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I ·-· .. 
PROGRESS REPORT ON Tilli PREPARATIONS IN PROGRESS 

FOR THE CONFERENCE ON TH:S SITUATION OF MFUGEES IN AFRICA 

1. At the time of the cre[l.tion of OAU fifteen yeurs ago, the 
number of African refugees was estimated at.loss than one million. 
Today th2,t nwnber is estimated at more .than 4 mi~lion e..nd it 
is on the increase. Accordingly the· number-of the ,pro'Qloms faced 
b~.Afric~n refugees 2~d host countries have also increased and 

diversified • 
.. . 

2_:. , :: In 1967 a Pan-African Confe;r:ence rms convened in Addis 
Ababa.to look into tha Legal Social and Economic Aspects of . ' 

refuGcesv problems in Afric~~ Twonty two of the OAU Kember States par-

ticipE1tcd in that Conference with many" other International and 

voluntary agencies including the UNHCR and ECA. 

Despite tho commendable effor~s made by /J..frican countries 
~ 

and other international r-..nd voluntary agencies, there was general 
fce~ing that something should be done to take stock of past 
efforts·.e:.nd programmes and their impact on refugees situation 

. . . 
in Africa with the view to considering ways and means to alleviate 
tho sufferings of the up-rooted and to find durable solutions to 
thei.r . pro.blqms • 

: ·: .-
4. ·Tl~e idea of convening a conference on the si t~~tion of 
r e fugees in Africa was initiated by• the All A:frica Conference of 
Churches which is based in No.irobi.~ LRtor on mru1y Governmental 
and non-Governmental Organiz~tions joined hands and established 
from aiu.ong thcmsel ves a Planning Commi ttec to be responsi blo for 
all preparations for the Conference E'..nd ensure its co:nvr-ming in. 
time and its success. This Committee •;ms formed from the ·three Gv­

sponsors nQffiely, OAU, UNHCR e..n.Cl. ECA as well as from other five 
co-operating c-.. gencies involved in ref~gocs work in Afri?a• 

. - . . .. 
5. The Ple..nning Co~i ttee has ·hcld···til:l· ·el:'.rly Februe..:ry 1979 
five sessions e.nd ho..d · orge.nized seminP.rs 1 workshops and tecbnice.l 
expert meetings on the different subjects to be discussed by the 
Conferanceo muong other things, it set out long and short term 
objectives for the Conferenee an'd a. theme taken from the OAU 1969 
Convention which is,- "Gre.nting asylums to ref':lgees in ' peuceful 

and humffili tarian act ••.• ". 
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._, .... 1 C f c · Jl 'o~:-.·-. uy t.. 1e on· eren e ;:'J. - ·-

(c .. ) The Instit'l~ti;onh.l :::> .. nd-Adr.1inistrc:Give 2-s;~·ec-':s of 

refw:reo ·~robJ.ects in AfricP .. ~ · 
L") • .1. ' 

. . 
(b) .The Lecr·· .. l .":'..ncl Pccctection r'.spccts of r:·efu~ees in 

Afri c~".. 'i :.:-:.l).d 

(c) Tlie Sc. ci•.:l, Econc.Bi c t='.ncl- Firi2..nqio.l ~"' .. s::_:, acts 
. . ~ ~ 

cf 

refugeG ;robleHG in A£.ricfl.. 

7. In ~ul~; ~97C in IGl<;~rto"~Jm tl}-eJ qcuncil of tirus·bers· f' .. clo~_:ted 

Resolution CI.I/R~s o 621 (}QQIT) o<:' .. lling U}.~~ n . 2..11 CLU L.L~mber ::di,'..·~e,E?, to. 
c..cti vely r~"'..rtici:L~[~~e i.D; the Conferc:nce c.nd to extend to it· a.~l pos­

sible poli ti co..l, 11~orc .. i :-m~ finr..n.ci~"..l sur;l:Jort. to: ensure . thn.t o..ll 

substc .. nti ve 2-nd crr;.·:n.:. zP .. tio:n:::l r•..rr.~~ngem.ents for the Cc.nfcr~ce E':.re . - . . . . . . . . 

~;~ro:;,:erly ~Jc .. d.e. During tl"~e D'I-~~:CI~ Executi v_e Co~~·,1i :ttee ( 2Sth So~sion), 

t,he· UN Ei,?,l'l Ccrm~1iss~. on_er ·.for Ro:fugGes 2-nc~ Ii1011..Y 1,nrti9i:;_:;o..nts ·.:::.nd 

cbs ervors r leC:.ged su:.;1.;ort for .the Cc.pf e:conce o 

The I lrmning Cmllmi ttee in its e;~.rli er Session estim:.--~.te<;l 
• 

the Conferel?-ce budget a t U3~i,612 ; '716. . For m:...!ny re•.:.9.ons it -.: . .:.s 

decided t r .. c.t t~3.is r:.r:t01).nt ·~·,':-'..S tc. be 'contributed- by only CAU .l'.'!ember 

Stutes, Scm1dino..v~Em CC"J,.l.llt r i:es :-mel· volunt~ .. ry :;:·.ecncies ·C.nc:_ Church 

Orc~rpi.z~,:tions j~nvolved ~n ·.re:f'ug~e 'i'lo.rk ~jl . A:fricf.'.~ The three s.cc.n­

cJ.inc..vio..n Countries ( SvieC:elj, :rJprt·to..;y- r .. ne~ Der .. nw-rk) . ~:s \:ell [~S IUEF C' .. nd 

Churc;i Cr;i,c .. niz;; .. ticns· (Al~CQp ·;.:cc <.' .. nd. LWF) v.ere c.;prcro.cl.wc1 in c.1ue 

ccurs e r .. nd. tl...eir responses 'Sore gener::-~lJ.y ; c si ti ve o Cl~U . G·cnernl . .. 
Secret::> .. ri;."'..t . (B.T:IM.R) ~1c .. d sent since Au.~;ust 197&, ti1ree n<.,tes verb.:..le 

'' . 
. r~:.:-~:ei:'..ling to OAU r cmber St.~.tos to SUj}>Ol"'t t b.e Conference :::nd :t;'o 

contribute im po.rticule.r ftn-...ncic.lly tc it s.c. ::-.. s to 8-Ssure its· ··· 
~ 

success. It ~ ..... ......_s to be obs<;:rved. \'lith reg~~t . .. t:hat no res~~cnse 1'11.s 

so f r:r been r:f~.cei.ved frcm OAU Eember· S}:"'.tes o 

g. ·During its fi fth Session the. :'7lc .. nning Ccrm.1i ttee tcok 

rtc .. ny decisions· r' .. nci rocci:.:n!eJ.'ldr.:.tions ccnccrning the. folle;viing, mr:1.-tters. ~ -

(c.) Thc.t effc:rts shcl:!.l d. be int ensi :fi ed to cc 11 e ct 

contri 'L'Utions ~:.nd func1s from O.AU l'!embcr Stz-.tes 

c.nd frcr:t other sources if possible~ 
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b) Tho.t u reczy.est be me.de through the competent Tc..nzn.niml 

o.uthorities to H.E. the President of the Republic of 

Tanz~i~ to kindly open the Conference. 

c) Invitation letters to o.ll OoA.U. Member States ~d o.ll 

f) 

·other participants l:ould be signed by the Chu.irmc::.n of the 

Plc.nning Commi tt co on ~ehc.lf of the ~.;hrcc co-sponsors 

( o:1.U, UNHCR and ECA) • 

OAU ~'icmbcr States pDrticipation in the Conference 

IIinisterio.l lovel and. that the Conference budget 

11 meet the costs of. return tickets and per diem for one 

from c2.ch O.li..U. Jiembcr St~tc. This s~ep t"ias 

to ensure the p~rticipa.tion of r.n Uember States ~'..nd 

success of ·~he Conforence. 

dc:r~cs end venue. of the conference wore fixed fin2-lly 

at 7 to 17 Mo.y 1979, •~sha, Tanzanic, respectively. 

rl'ho.t ·the JI:x:ocuti vos of the;: three· Co-sponosoring orijanizctions,-

no.mely:- OAU, UI-JHCR c-,nd ECA tmuld be requested by tho 

Plc.nning Committee to agree n.mong ·~homsclvos on ~:ho l·rill 
• 

chair the Conference on the opening day. .The Permanent 

Conference Ghairman is expected to be from the host country, 

Tnn~anio.. 

10. The report nnd the recommendr,tions of the C-:>nfercnce ltill be rci:::cd 

to the 33rd. Ordinary Session of tho Council of lrli.nistors which uill be hold 

in ~funrovia, Liberia in Juno/July 1979• 

11. Follolvi~g the planning Committee 5th Session, a ~~orkshop on the 

Social, Economic, Institutional and Adrr.inistro.tive aspeds of ref'u.geu prob­

lems in f.J'ricn ~ vmll as a Seminar on tho Legal c-.nd Protec·~ion nspocts t-rcrc 

uonvcned in ..:trushc:-.1 T~nzania from late Jo.nua.ry to co..rly February 1979. tia.ny 

pc.pcrs trrcrc presented o..nd cxpor·~s on those matters li<1d the chance of 

thrashing out ·the different subjoc·l;s :'.nd maldng many useful <:md action 

oriented recommendations. An mcrcrt mcc·hing on the posD~bili ty of 

establishing in il.frica. a mechanism (a clen.ring House) to be responsible 

for collecting, colln:hing, Emd d.issemim~ting infor!:!ation on refugee m<::.ttors 

will be held in the firs·!; !1.alf of Mc.rch, 1979. rrhe Fl2.tllling Commi ttcc c..nd 

tho Conference Orgcmizing Socretc.'..ria.t should mnkc sure tho.t the Conference 

documents reach OAU Nombcr S·t;ntes by late Mcrch .or oarly llpril 1979• 
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