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PROGRESS REPORT ON THE PREPARATIONS IN PROGRQSS

FOR THE CONFERENCE ON THE SITUATION OF RETFUGEES IN AFRICA

1. At the time of the creation of OAU fifteen y ears ago, the
number of African refugees was estimated at.less ,than one millione
Today that number is estimated at more than 4 m1111on and it

is on the increasc. Accordingly the number .of the problems faced
by Africon refugees and host countries have also increased and
diversified, o

2;' :+In 1967 a Pan-African Conference was convened in Addis

Ababe .to look into the Legal Social and Economic Aspects of

refugees’ problems in Africa, Twenty two of the 0AU Member States par-
ticipated in that Conference with many other International and
voluntary agencies including the UNHCR and ECA,

e Despite the commendable efforts made by African countries
and other international and voluntary agencices, there was general
feeling that something should be done to take stock of past
efforts and programmes and their 1mpqct on refugees situation

in Africa with the view %o 00n51der1ng ways and means to alleviate
the Sufferlngs of the up—rootod and to flnd durable sclutions to
their problemns.

4. Thu 1dem of convening a conference on the situation of
refugees in Africa was initiated by the All Africa Conferénce of
Churches which is based in Noirobi. Iater on many Governmental
and non-Governmental Organizations'joined hands and ecstablished
from among themselves a Planning Committec to be responsible for
all preparations for the Conference and cnsure its convening in.
time and its success. This Committee was formed from the three Co-
sponsors nomely, OAU, UNHCR and ECA as well as from other five
co-operating sgencies involved in refugees work in Afrlca.

5 The Plannlng Committee has helg-till-early February 1979
five Bessions snd had orgenized seminers, workshops and technical

expert mectings on the differont subjects to be discussed by the
Conference, Among other things,it set out long and short term
objectives for the Conferenee and & theme taken from the OAU 1969
Convention which is, "Granting asylums to refugees in peaceful
and hunanitarian act ..."e
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6, . The moin subjects and topics thit will be discussed

t

w . .
by the Conference will beri—

(2) The Institutiontl ond-Administrotive tspecis cf

et

refugee problers in Africe;’

(b) The Lez~1l ~nd Prctection as pects of refugees in
Africaynnd

(c) The Sceizl, Econcmie end Finondinl ug;acts cf
refuges rreblems in Afriean,

Te In July 187C in Khartcoum tho Council of Tinisters cde:ted
Resclution Cli/Res.621 (XXXI) celling hptn all CLU Liember Btat s to
actively porticiizote in the Confercrce and to ex ctend to it hll rosﬂ
sible political, morcl nnd finencizl support. to ensure that oll
substentive and crsr n_zutlon vl irr“nﬂemonts fcr the Confcrehce are
»roverly node. “urlug‘tue UNECR Execuulye Cohxlttee (2¢tn beg51on),
the UN Ilgh Ceommissicner for Refugees and mony EnrulglfuntS'and -
cbservers pledged swupport for .the Cenference.

Ee The Tlonning Commitiee in its ecrlier Session estimnted
the Conference budget at U3m612-716 : For many reasons it .os
deciGed that this cmount wos e be conurlbutod by only CAU.I.ember
wtates, QCunﬁlHSVl n Ccuntrleu ond: voluntury géncies -ané Church
Or".nlz 4icns 1nvo¢veu 1n roiuve work in ﬁleCu. The three sSean-—~
dinovion Gountrles (SM;LGD Porrﬁy ,nu Jenr_rk) ns iell es IUEF and
Chureh Cronnizoticns (AACC, ¥CC end LWF) were agprcmehied in due
ccurse nd ti.eir resnonses wore genertlly resitive. CAU Geoneral
Secreto Tl“t (“““‘R) Lud sent since August 197§, tiree notes verbzle

contrlbuﬁe 1n1partlcular flnnnCially tc it so o8 to amsure its-
success. It hos to be observed vith regret that no resucnse has
so for been received from CAU Fember Stotes.

9. ‘During its fifth Oession the. Tlonning Cemittee teok
meny decisions ond roccimenditbions concerning the felleviing. matters:-

(e) That effcerts shouvld be intensified to ccllect
contributions ond funds from QAU lMember Stotes
end frem other sources if possibles
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b) Thai a request be made through the competent Tanszanian
authorities to HoE. the President of the Republic of
Tanzenia to kindly open +the Confereonce.

c) Invitation lotters %o all 0.A.U. Member States ond all
‘other participants would be signed by the Chairmen of the

Planning Committee on behalf of the three co-sponsors

O oE SEedn ( 0iU, UNHCR and ECA).

04,,
?- -
‘NQE:% Thaet QAU lember States participation in the Confercnce

4ri1l be at Hinisterial lovel and that the Conforcnce budgot

<thc success of the Conforence.

ﬁ‘The dates ond venue of the Confercnce were fixed finolly

"REFERENQ“ﬂe

at 7 to 17 May 1979, Arushe, Tanzaniz, respeciivelys

£}  %hat the ¥xccutives of the threc’ Co—-sponosoring 6rganiza$ions,-
namely:—  OAU, UNICR ond ECA would be reguested by the
Plonning Committee to.agrce among ‘themselves on who will

chair +the Conference on.ﬁhe opening daye The Permanent
Confercnce Chairman is exfcctod to be from the host couniry,

Tanzanioe

10, The roport and the recommendations of the CGonfercence will be raised
to the 33rd Ordinary Scssion of the Council of Ministors which will be held
in Monrovia, Liberia in Junc/July 1979

11. Following the planning Committee 5th Session, a workshop on the
Social, Lconomlc, Institutional and Administrative aspecis of refugec prob-
loms in Africa as well 2s o Seminar on the Legol and Protection aspecis were
convened in Arushsa, Tangania from late Jaomuery to corly Fobruary 1979. Tfany
popers were prescnted ond oxporis on these matters Hod the chance of
thrashing out the differcent subjects ond making many usceful and action
oriented recommendations. An expert meeting on the possibility of
cstablishing in Africa a mechanism (o clearing House) o be responsible
for collectiing, collating, and disseminzting information on refugee matteors
will be held in the first half of Merch, 1979. 'the Planning Committce ond
the Conference Orgenizing Secreteriat should meke sure that the Conference

documents reach OAU Hember States by late March.or carly fApril 1979;



AFRICAN UNION UNION AFRICAINE

African Union Common Repository http://archives.au.int
Organs Council of Ministers & Executive Council Collection
1979-03

Progress Report on the Preparations in
Progress for the Conference on the
Situation of Refugees in Africa

Organization of African Unity

African Union

https://archives.au.int/handle/123456789/9991
Downloaded from African Union Common Repository



