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COUNCIL OF MINISTSRS Resolution CM/Res.119(IX)
Ninth Ordinary Session
Kinshasa -~ September, 1967

PHYTO-SaANITARY CONVENTION FOR AFRICA

The Council of ilinisters wseting in its Winth Ordinary

Session in Kinshasu, Congo, from 4 to 10 September 1967,

Hoving discussed the proposal to establish a continental
Phyto-Sanitary Conventiorn for Africa for the protection of the
health of plants as outlined in document WSCHC/18;

Noting that the Scientific Council for Africa, which net
in its Second Session in addis Ababa, FEthiopia, from 8 to 12

April, 1967, recommended the acceptance of that Convention;

Hoting further that the OAU Charter has requested for
coordination, harmonisation and intengification of activities

in fields such ac this one;

Convinced that if properly applied the Convention would
engure that plant direnses which 2re in Africa can be controlled
and eliminated, and thet new diseases ure not introduced into
Africa, thus helping tc increase the economic and food returns

from plante;
Decides:

l. To approve the Phyto-danitary Couveintiinn for africa;

2. To invite the Administrative Secretary-General %o

transmit it to tha Mempber Jtotes Tor ratification
| n AFRIC
and mubaecuent pplicotion. ,‘\o‘*,‘;’femm " %
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PH{TC-SANITARY COBVENTION FOR 4FRICA

HE, the Hesds of African Stote and Government of the

Organization of Afwricon Unity:

CONSIDERING that all possible sieps should be iaken -
(&) to prevent the introduction of digeases, insect pesis,

218 other enemiss of planis into any part of ifrica:

(b) to eradicate or coatrol them in so far as they are

present in the area; and

{c) %o preveni their spread +o other territories within

the areay

CONSIDERING PURTEER that the former Commission for Techniocal
co-operation in Africa has been integrated into the'Organization of
African Unity (hereinafter referred tc as "OAU") ond that the Phyto-
sanitary convention for Africa Bouth of the BSshara, done at London
on July 29, 1954, as amended in 1961, should be remodelled and ex—~

anded %o meet the requirdments of the African Statbes;
B 1

HECOGNISING that the co-oporztion amongst the ifrican States
in controlling pests and Digeascg of Plants and Plent products and
in preventing their introduction and gpread acroseg national boundaries
C#would be a vital contribution towsrds the realizetion of sironger

N .
solidarity amongest their peoples;

RECOGNIBING {furiler +the umeftlnoess of the internotional
co-operation provided for in the Internwtioncl Plant Proteciion
Conveniion signed at Rome cn December 6th, 1951, ané the need for

co—ordinaticn of aciivities in this field;

RESCLVED fo réinforee the links hatwcen our States by

establishing and strengthening common instituiions;
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HAVE AGREED A4S FOLLO:S:

ARTICLE I

',(1) The Phyto-sanitary Comvention for Lfrica South of the

Sahara done at London on July 29, 1954, and amended
by Protocol done at London on October 11,. 1961, is,
and remain abrogated as far az it concerns the aftican

Continent.

(2) The present Convention shall apply to all Nember States
of the Organization of African Unity, herein afier referred

to as "Hember States",

ARTICLE II
MEASURES OF PROTECTION .

X Each Hember State shall undertake to exercise at least
guch control of plant imports as the QAU shall consider to be
neéessany, and shall take within its territory such legislative

or administrative measures as may be required for this purpose.
ARTICLE IIX

5 Bush Member State shall take such measures of ‘quarantine,

)

certification or inspection, or such other neasures as may be

”._conoldered necessary by the 0AU in respect of any living orgenisms,

plants, plant meterial, seeds, seily compost or packing material
(including containers) end any other article the importation of
which has been considered by the 04U to constitute a threai +to

agriculture in any part of Africa.

ABTICLE IV

Bzch %¥ember State shall prohibit, for such period of
time as the QAU may wropose, the importaticn of any living
organisms, plants, plant material, seceds, soil, compost or
packing material.(including containers)'and any other article
the importation o which the 0AU has considered shall be refused

admittance into any part of ifrica.
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7
Fach lcmber State zhall take such action as may be desirable
to deal effectively with dleeases, insect peste and other encmies
of plante in its territory which the OsU conasiders have become, or

are likely to become, a serious danger within Africa.

ARTICLE VI

Nothing in. the foregoing Articles of the present Convention
‘shail prevent any Hember Stale from importing, under the safeguards
to be recommended by the 0AU, and for bure or applied sciemtific
investigations, smail quantities of plants, plant material or seeds
or any other prohibited material. It is undersatood, however, thoi
such impertation of prehibited nzterials shall only be mede in cases
cf abscolute necesmpity and after ensuring that the riskes involved
would be kept at the barest minimum, The Member State concerned
shall, however, inform the 0AU of each inportation of othérwise
prohibited plants, plant material, seeds, c¢r aoy other material

which ig made, and the O0AU shall so inform all oiher Nember States.

ARTICLE VIT

PANEL OF SCLENTIFIC CONSULMANTS

(1) Trere shall be estoblished o Panel of Scientific Consult-
anto. composed of Specialists in plant Pathology, Driomo-

logy, Nematology and other related disciplines.

(2) The panel of Scientific Consuliants shall advise 4he 04U
on verious technical nroblems relating fo plant healih

and protection,



(3)

(4)

(1)
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The Members of the Penel of Scientific Consultants shall

ba appointed by the Council of Ministers at the reconmenda~—
tion of the Educational, Scientific, Cultural and Health
Commission. The Scientific Council of africa shall rake
proposzls of poosible candidetes to tne fducational, dcien=-
tific, Cultural and Health Commiseion. Hach iHember of the
Penel shall serve for a period of four years, and may be

re—appointed, ’

Consultation shall normally be done by mail, but when the
volume of work warrents it meeting of the Panel may be called

to deal with the worke.

ARTICLE VIII
MEGTING ON PHYTO-SANITARY ILaTTERS

At the request of the Eduvoational, Scientific Cultural and
Health Commissior, or at the request of o Hember State and
after approval by half of the 04U Membership, a meeting of
Plant Experts of lember States may be called to deal with .
phyto-sanitary matterc.

The draft agenda shall be circulated at the tine that the

meeting is anncunced,

The Rules of procedure of the Educational, beientific,
Cultural and Health Commiseion gshall be applied during

such a neetinz,

If at say time tuo-thirds of the Member Utates have
rencunced membership of the 04U, the remaining ember
Stntes shall hold n spnecial meeting to decide whetlher
or not the Convention shall continmue to exist, anc if

g0 what admiristrotive, financial and other arrangcienis

would goverr its continuzd existencc.



ARTICLE IX
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

.The QAU Gereral Secreteriat shall service the operation
of thig convention and also shall implement duly approved decisions
of the OAT which may be token az a result of the application and

© operation of the convention.
ARTICLE X

Any dispute ooncerning the initcerpretation or application
of this convention which cannct be reselved by the Educational,
Scieatific, Oultural end Health Commiseion shall be referred to
the Commiasion of #ediation, Conciliation and irbitration of the
CAU.

ARTICLE XI

The Ccnvantion may be amended or revised by the Educational,
Soientisic, Culiural auwd Healil. Commicsion in accordance with the

provigionsg of Article XXXIII of the 04U Cherters

IN PLITH HEREOF, WE THE IBADS OF AFRICAN STATE AND
COVLIBIMENT HAVE APPROVED THIS CONVENTION,

Done et Kinshas in the Democratio Republic of Congo on the 13th

day .of Sepiember 1967 .



Algeria
Botzwana
Burundi

Cameroun

Central African Republic

Chad

HFMBER STATES OF THE

ORGANTZATION OF AFRTCAN UNITY

Congo (Brazzaville)

Congo (Kinshasz)

Dahoiney
Ethiopia
Gabon
Gambia
Ghana,
Guinea
Ivory Coast
Kenya
Legstho
Liberia
Libya
Hadopescar
Halawi
Mali
Hauritanio
liorocco
Niger
Nigeria
Rwanda

Senegal

bierre Leone

Somalin
cudan
Toanzond
Togzec
Tunigia
Hgeand s
United Axab
Urcper Volia

Zanmbia

itepunlic

13th beptember 1967
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