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At the Thirty-£i£th Council of Ministers meeting in Addis Ababa 

in.February 1981, the Chairman 0£ the Committee of 19, the Foreign 

Minister 0£ Togo reported on his.~issions to Angola, to the 
., ··-·· i' ~-. • • 

· · ·scamd·inavian countries, as well as;.. to the headquarters of several 
.~. ·:·~~ht">·;·~.0..-4,.. ! - ""':"' 

specialised ag~i::'re·M "dfl .til'il~Uni ted Nations. 
' ... It. 1,~ • .t,:· • ·1 

F.ollowing these reports .. 'tii'& Counci;J,. of Ministers decided 
..,,. ... ~, ........ • .. • . ,, 7 

that an OAU mission sbould visit and have discussion 'an ·the .. s_outhern ; .. 's; 
. -- -~-~~ .. :.:.._;j,: .. :.:..:?t 

A£rican issues: Namibia and the Frontline States with six Western · -·"'10 
countries of U.S.A., Canada, Great Britain, France, Federal Republic 

of Germany and Italy. 

The Togolese Minister1 H.E. Anani Akalcpo-Ahianyo was 

accompanied £or the North American Mission by the Ambassador and 

Permanent Representative of Angola to the UN, H.E. Elisio de Figueiredo; 

the Sierra Leone Charge. d •.Af~i:drs in Washington, D.C, 1 M, Ahmed 

Sarey.:.Wurie and the'OAU: Executi\re. Secretary to the UN, Mr. Oumarou G, 

Youssou£ou. 

The OAU d"llcgation, in European countries, was also under the 

, chairmanship of the Togolese Foreign Minister, and was composed as 

follows: 

: .. ........ ~. 

H,E. Louis de ALMEIDA', Ambassador of t;i;igola to France 

H,E, Omar M. MUNTASSER, Executive Secretary, OAU, Geneva 

OAU MISSION TO WES.TERN COUNTRIES 
i '. 

-·r;:·•>-t----~~, 
,, .. .. , 

i. u ~ s·:n~~4 ~,;_, ~ . .:: 
. . ;{,(~I' ' ' '.« 

The United States was' ~lie' 1first country to be visited £ollowed 
,. 

by Canada and then Europe, : ,..,. ' 
-.. • ' • 'i 

The group had a short meeting 
~ -,. .. . .! i.r;~ 

at the Embassy of Togo whcre··tlieY.;;\I 

were brie£ed on the mission by the Foreign Minister of Togo, 

At the State Department, the mission was received by the third 

ranking o£ficial, in the Department, Mr. Stoessel, Under Secretary 0£ 

State for Political Affairs, assisted by Dr. Chester Crocker, Assistant 

Secretary 0£ State for Africa. 

.~ 
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. ' ... '' ..: ........ ..:, 
.;., .. ,•' 

. ' ' " 

.After. a brief,. welc.oming address· by :Ambassador SJ:~.e~~eJ;·i-<the·':'' '· 

Foreign Minister took the floor. and· made. the- folrowing poin~s_: 
.. ' . . ' . .. .. - . 

, .... The.Pili .1ni·li.;iiort' intend.cc! to discus~·united· States 

southci'.~ A:;;,ic~-'i>a1ic'Y.. 'Afrida feels that'.' rt is;'in~ the i~terest' of 

.' '' 

ALL that .. a quick· -so1u1:ion ·0£ ·thq N~i~-iari ·p~r6b1em·:·S-hould be: £oun.d. · · 

G:J•H1J:er< s~uth' t,£r:i~a br~ke, u~ ·~he', Gen.;,.(,,;_ Talk~ ··.on Namibia', Af~ica · ._:,_:_:. 

wculd>:[.ik'e'· to"exchange views. with the Vestei-n Gei.ci~i;:{'e-~:-~c;.1;.irw:• be·st,;?. 

t'"2'N>suiliEi~ tMsi<i::t'a.ii~ii.--.:oD,1~0knp!~n' ~i;:Re_;~i~ ti~n. ~35., •·· 

• 

_._.... ··. :-·:-_::·-:·:. ' . ' ·. ·· ... ·_: ___ -'. -· ... :.;·;~.···!··· .·• , ... \ ~- .t",1:,.'. •. 

,_,_).'ire .Ministpr, bel~~ve<;J. that'sanc~ion~ .w~re ·among .... tlfo;;factqr9,~.~·" 
which could help in solving .lhq'.•prbblem ot. :Namibiµ a'ld -s~tr,ongly· c'•f. ~~-~· ,, 

belie;',Sd, that .th;.:s~~l-io~~ ap;l~ed to Rh~~~s·i~ play.ec;l a role'•·ii1 ;;;.:;:~-;~; { 

solvin'g the Rhodesian problem, .. ~.'.•'" •;f•;r7:rr:i;r':':) 
. ·~' ' . 

. -,, '=lr . - " ... . _, . ,._. '. . ,,·-.r.::\'.i.~""' .. -
The: M~nister· regre'ttcd that South Africa, lias succ·ec\ded 'in 

blocking -all attempts :for·' Namibia I S''indf;pend~nce; ·wherc<ls' all' thcl ' '.:·· - ' . . . :'.'.:. 

::ither former Germun·c:o10nies of 'similar status have 'since.bec;ome· 

independent. ' . ~ -. '. .. " '' .· . 

"I:lle South' African. raids against 'tl'le' 'horth~e Stale~'.,'. 
have now .forced tho.se. nati9ns .. inti:> heavy .expenses for defence ··· · 

whereas they ;b~r:i ~i~u1a'~i'ath~r- i'h~c;~·~-" :Gl'"i:he development o.f their 

nations. ' - ' 
h ~-· .... ..· ..... ~ ' 

···.; ' '.' 

He exprt;ssed appreciati.on for the posi t~ve .role p}.ayed 

by th,~ United States in the: S<l;l,:i,sbury i?lvt;sto)'.'s conferenc;:e. 

where the Unit~d , ?.tates piqdf]~S pe;ved. the w°ay for. a ~maj?r world . . ·.; 

commitment to invc;~t in Zimbal;>we •. 

. In ,thi:;_·c;onte.xt o,J; Southern, Afr.ican ·i_s,&ues, the ·Minis'.ter 

felt that ):he .time.hil,s come for.\he United· Sta't;es··to extend.'.·.· -. : . - . 

recognition to the Angola Government, This 1-aclc of recogn:i:tibn 

creates a ~ituation which is not conducive to good relation. 

Under Secretary Stoessel responded that the United 

States Government shares the concern and anxiety of Africa for a 

quick political solution in Namibia because tJ;ie .United States feel.s 

that it is also.'in its 'interest that such a solU:t'ion be found. 

... ~ 
·' 

.. , : ' 

... .;:, 

\ 
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Unitec':. States continues 11ith the visit of Dr, Crocker in 
ilf!'ica to e:tplore for w<iyo ,co renew the lfomibi<in Talks with the 
Western Five• The Foreicn Ministe•· of South Africa was due in 
\'lasi'lincton tiLe it1e0Zc ti1.e r.1ission i1es in i/Jasl1incton nnc:, i1.e ~tao to 
be told clearly the Uni;l;eG. Stntes position, Followinc the ooet
incs with hir.1, the Contact Group will r.1eet ncain to try to work 
out <in acceptable solution, The Un.ited St<ites did nQt feel 
t:1at. sanctions l'lould ~c~Jievc ti-~c llntici~atec! positive .. rasuljs 
in llar.1ibin. 

As for ti1e Unit0d States/ lmGola relations, I1r, Stoessel 
folt thi:.t tho presence of Cubnn .troops· r.1dccs it difficult for 
the United Stntos to start normal cliploantic I"'Olationc with 
l:.ncroln~. Ti:lis position was clearly stnted.by Preoic'.0nt Reaenn 
and t1'.ie Secretary of Stnte Hnie. 

Mr, Croc;!cr, when nokoc: if h0 hac.', nnYthiriG t~ acd, e;,pressed 
the view thnt the n.cioe<in 11.c'!ninistr;:ition doec" not intend to 
dGstcb1iZ0 1u-iao1CJ. uncl, one of ·t:1.c renoo_ns for :'liP visit to tr~nt 
country was t 0 pt•ovo ti,is point, , 

!11i-o Stoessel ancl l-1r r Crodkelj', while conc10m1inc; th0 attncks 
on Front-lin0 States by South Africa; wc1•e unnble to cJ=plain in 
reply. to· a · question nokecl by -the clclcca,cion of tfr.ie moan.inc of 
11 ro-cnforcine 43511 • i•pparently no dociSion has yot l~een tnkon 
and clurinG t:]Le tallcs with the S9uth African· 1.1inister' 1 la"ller in 
t'.:ic · t·1eeV;:, ti'lis "t-1ill be cliscuss0cl• 

I.Jr• C1•ocker r.1cn-bioned t:-,e ·concern of Utl:i.tcd £ltatcs for tho 
ainm•ity ricrhts in m.u::ii7)in ..i a ·notion unacceptable to the OAU. 

C 0 N C L U S I 0 N 

The OAU 1;1isoion to the United States cannot be consiclerecl a 
failure but rather n very useful mmrcioc. Africa throuch thiG 
r.tlosion showed its eooclwill nncl dosi1•e fo1• tallm to continue so 
that a Golution coulcl be found. 

·It is clear now that the now United States AdI!rl.nis:br<ition is 
aovinG townrds n synpnthetic nttitudo tmrards Pretoria but it will 
not be correct to consider that they have closed the doors for 
dialoeue with Mi.·ica. At this criticnl tir.io when the Rencran 
li.c'1:1inis'tration is in t120 process· of :forr.1ulatinG a definitive 
African policy, it is ir.ipcrutive for tho OAU to tn.lm very ener
ectic an_cl uncoapror.tlsinc stepo to speed t'i-;o lfor.iibian inclepenclence. 

Tl-ic U. S,.. rnuot TJe r.1ac!c to undel..,stnnC: .ns tI~c r.1iooion clid, in 
no unc~rtwin. tcroa, ti1c.t t.S1G inclci:pcnC.cncc ·of l-Jar.1ibin cei1.llot be 
stopped and thnt for tho ti.I::io beinG, we arc r.101•0 p!'eoccur,>iocl by 
tI"l.o rieht of tho aajority in lfor_tlbia. "./Jo can discuss tho se>oo 
called •frieht of t;-w r.iinority11 onc·e justice is done to the 
vnst r.1nj ority. 
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The· talks in Washington with the South African Foreign 

Minister and the United States Secretary of State would be discussed 

later by tHe Five and, it is only after these talks that a clear 

opinion·wili emerge as to how the Namibian Talks would proceed. 

South Afric;,. ad<?ondine. t.o the Co.nadian Mi.11.ister. for External Mfairs 

basically displayed~ bad f'.aith in.-its dealings with the West, but 

may be, there wili be a new start. The outcome Of the talks itl 

Washington will show if, there are any serious basis for negotiations 

with· South' f;frica on the )'lamibian issue. 

. ,,. . .: 
Mr. McGuigan had noticed a shift in the Reagan 

Administration's att_i~ude in _the· past two months. The United States 
.. . '\:,,'' ... 

now .:;'lbOepts the responsibility of finding a 'solution in Namibia. 

. . This. was not the case when. the new Administration first·:. took office • 
: \ ... 

, 
Tlie carmdip.n ll':i:nistcr for El!:torncI Aff::d'rs ·expressed tltc v±o~'i' that 

the key· to 'the Namibian pz;..blem wae overcoming South J,frica' s bad 

faith. He--plans to work closely with the United States so they 

can pressure South i;frica 'into serious n_"gotia tions. 

Conclusion:•. ····-·' ... 

The Canadian posi ti·on is ·very close to the J~frican 

position, It is, therefore, imperative for f,frica to take advantage 

of this positive and progressive attitude of the Canadian Government, 

It is important to point out that not only is the Canadian 

Goverµment· condemning_ apartheid but it works hard to influence 

the United States Government to adopt a~ore positive attitude~ 
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In London, the delegation was met at the Foreign 0ffic'e by 

Mr. ::<icharcl Luce, l·arliamentary Secretary C>f State for Foreign 

~ffairs. hr. Luce was very receptive to the assurance by tho 

]'orei;'n i· inistcr when he sai<i to him th 0 t his prompt roceivinr; 

of t.1.J C .. U Deloe;ation was proof of his fricnd_ship to ;~frica. H.E. 

tha To~olese Forcisn Minister expressed also to him that the 

Unit0d Kin;:c'.om could ulay an important r0le in thq. independence 

of Namibia b3c~use of its pnst role in Zimbabwe which biourht 

th~t country to independence. through free plcctions~ The Minister 

tol:l r1ro Luco that !1frica as a whole was ;~raatly cliso.l?poi!itad. by 

incroasinc; cvic~cncc ·)f hostile polit'ice..l p0si_ti0n taken on 

Namibia. The Q, .• U expected Great Britain to explain t" its 

partners thqt it is not in the intcrcsts of anybndy to delay 

the, independence r;f Namibia, and' t:1&t the ,'.frican countries nee:\ 

t0 mobilise th0ir encr;;y to dGfeat poverty and under"'.development. 

rather than to combat th0ir aggressors. 

The Minister explained to him that the implementation of 

Res0lution . 435 -.hf tne<-si?~uri tf"Gbtmcil. is a very imciortant matter 

as it was end(Jrsod by the ~lorld Communityo Mro Luce F.lnswered by 

sayin~ th~t he was pleaspd to receive the delegation 3nd that he 

hopes to visit ;,fricnn countries qn t Togo soon. He ·said that he 

w:-i.s alsn ;Jr··YLFl of bein;~ n. frianr:1. to i .. frico.., Mr., Luce said tha·t he 

was v0ry much touch0ti by th0 monti..,ninr; o.f the role of his country 

in Zi1abc.bwc "nd he said th.:tt t ,10 United Kine;dom was proud to have 

the BU?port ~f the whole Commonwc:tlth and nf Africa in getting the 

parties t·" rench r:i.n o.greoment.o This, he se.i~l,was an cx.':lmple to be 

follow0d. by all oth·:r. c· •untrics in South0rn ;,frica. Mr. Luco said 
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that although Geneva was disappointing, it made a small step 

forward in the sense that the parties concerned were sittinr; at 

the sam'e C:mference table. He added that South ;,frica ::\t Guneva 

had othar things on its mind and was closely following tho political 

developments which the new i,merican ._dministration would bring 

about. He .~lso s:;.id th'1.t the Foroircn Ministers of the Five 

who met in Rohre on the 3rd May, 1981, to review tho situation in 

Namibia reaffirmed their conviction that only a settlement under 

tne aegis of the United Nations would be acceptnble,to the 

International Community. Thoy also :>.greNl that continued efforts 

should be made to· brinf Namibia to cm. early independence in 

accordance with tho Security· Council's Resolution 435. 

Mr. Luce described this resolution as a solid base from 

which to negotiate ahd tackle the outstanding pro~lams preventing 

an agreement. He .'.1lso S'.1itl. that the F-.reit;n Ministers of the 

Five had committed their Governments·t~ ·v:i:r;orous action in the 

effort to brin•, N·amibia to inclepenr\ence at an early date. Mr
1 

Luce said also th:o.t the .·of.ficials of tlie Five are to meet soon 

in \fashincton to consider principle_s th--t" could be enshrined in 

the future constitution of Namibia and which would guarantee the 

rir;hts of the majority and minority. He said, th.o.t United 

Kingdom has some influence on South .cfrica but th,'.lt wo.s often 

grei:1tly exa~·reratecl, "Our influenc0 .0n South • .frica is not as 

crer-tt o.s you may think", he snid. He, s.'J.id that the Five tor,ether 

can exert some important influence on South ;,frica. He said thnt 

he pledcrecl his country to help .:,fricn but that ther0 must be a will 

shoi,.1n by both sides.. He expr~ssod i:he viow that nt Lancaster House, 

the.:C'e was D. 't1ill.. Unless there is o. will 1 to reach 8.n ~gr-Dement 

we cannot expect results.. "tVe of t110 United I<in::;dom, can 

porsuqde but cannot force.;• On Namibia, the United Kingdom has 

less influence than it ha<\ in Zimbabwe. 
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11 In Zimbabwe, we were a colonial power; on Namibia, we c:.b.n 

r;o on trying with our partners of the Contact Group". He concluded 

by saying that there must be a will on both sides. 

After leaving the Foreign Office, the delegation was taken 

t:o lunch by Mr. J. A. Sankey, Special Coun§ellor for African 

Affairs at the Foreign Office. In addition to the DAU delegation 

at this lunch,. there was Mr. Peter Bottomley, Member of Parliament, 

Mr. Brian Barder 1 Head of Southern Africa Department and Miss Julie 

Ireland of the Central African Department of the Foreign Office. 

During that luncheon, no spe9ific issue was discussed but a mere 

repetition and comment on what.Mr. Luce 1 Junior F~reir;n·M~nister, 

whom the delegation had met a few hours before, had to say. 

All in all, the Delegation made a very good impression in 

the United Kingdom as in other capitals it visited •. They also 

stressed their appreciation of tho efforts the OAU was deploying. 

IV. WEST GERMANY 

In Bonn, the delegation was received for luncheon by Mr. G. 

Van Well 1 Staat Secretariat of tho Wost Germany Foreign Ministry. 

During the iuncheon, Mr. Van Well who had with him high officials 

of the African Department i~ the German Foreign Ministry spoke of 

the attachment of his country to the Security Council's.Resolution 

435 and that that resolution should constitute a basis from which 

to proceed. He so.id that they made clear to the new administration 

in the United States that they would not be happy with an enrich

ment of the resolution or of an o.tteLJpt to giving new interpreta

tions to its operative paragraphs. He said that his Government was 

not very enthusiastic about holding a meetins on Namibia in Geneva 

because they knew that the results of the i\nerican elections would 

strengthen the resolve of South Africa to abort t·hc Conference. 

He also said that his country had learnt to face realities• He 

added that those opposed to SWAPO are afraid that S\r/APO was likely 

to turn against theLJ and that for this reason, an atmosphere of 

e 
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confidence should be created. He said that Zimbambwe was an 
' 

entirely· different thing b·ecause it was under the responsibility 

of Britain. The Namibian. question is the responsibility of the 

United Nations. Mr. Van Hell said, once again, that an. air of 

confidence was of the utmost importance and that he found tho 

stand taken by the Frontline States very encouraging. He said 

once again, "We told the United States that we stand by our 

principles and we cannot change our policy. We want to maintain 

our good reputation in Africa and we hope that. after what 

happened in Geneva, confidence between the parties will grow." 

He said that ,ho had contacts with Namibians of German origin in 

Bonn and that he noted that the people he met wanted to be 

considered Namibians .0 .nd not Germans. What they wanted to hear; 

he said, were guarantees of be.sic principles. There wi.11 be no 

solution without creating confidence. It is the J~fricans and· 

the Namibians who needed guarantees and the reassertion of 

confidence, for the Nami\Jians were always suffering because of 

the nrrognnco of South .h.fricna Time is short and f"'frica 

requested the Federal Republic of Germany 11ncl i.ts friends to 

ask South Africa once more if they arc willing to go ahead with 

the Security Council Resolution 435 as it stands approved by 

the World Community. ;,frica is ri[<;ht in askinr5 for the full 

implementation of Resolution 435. 

In the afternoon the rlele:ation was met by Mr. Gonsher, 

the Foreign Minister of the Federal Hepublic of Ger.many. The 

Hon. Foreign Minister of Togo, introduced the subject with his 

cus;tomary ability· stressiric the f11ct that .. frica wants to solve 

the problem by nee0tiation, by sitting down together, around 

the same Conference table 1 and that ;,frica expected West Germany 

to convince South 1\frica to resume negotiations within the 

framework of thG Resolution 435. Tho Foreign Minister of. West 

Germany expressed his concc.rn over Namibia and also said that· 

when he ·met, with his collea;;ues in Rome ho stressed the fact 

that the Hesolution 435 was the •Jnly solid basis for solution 

of the Namibia guestirm. Mr. Genshor nlso said 
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that Foreign Secretary Haig made clear to Botha that South Africa 

is expected to move and to stop stallins. He said that.the attacks 

on Angola were not acceptable and that his country was not shrinkinc 

from Resolution 435 1 and will continue on this path. He said that 

South Africa by its own obstinacy was not protecting its lonG-term 

interests neither those of the whi.te minority. He added tho:t he 

was not hidine his concern that further delays will make things 

worse. 

About Conrade Sam Nujoma, he said that the Federal Republic 

of Germany had received him officially when he was in Germany 

recently' O:rici he .. was told that the. Federal Republi.c. of Germa,ny.-will .. 

cenerously help independent Namibia and.that they are doinc their 

best to convince all that a solution m)lst be found to this question;, 

He said to the .delee.ation, that Africa .is of t;reat concern to them 

not because they have people of Geraan extraction in Namibia but 

because they feel that Africa is a neishboui;> with whom 'Wost Germany 

can cooperate. "We want to cooperate with Africa and a.solution 

of an independent Namibia is in our interests even if there were 

no Germans in Namibia." He also said t)1.at he wants to talk ac;ain 

with Mr. Nujoma. 

V. ITJ..LY 

From Bonn the deloeation went to Romo whore the Delegation was 

received on Wednesday 20th May, 1981 1 by Mr. J~ristide Gunnella, 

Assistant Foreign Minister and leading member of the Republican 

Party which forms tho pr~AAnt: ~t'."I_,., 1-:i.."blu.:.1 rsuvu.L·ni ng· Italyo The 

' 
,_ 

,."'!---, • 
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Honouro.ble Minister ·of Foreign ,',:ffo.irs of Toc;o told the Italian 
,. 

Minister that It.o.ly, althouc;h not o. member of the Cpntract Group, 

could not be loft out of our fact-findinc; Mission. The Honouraplo 

Hinistcr told him that Italy has a role to play 'in :croatinc; peace 

in Naaibio. because .l.frico. wo.nts to livo in peo.ce and· .devote its 

enere;y to development and tho.t Italy could try to convinc·c ,the. 

Rcc.c;o.n 1~clministration which seems to be hesitatine; about the 

interproto.tiop. of tho Resolution 435, that a solution of tho 

Namibian lfroblem could only be found within tho framework.of 

Resolutio.n 435. The Honouro.ble Minister in his introduction so.id· 

tho.t Nm:Iibio. ho.cl. to be helped in order to ho.ve it o.s a friend. · 

The: Italian. Minister said that ho wo.s very happy to ro·ce1ve tho 

OAU Doloc;o.tion- and that ho felt sure .tho.t Namibian· ind;opend'ence 

wo.s forthcominc; beco.use this is a historical inevitability.: ·He 

said that his Government told Members of the Contact Group that 

South Africa must be forced to accept the Resolution with all 

necessary r;uc..rantceso Ho o.lso said tho.t the new American 

Administro.tion did not yet have o. very clear policy on Africa. 

J.ccordin:.; to him the United States knew that the advice of its 

European fcllics was tu be taken into consideration because a 

proloncation of the drama in Namibia could destabilize the inter

national equilibriun. 111 can confirm to you that we are for tho 

o.pplico.tion of Resolution 435 o.nd I want you to believe that 

Italy will listen co.rofully to now proposals cominc; from tho 

,\fricans or from tho Americans, proposals that will "'ccelerate 

tho process of indepondonce in tho respect of minority riGhts. 

\le want c,lso to be sure that the majority will be capable of . 

pursuins y. policy of economic independence." 



•, 
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From London, the OAU delegation flew to Paris on MQy 

16th where we were supposed to meet a hieh official of the 

Quai d 1 0rsay but, since the presidential elections had just 

taken plci.ce ·,.,nd the ch~.nge in administration was inevitable, 

no hir.h official was available to meet the delegation. Because 

of that the delegation decided to come back to Paris at a later 

staso and proceeded to Bonn. 

The delegation, in Paris, met three officials of the New 

Administration. The First of them w-as 

Secret.'.!ry <of the Socialist Party, who was met by H.E. the Angolan 

Ambassador to France and the To5olese Ambassador to France • .. 
Tho s~ooncl was 11r. Claude· CHEYSSOH, the .tinister for Ex:tornc.l 

iol~tionc who was met by the OAU Delegation's Chairman, the Togolese 

Foreign Minister on May 21st and the third official to be met by 
'' 

the dele0ation was M. SCHEER, Director of Cabinet of H.E. 
" Hr. Claude CHEYSSON, a former French A.mbassaclor to Mozambique. 

The position of the New French 1.dministration towards 

tho Namibian question can be summarized by quotine the statement 

by Lionel JOS<IN before the International Conference on Sactions 

held in •'c.ris, UN'.;SCO, May 20th 1981. 

11La Liberte', les peuples africains savant co qu'il en 

co~te pour la conqu/rir, et je voudrais rendre ici hommage, au 

nom du l'arti Sr,cialiste, ~ to us ceux qui, sur ce c0ntinet ·ant 

comb.'.'.ttu, et o.ujourd 1 hui encore, luttcnt pour elle. 11 

On this African soil, which has already suffered so much, 

ono country, Namibia, C'"">ntinues to be illegally occupied, in 

violation ,,f all the international laws. 
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As regards this territory, the Socialist Party has always 

recongnized the legal authority of the United Nations, and has 

denounced, on several occasions, the obstacles raised by the 

Pretoria regime to thwart Namibia's progress to independence. 

Our party supports Security Council Resolutions 431 2nd 435 which 

outline the plan'£qr·-:the settlement of the Namibian question and 

its modalities of implementation with regard to free elections, 

under UN supervision. It followed with keen attention the 

efforts of the United Nati:'>ns to expedite Namibia's accession 

to independence· as provided for tinder these two resolutions. . .. . . . 

Like o.l·l .of .;you,. .i·t was indignant at the fr.tot that, 
... · 

onoe 1113ain; ·south Africa deems ~t. right t,1 question the impar

tiality of the. UN .,at }he' Gen·eva Confere~ce 1 by thro~in(5 suspicion .. 

on a draft which had, however,._bcen epprJve<). by the five Western 

Countries, · ·cnl-led the "Contact Group". 

·.t· .. · .. 
Tn fact, South J.frica has· '1lwo.ys looked upori Naujibia 

as her fifth province 1 which can neve.r be acceptG_d. 

i-r~.t0ria' s app~oval· for t.he settlement .plan was .thus 

nothing 1;~t ·a· ·,shani IJ,greement', designed to mislead the various 
. ~ ' ··~· 

parties:· c'Oncerned .... · 
., i· 

.. · .. 
. . l~e. J;md at the. ?-pprop'riate time denounce.d South ;,fri~a 1 s 

responsibilit·i~s for the failure of the Ge!leva Ccmference. . .. 

. 

,. 
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\Je n.lso requested that the c'">untrios r.f tho "Contact 

Gr·,up" tn:ke st.ops. t·i onsu.re thcct the Pretoria Government finally 
... h~ ... :: .:.·;; ~ . ;·. J .~ J 

bcccrs responsibility f./·r ·its .•.ccep_tanco ·.f tho principle of tho 

Settlement plan o.doptcd by the Security Council. 

Since the f'1ilure of the· Geneva Conference; the Soci.alist 

p,,,_rty h.'.\s fol·lowcd with unfla3:r,inr(. int'erost iri al'.l the· mensures 

tc.ken for the proposed s.cttlement o , In this resard, n has 'shown . 

p~rticulnr intcres~ in the re~omm~nd,ti6ns:~,.,d~ by the 

co-ordin~ti~g Bureau of the Non-Aligned Countries,, Rt its meeting 

hold in :·,1,;:i.~rs·, l~.st nfontho 

Th0 .. fric·an ;_:ieoplos know at wh"lt price freedom can be . 
. ' ••. , .. ,... I', •: 

achi0v8d, -:md on behalf rf the S<icialist I''.lrty, I crnul.J lik0 to 

pay tribute. to c1.ll those who fou~ht on .this ~rinti1;1_e'!t •, ~nd are 

still fio;htiw~ ,to.d·:ty for this fr•oeclomo 
...... ·.··.:.: '·.~ . 

Mro Chairman, as y'Ju are '1.wnre, n now polit-ical situat·irrn 

h"\s chc.nged in France since the presidential elections of 10 

I May 1981 o 

The Socialist ~arty is at the base of thie changeo 

Vo sh~ll ask the new sovarnment to 1o its possible best 

to ensure thoct Namibia becomes indepcn:\ent under the conditions 

stated in Resolution 4350 In effect, for SociRlists we are, 

thure cnn qe n(1 }1rocrnst·ino.t·inris, no ·tempcirizat ions, :-.nd st ill 

less nltcrn~tivoso 

tJc stronr,lY rc-affir1n tho b<1.sic· ::i:rinci1)le f.6r any 

settlement: 
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"Namibian is illegally occupied; it has the right ta. indepe

ndence, and the Namibians to freedom", 

The.Socialist Party has continued-to .denounce the apartheid 

regime.as one 0£ the greatest injustices 0£ our time. 

It is not only the asgressive policy of the Pretoria Government 

which is questioned, but the very nature 0£ a power based on racism, 

which constitutes a permanent threat to peace and a .£undamental. obstacle 

to the development of the ilfric~ countinent, 

It is £alse and illusory to pretend, as. asserted .by the 

conservative £orces 1 that economic development would bring about 

the gradUc-.1 disintegration 0£ the apartheid system, 

From experiencer it should be observed that this .is not 

true, The ·2undamental characteristics 0£ apartheid persists even 

if it changes in £orm, 

We are all aware that the Socialist Party has always been £a

v.curable t;i °.the application 0£ Sanctions agninst South A£ricn, and 

may I remind you that particularly recommends: 
' 

boycott 0£ all trade with Namibia and in. particular 

t)1e import 0£ uranium, 

decreases in, as soon as technical constrnints allow, 

French imports from South ;,frica, 

Suspension of all public investments and assistance to 

private investments, 



• . ; 
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without ment"oning, of course, a full embargo on 

weapons. But these sanct'ons must go hand-in-hand 

with increased suppprt to the Frontline States 

ser' ously threatene,d .by:_ South fl.fri ca. 

Besides, we would like ,to s.eQ .a leftist go.vernment give 

political and diplomatic support and humanHar'an assistance to 

the refugees. and 'the m,ilit;i.nts ,of. the l.+berat;on .~ovemGnts. ,of .. 
• '··1: ' I ·• ,; l • •' ' I\ ' ..< • ·' ' • 

South Afr! ca and Namjbj a, whi,ch. we. haH here. '.: . :; .... -:.-:.: . . .: .; . 
·.::1 

Hro Chairman,. all the Socialists in this country noteq. .. 

with approval the ,achievement of independenqe;. by tl:).e ·P.f!O.ples 
!. ,; ·". 

of dozamb<que, Angola, Guinea Bisau, Ca;pe, Verde and, very 

recently, of Zimbabweo 

I strongly hope that, in, a near future, .they will be 

rejoicing with you to see ai;i jndependent Namibia fully .. play 

it·~· ';ole for the development of. all the p~oples, o:t;, §ou-ther\l 

Afr' ca 11 o 

GENERAL CONCLUSION: 
, r .: 

'.l'he OAU missjon to the Six Western Countries was very 

successful because it gave the opportunity to info.rm the Western . ; . . . •' . 

Countrie~ of the great conce;rn of.Afric_a.e.b.out the -'.ndependence .. 

of Namibja, and the great concern.of,Afr,~ .. ca towar,ds the Pretor.~a 
''. . ' 

regime's attempt to destabilize the frontline countries, and in 

particular, J.ngolao 
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The unanimity shown at the Security Council by independant 

Africa, with the support of the Non-.'Uigned Movement and freedom loving 

nations all over the world, is.a strong element in favour of the OAU 

demands in international forum on this issue. 

The mission deems it neccssQry fer the DAU Executive Secretaries 

in New York and in Europe _(Geneva .or Brussels), to go·frnm time to time to 

brie'f African' Ambassador:~ _i_n .. ~iashi.ngtcn, . Of;..tcwa, London, Brussels, Pads 

Bonn, Rome; so that African reprqsentati ves in .these vnrious capitals 
M • •I - • 

could be in position \Q explain, tn their local authorities, the /lfdcan 

concern in southern ,~ frican matters. 
. ./ 

It is also very urgent for the other planned missions of the 
. . . . 

committee of 19· try Socialist and /lrab ·,cnuntries to be mRde so as to 

sensitize tho whole world of the concern of Africa regarding the independ

nce of Namibia and the eradication of apartheid in Southern Africa. 

.... - -· .. --···· . ······· - ..... 

It is recalled that tho mission to Socialist Countries is to 

be chaired by Nigioria and the. mission tc visit 1-\rab· Countries is to be 

lead by Sudan. 

The OAU delegation to the western countries would like to thank 

all officials from the Western Six wh~ made it ·.possible for the delega
tion to complete.its mission successfully. 

LOME June 1981 

• 
... 
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