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1. ORIGIN OF THE ASSOCIATION 
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The Association of African Trade Promotion Organizations 

.was established at the initiative of the Organization of African Unity 

and the Economic Commission for Africa as a focal point institution for 

the pro~otion of intrcv-African Trade. It was legally in existence since 

January, 1974 when its Constitution was first signed but its effective 

eperation began in July, 1977 with the assumption of office of the first 

Secretary General. The Association is Headquartered in Tangiers, Morocco. 

2. AATPots ACTIVITY DURING THE FIRST YEAR 

During the first year of operation, AATPO's immediate task 

was to get the Secretariat started. 

oruited most of the.key perironnel. 

Accordingly the Association has re­

It has negotiated and signed a head-

quarter's Agreement, and with the courtesy of the Royal Moroccan Govern­

. m'~nt hp..s 0 bt;;i.ined' B.dequat,,r:bffi6i;:_ accomo~:liion:~ .. 

On the more substantial level, with the cooperation of the 

Economic Commission for Africa and the International Trade Centre UNCTAD/ 

GATT, the Association had organized a Semina.r on intra-subregional trade 

for the ~orth African Sul>-region. The Seminar took place last June in 

Tangiers, Morocco. 

For the West African sul>-region, in aocordance with the 

understandi~g reached between the Economic Commission for Africa and the 

Association, the Association has participated as a speaker and as part of 

the Secretaria.t of the ECA sponsored Seminar on sub-regional trade for West 

Africa. For the East and Central African sul>-regions project proposals 

have been submitted to donner countries for financing but no reaction has 

yet been obtained. 
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The Association had also participated, on the invitation 

of the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Sudan, in the sym­

posium of Afro-Arab Trade which was.held conjointly with the Khartoum 

International Trade Fair in January, 1978. Like:w!Lse on the ·inv~.on 

of· the Government of Senegal, tlr<> Association had. takE.m part in the 

Dakar Samin_ar for th.;; S0.0r6'taries G,.ne>ral of Regional and. su·o­

regional Organizations for Economic Co-operation and. Trade Promotion 

officials o.!f itCP countries. Duri-ng-thi s meeting !l.icTPO ha~ b0<;n gi v-en 

a num~er of tasks in the area of intra~African ~rade promotion, 

.3. FUTURE OPERATIONS 

To facilitate i1;s future operation the Association had ob­

tained two consultants from the Internation~l Trade Centre, on the basis 

of the technical assistance. The consultants have re-evaluated the or­

ganizational structure and the programme of worlc and have suggested the 

areas which the Association should stress during the coming few years. 

Accordingly priority consideration will be given by the Association to 

the following activities in the immediate future. 

(a) · Trade Information Service 

The Association is in the process of setting up an effective 

trade information 0entre at its Headquarter. . .. Based on this Centre the 

Association will carry out an extensive trarle information service that will 

endeav~ur to bridge the information gap which now exists and prevents the 

development of intra-African Trade, It will further ~ssist in the Organi­

zation of sub-regional and national trade information centres and will work 

out a system for their cooperation. 

(b) Advisery Service 

The Association will endeavour to assist member states in 

setting up or in strengthening national trade promotion·institutions. It 

will also advise these institutions on new export promotion methods and 

techniques. The institutions will be integrated into network so thc.t they 

can serve on the one hand 1 as a vehicle for the identification of problems 

faced by na.tional export houses and 1 .on the other, as an·,.impleme!nting arm 

of t)le deci.sions of the Association, 
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The Association will endeavour to undertake studies on 

its own or in cooperation with other institutions on important problems 

" relating to intra-A:fr:i.can· trade. Currently the Association is making 

a;rangements with the'ECA for its participation in the trade promotion 

projects for.the North African and the Central A:frican Sub-regions. 

(d). Trade Fair's and Exhibitions 

The Association will take special interest in fairs and 

exhibitions sponsored by member states. · In addition to publicizing the 

calendar of the trade fairs and exhibitions, it will endeavour to·inves­

tigate how these trade fairs and exhibitions .could be used as a more ef­

fective means of promoting intra-African trade. Suggestions on the pro­

·duct whicI, have potent'ial for intra-A:frican trade and which should .. be 

... ' exhibited will be made. 

(e) Seminars and Training Courses 

The Association will endeavour to organize and take part 

in Seminars and training courses on sub.ject.s.• relating, to intra-African 

trade. It will also advise national trade promotion institutions on how 

to arrange training courses on the above subjects and assist.them with 
.. ".-·'',-. 

·. planning and implementation of ~heir training courses. 

4· REQUIRED ASSISTANCE FROM'OAU 

In order to realize the objectives f9;t' wl'\i-chth!3 Assqciation 

has been set up and to enable it to implement its work programme, thE! As­

sociation needs the support and assistance of the Organization of African 

Unity. For the time being 1 the Association requires the ·a·ssistance and 

support of OAU in the following areas. 

(a) Membership 

Out C'f the 49 OAU me.mber states the Association. has .only 25 

signatories~ It· is evi.dent that the Association cannot be an effective 

·.· ;. vehicle for the promoti?n of intra.-Ai'rican. trade if one-half of thE! .member­

ship iif the OAU are 'outside the Associe.tion. We request the OAU to use its 

good office to concienve more OAU member states to join our Association. 
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Out of the 25 signatory states of the Constitution of 

the Association only a handful are regularly paying their contributions 

to the budget of the Association. We have realized the,t our sole effort 

to collect the contributions could not bring the desired result. We 

therefore request 'the OAU to join hands with us in this respect. 

(c) Information 

Signatory states of the Associa·tion are obliged to provide 

to the Association all the necessary information to enable it to discharge 

its responsibilities. During our first year of operation, the reaction 

of member states has not been very encouraging. We also require OAU 1 s 

assistance in this area. 

(d) OAU 1s Political Backin_g 

To obtain financial and technical assistance from donner 

countries and interne:tional institutions for some of its intra-African 

trade development projects, the Associe,tion requires the political,.backing 

of the OAU,. The Association will be appreciative of any assistance that 

could be rendered in this regard• 

On the points enumerated from 4(a) - 4(d) above we feel 

that the OAU can in its thirty-second -session of -the· Council. of. Ministers 

pass an-a:p}lropr:'...ate ·resolution along the lines of Resolution 

CM/Res,4J1.~ (XXlV). 

ilTPO' s Status With the OAU 

It is recallGd that the Association was established at the 

initiation and under the aegis of the Organization of A:frican Unity. But 
( . 

the relation between them has not yet been formalized. We feel that the 

Association should have more intimate relations with "the Q~U and should 

deserve more consideration fro.n the OAU than any other-organiza.tion-.-~ It 

is thetefore suggested that the Associatibn should ·be given the status 

of specialized agency of the OAU. 
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The esilablishment of the Association was initiated at the 

fifth OAU/ECA Joint Meeting on Trade and Development held in Geneva 

in August, 1970 1 which recommended that the· i~frican Trade Centre at 

ECA should assist African countries. in es'cablishing an Association 

of .African Tra.de Promotion Organizations. 

J,fter lengthy consulation between representatives of Member 

States of the OAU and ECJ., and in view of the cardinal importance of 

African self-reliance, the recommendation was endorsed by the Council 

of Ministers of the OAU and the Conference of Ministers of the ECA. 

During the first Symposium on Intra-African Trade held in Nairobi 

at the time of the OAU All Africa Trade Fair. in February-March, 1972 1 a 

preparatory committee was set up, to help realize the establishment of 

the Association, with the following terms of reference: 

(i) To draw up a draft constitution for the Association, 

elabore.ting its aims and objectives, functions, member­

ship, organization and financing; 

(ii) To determine the steps to be taken for setting up the 

Association and making it operative; 

(iii) To obtain support for the Association from national and 

regional organizations concerned with the development of 

trade; 

(iv) To report to the ministerial meetings of ECA and OAU; 

(v) To arrange for the inaugural meeting of the Association 

after consideration of its report by the ministerial 

meetings referred in (iv) above. 
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The Preparat~ry Committee ·met several times. and presented 

the result of its work to the inaugural session of the Association 

of African Trade Promotion Organizations. The constitution of the 

Associa.tion was signed on 18 January, 1974· at the end of the· :1naug&.ral 

session" 

2, Objectives of the Association 

The primary objectives of the Association are to foster contact 

and the regular flow of information and communication between llfrican 

countries in trade ma.tters a.nd to assist in the harmonization of the 

commercial policies of African countries with a view t6 promoting intra-

African trade, The Association is to serve as an instrument for the 

promotion of trade and market and marketing research and to assist 

Member States in identifying expert oriented investments. 

end, the 1..ssociation is ·to perform the following functions: 

To this 

.' 

(i) Assist Member. States in establishing or strengthening 

institutions to serve as focal points whose primary 

responsibility is to promote the expansion and diver­

sification of experts; 

(ii) . Foster the exchange of ideas and experience in connection 

with the promotion of trade in general and of intra-1.frican 

trade in particular; 

(iii) Aa.vise Member States concerning the formulation of policies 

conducive to increased intra-African trade; 

Make recommendations to Member States on various aspects 

of J.frican tre.de; 

(v) Assist in the organization of sub-regional trade informa­

tion documentation centres; 
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(vi) ~rrange contacts and organize meetings for African 

businessmen concerned with intra,-African trade and 

other trade promotion activities; 

(vii-) Perform such other functions as would enable the 

Association to achieve its objectives. 

3. ·Membership of the Association 

Membership of the Association is open to all African States 

which are members of the Organization of African Unity and the United 

Nations Economic Commission for f,frica. [1t present the ;\.ssociation 

has 25 sigi;iatory States. As shown in Appeudix I to this dJooumentJ ap-, .. 

proximately half of the OLU Member States have not signed the !.J,TPO 

Constitution and therefore are not effective members of iiATPO. Reso­

lution. by the Heads of State and Government of the OilU on the Asso­

ciation is attached as Appendix II • 

. 4• Acquisition of Membership 

Membership can be acquired.either by signing the Constitution 

of the ~ssociation at the Headquarters of the Organization of African 

Unity in Addis--11.baba or by depositing an instrument of accession with 

the Administrative Secretary-General of the Organization of lurican 

Unity. 

5. Rights of Member States 

Membership confers on each Member State the right to be re­

presented in the General Assembly of the Association which meets once 

every two years. The General Assembly, among other .things, determines 

the policies of the Association, the contribution of Member States, 

the work programme, the budget, the rules and the general directions 

governing the activities of the J;.ssociv,tion. 

More importantly, Member Ste,te.s haye the right to benefit from 

the studios and advisory services of the Association. 
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Member States are required to cooperate with the Association 

in the achievement of the objectives set forth in the constitution 

of the Association. In particular they are expected to: 

(a) facilitate the collection, exchange and dissemination 

of information. 

(b) submit all necessary reports and. information to the 

competent organs of the Associa.tion. 

(c) make. available training and research facilities on terms 

and conditions. as may from time to time be agreed with the 

competent orge.ns of the As~ociation. 

(d) make available personnel on such conditions as may be agreed 

with the appropriate organ of the Association; and 

(e) pay their annual contribution as assessed by the General 

Assembly and such special contribution as may be determined 

.by the General Assembly. 

7, Contribution of Member States 

As regards Member States contribution to the budget of the l•sso­

ciation, the General J.ssembly of the Association during its first ses­

sion in March-April, 1975 decided to use the system in force at the Or-

ganization of African Unity. Accordingly Member States of the Associa-

tion are assessed proportionately to their scale of contribution to OAU. 

8, The Secretariat of the Association 

The African .Trade Centre of EC/, and the Secretariat of IDAU 

constituted the interim Sec:::-etariat of the l.ssocie.tion, whioh organi-

zed three sessions of the General Assembly. At its first sassion, 

which took place in Tangier, Morocco, the Assembly selected Tangier 

as its permanent headquarters. In addition, it approved the programme 

of work 1 the budget and the rules of procedure of the Association, 

' 
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It also recommended the,t an erlraordinary session of the General 

Assembly shall be convened to elect the Secretary-General of the 

l•ssociation. 

The extraordinary session of the General Assembly was held 

from 27 to 29 October, 1976 but failed to elect a Secretary-General. 

The Secretary-General was elected during the second session of the,'. 

Gerforal Assembly, which took place in Tangier from 25 to 3o'ii?:;:.ii,·· 
1977. The same Assembly elected the second buteau (equivalent t'o 

a board of directors).whose members are from tlie:"following countries: 

President (Nigeria), First Vice-President ·(Libyan Arab Jamahiria) ,· 

Secotld Vice-President (Zambia) 1 Rapporteur '(Zaire). The Secret.~ry­

General assumed his duties on 1 July. 

9. Work Programme and Priorities of the Association 

The work programme drawn up by the interim secretariat was 

approved in 1975 during the first session of the General Assembly. 

Its contents reflect the objectives of the J.ssociation as outlined 

in item No. 2 above, As the Association had no substantive secre- ·" 

tariat, nothing could be done to implement the work programme over 

the past two years; oonsequent·ly 1 it was decided at the seoond 

session of the General Assembly to carry the work programmo approved 

.. 

for the period 1975-1977 over to the period 1977-1979· (See Appe~db: III),' 

With the Skeleton staff now serving at headquarters 1 the Seore­

tary-General had drawn up projects designed to realize the work program-

me as outlined in Appendix II above but reQuires funds to strengthen_ the· 

Seoretariat and implement the projeots. 
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LIST OF SIGNATORY STATES OF THE ASSOCIATION 

OF AFRICAN TrulllE PRO!dOTION ORGANIZATIONS (AATPO) 

(Compi1ed April.30 1 1977) 

COUNTRIES PLENIPOTENTIARIES DATE OF SIGNATURE 

Egypt Nabil Ali Sadek 18 January 1974 
. Ethioi;iia Demeke Zewolde 18 January 1974 

Gabon Louis Laccruche A.libanga 18 January 1974 

Kenya. John Kamau Mocoki 18 January 1974 
Morocco Bouchae.ra Taha.r 18 January 1974 

Rwanda I. Ba.komera Edouard 18 January 1974 

Sudan Mohamed Gsm El Seed 18 January 1974 

Swaziland . SM Kunene 18 January 1974 
Togo Aka.kpo Alexandre 18 January 1974 
Uganda Bogere K, Ssembatya 18 January 1974 
Upper Volta Ouedraoge Nouhoun 18 January 1974 
Zaire Lobota Mpo 18 January 1974 
Zambia Winstqn: K.c. Kamwana 18 January 1974 
Tunisia Beohi Gueblaoui 18 January 1974 
Liberia Charles T.o. King II 29 January 1974 
Ghana Y.Bo Turks on 25 F'l;truary 1974 
Nigeria V.A. Adegoroye 15 October 1974 
Algeria Mohamed-Lamina Allouane 19 November 1976 
Libya Ali Mohamed Immish · 2 January 1976 
Burundi F, Magenge 23 March 1976 
Senegal Latyr Kamara 6 October 1976 
Mali Yaya Bagayoko 26 February 1977 
C.A. Elnpire Marie-Christiane Gbokou 28 February 1977 
Somalia Abdulhamed Ali Yusu:f 28 April 1977 
Cameroun Hadj Mahmcudou H. Dicke 16 Ma,y 1977 
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~OLUTI9N ON THE ASSOCIATION OF AFRIC.llN T!,lADE 

PROMOTION Ql}GilJl!I:(:AT~mrs 

The Conference of Heads of Sta.te and Government of the 

Organization of African Unity in its 13th Ordinary Session held 

" in Port-Louis, Ma'llritius, from 2nd to 5th July, 1976, 

Recalling the resolution CM/Res. 310 (XXI) and CM/Res. 442 
(XXV) of the Council of Ministers of OAU on the Association of African 

Trade Promotion Organizations; 

Having examined the report of the Administrative Secretary­

General on the said Association: 

1. APPROVES the creation of the Association of African·Trade 

Promotion Organizations; 

2. ADOPTS the constitution of the Association; 

3. REg,UESTS member states who have not yet signed the constitution 

of the As:>ocia.tion or who have not yet deposited their instruments 

of ratification·, to do ·so as soon as possible; 

4. INVITES member states to pay their co.nstribution to the biennial. 

budget.of t)'le Association (1975-1976) as well as subsequent 

budgets; 

5. INVITES the Administrative Secretary-General to submit a report 

on the above to the 28th Ordinary Session of the CoUlloil of 

Ministers and to the 14th Session of the Conference of Heads 

of State and Government. 

*As the English version of the Resol.ution m;.s not ava,ilable to 

AATPO this a translation from the French text. 
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WORK PROGRilMME AND PRI9f.ITIES (1977-1979) OF 

THE ASSOCIATION OF AFRICAN TRADE PROMOTION ORGANIZATIONS 

Introduction 

The work programme is dre,wn up in accordance with the functions 

of the Associe,tion as prescribed under its Constitution. The Programme 

folio1.is""the requirements for the orderly development of intra-African 

trade as a main factor in Africa's economic developments. It is'drawn 

up bearing in mind that the basic role of the Association is "to foster 

contact and a regular flow of informe.tion and communication 'between 

African countries in trade matters and to assist in the harmonization 

of the commercial policies of African countries in order to promote 

intra-African trade". 

To this end, the activities of the Association should be closely 

linked with those of the African Trade Centre of the Economic Commission 

for Africa, and those of the Organization of African Unity. 

The programme is drawn up on two-year basis which will conform 

with the meetincs of the General Assembly. Projections have been made 

in some -projects up to a further period of two years, i.e. 1980-1981 to. 

provide a guideline for the future development ·of the Association's acti­

vities. Priorities are determined by the year as years in which the pro­

ject is undertaken. 

Broad Aims and· Objectives 

To assist member countries of the AssociP,tion in the development 

and expansion of intra-African trade. 

To assist member countries in developing an apc,ropriate external 

trade policy. 
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Intrci.-... '..fricc:i.n ?}rnc.1..e Expansion 

~. 1. - Advisory Services 

(-1) To assist member countries in the estetblishm<int of 

national trade promotion ,centres (1977-1979) extended 

to 1981 anc1 to provic1.e these centres with assist11.nce 

during their first years of operation. 

(2) To assist member countries in establishing tro.de links 

between them especially the establishment. of bilateral 

trade agreements (1977-1979) extended to 1981. 

(3) To af,vise member countries on how best intra-•~frioan 

payments arrmigements 02.n serve trade between them 

( ·197141979) extended to 1981. 

(4) To assist members countries in the hc.rmonization of 

commercial policy in intra-ilfrican tre,c"Le. 

(5) To assist in the orgMization of 2ncl to participate 

in trade fdrs ccncc group export activities (especially 

in relation to .oertain com:11od.i ties) e 

(6) To organize businsssmen 1 s missions to the various 

~frican countries. 

2, - Studies 

(1) Study of Llfrican trc:c'e policies with a view to formu­

lating an action procramme for promoting intra-1..frican 

trade ( 1977). 

(2) Study of the establishment ancc working of nati,onal;,.tracle 

promotion centre (1977-1979) and the establishment of 

liaison between these centres. 
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(3) Study of barriers, fiscal, monetary and communications 

restrictions to trade, between member countries· of ·these 

Association (1978). 

(4) Complementary study on product identification for increa­

sing intra-African trade flows (1978) extended to 1981. 

(5') Establishment of an African External .Trade Guid.e, kept 

regularly up-to-dat'e, giving all the necessary information 

on intra-African tra.de (external trade patterns, exchange 

and C'\lstoms controls, ser.vices connected with external 

trade, directory of exporting firms, expor.table products, 

etcooooo)o 

External Trade 

B. 1. Advisory Service~ 

(1) To assist member countries in identifying their external 

needs and in diversifying external trade contacts (1977-1979) 

extended to 1981, 

(2) ·.To assist member countries in establishing priorities in 

externai trade development.(1977-1979) ~xtended to 1981. 

2. Studies 

(1) Study of external flows of member countries to provide new 

guidelines for trade promotion activities (1978::-1980). 

, (2) Study of barriers to external trade of member countries es­

pecially with a view to diversifying their external trade 

relations (1978-1980), 

Conferences, Meetings, Seminars and ~forking Groups 

c. 1. Conferences, Meetings 

(1) Prepa1ation of documentation and servicine of meetincs of 

the General Assembly. 
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(2) Preparation and servicing of sub-regional conferences 

( 1977-1979 ). 

(3) Participation in meetings of ECA of interest to the 

Association (1977-1979)• 

2. Seminars and Working Committees 

( 1 ) Ad-hoc working committee to study the establishment of 

national Associations (1977-1979). 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE J:.?§OCIATIOlJ OF J,FRICMT 

TRADE PROMOTIOIT 

ORGJ~NIZATIOIIB 

TPJJLE OF SUBJECTS 

Establishment of tho Association 

Objectives and Functions 

Membership 

Obligations of member states 

Status, structure and organization of the 

Assooiat ion. 

Facilities, immunities and privileges 

The General Assembly 

Sub-regional Conferences 

The Secretariat 

National' associations 

Amendments 

Suspension, withdrawal, and cessation of 

membership 

Arbitration 

Dissolution of. the Association 

Final Provisions 

. ,. 
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The Governments on whose behalf this Constitution is signed: 

1. Being aware of the significant role that the African trade promotion 

organizations have to play in the economic development of the region; 

2. Having regard to the advantage for the region to be derived from the 

effective and continuous exchange of information and co-ordination 

of activities in the field of trade promotion especially as regards 

intra-African trade; 

3. Recoe;_nizing that the creation of an ·Assoej_ation of African Trade 

P~omotion Organizations for the study, discussion and promotion of 

African trade matters would best serve thesG purposes; 

Have agreed as follows: 

ilRTICLE I 

Establishment of the Association 

1. The Association of African Trade Promotion Orc;anizations (AATPO) 

(hereinafter referred to as "the Association") is hereby established 

and shall operate and be governed according to the \)revisions of this 

cons·oi tut ion, 

2. The Association shall operate under the aegis of the Organization 

of African Unity and the United Nations Economic Commission for 

fl.frioa. 

ilRTICLE II 

Objectives and Functions 

1. The main objectives of the Association shall be to foster contact 

and regular flow, of information and communicaoion between African · 

countries in trade matters and to assist in the harmonization of 

the commercial policies of African countries in order to promote 

intra-african trade, 
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2, The Association shall serve as an instrument for the promotion 

of trade, market research and export-oriented investments parti­

cularly within Africa. 

3, For the purposes set out in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article 

the Association shall: 

(a) provide for meetings of the Association and its organs; 

(b) assist member States to establish national trade promotion 

organizations or associations; 

(c) assist member States in the strengthening of their existing 

trade promotion organisations or association; 

(d) promote the exchange of ideas and experience in trade promotion 

generally and intra-1frioan trade in particular; 

(e) advise member States in the formulation of trade policies con­

ducive to trade exchanges and increased intra-African trade; 

(f) make recommendations to member States on various aspects of 

African trade; 

(g) assist in organizing sub-regional trsde.information centres for 

the dissemination of trade information among member States; 

(h) arrange contacts and organize meetings for African businessmen. 

concerned with intra-African trade and its various aspects; and 

(i) do all such other things as would enable the Association to achieve 

its objectives. 

ARTICLE III 

Membership 

1. Membership of the Association shall be open to all African States 

. which are members of the Organization of 1'.fri.can Unity and the 

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, 
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2. For the purposes ·of this Constitution, a member State may designate 

from within its territory, the national association or organization. 

concerned with trade promotion by which it shall be represented, to 

exercise the powers of a member State prescribed in paragraph 1 of 

ilrticle VII,. taking into account the dGsirability of ensuring the 

dGvelopment of intra~African trade. 

3. MembGrship of the Association shall be acquired in accordance with 

the provisions of 11rtiole XV of this Constitution. 

ARTICLE IV 

Obligations of member States 

1. Member States shall, co-operate in ·every possible way to assist the 

Association in achieving its objectives. They shall in particular: 

(a) facilitate the collection, oxohange and dissemination of 

information; 

(b) submit all necessary reports and information to the competent 

organs of the Assooiatioii; 

(o) make available training and research facilities· on such terms 

and conditions as may from time to time be agreed with the 

appropriii.te organ of the ilssociation; 

(d) make available personnel on such conditions as may be agreed 

with the appropriate orr:;an of the Association; and 

(e) pay their annual contributions as assessed by the General Assembly 

and such special contributions·as may be determined by the General 

ltssembly. 

ilRTICLE V 

Status, str.uoture and organization of the Association 

1. To enable it to achieve its purposes and to perform its functions, the 

Association shall in accordance with the laws of the country where its 

headquarters is established seek and ac.quire. legal oapaoi ty to acquire, 

hold, manage and dispose of land and other property, enter into contracts, 

accept and maJrn loans, grants, gifts and contributions, and to sue and be sued, 



2. The organs of the Association shall be: 

(a) the General Assembly and its Bureau; 

(b) the Sub-regional Conferences; 

( c) the Secretariat ; 

(d) the National Associations; and 
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(e) such other bodies as are established by the General 

Assembly and the Sub-regional Conferences. 

ARTICLE VI 

Facilities, immunities and privileges 

1. The Government of the State in whose territory the Headquarters of 

·the Association shall be situated
1
shall grant to the Association, 

privileges and immunities accorded to the Organization o~ African 

Unity or'the United Nations. Furthermore, it shall grant to the 

officials of the Secretariat the same immunities and privileges 

as are accorde~ to the Organization of African Unity or the United 

Nations officials of comparable rank. 

fillTICIB VII 

The General Assembl.;z 

1. The General Assembly Bhall consist of the representatives of all 

member States; provided however that each member State shall have 

only one vote at the meetings of the General Assembly. 

2. The General Assembly shall meet onoe in two years in regular session 

and emergency sessions may be convened in accordance with rules made 

by the General Assembly. 

3, The General Assembly shall elect from amongst its members, a President, 

two Vice-Presidents and a Rapporteur who shall also together form the 
' ' 

Bureau of the General Assembly. 
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(a) determine the general policies of the Assooiation; 

(b) determine the oontributions of member States in respeot 

of the expenditure involved in the running of the affairs 

of the Association and its subsidiary bodies; 

(o) consider and' a)prove tho a.nnual repo:i:its on. th~ activities 

of the Association and the accounts of the Association; 

(d) consider and approve the draft programme of work and the 

dra~ budget of the Association; 

(e) determine the conditions of admission of associate members 

and observers of the Association; and 

(f) 'consider and adopt rules and general directions governing the 

activities of the Association and its subsidiary bodies, 

5. The General Assemb1y may establish such subsidiary organs that 

it deems necessary and may delegate any of its functions to an 

organ of the Association. 

6. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the General Assembly 

shall prescribe its own rules of procedure including those for convening 

its meetings, the conduct of such meetings, and the quorum and voting 

thersat and for ~he dissemination of the report of its meetings. 

7, The Bureau of the General Assembly shall under tho direction of 

the President : 

(a) consider the annual _rep9rts on the activities of the Association 

and the accounts of the l1ssociatio11 and submit them to the General 

Assembly for approval; 

(b) consider-the draft .programme of work and the draft budget of 

the Association and submit them to the General Assembly for 

approval; 
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(c) consult with the Secretariat on actions that may be undertaken 

by the Association or its organs in furtherance of the objectives 

of the Association; and 

(d) within the limits of the programme of work and the budget of the 

Association, review, direct and co-ordinate the activities of the 

organs of the Association. 

ARTICLE VIII 

Sub-regi~pal Conferences 

1. A sub-regional conference shall consist of the representatives of the 

member States within a sub-region of Africa as defined by the United 

Nations Economic Commission for Africa, 

2. A sub-regional conference shall among other things: 

(a) oversee the implementation of the decisions and policies of the 

General Assembly concerning its sub-region; 

(b) be responsible for the obtainirg and dissemination of commercial 

intelligence concerning the trade of the member State of its sub­

region; 

(c) take decisions on matters concerning its sub-region and member 

States of its sub-region whioh are not inconsistent with the 

decisions and policies of the General Assembly; 

( d) establish such subsidiary bodies as it deems necessary for tho 

carrying out of its functions; and 

(e) have such other functions and responsibilities as may be determined 

or delegated to it by the General Assembly. 

3, A sub-regional conference shall elect its officers and prescribe its own 

rules of procedure; providccl however that ea,ch member State of a Sub­

regional Conference shall have only one vote at a meeting of a Sub-regional 

Conference, 
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l, The.General Assembly shall establish a permanent Secretariat of 

the Association within a maximum period of eighteen months from 

the date of its first meeting and prescribe Hs functions, The 

Secretariat of the Association, when established, shall have such 

other functions and res:)onsibilities as the Bureau of the General 

Assembly may determine, 

2, The Secretariat shall be headed by a Secretary-General.assisted by 

such other officials as may be determined by the General Assembly, 

Until such a Secretariat is established, the Afric;;,. Trade Centre 

of the United nations Economic Commission for Africa and the Secra­

tariat of the Organization of African Unity shall jointly constitute 

the Secretariat of the Association. 

ARTICLE X 

National associations 

lo A national association shall be organized on a broad basis in each 

member State and shall be 'Gha organ of the Association through which 

the services and other activities of the Association relating to the 

member State· shall be considered, char..r.elled and co-ordinated, 

2, A national association shall also act as the centre for information 

about the activities of tho Association in a member State and shall 

have such other functions as the General Assembly may determine, 

ARTICLE XI 

Amendments 

l. This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority of all 

members of :the Association, Member States who are not represented 

at such a meeting may signify their votes in writing or by proxy; 

provided .however that this .Constitution may not be amended unless 

a written notice of a proposed amendment shall have first ·been given 

to all the member States at least three months before the meeting of 

the General Assembly at which such a proposed amendment is tc be con­

sidered. 
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1. Arry member State which j_)ersistently fails to fulfil any of i"tq 

obligations under this Constitution may be suspended from member­

ship of the Association by tho General J\ssombly on such terms as 

the General Assembly may determine •. However, such State's rights 

and pri vi loges may be restored upon fulfilment of its oblige:cions. 

2. Any member State may withdraw from tho Association after tho expira-

tion of one year from the date on which it acquired membership of the 

llssooiation by giving a written notice of its withdrawal to the President 

of the General Assembly who shall forthwith inform all members of the 

Association and the Secretariat of the receipt of such notice of with­

drawal and shall transmit the originals of such notice of withdrawl 

to tho Administrative Secretary-General of the Organization of African 

Unity. 

3. Withdrawl from the Association shall become effoetiv:e one year from 

the date of receipt by the Presid8nt of the General Assembly of a 

notice of withdrawal, Provided that during the period of such one 

year a member State withdrawing from tho Association shall nevertheless 

remain l,iable for the discharce of its obligations incurred .under the 

provisions of.this Constitution. 

4, '.li.rJ:y member State which fails without reasonable cause to fulfil its 

oblir;ations incurred under tho provisions of Article IV of this Con­

stitution 1Nl.thin two ym1rs from the time when such obligations should 
. . 

have been fulfilled, shall i·oso facto cea::ie to be a member Btate at tho 

end of such two years. However, such State's membership in the 'Assooia­

t·i'on may be reconsidered by the General Assembly u;)on rocoi;)t cif tho 

State's application. 

.li.RTICLE XIII 

Arbi~ation 

1. Any dispute arising between member States oonoerning the pr·ovisions 

of this Constitution shall be settled in accordance with this .li.rtiole, 

2, Tho General Assembly shall appoint an ad hoc committee to solve this 

problem, 
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1, The Association may be dissolved by a resolution to that effect 

adopted by a two-thirds majority of all member States of tho 

Association. 

2. The General As'sombly shall a;opoint a Committee for the purpose 

of liquidating the assets and/or· liablUitics of the Association 

in a manner as may be decided by the General Assembly. 

AR'rICLE XV 

Final Provisions 

1. This Constitution shall be open for signature by all me'mber States 

referred to in Article III of this Constitution until 31 December 

19741 at the Headquarters of tho Organization' of African Unity, 

Two ori.ginal copies in both English and French shall be deposited 

with the Administrative Secretary-General of the Organization of 

African Unity. 

2. This Constitution may be subject· to ratification by Governmento of 

signatory States in aocord.anco with tho ·1aws of such.States. The 

Instruments of Ratification or Accession shall be doyiosited with the 

Administrative Secretary-General of the Organizatiqn of African Unity. 

3, This Constitution shall provisionally come into force upon signature 

by twelve States and shall formally come into force upo11 ratification 

or approval by twelve States signatory to this Constitution. After 

the expiry of the period stipulated in paragraph l of this Article, any 

State referred to in Article III of this Constitution niay accede to this 

Constitution upon acceptance of the provisions of this Constitution. 
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4, The Administrative Secretary-General of the Organization. of 

African Unity shall transmit copies of this Constitution, 

Instrument of Ratification of Accession to all member States 

and to the Executive Secretary of the United nations Economic 

Commission for Africa, 

In l'/ITJ:JE:3S HEREOF the undersigned being authorized by their 

respective Governmerrbs have signed this Constitution on the 

dates anpearing under their signatures, 

DONE at Addis Ababa this Eighteenth day of January Ninteen Hundred 

and Seventy-four in two original copies in the English and French languages 

both of which are equally authentic, 
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