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Mr. Chairman, 
Your Excellencies Right Honotirable Ministers, 
Distinguished Delegates, 

1. It gives me pleasure, on behalf of the Assistant Secretaries 
General, all the staff members of the. General Secretariat and on my 
own behalf, to welcome you mos~ warmly·to Khartoum and once again 
as you begin your work, to wish you success in your deliberat~ons 
at the 31st Ordinary Session of the Council of· Ministers of the 
Organization of African Unity~ 

2. The times we are living,.make this Khartoilm Conference an 
event of particular intensity; But indeed Khartbum in many ~ays 
embodies the virtues of unity. Over and beyond the history et this 
country and people, the symbol of unity as reflected in the serene 
union of the White Nile and the Blue Nile, the untiring efforts made 
for a harmonious cohabitation of the different elements of the 
population can be a source of inspiration and hope, at a time we 
need all the force of our faith.to reaffirm our aspiration to unity 
·and solidarity. 

Mr. Chairman, 

3. In conformity with .Article .15 of the Rules of Procedure of 
the Council of Ministers and.the pertinent provisions of the Func
tions and Regulations of the GeneTaLSecretariat, the Administrative 
Secretary-General has the honour to submit to the Council, the 
annual report on the activities of the Organization for the period 
covering February to June 1978, as contained in Doeument CM/875(XXXI) 
PART ·II. 

4. This report as usual essentially bears on the activities 
of the Organization in the Administrative and Institutional fields, 
on Economic and Social fields, Co-operation, Education Culture, 
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Health, Science and. Technol~gy as well as activities in the 
Political field and on Decolonisation. 

5. Fer a·comprehensive view of the activities of the Org~ni-
zation and its General Secretariat over the period under review 

I 

it is indispensable to refer, in addition, to the special reports 
that appear as specific items in the Agenda~ 

; 

6. It.so happens that one· of the particularities of the pre
sent session is that it also marks the end of the terms of Office 
f'f the Secretary-General and of his Assistants .• 

1. These circumstances have appeared tf us to be appropriate 
to invite those resp~nsible for the destin~of Africa that you are, 
to make ·an agonising appraisal of the life and activities of the 

.t 
prganization during the last four years~.. · 

~· It is with a view to facilitating such a retrespective 
examination that the Secretariat has prepared ~ument CM/876(XXXI) 
PART I, & II which endeavour to portray a birds eye view on the 
different activities of the Organization over the peri8d July " ' 1974 to July 1978~ This all-embracing summary; naturally, do~~. 

not constitute a point for discussion en the current session of 
the Council of Ministers •. 

9, Before that, however, I must fullfil a duty: that ~f 
informing our Council of the death tf a.staff member of the 
S~cretariat, our brother the late Vincent ACQUAH of Ghanaian 
nationality, and audit'r at. the Exe~tive Secretariat of the 
Liberation Committee in Dar-es-Salaam, w~ departed on the 5th 
~f April 1978. The Sepretariat din its best to prepare and orga
nize with the required dignity, the return of the body to its 
native country. 

, , 
ff , 

' 
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10. On the Administrative and Institutional planes, Mr. Chairman, 
the period under review was dominated by the wor~ of the Committee 
established by the 30th Session of the Council of Ministersj to: 

1~ study and analyse the pertinent reports on the Struc
tural Reform of the General Secretariat of the OAU, · 
and 

2. to make recommendations to the 31st Ordinary Session 
of the Council of Ministers bearing in mind the obser
vations of Member States, the Administrative General 
Secretariat and the usual practice in International 
Organizatiops in this field. Th~ Committee~ composed 
of Cameroon, Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana. Guinea, 
Libya, Mozambique, Nigeria, Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, 
Zaire, and Zambia, met in April and May at the General 
Secretariat. 

A separate Report covers the results of its delibe~ations. 

11, The observation we should like to make without making a 
judgment on the substance of the Report which will ~e submitted to 
you, is that the delibarations took place in a context that enabled 
the representatives of Member States of the Committee to redraft 
the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee on Structural Reform. 

12. The conclusions. of the Committee's work were 
cated to Member States before the end of May 1978 as 
in Resolution CM/Res.607(XXX), since the work proved 
more complex than expected. Infact the Ccmmittee had 
its discussions here in Khartoum. 

/ 

not communi
re commended 
to be much 
to continue 

I 
~ 

13. This however, ~~0uld not be a pretext for postponing oiae 
again the consideJ?aii~n of the doctiment. 
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14. The Staff Rules and Regulations and the Financial Regulations 
could, in our opinion, be adopted without any major difficulties. 

actual 
15. Regarding the/Organizational Chart of the General Secretariat 
it may not be impossible to simply adopt the Committee's proposals 
which can only be finally approved after their financial implications 
are clearly established. These implications can only be assessed 
after consideration of the Report of the United Nations expert 
requested by the Committee to carry out a study on job evaluation 
and classification. 

16. Naturally, regarding all that affects the revision of cer-
tain provisions of the Charter, logic would have it that these 
questions be submitted for consideration to the Assembly of Heads 
of State and Government. 

17. The question is whether the Fifteenth Assembly can make a 
decision on these proposals or whether one would have to abide by 
the letter of Article 33 of the Charter which provides for a period 
of one year following the deposit of the draft amendments. 

18. Moreover, it so happens that a Member State has formally 
requested the inclusion in the Agenda of the Assembly of Heads of 
State of certain items on amendment to the Charter. 

19. We should also like to draw the Council's attention to 
Resolution CM/Res.604(XXX) on arrears·of contribution. It is to 
be hoped that in the course of its session, the Council will be 
able to examine closely this situation which, if allowed to persist, 
will impair the smooth running of our bodies and will draw up concrete 
proposals for consideration by the Heads of State. 



CM/875(XXXI)PART I
Page 5 

20. We wish to point out however, that inspite of the difficul-
ties in collecting contributions, we have been able to partly honour 
the pledge made .at the 29th session to render financial assistance 
to the young Republic of Djibouti. 

21.. Ment'ion should also be made of the act-ion taken by ·the 
African Ambassadors acredited to Brussels for our Meetings to issue 
directives on the negotiations relating to the renewal of the EEC/ 
ACP Convention. An item has been included in the Age~da to that 
effect and.a representative of the Group has been invited to speak 
on the issue. Furthermore, the African Ambassadors have called on 
the Secretariat to consider setting up a machinery to co-ordinate 
the action of the .African Group in Brussels., 

Mr. Chairman, 

22 .• , Our activities in the economic, social., cultural and sci~nti-
fic fields followed the same customary and functional directions, 
which are: 

·- firstly the most active participation possible in meetings 
debating questions relating to economic, social., cultural 
and scientific development, that is within the framework 
of international co-operation in general. This has been 
done with the constant concern of contributing to the 
co-ordination and the ha~monisation of work of the African 
Group in the various spcialized Agencies. 

~3~ In this context ncte should be taken of our participation 
in the Seventh Session of the Third United Nations Conference on 
the Law of the Sea.. It should be indicated here that apart from 
the fact that this Conference achieved no supstantial progress, 
African countries have not shown a spirit of cohesion which could 
have prevented the rich countries from snatching concessions, to 
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the detriment of the developing countries•* It has therefore become 
essential for our Organization to take a clear-cut decision on the 
Addis Ababa Decla~ation concerning the African stand on the Law of 
the Sea, Indeed this Declaration today is apparently being given 
conflicting interpretations by African delegations. 

I 

24. We also participated in the Meeting of the ECA Council and 
the Executive Committee for the establishment of an African Regional 
Centre for Technology (Arusha, Tanzania Sth to 12th May 1978). 

25. The Committee among other things expressed the wish that 
the·OAU Council of Ministers would envisage making financial contri~ 
butions to the Centre to enable it accomplish its programme of 
activities. 

26. It is important to note that the Arusha Meeting was unable 
to resolve tha delicate issues of the Seat of the Centre and the 
appointment of the First Executive Director of that Institution. 
To this effect another meeting is expected to be held in Addis Ababa 
at the end of September. 

27. · Finally, we should like to mention our participation in 
the meeting organised by the ECA in Addis Ababa on 21 and ~2 March 
1978 on World Strategy for the Implementation of the United Nations 
Transport and Communications Decade for Africa, and in the First 
Conference of the Labour Ministers of the Non-aligned and other 
developing countries on employment and Human Resources (Tunis 
24 - 26 April 1978). 

28. It appears appropriate to draw the attention of the Council 

.... 

to the forthcoming United Nations Conference in Technical ·cooperation 
.Aniong ieveloping Countries scheduled to take place in Buenos Aires 
(Argentina) from 30 August to 12 September 1978. Inspite of the 
relatively short period of time left before this meeting, it would 
no doubt, be relevant to suggest measures for effective action by 



CM/875(XXX!)PART I 
Page 7 · 

OAU Member States. A preparatory meeting could be ·envisated to 
that end~ 

29. Apart from our participation in international conferences~ 
we ourselves organised a series of meetings, the most significant 
being the following: 

1. The 3rd Session of the Af~ican Labour Commission 
(Tunis 18 - 22 April 1978), 

2. The Meeting of the Co-ordinating Committee of the 
Pan African Telecommunications Network on 21 and 22 
March 1978, 

3. The Conference of Donors organised by the OAU and the 
African Civil Aviation Commission in Geneva from 31 
May to 2 June 1978, to raise funds to finance. the ' 
multinational Civil Aviation Training Centres, i.e. 
the two Pilot Training Centres in Franceville (Gabon) 
and Addis Ababa (Ethiopia), and the ASECNA Meteoro
logical Centre in Niamey. 
We must here pay tribute to the UNDP and the Interna
tional Civil Aviation Organization for the positive 
roles they have played. The efforts deployed by these 
two Institutions were undoubtedly the guarantees for 
the success of the Donors Conference; 

4. The meeting in Banjul (the Gambia) in March 1978 which 
made it possible to define the guidelines for action 
in favour of countries affected by drought and other 
natural disapters, within the limits of the modest 
resources that we can master 

30. I followed with particular vigilance the implementation 
of.Resolution CM/616(XXX) on Drought and Natural Disasters. RepJPe.
sentations to the League of Arab States and BADEA resulted in the 
mobilization of $15 million from FASA for assistance to drought 
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stricken countries. Furthermor·e, representations made to FAO led 
to the organization of an OAU/B.A.DEA/CILSS/FAO Meeting in Rome from 
20 to 22 Ju.'1e •. 

31. The Report of the meeting is submitted as an.addendum to 
Document CM/894(XXXI) ... It must beunderli~ed however, that the 
implementation of the ·conclusions of this technical meeting is more 
or less tied to the decision of the beneficiary States as to the 
observance of the regulations governing F.A.S.A., and to the capacity 
of this Fund to give sustenan~e to em~rgency ~ituations such as 
Drought and Natural Calamities. Consultations with the BADEA autho
rities are being held on this matter. 

5. The 3rd Session of the Standing Commission in Afro
Arab Co-operation was· held in Niamey (Niger from 5 - 7 
June) This meeting was of the opinion that with regard 
to the working group set up solely on the basis of 
appointmenta by countries, it would be advisable in 
future, to call upon experts appointed in~uitu personnae 
and specialized Institutions existing in the African 
and Arab world. 

6. The Meeting.of the Intergovernmental Council for 
Information, held in Kampala in.March_dealt with the 
setting-up and operation of the permanent Secreta~iat. 
Attendance was below expectations and this affected the 
deliberations. 

32. A separate Report describes the problems yet.to be solved. 
The Council is called upon to express its opinion on the nature of 
relations to exist· between the OAU a.nd B()dies created or to be crea-
ted as stages towards the of the Pan-African 
News Agency. 
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33. Meanwhile we must commend the sacrifices made by the 
Government of Uganda to facilitate the commissionning of the Per
manent Secretariat of the Intergovernmental Council for Information. 

34. Similarly, we must express appreciation to the Government 
of Zaire which has made all facilities available for the final 
setting up of the General Secretariat of the Pan-African Telecom
munications Unions. 

35. May I underline that specific items are included in the 
Agenda on most of the activities mentioned above and are dealt with 
in detail in separate Reports~ 

36. . Mr. Chairman 1 now we must turn, not without obvious appre-
hension, to our activities in the political field and on decoloni
sation, 

37. The 31st Session of the Liberation Committee had.already 
afforded m~ the opportunity of addressing myself to these questions. 
In essence, I shall reiterate my postulate. Each moment of our 
struggle bears its own characteristic mark and requires that we 
readapt our strategy, 

38. The time we are passing through today have particular 
characteristics and call for particular vigilance on our part. 

Indeed I have had the opportunity to say so; at a time 
when the process for the total liberation of our continent has gai
ned momentum, when at the same time our countries have acquired 
fresh impetus which is the expression of an irresistible need for 
radical change, the forces of domination are organising themselves 
to maintain their advantages and strengthen their systems of 
exploitation. 
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·,. .,. ... 39,, .· How can we fail to see in all ·this, the manoeuvres of the 

\· .. :eneitl~'s~:"oi:·"·~ .. ~. t.ruly independent. Africa·;· who are spreading their 

'~e~c-~n~~i·e~ ,.t'.~~~~~gh:~iu~ ori~ ·co~tinent' ham_peri~g t'he total liberation 

·of ·Afrlc~'.a~d. l;>loqki~·g i;;he ·advent of a ;new si tuati_on gear~d ··t_qwal;ds 

· .~Pei·:p;~om·o~io,n 1qt.\_~~.rogre_~~; the> only "st.tu~.tio? auc~;pti~ie .. ~·of· .... li1'e
·,~·:·r;ati~g Man. ~rcirri· -~~1·1:., ~h~t: i~ h,ii?. geo-p,6.litI.c~l ·~nv{rd'nril~~t embodies I 

. : c;m: refle.ct·s ... the ·s~;~~els":;·of subjugation.· : ... . !;~~- :r\ ., . ._ .. ~ 
..... i' :' •,.' I .',·I )t) i 

. ". :,-; : ~· ·~ ~ .· 5, . :·; ·:. :_ .. 
·,:'.-; ; . . .:~;;,-;:-:~·~·' .. 

4d~ "We are being dr~wn .aw'8.y f:t'om cur; .p-i~in «~c·ono~·~h: and". our 
attentio·~ ~s bei~ng"_~istr~ct~d :f~o~ ~he .... ffb~~at_i'Ol~ of Southern' ·Africa. 

·.:The. :att~ntion of th~- Intern~tionai Community, which upholds· o'ur 
• .... • • ' i •• 

. ca.u~e .. is being aive~~ted by gro~tesquely d~storting the purpose·· arid..·· · . 
~:oti.vatiol'l:~ 'of. o'1r. ~tru~gl'e ~ . . :· · 

. ; 

i \ ·' . . 

, _41. O:ur ovet'all. security shoul9,. be. ou;r concern" andi'· it. is 
incumbent ·oh··us to ~~·ganise this .. ~·a~ctl.rity through defensive soli-.. . ... ' ~ ·. ~ . . .. 
dar~;~y.., 6t;{;bilateral, sub-regiq~l ·or continental basis: · 

1•· . ' . .. .~ : ' ;, ... 

4,~_.;,, The Defence Commission ::~~ovided f0r in. O)li- Chai-ter Ej~ists 
ahd it is for us to inject new ~ife into it and :J;_ender ~t· more ' 
~perational. 

·.; 

43~ 

pas now beeri chrJstal~ized~ '·· 

44~ In Zimbabwe ·the sinews· 0f the arme9- struggle of the vq.liant 
Freedom Fighters led by the .. Patrioti~. Front.-~has changed the ba~ance 
of. po~er• Whilst accent_uating the st.ruggl.e, the Patriotic ·.Fro'f1t 

has ·observed the political p_ostulate .. a9cor.ding. ,to which in al~· 
confrontation the .:essential thing is to emerge in a position. of 

strength, in order to be~t ~he enemy or arrive at an advantageous 

compromise if negociations there must b~~ 

'i . 

t~ • 

,1· ... ; 
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45.. Having a clear· understanding of the purpose of the struggle, 
which.is the liberation of the people, which precludes any nefarious 
divisions based on inordinate individual ambitionst tribalism or 
regionalism, the Patriotic Front has rightly rejected-negotiated 
settlements that_ are nothing but a surrender that would only 
guanrantee the long-term interests of the colonialist racist mino
rity. 

46. These negotiated solutions, which are mainly illustrated 
by the internal settlement that has been concluded mainly to bring 
the International Community to waive the sanctions imposed on rebel 
Rhodesia, are already showing signs of failure. 

47. The meeting that was held in Dar-es-Salaam from 14 to 15April 
1978 between the representatives of the Patriotic Front and the 
representatives of Great Britain and the United· States considered 
as a repetition of the one that took place in Malta, symbolises 
both the will of the nationalists to negotiate without betraying 
the ethical finality of the liberation struggle, and a demonstration 
of the desire to avoid a situation of a protracted and cruel civil 
was in Zimbabwe. 

48. The Patriotic Front ultimately agreed to negotiate on the 
basis of the Anglo-American proposals which contain positive elements 
that could have opened the door to serious negotiations; they are: 

a) The principle of the total and complete independence 
of Zimbabwe, · 

b) The formation of a democratic Government through 
elections based on universal adult suffrage without 
discrimination whatsoever, 

c) The end of the racist rebel regime, 
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d) The dismantling of the repressive armed forces of the 
racist and illegal niinority regime, 

e) The formation of a national army with the nucleus being 
the nationalist fighters, 

f) The recognition of the responsibilities of the colonial 
. . 

power in the decolonization process symbolised by the 
appointment of a resident British High Commissioner, 

g) The participation of Member States of the United Nations 
including the African Frontline States and all peace
loving States in: 
- the control of the ceaae-five 
- the control of the dismantling of the racist armed 

forces 
- the control of the.democratic conduct of the elections. 

49. After the UN Security Council was informed, the UN Secretary-
General was authorized to appoint a Representative to be associated . 

with the decolonization process. 

50. The ball is henceforth in the court of the rebel regime. 
The historical responsibility of the United Kingdom is once again 
put to the test. 

51. More than ever, our duty,. in the· face of the colonialist 
manoeuvres of Ian Smith, our duty, I repeat, is to adhere to our 
resolutions by reaffirming our support to those who personify the 
hopes of all who do not want to see the Zimbabwe people's aspirations 
to freedom and full and total independence betrayed. 

52. Resolution AHG/Res.84(XIV) ~dopted by the 14th Ordinary 
Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government in Libre
ville takes its full significance in this context. 
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53. In Namibia all the prospects for.peaceful decolonisatio~ 
are far from being marshalled. There too, we can only support the 
realistic approach suggested by the Frontline States,which are 
advocating that we make full use of all the advantages ensuing 
from the efforts of the 5 member countries of the Security Council,: 
whilst intensifying the armed liberation struggle. For here as 
well, we must forestall South African attempts at eliminating SWAPQ 
from the political future of Namibia, SWAPO, at thwarting the deci
sions of the United Nat1ons and coming up with a Rhodesia-style 
internal settlement which would make Namibian independence guarantee 
and perpetuate the positions of the present coloniser., The reports 
which have reached us on the composition of the voting lists by 
the administrative machinery set up.by South Africa on the basis 
of the Turnhale agreement confirm our fears. 

54. We should be gratified by the position of the Interna-
tional Camm.unity as expressed at the UN special Session on Namibia ... ___ . 

We must definitely go further and bring the Security Council to take 
concrete measures to set up an international force able to eventual
ly control the process for the transfer of power to the people of 
Namibia. 

55. In South Africa for as long as Vorster was able to hope 
that Anglo-American mediation in Zimbabwe would finally affect only 
in appearance the present state of things and tide over the crisis 
whilst the basic colonialist and racist positions are maintained in 
Southern Africa, Vorster was willing to play the role of a more or 
less well-intentioned "Mediator" to temper.the intransigence of 
Ian Smith. However, the political awareness of the Black popula
tion in.South Africa itself, the energy and audacity with which 
they demande the suppression of Apartheid, and the ever widespread 
opprobium of world opinion have driven the South Afri~an racists 
to use more rigourous repressive measures to combat any change. 
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The Vorster regime continues to carry out bloody reprisals against 
all Balck Organizations, and its huge machine of repression is 
ruthlessly and shamelessly destroying Black popula~ions, defence
less and unarmed. 

56. So~th Africa has therefore, confirmed her resolve to per
petuate the system of Apartheid, to maintain, by force of arms and 
terror, all of Southern Africa under her domination, and to exercise 
heavy influence over the future development of the relations of 
that part of the world, and thus representing a permanent threat to 
the continued emancipation of independent African countries. The 
aggression against Angola with thousands of casuaities among Nami
bian refugees is a glaring illustration of South African policy 
which has thus uncovered itself~ 

57. South Africa must therefore be fought· with determination, 
both diplomatically and through the intensification of the armed 
action of the Liberation Movements. The latter must enjoy ~11 our 
support and must in turn, for the benef~t of their struggle, be 
able to rise above their contradictions, be able to stay clear of 
the absurd allurement of division in order to present a united 
front for a better fight. 

'Mr. Chairman, 

58. It is obvious that whereas in our determined effort to 
liberate Southern Africa we must increase the means to be put at 
the disposal of Liberation Movements, Freedom Fighte~s and put a 
prem:imn on the cohesion of these r.~ovements and their· Fighters, we 
must also concern ourselves with the security of the neighbouring 
countries. 
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59. On this question, Resolution AHG/Res.SO(XIII) concerning 
the security of the countries in the combat zone of Southern 
Africa constituted a ~ost responsible political commitment. 

60. Whereas.we can commend.the efforts recently made by the 
Committee of Ten, it is however, regrettable that we do not give 
ourselves enough means to honour this commitment. This session of 
our Council should look into this. question and devise the means of 
inqreasing our assistance to the Frontline States who are paying .the 
/p~ice . 
or their militant commitment to the cause of liberation in that last 
stronghold which remains to be liberatea. 

Mr, Chairman1 . 

61. In the present situation prevailing in the Middle East, 
the OAU is .called upon to intensify its action with a view to 
promoting a just, comprehensive and lasting solution based· on the 
complete withdrawal of the Israeli aggressor from a~l the occupied 
territories and on the fullfilment of the legitimate humanitarian 
and political rights of the Palestinian people. 

62. As regards the question of the Canary Islands at the 30th 
and 31st Sessions of the Liberation Committee was the subject of a 
number of recommendations, we may be asked whether these recommen
dations have actually been implemented. 

We must answer that the question is being followed at 
Liberation Committee level with a view to implementing some of 
these recommendations. 

63. Be that as it may, the question of the Canary Islands, jus~ 

as of Reunion is henceforth an occasion for a general war cry on 
the part of States which claim to hav·e legitimate rights over these 
territories. 

~ ·-·---. 
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64. The Secretariat stresses the fact that in the meantime, 
the two Committees entrusted with the task of fact finding, of 
gathering information likely to provide a basis for assessment for 
the consideration of the gee-political character of these two 
Islands, have ·yet to meet. 

Mr. Chairman, 

65. As was recommended.by the Council of Ministers, meeting in 
Tripoli in its 30th Session, a mission led by His Excellency the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Botswana visited Sao Tome. 

66. It ~as difficult. ·'tto organise this mission immediately 
following the ·Tripoli meeting because of the multifarious tasks 
that occupied the Current Chairman of the Council of Ministers 
and his Vice-Chairmen. 

The conclusions of the mission are embodied in Document 
CM/883(XXXI). 

Mr. Chairman, 

67. The Inter-African conflicts for which Ad Hoc Committees 
of Mediation were set up at Libreville during the 14th session of 
the Assembly, were followed. The Chairman of the Committee on the 
Ethiopia/Somalia dispute, His Excelency The Commissioner for Foreign 
Affairs of Nigeria continues to exert efforts at mediating. 

68. We should point out that despite the development of the 
conflict in the field, the two parties showed themselves to be . 
ready to associate themselves with the mediation efforts initiated 
by the Chairman of the Committee. 
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69.. The many initiatives taken outside the Ad Hoc Mediation 
Committee to settle the Chad/Libya dispu~e are an indication that 
the problem is being followed and that the search for an African 
Solution should be resolutely undertaken. 

70. The settlem~nt of the Ethiopia/Sudan dispute following 
the Freetown (Sierra Leone) meeting, gave ue great cause for satis
faction. The two parties have indeed showed their willingness to 
observe the Freetown Recommendations. This has enabled His Excel
lency the President of Sierra Leone and his Minister of Foreign 
Affairs to develop their initiatives leading to the normalisation 
of relations between the two sister countries. 

71 ~. It was in the same context that a second meeting of the 
Ad Hoc Committee of Mediation was convened in Dar-es-Salaam from 
19 to 21 June. 

72. This meeting enabled the Committee to assess the progress 
made on both sides to carry out the Freetown Recommendations, and 
to propose new measures to hasten and consolidate normalisation. 

73. · The Committee among other things, expressed the wish that 
the Joint Commission of the two countries met at ministerial level 
as soon as possible to concretise normalisation and that a meeting 
of the highest level would enhance conditions for such an event. 

74. The constant readiness of President SIAKA STEVENS of 
Sierra Leone to facilitate a meeting at highest level commands 
the greatest tribute. 

75. As regards the organization of the Extraordinary Summit 
on the question of Western Sahara, sustained consultations conduc
ted· by the Current Chairman and the Secretariat have not yet given 
any indicat~on as to the possibility of holding that Summit. 
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76. We mus~ poin~ out in "i·his connection that two Member States 

have asked to place an item relating to this matter on the draft 

Agenda of the Assembly cf Head~ of State and Government which you 

are called upon to consider. 

77. FinalJ,y, re ga.rdi~g the Comoro"s, ·the report on this problem 
I , . 

as contained in Docume;nt: CM/879{X:X:XI~. is obviously overtaken by 

the political events that have taken_place_in that country. The 
' . 

Council should consider the report in this new l~ght. 

78. Mr. Chairman, 
. ! 

. . 
The picture q;:J regards relations between ·African Stat~s 

has not b~_en all ~hat gloomy.- And this is a fact Mr,_ Chairman, on 

which we should con~atulate ·ourselves for this great historical 

.moment has witnesseJ. the. r~so~ding re:conciliation between .three 

bro.th.er States of We st Afr..t.ca. ", 
! 

We. should hail in t.~t context the. remarkable efforts 

exerted PY their excellen?ies1. th~ Presid~nt.s oi Liberia, the Gambia 
and Togo. as well as ~he high political·~onsciousness displayed by 

their Excellencies the Preside~ts. 6~ Ivory Coast. Guinea.and Senegal. 

Indeed Africa can be. 12roud of' lhia his_~orical event~. 
'· . 

. , 

This~ Mr. Chairmp.n, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

constitutes a brief sUTVey of the activi~ies undertaken during the 

pas~ six months. 1 

79. Cul' I:lajoza· .. ooneern, today-as· i:c:. the pasb.lies in being 

able and knowing how to· draw up.on African wisdo~ .. ~ican solida

rity and the awareness of our sense· of'·d~gnity for the necessary 

sustenance to secure -~peace among our· Sta~s •. to _'.oom:ple"te -our 
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liberation process. ·preserve it, strengthen it and, while remaining 
re9eptive to progress, devote ourselves to our ovm·development and 
impress upon the world our positive impact. 

BO. Hence this would require from us the ability to detect 
carefully the complex nature of practical realities in contemporary 
Africa, take stock ourselves of this Africa in its onward march 
and of the march to freedom already covered, We could then co-ordi
nate and harmonize our s~eps on the path that is still to be covered 
and that would constitute the determining factor of our progress in 
this world. a path fraughtwith ~anger since it is beset with pitfalls. 

81. We should organize ours~lves in such manner as would conso-
lidate our hard won independence, to ensure the sound and complete 
development of our freedom so as to be able to face t~e vital 
responsibilities of our times as free men. We should give·evidenee, 
in these difficult circumstances of our aptitude to survive and 
develop, of our aptitude to accomplish the sublime objectives 
enshrined in the Charter of our Organization, in peace. Indeed we 
hope for peace between our States, and invoke it with all fervour, 
for in order to effect a true revival, to recover and realize her 
full identity, in the loftiest sense of the word, Africa hardly 
needs peace. Consequently, we should seek peace and exhort it, 
cultivate it and look for it everywhere." 

82. I cannot conclude, Mr, ChaiEnan, without expressing to 
their Excellencies the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Somalia, of 
Liberia, of Mauritius, of Togo, of Gabon, of Libya who have all 
served as Chairmen of the Council of Ministers, and in general all 
the leaders of African diplomacy.and their collaborators, all the 
African diplomats in Addis Ababa, (a source of support and useful 
consultation's), the gratitude of t~.~~-:t'al Secretariat for the 
encouragement they haye lavish~\:~~ Hivr dtl~ -~piri t of co-operation 

~~~ .. · , .... /· _,, ~.. --
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