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FIRST EXPEil.TS' I![S]~TIHG ON THE PREPARATIOH OF . TIE INTFJRNATION!\.1 
-----~ ~--~--~~----·--. ~--- ~.--.. --·····----··-~·-··~··~·-· .. -·---·-------

Pursuia.nt to the Resolution C1/450 (XXV) c.do;'lted by the Tl;enty-Fifth . 

Ordina.ry Session of the Council of l-!inisters a.t its meetinc in Kampe.la, (Uganda), from 

18 to 25 July 1975 1 the firBt ex;'lerts' meetin;<; on the prepnration ·of an international 

hydrogeologionl ma.J:l of Africa met in Addis Aba.be. from 6 to 9 November 1978 in the Con­

ference Ha.ll of the OAU Geperal Seoretc.riat. 

1. PR.'B;!SENT 

Present 1<ere delec;a.tes from the follmvine; countries : Burundi, Cameroon, 

Egyj?t, Ethiopia, Kenya, Libya, l\!a.d<::.c.-asoar, lllorocco, l1iger1 Tanzania, UgD.nda. The ICHS 

(Inter-Afrioe.n Coinmittee ()n Hyclro.ulio Stuclies) "-111'• i;he JJJCA (UN Economic Commission for 
" 

Africa) sent observers to the meeting. 

The meeting WD.s opened on J!onday 1 6 November 1978 at 4 p.m. by the Head of -~he 

Scientific and Cul tur2.l De1x1rtment of the OAU Generc..l Seoretc..riat. 

In his address, the He.a.d of the Scientific and Gul tural Department pa.rtioularly 

thanked the delGc:;ates for the efforts they had made to )D.rticipa.te in this im;)ortant 

meeting. He then reminded them of the .objeoti ve of this first meeting which was to lay 

the basis for :m action totmrds the im;olementl:!-tion of resolution CH/450 (XXV) adopted by 

the OAU Council of Hinisters in July i975~ He recalled tha.t sevGrO:l African StP,tes 

especially those of the SAHSL were permcilently fM~d VIi th the problems of harnessing 

thGir underground tva.ter resources in vimv of the cyclic drought which continued to 

affect thG Sltp:,;ly of drinlc~nc •mter for the :~o;mlntion nncl the economy fn' general. 

He sa.irl ~hnt the pre;)aratioa of- n byrlrogeolocioa.l· ma.p for the African oontine!1t proposed 

by thG OAU Council of lanisters had a j?rivilee;ecl pla.oe in the global strategy of drought 

control. 

....... . .• /2 "' ' - -



Fin<illy, ·the Hec.d of Scientific and cultural De;::<'1.rtment cellGcl on the participants to 

consider very sGriously tho l<ays end me::cns of ensuring a satiafnctory accomplishment 

of this gigantic task. He cnlled on International orb"-nisc.tions, esi)ecially those of 

the, United l'Ye..tians System, to rrr-ovide technical and _fi.Dancie-1 a.ssistc.nce for the reali­

sation of this project, 

The follo11ing OfficGrs 11ere elected 

Chairman KT. SAT.!ID ABOUSEID (~gypt) 

Vice-che..irman A to SALONOH LSRAT (Ethiopia) 

Ral1IJOrteur !!Jr. TA~'IAYE CHEKJ'.NAOU (Niger) 

The follot-dnt; agenda 1ms nclo:Jtotl 

a) Report of the Ge;1ornl Secretariat antl General debate; 

b) Consideration of the national situation in Nember States and the 
contribution of international Ort:?.nisations in the preparation of 
hydro~~ologicnl m~ps; 

c) F.vo.luation of the bulk of the requirGcl l·rork and the •financial -impli­

cations; 

d) Prepc.rc.tion of a short, medium and. long term programme of work; 

e)· Rccommendc.tions o..nd a(toption of the ra.p:;_Jorteur' s repor·b; 

f) closing session. 

Tho participants further adopted the folloNing 1<orking hours during the 3 

da.y ' s meet inr; 

Horning 

AftGrnoon • 

.from 10 · 2.oorrl• to 1 pom. 

from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

\·lith rc~artl_ to 4gend.c1 item 1, several d,eloga-Ges SlJOkG on the General Secre­

tariat 1 s report and informed the SGcretaric.t of the \1ork recently undm•tc.lmn in their 

countrieo on the prepnration of hyclror~cologicnl maps. Consequently, a ·hydrogeoloc~ical 

map of Ethiopia to a scnle nt 1/l,.Ooo,ooo hacl recently been publishGcl. Some delogetGs 

informed the purticipants th:J.t for about t1ml VG ytJars their countr:i;es had been carrying 

out several studies on tmdergTouncl water resources 2.11d had :;_1repared a number of hydro­

&;eological mc.ps a-t; different scales. Some delego.tes otc:.ted that most of the mn.:~s actuall;y 

published in MGmber States ~1ere not prop2red ii1 a similar Nay. They 1<ere of the opinion 

that tho exact informc.tion on Nhc.t ha:J beGn rec.lised in NGmber States should bott<>r bG 

made clml.I', 
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6. CONSIDERATION OF Tlill iiATIONAL SITUATION" IiT !c\Sl@T~R ST>l.T"::1S Al!D CO~ITRIBUTION 
··--""'-- -~~~. -•~•·--•• ··~-.-,.,.r ~--'N_,., _ _,...,~......_,_,,._,~-~~-~-·--·------·--·-~~·~-----·--~--' ---~~-.·--

,. 

-· ··----~ -~--~---L- ~~cc.ki_~§? ~P,;_~ho 4ge~.S?~\ i tc_fi,! __ f:1 .. soy_~;~7:.c:l.,_clclol1_·h~~--s ~u_l1Pliod_:.i!i~Q_rmc,tfon, .bl1 __ t.b.c.,~~~-~--::~ __ : 

... pro·scn·t 'Eli tuatio'i1 iif'their ··oouiitTics iii t~n 'cire2.~ Of tho ·prc~::>ciri~~:€iori. Or llyclroti,:e·oloeical 

'maps (sec annex for the full tests of the interventiono)o 

The gcner£'11 o-pinion 1;-u::.s tho..t the ~,;rcpn.r-:.,_:tion of nntional hydrogeological mo.ps 

Has meeting a series of rlifficlll tics the major o::l<JS on l<lhich >Jere 

lack of date>. nr.d clifficul tios in collectinG them; 

lnck of finw.ncinl and i.m.torin.l mec..ns.; 

l.:o..ck of personnel; 

spcci::.l gaoloL:~ical and social fnctors exist in£; in certain, member StntGso 

Some clolegc.tes highlichtocl the efforts mc.rlb by the Governments of their respec­

tive countries in· tho evaluation n.ncl the ho.rnossin~ of their undcrg-:rounc: wn.ter resources 

for n. better Lltilisa.tion in e.ll fiolcls ( np•icul ture, iml.ttstry, food, public hee-l th, etc.l. 

In this context., several thematic maps hncl alrc~;,dy been ~)I'cpared., especially hydrotopo-
·~, . /~r< ·~· :· 

graphical mar>S' gUologicC~l _maps and ''so ono 

Many deloe;atos spoke of tllc assistance they had rccoi vod from intornrttional 
~e- .. ~~ . *- * -!(- * orgr!.nizntion.s in this fiold~ cs;.~ccially 'from the EJ::C 9 U;:IDP, UNESCO, dEJ0, PHI, SIRDA 

etco· •• They eloo m.e;:1tioned the orga.nisc:.tion of natio11<:1l s~rvices responsible for these 
: . .' 

ncti vi,:ties in tho vc.rious .coun~·;r:ip.s a .• ~9.0.IJ!-.I?i llcl:·§;;:.~n.J;es sal:~l._j;ht'..t .their aountrios .. d.icl.. not. ... , ... L .. , __ 
. -·-'·'-~-'-••'.,..... . . ..... - ·-- . . . ,. 

have c,rry hydrot;uological maps· e:r~d. therefore ex:;_)resscd tho do sire that these o.ctivi tios 

be started as eo.rJ.y as possible .,,ith a view to attaining this objoct.ivc in conjuction 

1oti th in.ternu.tione . .l org2..11ize.tions such e.s tho OAU 2.11c~ o.th~r intern2.tioncl institutions. 

Some dclcgo.~_es pointed out tho iwportllnce c..ncl t!.J.c neecl for coopeve .. tion amongst 

Africc.n countries in the CLroa of their knowlodg·e about underground tvajior and cspcci;::.lly 

inter-·Sto..tes hjr(1ro[s"Cologico.l basins so ns. to ::~lan hotv bo::.::t to solve the tvn.ter J?roPlcmse 

* 
Norlcl l·icteorolor;ica.l Organization 

EEC Etiropec.n Economic Community 

UNESCO UN Or{;'.cmization for Ed.ucn.tion, Science n.nll Culture 

PHI Internatiom~l F.ydro{;'eoloeica.l Pro~-rammo 

UJJDP 

SIRllA 

U!< Development Progrn.mmG 

Str10dish Insti tuto fo~ De'velopment F.md -Rosoo.rch, Assi~to.noo 
..... ". \· 

.~,.·._:. 

. .. /4 



. ;:~ 

ct/963 (xx.::n) 

- -~- 4 
'·' 

~~ -~ ~<(19·~~~~~~::~}\ajil '.fP.~~\~'h~.;.~r-~~:..1 Qfe;f~~~~z-p:~. io,ri~~: ~~iiii:.:~R.~F~.f.~c~~ ~T.~~d'_ij~_~:n:.:t¥~~·-·· 
experiences acquirccl by ·!;heir organizaJ~ions i n tho field s of ev.:~.luntion of l,l.nclcrground 

water resourcco <'1..ncl the :n~e·;.)aro.tion 'of comprehensive h,yclroc;oologic::\.1 mn.ps. They )n.r­

tioularly emphasized the l)roblcms of compil<-'.tion of U:;:J-to-clatc .. c!o.:tn. ·as \'iOll c.s o_oor<.li­

nation at the. internc.tionc>,l level. The; :F:CA dclcc;D/Ges 0spocia.lly rccelled tho many re­

giona.l meetinzG n.nd oonferencus their orc;(l.niza·cio;.1 .h.:~.d hold on the ev2.lu::1.tio:1 ancl uti-
r.- • 1 ~ t ~ • • •• , ~.·• ~' '. , • • ~ ~ .. t 1 

lizt"\t'ion of t he co'r;:tinent' s undor{;"''OU11d '1-Klter r o'sourcos. T1lcy further rcc:?..llcd the 

relevant importc.nt rGsolutions adopte<.l at UN conferences on •~omtcr resources, in i1:ar del 

Plat a in Argcnti:1..:. in 1977 as well 2.s on clcscrtifico.tion in Nairobi in Se:_/Gember 1977 • 
' 

These conferences, ~hey sa:hl, ur:.;ocl all intcrnntion<::.l organiz::J.tions conccrnocl to coll<l-
* * * . borate •1ith thz Ot .. U, ECA, UN i n Ne\'l'-York, UHESCO, CILS3, CIER n.ncl l<'AC etc. • • in the so 

fields. ·; 
I r • t ., . ~ . , 

;. I \ ' I •: 

7. CONSIDERA'riOIIJ OF PROBLEMS RDLATED ··.-arr'.H TH~ 'llEALISL.TION 'OF 'l"'ill PROJJ~CT 
----~···----·--~--.......... - __ .... ~-~· - - .... _ ,,. ...... ~ . .......... . .... ~ . ..... -:: . ,, • r~ .. -- ·- ... ---:"··~· ;·.: ·-·-~-~~·-.. ·~·---:-··~---.. ··-· . -

A frui tfL\l discussion thoh -followed on i toms 3 u.ncl 4 of the 1\.gencla. 1'-lc.!'ly 
\ •' r.'"' \. ' • ~~ ~ ! • • ' 

clolcgntc:.; , ;~ntimnt'ocl thn.t in ,:vie~i ·:df~thcir rcc9nt cx~rio'n~es ~evcral :difficul-ties were 

going to emerge daring the rcnlisG.ti()n of tho j,)rojc ct. 
. .-:-: 

. Some sa:j,C\'c : "!(hn.t it was im;?ortar~~ to knm·T tho nnturc. ·nnCl''.:tY~)O of 'info'l"mdion 
~. ,,;_.;-:· .. '· ·! . . -~· . . ·: ' ' .. . · \';~ ·t; :· _!· 
: wh1cl'l. 'EjhotilJ. be 11'Iclu!iod on such 2.. m.1.p7 i:tlte sca le to be ?4-o:~1:tcd. so c.s t'O .satisfy 'the 

1 
,., 1 ~ • 1_ ., .. I 1 • 

1 
' t t -. .f 

i , o'J;rjqot-~vcs _ of .J;Ic~o~l~lt;i.bh pr{/45Cr:\.(~-:cv~) .qf ~h9 r:QAJ.J C.ot1l)~i'l.-r,~f. ~'llnts~J.,l•s.•_ o.t').cli -~~1Q· ,:On;J;lr. ·,i1,:f." :: ;i 
.itA:•..Il::,;J.:t . !.1,. ~~.!';-·~'-\ t.al.C ~ ·- .Ui~ .:.., •Jl •. .{~-~u..__t~ ~.-;.. ~.!: ~ ,, !...ot:C,;.-••· t ...;. - ... .,•'f.·•·;,\ifo'!' ·~:~~~ ....... --., . ....; t.. I ., •-~ ;o-.."t,';~.i ~ .T\lA .. (, t% ,.t ....... +-~~.c,.J.: .'!:' .. ~f- ~-~ <\''-l·_::!lz_,U"'.;.:.,.~v,.l'.....,...L<. 

tho work immc:<lio.tly ·required in orcler to obtn.in the necess::-.ry dr>.t:t on the project· in 

its present. phaso. 

ClLSS 

CIEH 

FAC 

Finally2 the discussions were oonJuctecl on the follovJinc points 

a) 

b) 
Definition of the objcctivc8 of tho W:l-P ? 

nnturc- Ar1ci 'types or' :i.:1formntion to ·'f5c includ.o:i ·on'· tho 
of tho mn.p 

" map, n.nd the scale 

o) cvc>.hw.tion of the bulk of Nork required. o..nd. the consideration of :,?roblcms 
r 'olntcd to the project r 

d) settinf:,'-Up of a co-or<lino.tii;g Coi:lfai ttcc, ~u;cl tho finm1cial impl:j.cc.tions 
of the organi znt iono of tho ~)ro j oct in its pro sent phase. 

~ Inter-States Commi ttec .. bn Drought Cdhtrolo i ii the SA!iEL 
' I l I "!f 

Inte r-Africnn Corruni ttco on ll;ydrolic Studios 

'FUnd fo,:r_Assistanco and Co-operation 
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,Rceardin.::; the clofini tion of the objocti vcs of ·hhe map, the unanimous view of 

clel•ag,c:tcs >ms that the former >mre cleo.rly stntc:l in the resolution of the OJIU Council 

of Ministers : ;1to ~)rcpz:.ro n hyclroGoolo,gicr>,l mc.p of Africa so ::"!.G to ncq:uirc o. bcttGr 

knol'lledco c.nd 1;ro6oocl to n bettor utilizf:1.tion of undcr-£PI'ound lniater resources of the 

continent within the context of tho 'coj:rGinon"liC<.l ·e ~ratG[5Y for drought control. t~ This 

map should. include im~)ortant hyU.ro{}~ologicc.,l inforr:u~:-tion v1hioh should be of pra.otic(i.l 

usc to Afric:::c, This olc2.r defi;·,ition of tho objective helped clelccatos to tackle without 

g-roat difficulty the problem of the scnlo of the ,11n;), the nnturc ancl type of informa.­

tion that should be incluclecl, 

l:Ji th regnrcl to the scn.lo, most clelogatos. \;ore of tho opinion that for such 

a map to be as useful as inclicrctocl in resoltltion G!:i/450 (XXiV) it should be drawn to the 

scc..le of 1/110001000. This implies thc..t this ma~> should consist of rr lar[;e number of 

sheets. 

I·.~ost c1olc~~~c.tcs omphe..sizec1v thc~t this sc?.L:; shqulcl b<::: co:ilsiclorod since it 

corresponded \Vi th tl1c scc.lo ntlo~tcd for the lV'orlcl Intor!.:ntionn.l l'·lay, 2.ncl that the 

"topogrnphicnl contents t.voulcl ho\·mvor romn.in l~fricru1o Furthermore, while hcl::;>ing to 

avoid oxcossivo 6-enoro..lisc:1tions 1 this scala \Voulr1 f2,cili·Cc.to tho use of many bydrogeolo­

cicc.l dc.ta in c,: rrctional cxploi tc:tion of unclor-e;rouml wator resources, A f01r1 other clGlc­

gatos ho>Tevor fcl t thnt such e. mc.j_: should bco prepc.red to tho sce.le of 1/21 500 1 000 ns 

something ncv.r in the sorics of existin;; mo.,)G a.nd thos0 now bein:~· nro:?8..recl. They further 

observed thc.t the choicu of such <-".. sc:.\lo wc..s econoraicn.lly mora acce:'_)to.ble n.nd that cv.en 

the l/1
1 
000,000 scc..le coulcl not contnin "11 tho noccssn.ry informr,tion condornin§; tho 

informcJ..tion to L.1cludc on the 111o..;l, C':.elcr;·ntoo wore of the Ol)inion th.:<..t for o.ny mo..p to 

be of .::my usc, it shoul;:.1 cont2.in tho followi~G hydror::;oolot:;ioo.l information nnl~ indica-

tions 

a) clD-ta on t-J['..tcr strc..ta; 

lJ) pro:;.JOrics of ~Jn.tor str2..t2.. (naturr.: of rosorvoir, siz0 of rcservqir, 

CXlJloi tC'..bili ty of reservoir? typo of liVn.tcr strata, PNorc.e;u dc-;>th of 

shoGt, specific out:,)tJ.t 1 chemicc.l ;:>roporty of water, yossibility of 

rey)lonishmcnt;) 

c) data on the 
unclcrt,Tountl 

structl.."!.ros controli"-1C the direction 
Hater~ typos of sc:.liniz2..tion) ;-

of rc flow of the 

d) clim~tic clo..ta · (annfin.l rainfall, 6v,-:~.pot.:'.tion ancl trnnspiro.tion); 

e) fl.yclrolocice-1 ~)arc.mctors (basins, rivors 9 river souroes 9 borG-holes etc •. 

f) hydro-goomorpholocicr'..l do.ta. 

• .. /6 
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Somo ·other hut no loss importc:.nt irifo:Cme .. tion suqh t!.S hyc1rocoologicGl. r::1.ncl 

bot2-nica1· relc..tionshi~s, topogrr:.phicc~l- clo.tC'.., dnta on gooloc;ic(:,l forr.K:-,tions and soils 

should be includccl on se;:>arr.'.to m-::t~:::>s· or embodied in the cxpla.nc.tory ~1ote on the mapo 

7 c , ~.t.J",.J!ll tUJi'! OF TIQ.J?!JJ¥_.Ql~J:J:O~_ llli.~U.I!\!'"@._.£>]:!]_) __ ';i'.t\~LQ.Q]§IDZ:RA'r IOlLQ.lf.J"B.Q.~.EJIIS 

RELATED ~g_-~~~-~~ ~ . .£.R_Q_J;~G~Q.T .. 

• 

On the '"llOStion of tho evc,luation of the bulk of work required and the consi­

deration of tho problems rc_,latod to tho execution of the projects, most dGlogatos were 

of the o)_)inion that such en Gvalua.tion >loulcl be possible only c.fter establishing a 

s)_)ecial ancl ;1ormanent structure to folltM U;'> the clovolopment of the project, Other 

delegates thought that tho financial evaluation of the actual project coulcl be. carriGd 

out only with the assistm1ce of institutions spocie.lizod in tho preparation of such 

mnps, or consultants.. 1?ovortholcss, they felt that ooml)il~:tion C.lJd analysis of clatn 

were sufficient f"ctors for action to be taken as soon as possible. The Secretariat then 

informecl tho dolGt;;~tes tho.t p.t present it dicl not hc..vo L1JJ.y bydrot;oolor:;icc..l BlJecio..list 

or cartoGrapher at its Clis~Josc..l to carry out this 1.-.rork. 

In rcge~rcl to the orcc::.nizntion of tho projoct iE i:ts ;;>resent phase dclogr:.tes 

oonse(iucntly mnclc tho follotving s·ltc;.ccstions: 

}IJi thor '~wait the sot tine up of 2. stc.nclin.:; coorclin1-ting commit·t;co C!.t the 

next o;,u Council of ~iinistors to follOI'.r up t:1o :)rojoct; 

Or fall on the services of two consul tr.:.ntS ( o.. hydrogcologist ancl o. carto­

[)Ta.phcr) for n ~?oriocl of one or tw·o yeP.rs, 

On tho first suggestion~ delocc.tcs 1-:orc of t~1G o~Jinion that the setting UlJ of 

a .standing coorclinc..ting oon;mi ttoo ~vns ,1. nocossr..ry sto:) for the ln.unohinc of ·t.hc project. 

But becn.usc most 1"1ember 3t<:~t~s t·JOrc r:~bsent 1-~t the lid~1is .Ah:..bc•, meeting, some clclcg~~tcs 

felt that for the committEJe to bo truly reprosentcctivo of tho 1vholo continent it 1ms 

neccsse..ry to establish it in tho ~)rescncc of the m0jori ty of Ecmbcr :}tn.tcs.. It was then 

suggostocl to Vleti t for the next OLU rcouncil of Hinisters for such ~ commi ttec to be for­

mod. 

On tho second suc{.;estion1 dclccc~tos fcl t t!1c.t if this solution 1rJ[J.S the only 

possibility, it would be necoss::1.ry to submit to the next Council of lhnisters, the 

fino.ncinl implic('..tions of the rocrui tmcnt of tho tNo conbul·!:;C\,nts r;.nd ·their trips to 

1\fiembcr Stc.tcs so thc::'c tho nccess0..ry funds coulU lJe n.llool'..tocl for. ~the next co-orc1inf\,ting 

Committee meeting if this committee 1-1as set L')?, or for a ooetino; of the present panel of 

experts for the follow-up, of tho ·proljeot in its present .:,)hc.se, 

' ' 
• ; ./7 
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At the oncl of their cleliber~.tions the clclou·.tes nclo;)tecl. the following 

recommcnd2.tion 

TH~ FrR~L.P2C?j~EI'i~ .. J''~~~£.!.r:!~ __ .QP .. :~~]l.~L)~~E}--:rg~.:t:~+:~~CEI-" .<?R -~£J:J.~.~-.Il~:r:~Bl:Yh ~J~QEA.~ 

HY:Q.Il().G,f;_O_I,Q.GJ_Gj:_Jo %J!~.:? ... OE. .. LFRI CA ::: .. Jl.);ifJ)JJ_!.~f?J.:.£.1~ § _t_o _,2_!'i OVEJ_:_~EJ1 ).,9}8 

.9-~~l:'~sfri~~l~)Jl_g the res~)onse to be :~~iven to the plLM1 of o.ction of the United 

~\To..tions Conference on ~ .. httcr Resources held e .. t Er:r del Plt:1.tc1. (Argentin~) in 

!!,o.rch 1977; 

.fu·u::.re.. of the import::-:.nt role evn.lu2~tion and (levelopmeni; of uncler[:;;rouncl tll]2-ter 

resources cn,n f;lcy in the droucht and. ·clesertifioD,tion control projets in 

the vo.rious o.frico.n countries; 

.Q_0.£1E..~.SlE?..~i:~15 the importc..nce of the mee~ns to be adopted so as to secure a 

lJetter knowledge of -unclers·rouncl we..ter resources of ou.r continent; 

ilvit_l.pe of.. the fact thn-t lo..ck of n.clequu.te n::-..turn.l resources constitutes a ma­

jor obstnclc to intern,frice.,a coo:_1or2..tion in the evalu8.tion nncl rc.tionr.,l 

develo)ment of under.s··x·ounc1 1."ln.tcr resources; 

, 1. COlTGRATULLTES the OilU Aclministrc.ti vo i3ocruto.ry Generd for his initiative 

in convenin~.:; the .f1rst ::L_.'"'[perts l~eetinr:; on the pre~~:lri."'.tion of tlw Intornntionc..l Hydro­

geological m2.p of ilfrico. ; 

2. Rl!iCOHliiE?m3 th<:1.t a :.1ormcnent Coorclimotinc Commi tteG be set up on the prepa­

ration of the Intern~:.tional H~,rd.roccolo~::icnl mr-~p of Africc.1 to be composed of r.1t leCLst 

five membcrsi each re·._-.,resenting one of tho sub-regions of the Continent,; 

... /8 
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3. CALLS ON the oJ,iJ Council of l:Iinisters to provide funds for the c:.divi ties 

of tho srdd Commi t-Gec .; 

4. INVJI:r.1ES OAU I·loa~bor St:'.:~es ns vmll as ·Gheir Nntionr-:.1 Research Centres, 

Universities and Intern,::.tionC?-1 s~;ecic..lizod Acencios to coo."_Jcrc..te closely so e..s to 

fctcilite.to t}m collocticn of the nocess:-~y d2.ta for t~1e )ro~x:.rc.tion of the Interllationo.l 

Hydro27eoloc;ioal mo.p.; 

5. ImCOlll1'Dl.WS to the OAU Council of l•iinistero to rec;uest the Aclministre.tive 

Secrota.ry-G0nerr:l to t:.::)proc:-.. ch r:..ll International Finrrnciz-..1 Institutions with a vievJ to 

ensuring tho ~~)r,;:;,ctic2.l rcc:.lis-:.tion of the l)roject ; 

6" .iU?PEiLLS to ncmbor Bt:'..t·os to ensure their 2.cti ve pnrticipntion in the :Jrepa­

rn.tion of the InternGtionc,l I-Iydro:_:;cologic~l N<'..p of Lfrioo. • 

--oOo---



1) THADDEE !IJKANIRA 

2) SOLO!~ON ASRAT 

3) HOSES K. lUGtii 

4) RAKOTO!IDHAH!IBE J .H. 

5) . AIIDRii,RIVO EDllOND 

6) BADERI HLBIB 

7) FUNSO DLUJOHUIWBE 

8) BERHANU ASF~\N 

10) YILMA HOLDE E!IUU!UEL 

11) GRUJ.l LISSA!IT\1 

12) TA;:AYE GHEKI,ROU 

13) SAYEID ILBOUZEID 

14) oraAR HILAIE 

15) ENOCH KkBUNDUH 

16) ATIVON CODJO 

17) BEHALAL. Al,IBROSSi~ 
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Assistant Director of 
tho GeoloGY Dep2:rtr.1ent, 
lanistry of Geology nnd. lhninc; 
(Heacl of the De:.oo:rtment of 
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Lecturer in Geolor,y 
fup2rtment 
AA. University 
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Hinistry of Economic 
o..nd Commerce 

Cnrtogr:-..ph• 
Hinistry of Public liork 

Assistnnt Geologist 
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Hyclroc;ooloc;ist Rocionnl 
li.(1viser 

Civil Engineer Hydrologist 

Geologist, IlinistrJ' of Nines 

Director of C.':!.rtoe;r:cphy 
Ordnance Survey 

Councilor- Embe1ssy of !Egypt 

Secretary - Embnssy of !Jlorocco 

Civil Encineer Geolo(ti.st 
Ministry of ln.nc1 c.ncl ·;;..,-t;cr 
Resources 

Civil Ene;ineer HyclrogGologist 
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Embassy of c,~meroon 
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BURUNDI 
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ON THE PROJ.C:CT FOR 'rHE: PR.Jo:P.,Ri.TION OF 1.cN IN'I'f:RN.,TIQi'fAL 

HYDRO-GEOLOGIC.".L lvli.P OJ!' l..FRIC,,. 
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DH1J''l' RGSO.LU'riON 

ON l'H.f<: .PROJ ..,;CT ·FOR 'l'.t:iB f'R]!;P".H"'TION O:B' ".t\f IlijTERlif-.TION£.L 

HYDRO-G.ts:OLOGIC •• L l"11.P OF "J'RIC1. 

The Council <..f Ministers uf the Organizati:Jn of 1lfrican Unity 

meeting, in its 'l'hirty-Bec.vnd Ordinary Sessicn in Nairobi, Kenya, 

from 23 February to 2 l"iarch 1979, 

Having examin0d the Report vf the ".dministrative Secretary­

General (Document CJ"l/963(XXXII)) un the first meeting of experts 

un the project for the Preparati0n of an International Hydru­

geological l"lap of •'-frica, held in ,.ddi·s ;i.baba frcm 6 to 8 November 

1978 in accordance with Resolution Cl"l/Res.450 (XXV) Kampala, 

18 to 25 July 1978, 

Bearing in mind Resolution Cl"l/Res.336(XIII) Mogadiscio, 

6 toll July 1974 and CM/Res.450 (XXV), Kampala, 18 t0 25 July 1975 

which underlined especially the need for defining a global strat.egy 

on the continantal level to combat drought and desertification in 

1.frica and to undertake urgent and decisive actions to eradicate them, 

Recalling the important recommendations cf the UN Water 

Conference held in Mar del Plata (nrgentina) frvm 14 to 25 March 

1977, especially concerning the inventory and the evaluation of 

water resvurces and regional cooperation on the matter and a 

follow up of the plan of action of the said Conference, 

Recalling further the impo~tant recummendations of Ul\f 

Cunference un Desertification held in Nairubi, fr•.;m 26 .i.ugust to 

September 1978 especially recommendaticns 5, 18 ru1d 26, 

bWare of the fact that the Preparaticn cf an International 

Hydro-geological Map for l•frican Cvntinent shculd facilitate 

a better implementation and h8rmvnization of national p0licies f0r 

the development of inventury prujects and expl0ita.tion of the 

undergrvund water rescurces of all !"!ember States, 

C(mscicus of the urgent actiuns to be taken on Resolution 

OM/Res.450(.iLX.V), Kampala 18 to 25 July 1975. 
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l. CONG:tL~TUL.,'rES the .ildministrat i ve Secretary-General 

for the initiative he has taken to convene the first 

meeting of experts on the Preparaticn uf an International 

Hydro-geolugical l"'ap for J>frica; 

2. i:l11DO.ti.SE8 tho recommendati,Jns of the first experts meeting; 

3. DBCID£:8 on the setting up of a Standing Coordinating 

Committee of the said pruject at two membmB per region 

(one hydrogeologist and one cartographer); 

4. D~CIDBd that the following l"'~mber States be members 

of the Cummittoe and be calL::d upon to appoint highly 

qualified specialists to serve on it; 

North 1>-frica 

West .i•frica 

Central J...fr1C>.llll 

East i..frica 

Southern i~frica 

5. D.c;CID_t;S to appoint the inttJr-•• frican Hydraulic Studies 

Comnu ttee bas·c:d in Ouagadougou, Republic of Up par Volta, 

as principol Tachnical ;.dviser for the Standing 

Committee and to be tochnic<tlly responsibl;; for tho 

.Preparation of the Internatiunol .t:lydro-geulogical l"'ap 

fur ,.frica ; 

6. ..u·.i'.t:lO.h.IS~.S the "'"dvisory Ccmmitt.ee on Budgetary and 
Financial l"latters tc in collaborotivn with the Ganeral 

Secretariat to pr·,·vide a special yearly appropriation 

of US$ 63,296.00 for the activities of the Stas."lding 

Cuordinath1g Committee in connectivn with the Projeo"!:; 

for Preparation c.f the International Hydro-geolcgio3l 

Nap of 1lfrica; 
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7. O • .LLS em the ""dministrati ve Sacr0tary-General to urgently 

c::.ntact all UN specialised diu.atit-.tione, all insti'lt'.ltions 
on .G.fro-..:.rDb Co-operation and other s, .. urces of financing for 

the neces;o;ary funds for tha realisati,Jn of the said 

pruject; 

8. c • .L.GS on .all specialised institutiGns of the UN family 

expecially UNESCO, ECJ., U.dBP and UNIJ.i? to cooperate 

closely with the Standing Courdinating Co=ittee for 

the Project for the Preparation of the International 

Hydro-geclogical JV!Dp of .drica so as t~ ensure a 

maximum efficiency; 

9. ">.l:'PE • ..£8 to all !1ember States as wall as their national 

reseDrch instituti~ns and universities to participate 

actively in the project for the estDblishment of the 

internati.·~nal Hydro-geclogical Map for .~frica by 

especially couperating with the wc,rk ~f collecting 

and analysing the necessary data for the said project. 
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Annex II 

FINANCH..L ASSESSI:'~NT OF TE:S FUTUTIE b.CTIVITD0 OF THE 

STAI'HliNG CO-CRBINA'J:ING COI'liiiTTEE FCH TEE >'HCJECT 
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FINANCIAL ASSESSLENT CF Tc.'E FUTURE ACTIVITIES OF THE . 

STANDING CG-ORDINl-... TI~T; CCL1IT:TTEE FOH TI~ rF~..OJEdT .. !. 

~- • t !. .... :· "·: , .. ~: i ·-:·.r .. : ... . :: .. 

-At the cl'resent· pllase- of the o:rgaJ;li~~h~n of: the project, 
..... . . . ·. :.. :. · ... _... . . .. -....~·--· -· .. . 

it is, .:f:atent that. fer" 'j;he . ::;tanC:.ing · Oc-:-.brdin!','-tinr-. Cormni ttel:!· 
•' ~ - • ' ~ ~'... .. ' -- J, •· • ·• • ': I ·:: ' ,· ,•~ : • . • I ,' 

to successfully accomplish its task, it sho1..:lcl adc1~t a system 
. ' . -- . .. - . ·'· ' ,. 

of holC:.ir1;_o; 2..t least: tr:o meetinc,s "'' _year ... c..:Jt ~shculd. ,hov;ever ·be 

noted t:h::.t a budset ~'-l.lT[·ro:::>riation of US~27 ,853 ):.aG. alread; b~-~n -· 

mae.e \·.ith:in the 1979/Bo 1...~dg-~t;·'t6.'cov~~ '~\ie~tine· of s exi'oerts 
(, ~' . . - ' . \ ·. . 

in AcJ.dis'~.baba. 'The· General_SeCJ;"etC-t:J:'i<.}-t sue;c;ested that for the 
1979/80. fin.."'.ncie.l ye8.r, the'· Btand.ins;· .. Corrnr.i tte·e, in addition to 

·-· . . ·' . . - ~ . '- / ~- ' ;' . ,' . ' '.• 

the meeting alre2.dy :;-rovided for in the budget, should hold 

a second raeetint· and that the budget estimates cshould, cover 
the eleven ex:;;erts of thf,l StanC.ing Com.'Tlit~c~e ·(iO e-~~;rts ·. ·.-: · -·-· 

•• __ ;·. ~~:· ·J v· .. · -;; -..... -. : 
representing tl:'.e different sub-rec;ions o:{_ :t~'~ Crc;anization 

• I ' 

;::.nd one ex:oert from the I c~~S) , In tt~i .. s 'rcay; .. "~!lee following 
• \ " . ·~- • '.' . . • . J_, .• :_} . . 

dll ~lbnsti tute E_lSti!ne.tes for "the m.eetines . of the·' Standing 

Co-ordiri:.:tine coillini ttee for' 'tl'le- EStabif~l~e~lt c:t: v,_E)' I~terne.-
tio!,lal·,·bydroge·ol,qgi·cal' Map of Afri'ce. (Ref~ 6.6c~~nt. · . 

,. - ........ --: ~ . .. . ...... -~ ~ 'I'. . ., .. - .. . - . . - . -

Crii/933 :.<:JDO':.:J:I}_ Plfrt I; -rage 173, ?_h2.1=ter I, co~e _ 028) : 

. , )\i~~);;i.:J:)CS 
the project on 

locsical M!l.p of 

(2) o:f.the Standinc Co-ordinatine Committee· for 

the esta.blisl:naent of the International Hydro..: 
Africa. ( 5 days ) • 'o 

·,· 
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