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.JCI~NC~ .AND T.2;CHJ.'{OLOGY 01\f INTZR~AFRICA.i.'l CO-.,. ..... ,_..,. ___ ~- ......,._._ ----~-----~ ...... _. 

·OP.:.!;Rb.TION .ti0'l'IVI 1l'I~o OF ~r.HE OAU 

-
This report gives a resume of the activities of the ·~xecutive 

decretariat for scienca and teclmology B..t.J.d its bureaux in the past 
- i 

decadeo -It is unfortunate that the time at the disposal of the 

hX:ecutive clecretariat does not :permit of an exhaustive and detailed 

account of it.s performancet3 in tne past decade in the t,ray that 

benefits and JUStifies the amount of efforts JUt into Inter-African 

' co-ope:cation in the field of science and technology over the years o 

Be that as it may, the report of· the ~xecutive decreta:r.~iat sub­

mitted horetmder and the specialist reports t::ubmitted by the 
\ 

Directors of IB.tll:<., BI,_j and the IAPBC give a bird~-~-s eJre vie'tv of 

the moc1est efforts .accom_plished so far and an idea of 11ork. in 

hand and in ~rogresso 

'.I'he ~xecutive 8ec'retariat a:1d its 0cientific bureaux have 

been considerably .nampered ty 1: 1.-~~ ·~::~z;o.~ p.!:'nblems :-

a) shortaf::,e of st.aff; 

ili1<l b) shortage of inves·tment fund for multilateral a:i.lcl 

~egional projectso 
\ 

.Bacause of the ·sD:ortae:,e of staff,, tn3 various e:x:pansion p:col)rammes 
( 

9ft~ ~xecu~iye decretari~t oyer tne past 10 years ~ave ~ot 

been fully executedo For example, in 1971, the 0cientific Council 

of .Afl-oica (Ci3A) which is the main scientific adviser of the O.AU 

in respect of t~e application of science- and techriology to 

6evelppment in' Africa requested tt1at the ~xecuti ve de.cretariat 

based in Lagos should be expanded to j allow effecti·,.re. co-ordination 

. .of I:nter-.tlfrica11: Co-ord:Lnation in _the fi;:;ld oi' science and technolog 

in vievl o~.- ti1e ·increasing de111Md by Member ~tate.s for its servi-cds o 
( 
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The .J;xecutive _..:)ecreta:ciat as the i . .:.1ain co-ordinating machinery 

was to havo:-
/ 

a) a division on hgricuiliturs,. Oceanography and 

dea i'isheries.; 

a division on·Natural Resources; 
. ' 

a division on Industrial and-Technolog~cal activities; 

a. division fO:t"' the Co-ordinat'ion of· Field ~·i'orlt 

or the perman3nt. Bureaux and fiald j'oint ·.t.):r:ojects; 

an.: Administrative anc!. l!,iiia:ace Di vis,ion o 

T.:.1e Jetails of the activitias· of th-.3 3xecutive ,jecreta:t. .. ie.t as 1 

apl)roveC:. oy tne Heads of State and Government and each eli visions 
~ I \ 

i.s a~:.umb~c.c~t.ed in ·Do.cument L(73)i3 whtch is att'achad to tl1is 1 

re:po:ct o 

Consequently, ~-Jork .in h 1n:i a.:.ld in _t>rog::-e.ss bein.g carried 

out by the ~:xecutive dec:r·etarie.t .:nci its Bureaux t-Jith the advice· 
\ 

of the Cdil. and all the· scientific pru10J_s craated by .the. CB.A as 

apj_)roved oy the Council of ·r-:liniste:r.3 and Assembly of Heads of 
, _. 1 • • t 

.~·r.a·i~'e "','lc .. ~ Governmen+ ... -~·.·.'.·.,T· .-: ' ·· · · c , ... - ... · ·"' o-v-:::.r -.+r-:::.tc,led a,·1d 
- .... .., I,A,L - ~ -\- ~..;c; . ..;_.J.. ~~ ... -·..; ;J,j . .0.~=-........... --~~-::::2~~-~-----~ ...... ._ 

decond.Ly ,· some of th.J extremely import&"'lt conti:nental 

proJects involvlnt:, co-ope~cation among 20 or 30 c:!nd more dtates used 

to a.ttrac·c. extel.""nal fin&ncial anct t:ec:b..nical aid according to the 

ltlish of the participating l"lemb0r dtates o Tod.9lY, t11e 'position has 

changed tremendouslyo The developed Nations of the world who 

constitute the back-bone of the donal .. at:;·8ncies. have; been giving 

diminishing c-..ssistance to .tl.frican ret,ional and co-operative prOJects o 
. . . ' ·. . 
':i:his is ·occause they consider such proJects as lar 00ly lilUl tilatera1 

. I 

and_· th8:refo:ce does not boost their individual agoo Fu.x~ther still, 

·che pre;::;ant international b.ial3 · agsinst financial' ancl 'G.2clnJ.ical 

assi;:Jtance to J~frica spririgs from the arronaous concep·i;ion of the 

...... value \·:n(~ sit:;nii'ictJnce of the so-called. "oil v.realth"~ 
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They now prefer bilateral as~istance ·0hich is usually given in a 

discreminatory fashion to a hdlldful ·of Member 3tat.:;s o- 'l'his 

tend.el.1CY is -not in the i11't;0:cest of ti1G O.t:..U and .Africao Th~ real 

interast of africa lios in th3 encouragelli3nt of joint, cooparative 

and regional. proj~cts in ;•vhic~J. 10 to 15 mamb~r· states in the same 

ecologi~al.zonc co-q.ld o 3 sily po.rtic=!-pate and pqol their r0sourc0s 

for the improvement of ·t;he uelfare and augm2ntation of the 
' . 

standard of living of tll2i:c paoplao 

·~vnen joint ..:1nd co-~op-:.::rative .Projects ara undertaken, for 

example like tha durvay of thG Fis11eries of the ;I'ropical .Atlantic 

~nvolving some 19 Goc.stal .0tote~ in ·~~est Central Africa; l"lember 

· Dtates see from_ tLJ.e rcJ_)Ol"'t on" the projee"G t·ha 6reat advanta6e 
. . . I 

of JOint action; they ar3 tharafore better abla to co-bperatc 

in tho overall ilTGeT·est of the ·devdlopmGnt of a wholJ region or 

·tne whole of Afrl6ae 
,. 

One of t11e p:coj.acts at· preo.ant in hand is ~8mi-Arid Food 

Grain Research ancl ilov.~lo:prtl,:.;ilt (d.tiBGR..nD) (J oP .. 31) 'Jlhis project 

seeks eff8ctive co-o-ooration of all. O.tiU Member dtatas strdtchin·':!· 
.I: • u 

from flauritania on t~:~o ,i-.~.tlontic Ocean Coast to Somalia on the 

Indian Ocean ··coast. It Gmbra.ces field wo:ck by sci~ntists of no 

feTJIIer than 26 1'18mbe:c ,Jta.tos, viz: I'1auritania, 3en~gal The Gambia, 

Guinea,- J:'lali, Up.90r Volts.~ Ghana, Ivory Coast, Niger, Togo,­

POpU:lar Republic , of ~Jnin ~ Higeria, Chad, Cameroon, Cantral .. 

.nfrican Republic, :6ai:ca, :,:H1clc.u1, .c;thiopia, Somalia, Uganda, Kenya, 

Tanzania, Rwanda, Bu:t."'u.n.di, Cape Verde Tsland, and Guinaa. Bissauo 

du~h a ·.gigantic pro~j..;ct i,...; usuc:illy 0Xecute.d by grou~inr; ~t.Lese 

Member ~tates into st1o-ro6io:nal t,roups, For example., t.u.a work 

in tha benegal Riv0:c Basin area will involv0 all flcmber .Jtatas 

· of the oa.nGga~ Ri v:.::r Basin countries and otl1ars in .the area like 

.. i'.t16 Gdill'oia Wllich 'uo not belong to ~h0 l.:>enegal HivGr Basin areao 

-~imilarly, the 0onseil dG 1 1£ntente countries will be grouped 

toaet.i:ler vvitn. G.nan~~· ·to e:c1su:r0 co-operatio_n of that r.agional group 

while .c;ast .n.fricmf. Conuntu1ity 'vJill be grouped to6 Gtnar with uomalia 

ant..i ~t11iopia. .for pU:.L'.:_)O;Jes of co-operc;d~ive activ;itiaso 
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Tha main ac-~i vi ti3S don0 jointly under the projac't outlined 

at a technical O.:i.U/.J·t.l~C 111a.etin6 in January, 1976 in Ouagadougou 

ar3·groupad und~r:-

i) Res~arch ~rioriticls: ~his is tha listing of 

tna cereal;-3 ~.::nich nrG of primary irup6rtdnca 

in tha ar0as, viz, sorghum, millclt, maize, rice .. 

and groUn.dnuts o ...... 

ii) ]'i~ld Co-op~rntion:. .By this., tha sci.cntiist·s exJ?eet 

. t.Llat aach homb0r 0tate co-opar,ating ~n~ tha proj~ct 

would· a)yoi::.1t a. Ii.ational orgcmis0r for the -project 

ilvho will co-,ep0rate in t11a sub-rdgion under the OaU 

Intarnationc:tl Coordinator to ensure thE: distribution 

of improved lliGh yielding, disease · rasis~ant, drought 

rasistant .verit.i0s of tne .diff.arent c-:.:reals .. 

\ 
iii) Post Ha:cvest. "i.c-~ivity:· which involves t.tla an'couragemant 

I 

of each Nembor .s'ca:c.a in th0 area to pla..11 the post 

harVdSt resoa:rch Drtd developmant in a CO-Operativa· 

way whil~ a11.su:r·in~ th,·,:t 0ac:'l country would hava 

enout:Sh 3-Gr~:tegic ::;rain storage locations by building 

silos or oth~r iorms of'storage- which could be convaniant, 

to individ.:Ia~ i'·Drmers or th.a nat,ional government. as 

tha cas-3 may be o 

\ 

. Tha whol\:: idea is to m2k0 eq.ch l"iembar dte:;ta his brothers: 1 kqepr 

in time of n~ddo Gr61ina v1oulci be st·ar.ad· up in sevGral loc'ations 

in each c·ountry ;.;;;o t~1.a·;; · fooc1 could' ba rd.shad to ndedy garts ·of 

tha same country or l13i6hbouring counvry in time of nGedo 
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oimilarly, activities are also planned in tha Livestock 

.Production field and th-.j Control of Li vest.ock Disaas.a o It is 
I ·, 

hoped that th~s maatin~) vrould give the ~xecutive .Jecr.atary enough 

support to overcome ·cl10 ·cwo m~Jor difficulties i~eo p3rsonnel 

and investm.ant func~, ·co b.J o.bl~ to carry out its duties as is 
'contained· in thG ·l\::rms o:~ :Ct:;iordnca outlindd under tha O..aU 

.Jci~nca Policy h0r~tu1d.3j7 o 

OAU i3CI~NC~ EOLICY 

Historically,\ the. taclmical co-operation duties of tha 

~xecutive ~0cr0tariat ~1as b0an defined in ·th~ tarmo of refarenca 

contained in tnd report of tha ~lgiars me0ti~g of sciant1sts 

from 0Al1 .Jtat0s ol' Fabrua:ry, 1964o ~rhe dut'ies Bre dasign~d 
. I 1 

to achiev0 thd intention of thd rleads of dtat~ 'to promot~ a 

s_pirit of oroth3rly lovo' among all African·0tates through tachnic 

co-operati.on at all lev0ls and· to ansura · tha =!.mprov~mant of the 

standard of li vin.:s of ·che 1_)\::0ple of .il.fricao 

a) to· .deal ~·Jith. ·~11 sci.~ntific and/ technical mattGrS affe·c 
I • 

ing tha . .Ja:Ll..;T'c"-1 d.av0lopm..::nt of l''lGmber dtat;.;s including 

matters v{nich mcy. be referred to by ·th~J rl.ssembly of 

Heads of .:Jtc..:d~~ ancl ·t;h.e Council of Ministers; 

b) to promotG t}.l-J t:.."'aining and exchange of sci0ntific, 

toc.nnical and J:•e,search parsonndl; 

c) to. formulate sciantific policies and to dXecutd on 

requast Joint J!:i.'00 ralllinds of sci~ntific and technoloe;ica 
r :.:.s~ '-~ rcn· ·. 

'-' V~' 'J 

d) to promot-::; t.i.1.:; eif.active utilization of th2 rdaults 

of ra~earch with ~ vi0w to accelaratin~ economic 
I 

cmd soci2l de~.ralopmant of I'1c:mbar .c>tates; 

e) to 'handle 0:;:-te::c..~nJl aid for projects of common intarest 

spo.:g..sorGd by th;:; Coinmission; 

f) to provi ... 8 i'c:cili:ci~s for the diqsemination of 

inforilla·t;ion to Harkers in th0 fi.alcis of sciance and 
t0chno_logy in .ili'l,iC&; 

·and g). to conduct· scientific surveys of the natural resources 

of ta~ continento 
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.tmd to enaol.:.:: ·.;_;_::; Co::.:·:lnir.:;;;-,ioE to c.ar"Ey out th0 above'­

mantionad f~ctions, it is pcrmitt\:;d:-

i) to establish advicory and executive organs; 

ii) to propa:cs sci~ntific and t0chnolo6ical 

plans an(t pl·osrammos; · 

iii) to. o~gcu1.izc sci0ntific anu. t0chnological 

confd:C0ilCGS un:~~ seminars;. 

iv) to astablish ·crainint::; ancl resaarqh institutes and 

inf or rna·(; ion c en:c rG s ; and i-

v) to collabo:,__ato v1ith intarnational.scicntific 

anu. tech11.o1ogica1· organizations in mattars 

of mutual-intzr0sto 

,I 

In trMsla:cin~· chiso. broad objectives to _practical propo­

si·I;ions, the· .Asse;:;10ly of 1.=-iGads of otate and Governm8nt. approved 

a -p:c~ority list of a2-.eas of co--op3ration. among I"L~mbdr ,.:)tat as 

at .its maeting in· Accra, October,- 1965o Thdse ara:-

crop ~Gsearch 

animal .noalth· ,_.n(, __ .;: .. :eduction 

soils· a.nc~ i~·rigation 

fC?restry (humic~, ai·id c::raas and. savannah) 

ii) Ocaanoc;raphx~-?-.lld ·]'isheries 

includin~ th3 p~ool0m of se.d bado 

I 

' 
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.. 
iii) .diologiC?al J:-(csoarch via .. tquatic Biol.ogy, ·,I'axonomy 

an.d .ii;colm~y including resaarch m Ji.frican !Vladicinal 

~lants a .. J.( c::cploit. tion .of plants and animal 

rosourc0s i: o:r th0 b2n0fi t of man o 

.. 
iv) Industri~J.· ~nd 'J\.;;chnological Ra::;e.arch and Devalopm0nt: 

Thaad inclu(LO chi:! ap.Jlication of modern 0ci~ntific 

anci ·l'..:::cll...Dolo:...:,icc::.l tec.-.miquas viz:-

/ 

a). clstabli.s~1m0nt of iron and st.0el com.plaxas 

in d...;s1~no.tod r~gions of Africa; 

b) ancou.rac;-:;mont of chemical· indust::cico to produce 

f0rtilizers, pescicides and other essential 

consum0r 2,00ds for _building houses, foot-waars 

and 0G.uca.t.Ti.onal materials, esto.olishm~nt:of 

C8ramic industries and cement production in 

c) rcse&rch in ·;)uilding matGriols, da.signs and 

construction; 

d) ~nginc~ring.- civil, illdchanical, chemical, 3tCo 

e) stimulc::rtinb multi-d.isciplinary ragional and 

national industrial and tclcbnolooical 

institutes fo:L' r0search and devdlopm~nt; 

(V) a) geology and min0ralogy io8o dxploratio~ and 

utilization of 11.frica 1 s mineral rasourcos o 

A surv .JY of the :.mown rasources is envis_agad; 

b) hyd.ro:Loc.;J') cliuatolosy onei meteorology; 

c) cartoGraphy and surveys; 

vi) ..t>hy_-sical c\:•.lG. hat.aematical Hasearch: 

'. 

Physics, CJ'10mi;:;;try and Computer Gcicncas, .Peaceful 

Uses ol . .:.)..comic ~nargy; solar. energyo 
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.ti:ncoura(;,in(; r-.:gioncl anc~ national training of 

much n.:;eclecl dcientif'ic and Technolo::.;;ical manpov1er 

incl"J.c}in{::: exchange pro0 ramra.e for. resaa"J:'Ch- workers e 

_c)romotion. of (.;:J:>prop:;:-iate legislati.on by v~ay of 

conv~..::.:iJ.tion:s to ~ncouraga joint ·action'by Membor 
'-

dt_ates, ·3 o ~::.o .t.:.lrican convention on N~tur~ and 

Natural .do;Jourcas o 

To executcl this· j_)j:'.Oi:..:,ram:wa, ~he H0ads of· dt.atd dirac ted 

that an appropriate ort;c.:nizationa~ machinery shoulu oe as,tablishado 

. The machin...:ry .:Loi. ·ell~ execution of -:t;hose proc;ramma :undar 

tild g.: .... uieral dir..:::ctl.on oi:' tne ..ti.dm:LnistratJ. v~ .~ocr.Jta.ry-Gemeral is 
I ~ ~ ' • 

made up. of tJ.ld · exacutiv0 secr~taria.t v·Jith its S\..lt?-r~c;ional offices o 

1-'.nese arc:-

.i.!I.Aecv.:ci vv decr~tariat its0lf 

Int0r-~:\.frict.m. BurBau for· doils (i3Ici) 

Int.Gr-.i·J.frican Bureau for 1.~.nimal Re9ources (IB.iili) 

Inter--.cl.frica.n Phytosanitary Council (I11P8C) 
\f "' 

and PubLications BurGau. 
The .. He8.ds of State have approvod the establishm;.)nt of the Scien-

tific Oou:..,_c.:l.J. of _ frica· ( c·'3..(:..) "t·Jhich co111.prirH;s Cfl1in.)nt Africc.11 .Jcionti­
sts ~ dosign.~.~t(:d by th(;- Govornm .nts of .m~1pber states of tho 

\ , ~ 

·the 0 ... -iU o '.i:hd Council e1CLvis0s the O.Li.U on·"sciantific and technological 

~rob lams of· dev~·lop111_;,n·0 in 1-l.fric-c:.t o It is a unique contin0ntal 

s'ci0·ntific body c..J.1d it is. t:ruly r:.;pre:.::\3ntative of thG continent o 

~·u:cth0:r:mora, thcru , c::ti'·-3 j_)cli1Gls of scientific committaas whi"ch 

daal WJ.th importa.nt a.n._·. ur2,0nt oreas of activityo Thase ad hoc 

scieLl.tific commi·bt.-::.::.~; ().:ca ~..~esionad to assist the ~Administrative 

>Jecrv:tary-GdnGral· hi;J officials in translating qroad principlGs 

into practical tdrms o r::>om-.:.: of ·c.hcse are:-
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i) International dci2ntific Council of Trypanosomiasis 

l-i.Gsaarch one-:_ control. 

ii) Panel of dciontists on .i.:~.griculture. and the 

l''lcchanizCJ:cion of Agric·ulture; 

iii) 

iv) 

v) 

vi) 

vii) 
viii) 

ix) 

Pan81 of . .:>ci·Jnt:Lsti.:l on ·)Geology· '7llcl lvlinaralogy; 

i'hG Pao.ol cf dciontists on Food dcienca and Food 
; 

Panel of Jci3ntists.on Oceanography anO. Fishericls; 

.Panal of .::Sci..;nti:st.s on .. a.frica_11 l'1c;dicinal Plants; 

Pan13l of :Jci~nt:i F~ts on dci.0nce and ~a.cJ.mology 

PnnQl of Sci6ntists on r· -~-cograp~1Y naps aJ?.d. '3u~vcy; 
Pn.nol of Sci--ntists on Building Materials~ Des:Lc:n ond· 

Construe ti·on; 
X) Panel of Scientists on Iron and ~becl Development in 

Africo.; 
xi), J:lanel of ;,:>ci.Jn·cists on Chemical Inuustri0s and 

.fi·ertilizers; 

xii) The IntG}."'-.il.i':L·icon Ph~rt~sanitar;y Council; 

xiii) · · Inter-.Lifrican Panel of sciontists on i1nimal Health 

· and .t>roduction .. 

xiv) Intar-.itfrican Pan0l oi sci0ntists on tha Conservation 

of Nature an0. Hc::.tural H8sourc~s., 

' 

--
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\lith the aid of "these panels whi_c·q are composed of African· 
'scientist~ 1.vho give their services free_ to .the Organization, the 
Executive Secretariat has been abl·c to conceive and plan a number 
of projvcts some .of which trave been completed-while others are 

! . 

still in progresso 

Field projects usually attract external technical and 
financial assistance .. The responsibilities of'the Executive 
Secretariat are fourfold:-

i) to ini~iate projects _which are of regional 
interest ei thor to the \vhole of Africa like the 
Production of the "Pedological Map of Africa" or 
a region of Africa like t~e -~Survey of the 

I 

Fisheri9s .Resources of the Tro:picai Atlantic"; 

·: ii) to draw up th8 project in ?. v:ay -which will· make / 
it attract technical a:::u~. financial- ·assistance 
at .the international ·level; 

J ' ' / 

iii) to· look for such assistance as I·Iembe!r States might 

r~quire; land 
.... 

. ) 
~v. executive the prograrr~e .. 

Within the past decade, the Executive Secretariat has 
han~led tho, following projGct3:-

i) An Internal Map of 1Plest, Africa (JP .. 2~-) · 

· ii) ·Pedological (or soil) Map o.f }-ifrica (JP .. ll) 

iii) Guinea Trawling Survey.. Survey of the Fisheries 
Resources of the Tropical Atlantic (JPol9) 

\ 

I, 
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iv) ,Joint Campaign againot cattle disease -
Rinderpest Phase 1 to 111 in the West and 
Central Africa (JP .. l5) 

v) .. Coritageous Bovine Pleura Pneumonia 
Vaccine Research (CBPP) JPo·l6).; 

vi) Improvement and Developme:nt ·of.Major Cereal 
Crops Research ( JP· .. 26); 

I vii} .. Joint Campaign Against Rinderpest- Eastern Africa 
(JPe15); 

viii) Joint Field Campaign against CB?P (~P.28); 

ix) Project for the Establishment of Plant Protection 
. ' 

and Plant Quarantine Centres in Africa . (JPo29) 

x) . Project for Drug Research Centres U?ing African 
rTedicinal Plants (JPo27); 

·xi) Train~ng of Phytosanitary Inspector3. ±n Africa; 

xii) :Control of Tsets~ and Trypanosomi'asis (JPo30) 

Xiii) Semi Arid Food Grain Resoarch .. and Development (JPe31) 

xiv) :Handbook for Phytosanitary Inspectors in AfricaD 

I • 
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~ight of thosG ?:i:'Ojects ·have novJ been compldt0do The 

Anti Hinderp:::st CamJ.)aign\- JPol5'for axam.plo, now requtre only 

'follow-up'' m . ..;asu:c~s by all the member states tllat participat:.:;d in 
r ' ' 

th~ proj0ct., •rllese ar..; 1:J.a.uritania, ~enagal, •:rhc Gambia, Mali, 

lluirlea., Upp.:.:r Volte,-Ivory Ccast, :bib\3ria, Bierra Leona, Togo, 

B~nin, dud.ew.1, Tc.:nzania., Nigar, Chad, Rwanda, ·Burundi~ Uganda, 

Kenya, do~alid, ~thiopia and Nigariao .. Ttla Projact was carried 

out in 5 ~:?hases 03t1;3en 1963 and 1975o Tha IntGr-African Bureau 

for ..:m.imal \Ro;_:_ou~ces (IB.:-.1.H.) which is tl;0 specializad organ of 

the Executiv0 ~3ocr:::;t·ariat for .liv:;stock dev..;lopment is nou1 c~1.arged 

with th8 r~spon~ib~l~ty for co~ordinating tha work of membar 

statas on th-3 ~,: ollO"~;·J-up m~asur;.::;s to ansure thot the entira 

cattle population i:..:3 immunised_against tha 'disdaseo 

·rho n0Jd for tb...:;; astablishm-3nt of a chain of plant quaran~tinc 

cdn'!;res in AZric_a_ and ~raining of past control and .r.:>lant. qu~antine 

officers of mdmber states, is a perrcnial problem which will con­

tinue to r8c0iva ·ch0 att..::.:ntion of tha O.L1.U and all Int8rnational · 
\ 

J ... gencias in tb.~ 2 . .gricul tural .L-i0ld .. · •:rhis proj 0ct has been code-

namdd J oiilt Proj(;Ct ·r~·o 0 29o It is sp~cifically suparviS•;)d by the 

Directorate of Plant Prot8ction 0nd ~lant ~uarantine centres 

) basad in Yaoundeo 
' . 

ThG camp~isn &&ainst cant~gi?~s bov~a pleuro-pneumonia 

(OBJ?j:)) kno't·Jn as JPo28 is also still in pro 0 ra.s3 particularly 

in ~Jest and CcntrD.l ~uricao, This. is .bdcause action has b0en 

. taken a 0 ainst ·chis 6.isease in ~ast~rn .H.frica · alont:S .with the ... mti.;... 

Rinderpest campai~~o 

The rGsearch on .tl.frican l'!edicinal Plants and th-3 preparation 

of Traditioncl Pl1armac.opoeia 'in member statds (JPo27) is a new 

industrial raGearcl1· project. which \1\ras co1illllencad on the in~t.iative. 
of the O..:·.i..U .J;xecut;ivG Gecratariat for .dcianca and T_·achnology. 

•rhe re_tJort of ·chis J;>roject shows. that abop.t 8 research· centres 
• '._ I 

arc activ.aly co-opo_rsting \vith ·the O.aU on the projact" Only 
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lc1st SWiliil0r, th-..; ·vrHO 11.as also indicat~d 1nterGst in this resa-,arch 

work~ It ·is hop~d that otner Intc;rnational Organizations \vill 

co-op·ard~e v1i th d.frica in tnis important fiel~~ . 

The· Qont,rol of ·l'set_se and .. IJ.lrY'Pa:n~somiasis is an extramely 

sensitivG araa of IntGr-.L:..frican co-operation because, almost .­

one-half of. ·ch2 arablo · land of· 1-:..f:cica oouth of tha 0ahar&. is 

infest0d vJi'Ch this disease~ Consequent.ly, both man and animal 

ara unabl.;; ·co inhabit th0 inf0sted· areao 'l'l1a .il:xccutiva Bacr~ta.r­

iat of the OAU has taken active action in co-oparatioil with 

OAU member sto.tos, the t~HO and FitO in combating this scourge~ 

Fll_"'_G, nl ::or-·mo-, ... -=l · .L . .._.. ___ ...... , ~he Bxacutiva ~acrdtariat t i1rough its 

li Vdstoc1c officG:c:J is in the process. ;f publishing a Tsetse 

Distribuiion Hap of Africa for which it has re63ived gdnerous~ 

finC?-ncial ·arJs~stru1.c0 fr·om the::· Nigarian Government" 'l'his ·map -;: 

will be U:p-datod from time ~Gu tima jointly by th~ SCientists -_in· 
all member -sto.tGs and the ~x~cutive Bacr.atariat of the OilU · 

in -~co-op~::ration Hi-Gh \vHO and ::B'il.O o Training schemes are also 

b0ing Ol.:..ganised in co-op0ration v..ri th oth-:;r intGrnational 

agencies m1cl0r. tho aeg,is of the 01tU for sci~ntists from some 

24 member stat·as of th~ O.t~U who v.rill in turn train field contrql 

·and ~aborato~'"'Y rGsearch officers in m~mber states on tL.La problpm. 

of combat ins t:-:;ets:e and. trypanosomiasis o This· project has been 

named JEo 30. 
1

_ 

;.,; . 
I 

Follb\ving the recep.t unhappy and tragic experience_ of the .. · 

drought in a number of African states,·the ExecutivG Jecr.etariat 

with the approval <?f :the /ScientJ.r'ic Council of .Ld'rica has .lauiic:h.e 

a _grain development prograirillle known as "Semi-Arid Food Grain·. 

Research end D0velop~ent "(JPo3l) ·with the assistdilce of a,· 
) 

number ··of ·intarnat iona.l· organizations o This cereal project deals. 
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with sorghum, millet, mai~e, rice, lclg~mes and other sta~le 

food grains.o Reference has been made· to. tl:-,.is project in the· 
introduction to this reporto It. is known as Joint Project 

·No. 31 and it is fixpected to be carried out in active co-opera­

tion 't·Ti th member stat_eS in all the 'v26 states concerned~ 
\ . I 

It is hoped that the launching of this regional project will encou-

rage. each member st~te t'o make specific budgetary provisions for . 

improvement in research and development of food grains.; The 

most important new element in this project is .the empha$is on 
' ) 

. Post Harvest Activity which has been hitherto neglectedo It 

~·is co11s
1

idered that if all member states of the OAU co-op~ rate -in 
ensurin~·! research on the storage of gl .. ains c:.nd es'tablis:b..ill.ent of 

stock of grain reserve, Africa will not be conf::on-t;ed 1~i th the 

embarrass inc:; position .. of .asking food aid fro~1 -~,~tside the continelft• 
·This is no~ to deny the concept of in·!;er-d61Y)ll1e:::ce of. n~i;;ions in 

the jet aGe" It i? hov1e·ver ai::·t::-cl at . cnst<.:ci:-c.g that; OAU member , 

states seek to depend on one s.l"ic·I;l~.0::;; :::a·~ he;.:- than external agencies o 

Other elements of indu,st:r. ... ~_eJ_ and teul::J.0l 'lg.i.cnl , research 

on which the Scientific Council of Afric:a (GSA) l::ave made concrete 

proposals are research· and dev·elo:pme::xt i.l1 "Che r· .... 0lG. of~ building 
construction,· ·design and tec1mo1ogyo The Eci.(-;ntific Council, of 

_Africa (CSA), discovered that. 7e:cy fev: memb~r s.!cates ·of .the Oi~U 

have Institute for Building Research for active research on local 

materials for building hous~~ or other conat;rt;_ctional activiticsQ 

The Scientific Council of Africa.~ s s~ggest:Lon is the:.~efore aimed at 

further training of personnel for each membe:::? stat_e .and encourac;e-

·m:ent of regional centres in building technology ,bY the improvement 

of existing small research centreso 
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Similarly, cartographi·c work is in its infancy in Africa~ 
Because of the security nat-q.re of cartographic activities, end 
because of the importance of 1n:aps development planning,Th0. 
Scientific Council of Africa (CSA) has also suggested· that the 
OAU membeS.:' states should .take joint acti'on in the development of 

' ~ 

·cartographic services in Africa and the training of scientific 
personnel to handle cartographic matters" It also considered tha-t: 
in view of the highly sophisticated remote sensing equip.ment alre2.c\ 

developed b! advanced countries, Africa requires to re-train its 
Cartographers .·to_ ensure that they keep abrenst of modern chancesp 

The. other project of extreme importru1ce to all OAU membex 
states particularly in viet-,r. of the need to develop agricultural 
resources pari-pass~ with industrial development is recommended 
that Iron a.11d i3teel Complex be established in more states in . 
Africao To ,·this end, it has racommended that exist_ing sub-regional 
groupinf?S "like ~~~co.nomic Community of \Jest African :Jtates ( ECO'd.A:3), 
East Africru1 Community an~ other sub-regional groupings should . 
pool their resou:cces to ensure m,!:l.xim1::.rr~ ui:;j_li ?Jation of their indu­
strial po1·1er to assist in a rapid economic take-9ff by the economies 
to ensure maximum utilization of their industrial power to assist. 
in a rapid economic_ take-off by the economies of member states to 
sustained economic gr6wtho 

The need.for a comprehensive survey of the natural resources 
of A.frica is .intimately related to the cartographic project o Ho-v;eve 
the Executive Secreta~iat proposes to convene shortly, a meetin~ 
of the Panel on the Conservation· of Nature and Natural Resources 
so that· the 1968 Algiers Convention on the Conservation of Nature 
and Natural Resources m~~e;:~.t be reviewed· to keep abreast of moc1ern 
changes.··. 
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The problem of energy· is no-vv a ve:2y se.nsi tive :problem 

the whole ~·rorld over. Consequently, the Panel· of Scientists on 

. Technolqgy, has recommended .that there .is· an urgent need for 

.Africa to r:;et involved in the nuclear technol~_gy eve~ if. tr,t.is 
may be at pcripherral but important areas like ·the use ·of radio . -. 

isotopes in medicine, development of new c.-rop varietie·s throur;h 

irradiat:Lon, etco There is need also fo:.·: the building of 

additional·. reactors in some of Africa • s research establishments, 
' 

r~search i1isti tutes or Universities, to . acquire the :technology 

·of the utilization of nuclear energy .for ger~·2rating powero The 

worlds cons1.:mp tion of energy is rising steeply and sources of 

ener~ arG.being ruthiessly depletedo Natur3i gas and petroletun 

are. beine; ·.;)q>loi ted at such a ra a:1 .. i' o:..1. sl:.cn. rt · scale that· in 

anothe~ tvro_ decades. t_hey may c':...:aoe t:c.· oe of i:nportance as energy 
sources because of scarcity dn.e to dE:;>1~'3tion., ·r-h!clear energy ~ 

will gain the ascendancy.. The r.eed tLer.-:::.fc.'::·.a fo::" Africa to pre·serve 

and conserve· her energy sou:;::;.es.c :LrJ c~..,y·.·J_(nJ.s.. Ai.._t.P.e moment ,_~,p...Qjr 
•' # • l 

only is t}}._e__,p_etroleur:t .~.1.:. ./~ Lcic :~ ... ·:·: lli:;;_~~~C-.i.~~~:.§. ... --::::> ::; ;.;l.y -~ .. £o rej._g_n 
interests at a fast rate but., ~frican cot:.::.'ltries themselves 

....----.. .... .~~. ..................... ~,. # ··--~--,..·------~q-·-~ ..... -........ ......--.... .. 
are utilisinr~ as li ttl a as 0 o C:L%.. ~!ha ot!ler important energy 

~. ___ ,.. ~ ... ......lolll'l .---.. ... -.. ---

source, Uranium is also being tapped by these foreign intere~tso 
Th,e dangc~ is .obvious that these .po1-1er resour::}es may be exhausted 

by the time African countries need them for ~cheir ov.rn technological 
·advance. ·African countries vTi th ura.rlium deposits should therefore 

not permit exploitation of this reso .. ,:~ . .::-ce by foreign countries. 

It must be .FJ2..t?..d ·that known depo~r:!.~ Eu.~nd America ar~~ 

being cqnse:J;:Y_~ \,rhi~st explq; tation is_g:~e!ttest i-:']:-A:fricjio 

\ 
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There is urgent need for collecting ana disseminating 
I 

inform~tion about the scientific work carried .out in 9.iffer_cnt , 

I 

. \ 

' African states o klready, the OAU/STRC has_ 3 Bureaux which do some 
. docuinen·tation viz; ~nt.·.:r- .fric~n Bul'eau for 1~nimal Roaourcos (IJJ..:\.H) 

in Nn.irobi, Intur-L.fric~1n Burc.;[{u for ·:·:~oils (?,I3) in Bc1nc;u~ atd 
· Iirter-African ·Phytosanitary Council· (Il~SC) in Yaoundeo 

.~ The· OAU could therefore prepared itself in co-operation' 

with the UN.:~sco for the establ~shment of Science and. Technology 

~Libraries and Documentation Centres at· least initially on a regiona 

basis~ 3uch institutions. wo~ld serve as depositories for current 

sciehtific.development throughout the world through acquisition 
.. 

of the right kind of international journalso 

There is ,need for the establis_hment of Re·search Notes, 

and Records c9vering all the fields of science and technology on 
• I • ' 

thG -research results done by African scienti:Lic .. Norkers '''hich could 

be circulated among scientific establishments and institutions. 

Regional _q_c_.:.J.t:r~9J3. for Advanced ·Training ~ng Research 

The ~·-~x~cutive SGcrctariat has reported at the .. last 
. . 

(1 -··. ~ vo:":)a..:.r..e 

·me~ting that comprehensive proposals are already on hari.d for the 

estab'lishL'lGnt of. one. of the cen~res Of• advanced research and 

training reconooended by the CSAo The Couricil of Ministers of the 
\ 

OAU has .CJ.]?provecl. the establishment of the centre for advanced tr2.in·· 

ing and research on ~arth Sciences since 19?2. 

The project which is a pilot· scheme in the establishment 

-.of·a chain of 10 centres for advanced training and research in 

· Africa. is eJ:pected to supplement· the effo17ts of. member sta.'tes-. to 

tr~in hig];lly skilled scientific pe~sonnel for '·various nationt:~:l 
services as a part of the development effort of each.st~te~ _It 

is also 8}~ected to suppl8ment and .support through research and 

deve1opment, the effort of member states to achieve acce,lerated · 
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development aimed at higher living standard of their citizens. 
The list of the 10 centres,approved at the t1me enunciate:-

i) 

ii) 
iii) 

j_v )' 

v) 

vi) 
vii), 

viii) 

.. ,..) .... 

~ ' f ' 

~ / . 
~arth Sciences (including geology, g~ophysics, 
i!lineralogy, etc o) 
Applied Science and Engineering; 
Food Science and Technology; 

viater Resource.s, Planning and. Development; 
Harine 3cience and Technology; 
Human Nedicine and I)harmacoiogy; 
Veterinary 3cience; 
Oli~atology and Mete~rology; ' 

Basic Sciences (Physics, Chemistry, Biology, 
a?d Mathematics) and 
Social Sciences (documentation, teachtng' 
e.nd research) o 

T:1e estimated cost of the project at.· the time the proposals 
were approved was about 4 million US dollarso Of this, the host 
country, I~onya.was-expected ·to· donane land and a· cash stim·or 
one million US dollarso 

Unfortunately,. not much has been done by way of actually 
establi3hine; the centre since the proposals were approvedo · It 
might be necessary at this m~eting that concrete proposals be " 
made to ~nable tb.is project to take off the groundo 

, One proposal that come readily to mind is that the 
Council of Ninisters might empo\·Jer the Administrative Secreta~"'.Y­
General of the OAU to·encourage the deyelopment of some existing 
University o'r. Institutions of H_igher learning in OAU states ./t.;rhere 

any of the discipl~nes outlines above are ~t present being run to 
assist such i~stitutions to be developed into regiona~ centreso 

Such centres vlill cater for students fro:rp. other African states 
under an OAU or UN Fellowship to be arranged by the Executive 
Secretariat fer Science anC: Technolor;yo In this ·way, the OAU 

vlill get around the prohibitive cost of establishing new.cehtres 
de novoo 
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I 

The ~2xecutive ·-.secrotariat is at pre~ent running Laboratory 

and fielc1 \ Co\-n:-ses on this ·principle in Cairo, i~gypt, Ibadan, 
', 

' Nigeria onc"1." Nairob-i, Kenyao -~imi) .. ar courses are planned v.ncler 

the 9AU jointly \;'Ji th -:;/HO and FAO ·on trypanosomiasis. research anc1 

control is ~cheduled for Bobodioulisso in Upper Voltao 

' ' The main objective is to ensure an overall improvement 

in traininc ~o manpower development because sho~tage of personnel 

at all levels has become one of the most important constraints 
"'· in the execution of e_co~omi~ development; programme of most OAU 

, ·stateso 

Iri the paBt decade, 1the ixecuti ve Secretariat has trained 

well ovor 700 persons under differen.t training courses in- several 

·dlSCiplines by 2DCOUraging memeer states with some facilitiGS to 

i.mprove on these in the_ interest of Inter-.1~ .. frican co-operation~ 

The Secretariat is happy to report ~hat all OA~ states witn·some 

facilities have responded favourably to the Executive '3ecretariat-1 

appeal ?n t~is issuea Council might-wish to agre~ to recommend 

this approach to assist manpov.rcr development 0 
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The 4 technical bureaux of the Executive Secretariat at 
present are tB.A.R, BIS, '.I.i\PSC a:p.d the Publications Bureau., 
However, the panel on c:·~ilding research and technology has 
recommended that in the inter~st of inter~African co-operation 
a buildin~ research and building technol.ogy bureau be established. 
Similarly, the. -symposium on. Cartogr~phic Services and· the Training 

' of Cartor:;ra:phic personnel also suggested that the: OAU 'should hav.e 
attached to the· Executive Sceretariat a Bureau to. take care of 
cartographic matters in Africa, particularly in yiew·pf the .present 
tendency the whole world over to improve on the sophisticated 

\ 

equipment being ~sed for cartography,,maps and surveys. 

The Publications Bureau is now fUnctioning ·Nithin the 
~xecutive Secretariat in~agcs and this has accentuated the problem 

,· of develO}?inr:; it .into n documentation centre as recommende,d by 
the CSA., 1·7hile 'the e:::ieting bureaux do some· documentation, it is 

' ~ • I 

extremely important to note thr-\.t shortage of data is one of the 
problems confronted by plaru1ers in ·Africaa Improvement of docu-
mentation services is· .t:h·:;~·e: :,-, .. (, ___ ;___-_','~; gz~a:::y desideratum to the 
Ex~cutive Becretariato · 

INTER-AFRICAl\J :i?HYTOSANITA}lY COt!NCIL (I_APBC).. is based iP:J?.:¥:~o:L'\;i1.de 

R~public o_f C.e.meroon, its .functions are:-
,. 

To assist Hember States to 

a) prevent the introduction of diseases, insect pests, 
~d other. enemies of plants into any part of Africa; 

b) eradicate or control them, so far as they are present 
in the area; , 

c) prevent their spreadv 
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The. 3cientific :Secretary (or his assistant) makes periodic 
·visi t·s to member countries to discuss with Gbvernment experts 
the problems and difficulties faced in plant protection matters• 

He distributes to· Member Governments ~ocuments, circulars 
and information sheets de~ling with all-aspects of phytosanita­
t:lon; ioG-o legislation, geographical distribution of pests, 
diseas·es, · noxious weeds and ·their host plants, the dangers \vhich 
would occur if such pests, di'seases and npxious weeds not 
present in Africa \vere- to be introduced by various me_ans, 
education of travellers in phytosanitary risks, organization 
of ,plant protection services, establishment of plant quarantine 
stations, training of phytosanitary personnel etco 

He also maintains close liaison with other internationa~ · 
organizations int~reste~ in plant_protection and organises meetin 
on these 'subjects. 

The Scientific ;'3ec.retary of the IAPSC is also. in charge 
Qf JP.29 ioeo the establishment of Plant Qu~rantine Centres 
and Training of Phytosanitary Inspecto~so 

The mc~ting of Inter-African Phytosanitary Oouncil held 
in Blantyre, Nalawi in 1973 recommended that this branch of 
the· activities ~f the OAU be expanded to cope· with increasing 
deriuinci. for services by I1ember States" To this end, it 
Recommends:-
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i) setting·up of.ad hoc bodies including a Panel 
of ;Jcientific Consultants and a Permanent Executive 
Comrnittt?e; 

ii)· establishment of_good documentation centres in 
member countriesr and also at the IAPSC Secret·ariat 

. in Yaou~de; 

iii) improv~ng the Phy~osanitary scientific jo~rnal,to 

keep member c,overnments in£:orm.ed about pest. and 
ci.isoase situations in ,Africa~ and around the world; 

. /' '. 

iv . re-organizing· the I.APSC so as to encompass most. 
of the 'plant protection activities on the continent; and 

I . 

v) to strengthen the . Secretari.at personnel by employing 
an additional Assistant Scientific :3ecretaryo 

It is· hoped that Council will agree to the proposals for 
expansion so that this arm of the OAU might fulfil its task, 
more effectivelyo 

INTER-AFRIC!iN SOILS BUR~AU (BIS) is based in Bangui, Central 
African Republic.· Its functions are:-

-

to maintain close _contact vii th organizations~ services 
. . 

and persons concerned with conservation and utilization 
of soils in Africa· ~n~ .out~ide Africao. 

to mainta1n an ~p-t~-date specialist libra~; 
\ 

to .provide an information service on general and specific 
.·subjects; 

( 

to provide up-to-date lists of specialists working in 
The Director or his Deputy makes periodic visits "to m9mbor 
countries and participates in mt3etings dealinr~ 'tvi th soil · 
science and agronomy in Africa and elsewhe~o; 
Close contact .. is. maintained with organizations, ocrvico· ·and 
persons concerned with conservation and utiliz·ntion· of 

soils in Africa; and outoide Africa·; · 

I • 
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The maintenance and constant improvement of spec~alised 
Libraryo At the present.day (1976) it includes 4,000 
·books, 10,000, pamphlets and 614 periodicals; 

~ The reception and system~tic examination of ~14 
pedological anCl agronomic periodicals ;which provide 

, I 

the material for a documentary~index in which index 
cards are class-ified by author and by subject 
according to a very detailed scientific plan~ This: 
enables the rapid.selection of index cards relating to 
particular subjects; 

. \. 

The compilation and diffusion ~~ bibliographies on 
sp~cialized subjects as requestedo The range of 
these bi b1iographies is V8ry vli:de; basic· 
bibliographies for specific missions or research, 
.lists of literature· on very specific s-ubjects~ dra'f~Ting 

~up of basic lists of. works for the estab~ishment of 
a library etco 

~he selection and forwarding of bibliographic index 

card.s concerning scientific questions followed up 
by the BIS at th~ request co~respondents; 

The publication·, three times a year of the periodical 
·tr-African·.Bqils" which contains original contribution_s; 

The publication of a "Quarterly Analytical Bulletin" 
4 times every year drawing t~e attention of persons or 
organizations interested in soil science in general 
and conservation and utilisation of soils in particular 

. 
r 

to 120 - 150 analysis of so~e of the most important articles 
dealing with .this subject;' 

and- The.~ureau keeps a list ~f the soil specialists working 
in Africa and also receives ·the annual. reports as well as 
the ,;eports of proj.ects ·from res'earch ·_$_t~ti.ons .and 'centres 
working in its scientific fieldo 
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· INTER-AFRICAN BUREAU ]lOE ANIMAL R"E:·.JOURCES (IBAR) is based 

in Nairobi-, Kenyao Its fun.ctions are::-

le to establish. and maintain a uniform procedure for 
co.llecting animal disease statistics from MembE?r 
~overnment.showing:-:-' 

a) 
. . 

the technical and economic aspects of the .. 
·contagious diseases o'f animals and any <?ther 
·diseases which may threaten the domestic 
li ve'stock of Africa; 

I 

\ 

outbreaks of those diseases and their development; 

methods of control and prophylaxy; 
\ 

research work in progress_ on these diseases.. 

2o to establish ·an-information and documentation centre 
for the· up-to-dat-e C:ist:ribution of .information;' 

3-- . 'to assist member states in maintaining follow-up 
measures at the end of. each Phase of the Rinderpest 
Campaign a 

4. to encourage. animal produ.ction and improveinent of 
livestock industries in 11cmberStates. 

The Director and l:;tis officers visit member countries _and 
partic-ipate in meetings in Africa and else"tvhere·' vJhich· deal· with 

. ' 

the problem of animal health ·and productiono Th~ bure~u maintai~s 

·close relations with inte(rnational bodies concerned with similar 
·· problems like the 0 o IoEo,. FAO, \.JHO, and others o. A member of 



( 

CM/ 1)_C(t( XXIX) 
Annex III· 

Page 25 

its staff participated in a recent Livestock Development Study 
of parts of Africao 

The Bureau publishes 1 The Bulletin of Epizootic Dise·ases 

of Africa 1 quarterly o. 'This deals with . the aspects pf ........ .. 
veterinarJr science of particular importance to Africao It also 
distributes ·a monthly and-quarterly 'Summary of outbreaks of 
animals di'seases' on twenty eight selected diseas~s of special. 
·interest, based on information suppl~ed by the veterinary 
services of Member Governme~tso From the informat~on _supplie~, 
/geographical distribu~ion maps are also compiled and published. 
The IBAR bulletin p.ow has an Editorial -B·oardo·. It is also being 
suggested ·to change its citle~ .Abstracts are. made from the 

;world veterinary literature and the annual report of veterinary 
~ . . \ ' ' ' 

departments in Africa for distribut;Lono-.. Informa~ion leaflets 
on a r~reat variety of subjects of general veterinary interests 
are prep.arcd for distribution to field officers to whom such 
i.n.formation .\vould not otherwise be readily available o Both the 

- \ "' . 

·IB1U1 Bulletin and information Leaflets are now printed and publishe 
in Nairobi o 

/ 

A vory important function of the Bureau is thG organization 
of traininG courses and ~eminars on subjects suggested wit;hin.its 
area. of competence o · The Director of IB~ is also the Secretary 
of the ISCTRC and International Co~ordinator JPo28o 

. PUBLICATION:3 BUREAU: 

The Publications bureau a·istributes .the various documenta-
/ I 

tions issued by· all organs o.f the STRCo 
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