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REQUEST FOR SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE

FROM
THE ORGANIZATION (F AFRICAN UNITY

Te | ORIGIN OF THE ASSOCIATION

The Aassociation of African Trade Promotion Organizétions
.wag established at the initiative of the Organization of Affican Unity
and the Economic Commission for Africa as a focal point institution for
the promotion of intra~African Trade. It was legally in existence since
January, 1974 when its Constitution was first signed but its effective
eperation began in July, 1977 with the assumption of office of the first

Sacretary General. The Association is Headguartered in Tangiers, Morocco.

2. AATPO'S ACTIVITY DURING THE FIRST YEAR

During the first year of operation, AATPO's immediate task
wag to get the Secretariat started. AHAccordingly the Association has re=
cruited most of the key perwonnel. Ii has negotiated and signed a head-
quarter's Agreement, and with the courtesy of the Royal Moroccan Governe

ment has obtained adequete 0ffich. accomodations

On the more substantial level, with the cooperation of the
Bconomic Commiseion for Africa and the International Trade Centre UNCTAD/
GATT, the Association had organized a Seminar on intra—subregional trade
for the North African Sub—region. The Seminer took place last June in

Tangiers, Morocco.

Por the West African sub-region, in accordance with the
understanding reached between the Economic Commission for Africa and the
Association, the Association has participated as a speazker and as part of
the Secretariat of the ECA sponsored Seminar on sub=-regional trade for West
Africa. For the East and Central African sub-regions project proposals
have been submitted to donner countries for financing but no reaction has

yet been obtained,
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The Association had alsoc participated, on the invitation
of the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Sudan, in the sym—
posium of Afro—-irab Trade which was held conjointly with the Xhartoum
International Trade Fair in January, 1978 Likewise on the "inviteis.on
of the Goverament of Senegal, tie Association had taken part in the
Dakar Seminar for the Secretaries G.neral of Regional and Sub-—
régional Organizations for Bconomic Co-operation and Trade Promotion
officials of ACP countries. During—this meeting AATEC haé been glven

a number of tasks in the area of intra<Africen ‘trade promotion.

.3. FUTORE OPERATIONS

To facilitate its fulure operation the Agsociation had ob—
tained two comsultants from the International Trade Centre, on the basis
of the technical assistance. The consultants have re—evaluated the or—
ganizational structure and the programme of work and have suggested the
areas which the Association should stress during the coming few years.
Accordingly priority consideration will be given by the Associztion to

the following activities in the immediate future.

(a) Trade Information Service

The Association is in the process of setting up an effective
trade informatign centre at its Headquarter. ..Based on this Cenire the
Association will carry oul an extensive trade information service that will
endeaveur to bridge the information gap which now exists and prevents the
development of intra-Afriocan Trade. It will further assist in the Organi-
zation of sub-regional and national trade information cenires and will work

out a system for their cooperation.

(b) Advisery Service

The Association will endsavour to assist member states in -
setting up or in strengthening national trade promotion~iﬁétitutions. It
will alsoc advise these institutions on new export promction methods and
techniques. The institutions will he integrated into network so that they
cen serve on the one hand, as a vehicle for the identification of problems
faced by national export houses and, on.the other, as an. 1mp1emént1ngixﬂn

of the dec131ons of the Association.
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(o) sStudies

~ The A33001atlon will endeavour to undertake studies on

* its own or 1n cooperatlon with other institutions on important problems
relating to intra—African trade. Currently the Association is meking
arrangements with the ECA for its participation in the trade promotion
projects for the North African and the Central African Bub-regions.

(4). Trade Fairs and Hxhibitions

The Association will take special interest in fairs and
exhibitions sponsored by member states., In addition to publicizing the
calendar of the trade fairs and exhibitions, it will endeavour to-inves—
tigate how these {rade fairs and exhibitions .could be used as a more ef-
fective means of promoting intra—~African trade. OSuggestions on the pro~
‘duct which have potential for intra~-African trade and which should .be
exhibited will be made.

(e} Seminars and Tralnlng Courses

—_—

The Association will endeavour to organize and $alko part
in Seminars and training courses on subjects:relating to intra-Africen
trade. It will also advise national tfade promotion institutions on how
" 40 arrange tralnlng courses on the above subgects and assist them with

"plannlng and 1mp1ementa$10n of thelr training courses.

Et

4. REQUIRED ASSISTANCE FROM QAU

I

In order to realize the objeotives.for which the Association
has been set up and to enable it to implement its oork programme, the As—
soclation needs the support and aséistanoe of the Organization of African
Unity. For the time being, the Association requires the assistance and

support of OAU in the following areas.

(a) Membership
Out of the 49 OAU member staies the Assoolatlon has only 25

31gnatorles. It is evndent that the Association camnot be an effective
“ yehicle for the promotlon of intra~African trade if one-half of the member—
Shlp of thé OAU are outside the Associetion. We request the OAU 4o use its

good office to concienve more QAU member states %o join our Association.
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(b) Contribution

Out of the 25 signatory states of the Constitution of
the Association only a handful are regularly paying their contributions
to the budget of the Associztion. We have realized that our sole effort
to colleoct the contributions could not bring the desired result. We

therefore request the CAU to join hands with us in this respect.

(c) Information

Signatory states of the Assoociation are obliged to provide
t0 the Assbciation all the necessary information to emable it to discharge
its responsibilities. During our first year of operation, the reaction
of member stztes has not been very encouraging. We algo require OAU's

assistance in this area.

(4) OAU's Political Backing

To obtain financial and technical agsistance from domner
countries and international institutions for some of its intra—-African
trade development projects, the Association‘requires the politica%;packing
of the OAUr—‘Thé Agzociation will be appreciative of aﬁ&masé{étance %hat

conld be rendered in this regard.

. On the points enmumerated from 4(a) =~ 4(4) above we feel
that the OAU can in its thirty-second session of .the Council.of. Ministers
Lass an-appropriate ‘resoilution along the lines of Resolution
Cl/Res. 440 (XXV).

ﬁ; w;§$2. AgiPo's Statug With the O0AU

o It is recalled that the issociation was established at the
initi?tion and under the gegis of the Organization of African Unity. But
the relation between them has not yet been formalized. We feel that the
Association should have more intimate relations with “the QAU and should
deserve more consideration from the OAU than any other -organigzation.-” It
is thetefore suggested bthet the Association should be given the status
of specialized agency of the 0AU.

'
ot -
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BASIC INFORMATION CN THE ASSOCIATION OF AFRICAN
TRADE PROMOTION ORGANIZATIONS

The Origin of the lAssociation

The establishment of the Association was initiated at the
Fifth OAU/ECA Joint Meeting on Trade and Development held in Geneva

in August, 1970, which recommended that the Lifrican Trade Centre at

~ ECA should assist African countries in esiablishing an lAssociation

of African Trade Promotion Organizations.

After lengthy consulation between representatives of Member
states of the 04U and ECL, and in view of the cardinal importance of
Africap self-reliance, the recommendation was endorsed by the Council
of Ministeré of the QAU and the Conference pf Ministers of the BCh.

During the first Symposium on Intra—~African Trade held in Nairobi
at the time of the 0AU All Africa Trade Fair in February-March, 1972, a
preparatory committee was set up, to help realize the establishment of

the dssociation, with the following terms of reference:

(i) To draw up a draft constitution for the Association,
elaborsting its aims and objectives, functions,; member—

ship, organization and financing;

(ii) To determine the steps to be taken for setting up the

Association and making it operative;

(iii) To obtain supvort for the Lssociztion from national and
regional organizetions concerned with the development of

trade;
(iv) To report to the ministerial meetings of ECL and OQAU;

(v) To arrange for the inaligural meeting of the Association
after consideration of its report by the ministerial

meetings referred in (iv) above.
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The Preparatory Committee:met several times. and presented
the result of its work to the inaugural session of the fssociation
of Mfrican Trade Promotion Organizations. The constiftution of the
Association was signed on 18 January, 1974 at the end of the inaugural

sessione

Objectives of the fLszociation

The primary objectives of the Aséooiaiion are to foster contact
and the regular flow of information and communication between African
countries in trade matters and to assist in the harmonization of the
commercial policies of African countries with a viewlﬁé promoting intra-
African trade. The lssociation ig 1o serve a3 an instrument for the
promotion of trade and market and marketing research and to assist
Member States in identifying expert oriented investiments. To this

end, the lfissociation is -to perform the following functions:

(1) Lgsist Member States in establiéhing or sirengthening
institutions to serve as focal points whose primary
respongibility is to promote the'expansion and diver-

sification of experts;

(ii) . Foster the exchange of ideas and experience in connection
with the promotion of trade in general and of intra—-ifrican

trade in particular;

(i1i) Advise Member States concerning the formulation of policies

conducive to increased intra—African trzde;

Mzke recommendations to Member States on various aspects

of ALfrican trede;

(v) dsgist in the organizaiion of sub-regional itrade informa-—

tion documentation centres;
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(vi) frrange contacts and organize meetings for African
businessmen concerned with intre~African trade and

other trade promotion activities;

(vii) Perform such other functions as would enable the

Asgociation to achieve its objectives.

3. - Membership of the fAssociation

Membership of the Association is oﬁen to all African States
which are members of the Organization of African Unity and the United
Nations Economic Commission for &frica. A4t present the dssocietion
has 25 sigpatory States. &g'shown in Appendix I te this dooumenty ap-
préximatelj half of the Q04U Member States have not signed the ALTPO
Constitution and therefore are not effective members of AATPO. Reso—
Intion by the Heads of State and Government of the 04U on the Asso-—
ciation is attached =28 Appendix II.

4. dAcquisition of Membership

Membership can be acquired either by signing the Constitution
of the dssociation at the Headquarters of the Organization of African
Unity in Addis--Ababa or by depositing an instrument of accession with
the Ldministrative Secretary-General of the Organization of Lfrican

Unity.

%« Rights of Member States

Membership confers on each Member State the right to be re-—
presentea in the General Agsembly of the Association which meets once
évery two years. The General 4ssembly, among other things, determines
the policies of the Association, the contribution of Member étates,
the work programﬁe, the bvdget, the rules and the general directions

governing the activities of the fAssodimtion.

More importantly, Member States have the right to benefit from

the studics and advisory services of the Associztion.
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Obligation of Member States

Member States are required to cooperate with the lssociation
in the achievement of the objectives set forth in the constitution

of the Association. In particular they are expected to:

(a) facilitate the collection, exchange and dissemination

of information.

(b) submit 2ll necessary reports and information to the

competent organs of the Association.

(c) make, available training and research facilities on terms
and conditions as may from time to ftime be agreed with the

competent orgens of the Asgociation.

(d) make available personnel on such conditions as may be agreed

with the appropriate organ of the Association; and

(o) pay their annual contribution as assessed by the General
Agzembly and such special contribution as may be determined

".by the General Assembly.

Contribution of Member States

As regards Member States contribution to the budget of the dAsso-
clation, the General lLssembly of the Association during its first ses-
gion in March-fpril, 1975 decided to use the system in force ét the Or—
ganization of African Unity. Accordingly Member States of the Associa~

tion are assessed proportionately to their scale of contribution to OLU.

The Secretariat of the Association

The African Trade Centre of ECA and the Secretariat of QAU .
constituted the interim Secretariat of the fLssociation, which organi—
zed three sessions of the Ueneral Assembly. At its first seseion,
which took place in Tangier, Morocco, the Aszembly seleéﬁed Tangier
as its permanent headquarters, in addition, it approved the programme

of work, the budget and the rules of procedure of the Association.
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It also recommended that an extraordinary session of the General
Agsembly shall be convened to elect the Secretary—General of the

!Lssooiationo ’ .. A e ‘oo P cee e e e e e

The extraordinary session of the General hAssembly was held
from 27 to 29 October, 1976 but failed to elect a Secretary-General.
The Secretary—General was elected during the second session of the.
General Assembly, which took place in Tangier from 25 %o 30 Aprll
1977. The same Assembly elected the second bureau (equlvalent to
a board of dlreotors).whose members are from the’ follow1ng countrles.
President (Nigeria), First Vice—President (leyan Arab Jamahlrla),
Second Vice—President (Zambia), Rapporteur (Zalre), The SecretaryT

General assumed his duties on 1 July.

Work‘Programme and Priorities of the Association "

The work programme drawn up by the interim secretariat was
approved. in 1975 during the first session of the General Assembly.
Its contents reflect the objectives of the hAssdociation as outliﬁéd
in item No. 2 above. Jds the Association had no substantive secre= - =
tariat, nothing could be done to implement the work programme over
the past two years; consequently, if was decidea at the second
sepsion of the General Assembly to carry the work programme approved
for the period 1975-1977 over to the period 1977-1979. (See Appehd;x III).

With the skeleton staff now serving at headquarters, the Secre-
tary—General had drawn up projects designed to realize the work program—
me as outlined in Appendix II above but requires funds to stremgthen. the -

Secretariat and implement the projects.
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OF AFRICAN TRADE PROMOTION ORGANIZATIONS (AATPO)

COUNTRTES

Egypt

. Ethiopia

Gabon
Kenya _
Morocco
Ryanda
Sudan
Swaziland .
Togo
Uganda
Upper Volta
Zaire
Zambia
Tunisia

Liberia

) Ghana

Nigeria
Algeria
Libya
Buyundi
Senegal
Mali

C.he Fmpire
Somalia

Cameroun

(Cempiled April .30, 1977)

PLENIPOTENTIARTES

Fabil Ali Sadek
Demeke Zewolde

Louis Laccruche Alibanga

John Xamau Mocoki
Bouchaezra Tahar

I. Bakomera Edouward
Mohamed Gsm El Seed

SH KXunene

Akakpo Alexandre
Bogere K, Ssembatya
Ouedracge Novhoun
Lobota Mpo

Winstan K.C. Kamwena
Bechi CGueblaoui
Charles Te0. King II
Y.B. Turkson

T.4. Adegoroye
lohamed—=Lamino Allouane
Ali Mohamed Immish

F. Magenge

Latyr Kamara

Yaya Bagayoko
Marie=Christiine Gbokou
Abdulhamed Ali Yusuf
Hadj Mahmoudou H. Dicko

DATE OF SICNATURE

18 January 1974
18 January 1974
18 Janvary 1974
18 January 1974
18 Janvary 1974
18 January 1974
18 January- 1974
18 January 1974
18 Januwary 1974
18 January 1974
18 January 1974
18 January 1974
18 January 1974
18 January 1974
290 Jamuvary 1974
25 Fokruary 1974
15 October 1974
19 November 1976
- 2 Januery 1976
23 March 1976
6 October 1976
26 February 1977
28 February 1977
28 April 1977
16 May 1977
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RESOLUTION ON THE ASSOCIATION OF AFRICAN TRADE
PROMOTTON ORGANIZATTONS

The Conference of Heads of State and CGovermment of the
Organization of African Unity in its 13th Ordinary Session held
" in Port=~Louis, Mauritius, from 2nd to 5th July, 1976,

Recalling the resolution CM/Res. 310 (XXI) and CH/Res. 442
(xxv) of the Council of Ministers of OAU on the Association of African

Trade Promotion Organizations;

_Haﬁing examined the report of the Administrative Secretery—

General on the said Associstion:

1e IAPPROVES the creation of the Association of African -Trade

Promotion Organizztions;

2 ADOPTS the constitution of the Association
3»  REQUESTS member states who have not yet signed the constitution

of the Associationnbr who have not yet deposited their instruments

of ratification, to de ®0 as soocn as possible;

Fils INVITES member states tb pay their constribution to the biennial.
budget of the Association (1975-1976) as well as subsequent
budgets: '

S5e INVITES the Administrative Secretary-General to submit a report

on the above to the 28th Ordinary Session of the Counéil of
Ministers and to the 14th Session of the Conference of Heads

of State and Govermment.

*
Ag the English version of theé Resolution wss not available to
AATPO this a translation from the French text. )
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WORK_PROGRAMME AND PRICEITIES (1977=1979) OF
THE ASSOCTATION OF AFRICAN TRADE PROMOTION ORGANIZATIONS

Introductioﬂ

The work programme is drawn up in accordence with the funciions
of the Associstion as prescribed under its Constitution. The Programme
follows the requirements for the orderly development of intra~African
trade as a main factor in Africa's economic developmentse It ig'drawn
up bearing in mind that the basic role of the Association is "o foster
contact and a regular flow of informstion and communication between
Africen countries in trade matters and to assist in the harmonization
of the commercial policies of African couniries in order 1o promote

intra=African trade",

To this end, the activities of the Association should be closely
linked with those of the African Trade Centre of the Econowmic Commission

for Africa, and those of the Crganization of African Unity.

The programme is drawn up on two=year basis which will conform
with the meetings of the General Aszembly. Projections have been made
in some ‘pro jects up to a further period of two yesars, i.e. 1980-1981 to-

provide a guideliné for the future development of the Assoéiation's acti=
vitiese Priorities are determined by the year as years in which the pro=-

Ject is undertaken,

Broad_Aims and  Objectives

To assist member countries of the Association in the devélopment

and expansion of intre=African trade.

To agsist member countries in developing an apvropriate external

trade policy.
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Ulork Contact

Intre=.frican Trade Bxpoansion

Lo 1. = Advisory Services

(1) To assist member countries in the establishment, of
national trade promotion centres (1977-1979) extended
to 1981 and to provide these centres with assistance

furing their Tirst years of operation.

(2) To assist member countries in eztablishing trade links
between them especinlly the establishment of bilateral
trade agreemenfs (1977-1979) extended to 1981,

(3) To advise member countries on how best intra~ifrican

payments arrsngoments cen serve itrade between them

(197741979) extended to 1981.

cw wan

(4) To assist members countrics in the hermonization of

commercizl policy in intra=~ifrican trade.

(5) To assist in the orgenization of znd to participate
in trade frirs sné group export activities (esPécially

in relation to ceriain commodities).

(6) To organize businessmen's missions to the various

Lfrican countries.

2, - 3tudies

(1) study of Lfrican trede policies with a view to formu—

lating an action programme for promoting intre—ffrican

trade (1977).

(2) Study of the establishment anc working of national.trade
promotion centre (1977-1979) and the establishment of

liaison between theze centres.
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(3) Study of barriers, fiscal, monetary and communications
restrictions to trade, between member countries of these

Association (1978).

(4) Complementary study on preduct identification for increa-
sing intra=-African trade flows (1978) extended to 1981,

(5) Establishment of an African External Trade Guide, kept
regularly up~to~date, giving all the necessary information
on intra~African trade (external trade patterns, eichange
and. customs controls, services connected with external
trade, directory of exporting firms., expertable products,

etCoaaaﬂ)o

Bxternal Trade

Be 1o = Advisory Services

(1) To assist member countries in identifying their external
needs and in diversifying external trade contacts (1977-1979)
extended to 1981,

(2)'.T0'assist member countries in éstablishing priorities in
external trade development (1977=1979) extended to 1981,

2. ~- Studies
(1) Study of external flows of membér countries to provide new

guidelines for trade promotion activities (1978-1980),

. (2)' Study of barriers to external trade of member countries es—
pecially with a view to diversifying their external trade
relations (1978-1980), L

Conferences, Meetings, Seminars and Working Groups

Co 1o = 'Conferegges. Meetings

(1) Prepazation of documentation and servicing of meetings of

the General fssembly.
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Preparation and servicing of sub-regional conferences

(1977=1979) .

Participation in meetings of BCA of interest to the
Agsociation (1977-1979).

Seminarg and Working Committees

Ad~hoc working committee to study the establishment of
national Associations (1977-1979)-

OFAE RlCAN
&\O“P‘RC HIVES 04,}).}-
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CONSTITUTION OF THE ASSQCIATION OF AFRICAN
TRADE PROMOTION
ORGANTZATTONS

TABLE OF SUBJECTS

PRIAMBLE
ARTICLE I

ARTICLE IT

ARTICLE ITI

ARTICEL IV

ARTICLE V

ARTICLE VI

ARTICIE VII
ARTICIE VIIT

ARTICLE IX

ARTICLE X

ARTICLE XI

IRTICLE XIT

ARTICLE XIIT
ARTICLE XIV

ARTICLE XV

Eetablishment of the Association

Objectives and Functions

Membership

Obligetions of member states

Status, structure and organization of the

Associations

Facilities, immunities and privileges

The General Assembly
Sub~regional Conferences

The Secretariat

National associationa

Amendments

Suspension, withdrawal, and cessation of

memberaship
Arbitration
Dissolution of-the Association

Final Provisions
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Aa” Dty e

The Governments on whose behalf this Constitution is signed:

1. Being aware of the significant role that the African trade promotion

organizations have to play in the economic development of the region;

2. Having regard to the advanitage for the region to be derived from the

effective and continuous exchange of information and co—ordination
of activities in the field of trade promotion especially as regards

intra—-African trade;

3e Recognizingz that the creation of an Asgociation of ifrican Trade
romotion Organizations for the study, discussion and promotion of
African trade matters would best serve these purposes;

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE T

Estéblishment of the Asgociation

1. The Association of African Trade Promotion Organizations (AATPO)
(hereinafter referred to as "the Association™) is hereby established
and shall operate and be governed according to the provisions of this

constitution,
2a The Association shall operate under the aegis of the Organization
of African Unity and the United Nations Economic Commission for

Africa.

ARTICLE IT

Objectives and Funciions

1. The main objectives of the Association shall be to foster contact
and regular flow of information and communication between African -
countries in trade matters and to assist in the harmonization of
the commercial policies of African countries in order to promote

intra-african trade.
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24 The Association shall serve as an instrument for the proMbtion
of trade, market resesrch and export-oriented investments parti-

cularly within Africa.

3. For the purposes set out in paragraphe 1 and 2 of this Article

the Association shall:

(a) provide for meetings of the Association and its organs;

(b) assist member States to establish national trade promotion

organizations or asgociations;

(c) assist member States in the strengthening of their existing

trade promotion organisations or association;

(d) promote the exchange of ideas and gxperienoe in trade promotion

generally and intra~African trade in particular;

(e) advise member States in the formulation of trade policies con-

ducive to trade exchanges and increased intra-African tradej

(f) make recommendations to menber States on various aspects of

African trade;

(g) assist in organizing sub-regional trade information centres for

the dissemination of trade information among member States;

(h) arrange contacts and organize meetings for African businessmen .

concerned with intra-African trade and its various aspects; and

(i) do all such other things as would enable the Association to achieve

its objectives.

ARTICIE ITI
Membership o
1. Membership of the Association shall be open to all African States

. which are menmbers of the Organization of Lfrican Unity and the

i."United Nations DBoonomic Commission for Africa.
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2e For the purposes:of this Constitution, a member State may designate

from within its territory, the national association or organization.
concerned with trade promotion by which it shall be represented, to
exercise the powers of a member State prescribed in paragraph 1 of
frticle VII, taking into account the desirability of ensuring the

develovment of intra-ifrican trade.

3, Membership of the Asgociation shall be acquired in accordance with

the provisions of Lrticle XV of this Constitution.

ARTICLE IV

Obligations of member States

1. Member States shall co-operate in every possible way to assist the

Lssociation in achieving its ohjectivess They shall in particular:

(a) facilitate the collection, oxchange and dissemination of

informations

(b) submit all necessary reports and information to the competent

organs of the Association;

(¢c) make available training and research facilities on such terms
and conditions as may from time to time be agreed with the

approprigte organ of the dsscciations
(2) make available personnel on such conditions as may be agreed
with the appropriate organ of the Association; and

(e) pay their annual contribuiions as assessed by the General Assembly
and such special contributions 'as may be determined by the General

. fissembly.

ARTICLE V

Status, structure and organization of the Association

1. To enable it to achieve its purposes and to perform its functions, the
Association shall in accordance with the laws of the country where its
headquarters is established seek and aqquirellegal capacity to acquire,
hold, manage and dispose of'land and other property, enter into contracts,

accept and make loans, grants, gifts and contributions, and to sue and be sued
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The orgens of the Asgociation shall be:
(a) the General Assémbly and its Bureau;
(b) the Sub-regional Conferences;

(c) the Secretariat;

(d) the National Associations; and

(e) such ofher'bodies as are egtablished by the General

Assembly and the Sub-regional Conferences,.

SRTTICLE VI

Facilities, immunities and privileges

1.

The Government of the State in whose territory the Headquarters of

the Association shall be situated,shall grant to the Association,

privileges and immunities accorded to the Organization of African
Unity or 'the United Nations, Furthermore, it shall grant to the
officials of the Secretariat the same immunities and privileges
ag are accorded Lo the Organization of African Unity or the United

Nations officials of comparable ranka

ARTICLE VII

The General Assembly

Le

2e

3

The General Assembly shall consist of the representatives of all
member States; provided however that each member Siate shall have

only one voté at the meetings of the General Asgembly.

The General Assembly shall meet once in two years in regular sesslon
and emergency sesgions may be convened in accordance with rules made

by the General fAssembly.

The General Assembly shall elect from amongst its members, a President,

two Vice-Presidents and a Rapporteur who shall also together form the

Bureau of the General Assembly.



CM/965 (XXXII) Part I
Annex TII
Page 6

The General Assembly shalls

(a) determine the general policiés of the lsscciation;

(b) determine the contributions of member States in respect
of the expenditure involved in the running of the affairs

of the Association and its subsidiary bodies;

(o) consider and a»prove the anmual repowts on the activities

of the Association and the accounts of the Association;

(d) consider and approve the draft programme of work and the

draft budget of the Associations

(e) determine the conditions of admission of associate members

and observers of the fAsscciation; and

(f) consider and adopt rules and genmeral directions governing the

activities of the hAssociation and its subsidiary bodies.

The General Assembly may establish such subsidiary organs that
it deems necessary and may delegate any of its functions to an

organ of the Association.

Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the General Lssembly
shall prescribe its own rules of procedure including those for convening
its meetings, the conduct of such meetings, and the quorum and voting

thersat and for jhe dissemination of the report of its meatings.

The Bureau of the General Assembly shall under the direction of

the President:

(a) consider the annual reports on the activities of the Association
and the accounts of the Association and submit them to the General

Assembly for approval;

(b) consider the draft programme of work and the draft budget of
the Association and submit them to the General Assembly for

approval ;
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(c) consult with the Secretariat on actions that may be undertaken
by the Association or ites organs in furtherance of the objectives

of the Agsociation; and

(d) within the limits of the programme of work and the budget of the
Association, review, direct and co~ordinate the activities of the

organs of the Association.

ARTICLE VIII

Sub-regicnal Conferences

la

2e

3o

A sub-regional conference shall consist of the representatives of the
member States within a sub-region of Africa as defined by the United

Nations Economic Commission for Africa,.

A sub-regional conference shall among other things:

(a) oversee the implementation of the decigions and policieg of the

General Assembly concerning its sub-regiong

(b) be responsible for the obtaininr and dissemination of commercial
intelligence coucerning the trade of the member State of itg sub-

region;

(c) take decisions on matters concerning its sub-region and member
States of its sub-region which are not inconsistent with the

decisions and policies of the General Assembly;

(4) establish such subsidiary bodies &s it deems necessary for the

carrying out of ite functions; and

(e) have such other functions and responsibilities as may be determined

or delegated to it by the General Asszenbly.

A sub~regional conference shall elect its officers and prescribe its own
rules of procedure; provided however that each member State of a Sub-—
regional Conference shall have only one vote at a meeting of a Sub-regional

Conference.
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ARTICIE TX

The Secretariat

1.

B.

The Qeneral Assenbly shall establish & permanent Secretariat of

the Association within a maximum period of eighteen months from

the date of its first meeting and prescribe its functions. The
Secretariat of the Association, when established, shall have such
other functions and responsibilities as the Bureau of the General
Asgembly may determine.

v

The Secretariat shall be headed by a Secretary-General assisted by

" such other officials as may be determined by the CGeneral Assembly.

Until such a Secretariat is established, the Africe. Trade Centre
of the United NHations Iconomic Commission for Africa and the Secre—~
tariat of the Organization of African Unity shall jointly constitute

the Secretariat of the Association.

ARTICLE X

National associations

.4 national association shall be organized on a broad basis in each

1,
member State and shall be the organ of the Association through which
the services and other activities of the Association relating to the
member State-shall be congidered, charzelled and co-ordinated.

2 4 national association shall also act as the cenire for information
about the activities of the Association in a member State and shall
have such other functions ag the Genéral Assembly may determine,

ARTICLE XTI
Amendment s
1. Thie Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority of all

members of the Association. HMNember States who are not represented

‘at such a meeting may signify their votes in writing or by proxy;

brovided -however that thies Constitution may not be amended unless

a written notice of a proposed amendment shall have first been given
to all the member States at least three months before the meeting of
the General Assembly at which such a proposed amendment is to be con-

gidered.
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ARTICLE XII

Suspengion, withdrawal, and ceassation of membership

1.

24

3.

fe

Any member State which sersistently faile to fulfil any of itg
oblizations under this Constitution may be suspended from member-—
ship of the Association by the Gencral Asgembly on such teras as
the General fAssembly may determine. . However, such State's rights

and privileges iay be restored upon fulfilment of its obligations.

Any member Statc may withdraw from the Assgociation after the expira-
tion of one year from the date on which it acquired membership of the
Amgociation by giving 2 written notice of its withdrawal to the President
of the General Agsembly who shall forthwith inform all members of the
Asgociation and the Secretariat of the receipt of such notice of with-
drawal and shall transmit the originals.of such notice of withdrawl

to the Administrative Sceretary-Gencral of the Organization of African

Unitye.

Withdraw]l from the Asgsociation shall become effective one year from
the date of receint by the President of the General fAssembly of a
notice of withdrawalg Provided that during the period of such one
year a member State withdrawing from the Association shall neverthcless
remain liable for the discharge of its obligations incurred .under the

provisions of.this Conzbitution.

‘Any member State which fails without reasonable cause to fulfil its

obligations incurred under the provisions of Artiole IV of this Con-

atitution within two years from the time when éﬁch obligations should

have been fulfilled, shall ipso faclto cease to be a member State at the

. end of such two years. However, such State's membership in the Associa—

tion may be reconsidered by the General Assembly wdon receiﬁf of the

State's application.

ARTICLE XITI

Arbitration

Le

2.

Any dispute ariging between member States concerning the provisions

of this Constitution shall he settled in accordance with this Article,

The General Assembly shall appoint an ad hoc committee to solve this

problem. :
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ARTICLE XIV
Dissoluticn of the Asscciation
1. The Association may be dissolved by 2 resolution to‘that affect

adopted by a two-thirds majority of all member States of the

Association.

2 The General Asscmbly shall amoint a Committee for the purnose
of ligquidating the assete and/or liablilities of the Association
in a manner a2s may be decided by the General Assembly.

ARTTICLE XV

Final Provisions

1o This Constitution shall be open for signatufe by all menmber States
referred to in Article IITI of this Constitution until 31 December
1974, at the Headguaricrs of the Organization' of African Unitj.
Two original copies in both.English and French shall be denosited
with the Administrative Secretary~General of the Organization of

African Unity.

24 This Constitution may be subject to ratification by Governments of
pignatory States in accordance with tho “laws of such.States« The
Instruments of Ratification or Accession shall be denosited with the

Administrative Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity.

3 This Constitution shall provisionally come into force upon signature
by twelve States and shall formally come into force upqﬁ ratification
or approval by twelve States signatory to this Constifution. After
the expiry of the period stipulated in paragraph 1 of this Article, any
State reforred %o in Artiole III of this Constitubion méy accede to this

Constitution upon acceptance of the Drovisions of this Constitution.
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L The Administrative Secretary-General of the Organization of
African Unity shall transmit copies of this Constitution,
Instrument of Ratification of Accession to all member States
and to the Execcutive Secrctary of the United Mations Kconomic

Commission for Africa.

In WITHE3S HEREOF the undersigned being authorized by their
respective Governments have signed this Constitution on the

dates appearing under their signatures.

DONE at Addis Ababa this Eighteenth day of January Finteen Hundred
and Seventy—-four in two original copies in the BEnglish and French languages

both of which are cqually authentic.
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