientific field.

N
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‘INTER—AFRICAN BURE AU FOR ANLMAL QLJOURCMb (IBAR) is based
in Nairobi, Kenya. Its functions are:-

1. to establish and maintain a uniform procedure for
collecting animal disease statlstlcs from Member

Government showing:-

e) the technical and economic aspects of the .
‘contagious diseases of animals and any other o
‘discasecs whlch may threaten the domestic
livestock of Afrlca, :

b)- outbreaks of thosp discases and their deve10pment

e) uethods of control and prophylaxy;
d) resecarch work in progress on these diseases.

2¢ to establish an information and documentation centre
- for the'up—to—date distribution of information;

.. to a551st memb T sbates in maintaining follow—up
measures at the end of esch Phase of the Rinderpest
Campaign.
4, - %o encourage animal production and improvement of...

livestock industries in Member Statcs.

Serv1ces rendered

The 1rcctor and his offlcers visit member countries and
part1c1pate in wectings in Africa and elsewhere ‘which deai with
the problem of animal health and production. The bureau maintains
‘close relations with international bodies concerned with similar
- problems like the O,I,u.,,FAO, WHO, and others. A member of

€ﬁfv‘2§
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its staff pafticipated‘in a recent Livestock Development Study
of parts of Africa.

’ The Burcau publishes ‘The Bulletin of Epizootic Discases
of Africa’ ouafterly° This deals with the aspects of e
veterinary s science of partlcular importance to Africa. It also
" distributes a monthly and. quarterly 'Summary of outbreaks of
animals diseases' on twenty eight selected discases of special. ;
‘1nterest,voased on information supplied by the vaterinary ;
services of lMember deernmentso From the information Supplled
‘geographical dlstrlbutlon maps are also compiled and publlshed
- The IBAR bulletin now has an Editorial Boarda It is also being
suggested to change 1ts title. ,Abstracts are made from the
.world veterinary literature and the annual report of veterinary
departmenbs 1a Africa fof dlstrlbutlon.’ Information leaflets ‘
on a freat varlety of subjects of general veterlnary interests
are prepared for distribution to field officers to whom such
information would not otherwise be readily available. Both the
IBAR Bulletln and information Lbaflets are now printed and publishe
in Nairobi.

4

A very imﬁortant function of the Bureau is ths organization

of training courses and seminars on subjects suggested within its
area of competence. ~ The Direcctor of IBAR is also the Secretary
of the ISCTRC and International Co-—-ordinator -~ JP.28.

"PUBLICATION:S BUREAU:

The Publications bureau dlstrlbutes the various documenta—
tions 1ssued by all organs of the STRC.
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