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DECISION ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PERMANENT
REPRESENTATIVES’ COMMITTEE
Doc. PRC/Rpt(XXXI)

The Executive Council,

1. TAKES NOTE of the Report of the Permanent Representatives’ Committee
(PRC) and ENDORSES the recommendations contained therein as follows:
- _- -_ - , -
A. ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND.B GETA‘RV._MATTERS FOR THE 2015
SUPPLEM ARY-BUDGET o
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availability of f
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ith effect from the 2017 bu
detailed and annotated, incl

requests should be realistic,
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Proposals for supplementa
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ceptional circumstances; !

the
e done

pplementary budget of U 0.00 should be
Government as per the latter’s pledge in.2015
20Y%,.failing which such pledge“will be

om the grant

by
vi) A suppleme y budget o payment of forty-one (41)
short term Commission Staff who were recruited for service delivery

improvement and whose salaries were to be paid from a partner fund that
was not released,;

vii) The salaries of the said staff members should be provided for in the 2016
budget and paid up to the end of their contracts;
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viii) The initial approved budget for 2015 is $393,039.455.00. The total amount
for supplementary budget is $53,836,582.87 which brings the total approved
budget for 2015 at $466,874.038.00;

iX) The Commission should ensure the observance of competence as well as
gender and regional representation in conducting recruitment.

3. TAKES NOTE with concern of the low level of budget execution by the
Commission during the period-under-review and REQUESTS the latter in
collaboration with M_t_amlser ‘States.and rtners'ta..take the necessary measures
with a view to ig_bahcin e budget executionrate; '-.,_

S.to allFMember States to meet their obligatio .-ta-'ﬁ&_cl dttheir arrears
thei tions for 2015;

| |
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RE ommissien.to highlight the-btidgets how the
prog Union would
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9. RECALLS the
programme budget as well as the peace operations budget;

contributions to the

10. REQUESTS the Commission to:

i) Ensure that the Budget Framework Paper (BFP) takes into account the
priorities identified in Agenda 2063;
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i) Factor in the operationalization of the African Standby Force (ASF) and its
budget implications into the BFP.

C. ON STRUCTURAL REFORMS

11. RECALLS its previous Decision EX.CL/Dec. 877(XXVIl) adopted by its 27"
Ordinary Session held in Johannesburg, South Africa in June 2015, requesting
the PRC, through its relevant Sub-Committee and the Commission to intensify
their efforts towards the development.of a new structure based on the
requirements of the,.A'U Agenda..206 Fram‘ewq_rk and its First Ten-Year

Implementatlon an guided by the principles ofssubsidiarity and complementarity

g'i'c/;rl1 egional Economic Communitie (R-E_E:..s apd continental
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System;
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ensitive posts in the propos
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U

vii) Imple and effectiveness

that do not entails

viii) Carry out, with the support of the Consultants, a comprehensive exercise
with respect to the other Organs, the Commission Representational,
Technical, Regional and Peace Keeping Liaison Offices in the next phase of
the exercise by June 2016.

13. APPROVES the principle used in the design of the macro structures of the
Commission and methodology adopted in the assessment of the current
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Commission structure which aims at bringing process and cost efficiencies as
well as alignment with the Agenda 2063;

14. ENDORSES the proposed structures of the Commission for which alignment had
been agreed upon and REQUESTS the Commission to ensure that the financial
implications of the proposed structure is not more than the already anticipated
cost of United States Dollars (USD) 1.5 million to Member States;

D. ONAUDIT MATTERS ... S
g p Ty -

REQUESTS the ommission to continue o fe w-ﬁ'p-qn the implementation of

ther endatigns of the Office of Internal Audit (QIA)"as wélllas those of the

ernal Auditors and report on audit matters petiodically;

Lt
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5
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| rder to achieve a satisfa
| Iﬁnancial year;

|
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rate by the end of h
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- I.
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based on the available fun sou capacity and the/OIA
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vii) The Commission should set deadlines for internal and external audits, and
take necessary measures to ensure that those deadlines are met;

viii) The OIA should undertake an audit of the reserve funds of the Union and
present the report during the first quarter of 2016 to the Executive Council in
July 2016, through the PRC,;
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iX) The OIA should submit a report to the PRC, through its relevant Sub-
Committee every three (3) months to enable it to follow-up on
implementation.

E. ONMULTILATERAL COOPERATION — Doc. EX.CL/928(XXVIII)v
a) On the Evaluation of the Africa’s Strategic Partnerships

17. REQUESTS the PRC in collaboration V\Li.th_tﬂe Commission to:

)

-
Comply wit and implément paragraph 16 emSm.p EX.CL/Dec.877(XXVII)
ed. by its"25" Ordinary Session of thé "ct.;%:./ Cquncil held in
annesbuarg, South Afrlca in June 2015 reaffirming the.right*ef all Member
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organiSed withi s of which the U'!el_p

!
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rtnerships and t0l stib
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a Vviev
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IImplementation Plan of Age

||
E IDES that the PRC will t ng Affica befC
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in the First Ten ar
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On Rescheduling of Par Summits

19. E Partmners or deS|gnated host cotintries at other
Pa its’ meetine enior-Officia an ings) are
held Partnership
Summits

20. APPROVES a 3 partnership meetings
per year as from 2017 for aII Strateglc Partnershlps and REQUESTS the
Commission to adopt its gradual implementation taking into consideration the
need to reschedule previously adopted Partnership meetings accordingly,
including at the Summit level, and in consultation with the respective Partners
and host countries;
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c) OnInvolvement of the PRC at meetings with Partners
21. REQUESTS the Commission to:

i) Ensure that financial provisions are earmarked to cover the cost of
participation of the representatives of the PRC, through the Sub-Committee
on Multilateral Cooperation in all partnership meetings abroad, while
ensuring that such meetings are held at the Headquarters of the African
Union whenever possible;.. —

o s
o8

ula on the participation f-FOm_ Africa’s side.

o,

ith the Leag \oﬁﬂfr PiStates to
Summit scheduled for"Equatorial

dmap;

nl
Review trl_e__Baﬁ'jul =

n Affica-Arab Partnership

|
to follow up offthe
Strategic | Partnership
from 26 tg 30 Octaper

implementation
igo ted by the 3" Africa-India
015; '

L

i
on _African evelo s

f

On Tokyo Internati
(TICAD)

MENDS the Islamic Republ nya for the agrdée
ed to,hold the TICAD VI Sum '

25. S:

ment te.hold TICAD VI Summit in=Nairobi and 28

i)  The apan, the United
Natio e Commission, the
United Nations“Developme 0gre e (UNLC and the World Bank to
combine the holding of the Second TICAD V Ministerial Follow-Up and the
TICAD VI Ministerial Preparatory Meetings.

26. APPROVES the offer by:

i)  The Islamic Republic of The Gambia to host the combined Ministerial
Meeting and REQUESTS the Commission, in close collaboration with the
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host and Co-Organizers of TICAD, to propose a suitable date for the said
Ministerial meeting, and to engage in active preparations;

i)  Djibouti to host the Senior Officials Meeting for the combined Ministerial
Meeting on 14 and 15 March 2016.

g) Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC)
27.  REQUESTS the Commission.in-collaboration with the PRC to follow up on the

implementation of the-outcomes_ofuthe Johannesburg Summit Plan of Action
(2016-2018) of CAG=of December 20 an-d'-t_o develop a follow-up

%

nd Korea, for cqnsideration by
f the 4th Africa Ko'rea rum

r steps to ensure effective a-Korea FQrum art
speed up the process of working documents
fommunlcated to Member i

N

On Africa-South Amer (ASA)

the /4" Africa¥South
ay 20

TAKES '"NOTE of the request

a Summit scheduled for Q

30. S the Commission, toge the South Ameri d the
sult with a view to propo itable new dates f ) of the
it.in 204 and to ensure that the werking_g finalized

31. REQUESTS theC SSIO collaboratic 3 to:

i)  Agree, with the European Union side, on a date for the Joint Africa-EU
Forum (JAF);

i)  Take the necessary steps to ensure effective preparation of the JAF and
speed up the process of consideration of the draft working documents.
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k)  Africa-Turkey Partnership

32. REQUESTS the Commission in collaboration with the PRC to ené:]age in
consultations with Turkey regarding a more suitable date for the 2" Senior
Officials Meeting.

[)  On the Recruitment of staff for the Partnership Management and
Coordination Division (PMCD)

33. REQUESTS the C_gmn'risgion o_fast-track the“recruitment of staff to fill the
approved and vacant pgsitions within PMCD,"te na'b-re_the latter undertake its
activities#and deliver on its challenging mandate, afi@l report back to
iop#of the Executive Council in July 2016;
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crisis by relaying informatio assess mis
D respective capitals in good :

egional Deans to nomina 2 that

mentmissions are carrie s scheduleg

ion to_enswke.that apprepriate follo ssessment
civil society
0orge

36. URGES Membe ates to spes ONe Voice e World Humanitarian
Summit (WHS) scheduled for Istanbul, Turkey, on 23 and 24 May 2016 and
CALLS UPON Member States and the Commission to implement the
recommendations contained in the Common African Position (CAP);

37. REQUESTS the Commission to report on the implementation of this decision to
the ordinary session of the Executive Council scheduled for January 2017;
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G. ON CONTRIBUTIONS
38. WELCOMES the following:

i)  The efforts by Member States to pay up their contributions and URGES
those Member States that have not yet done so to honour fully their
obligations;

ii)  The support of development-partners.to t the Union and CALLS ON them to
honour their comt:m'tments -
- -
=
g'r'; emporary exemption from sa 'n'?-\._ggqt >tate of Libya
ing of the 2017 financial year, taking into*account thegdifficulties it
; 5

39.
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e

f over two (2) cars t6"8ettle
ied on them in accords

with the existi

lift the long- sta

n, to allow the latte

n and other lInternatioral
| |

&L CALLS UPON the
nilateral economic sanction
honour its commitments to
O‘rggﬁizations;

|
EQUESTS the Commission t
Africa dedicated to and aimed
\V er States;

d
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S the setting up of a ittee of the*PRC 2 the
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D rreney. used by the organizatiop=n lig allenges
face ena;

45.  WELCO on the Scale of
Assessme ary Session of the
Executive Cou J& ed co ations with and reached
final conclusion on the proposed new scale assessment of the Republic of

Angola;
46. DECIDES as follows:
)] Maintain sanctions on the Central African Republic for non-payment of

its assessed contributions and accumulated arrears since the 2011
financial year;
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i) Impose sanctions on the Republic of Sao Tome and Principe for non-
payment of its arrears of contribution for the last two (2) financial years;

iii) Maintain the temporary exemption granted to the Republic of
Madagascar as long as it continues to honour its obligations in line with
the agreed plan.

H.  ON ECONOMIC AND TRADE-MATTERS

i e

ey,

-
47. REQUESTS thf__comm' sion to: -,

duct g.€ontinent-wide study to investigate the _of grtcomings in
e African Gro ortunity Act (AGOA) process and e the most

S e recorded bé ter"-.s_ec bmic and

L
1

America (USA)'to enstifg that
ember States under AGOA.

)] | Set up their national A ake better & vinta of

the economic and comm

i
s that Will=be
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aks with one
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'\ made in this context to en

ratter during negotiations

Speed up the implementatio ent ee Trade : A)

ycess, by allocating the n ds for the indige the
tiation process to allow th sion to traip®morg perts
)se within the Permanent ons of Membeér Sta Ababa,

49. CAL he Protocols
establist African Central
Bank (ACB), can Monetary Fund
(AMF), with a view*te“providing-the-cao s quate resources for the
implementation of the Continental Development Agenda;

50. URGES Member States to:

)] Forward, with negotiating regions their signed Economic Partnerships
Agreement (EPAs) to the Commission and REQUESTS the latter, in
collaboration with the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa



EX.CL/Dec.899(XXVIIRev.2
Page 11

(UNECA), to analyse them and ensure that they are compatible with
Africa’s development as framed in Agenda 2063;

1)) Designate their Chief and alternate Negotiators as well as focal points within
their respective Permanent Missions in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in preparation
for the negotiations on CFTA.

51. REQUESTS the Commission to:

)

Collaborate with--China_withinthe Forum: on China-Africa Cooperation
(FOCAC) a the Memorandum of Undeérsts ding(MOU) signed with China
fi dustrialization;

oundtable on current "economic inancial,
h acing the coner'ﬂ.._wi a yview to

L
1

tates, the implementation of
the Grand Inga Dam Project
|

RGES Memb information to™the
ommission regarding their nsure full cL]nti antal
eneficiation and shared pro an Minerals ev_elo it

OlentIIe (AMDC); i
| |

ion of this deciSignarto

REQUESTS the Commission to r.
he July. 2017 ordinary session of

ON THE NEW PARTNERSH ELOPME - D)

54. NDS to the Assembly to:

the Commission to expedite the finalizatia yration of

1ing._and"Geordination.Agen \P an Union
e envisaged
re es overlap and

duplica

i)  Also Request the Commission, in collaboration with NPCA, to propose well
defined criteria for eligibility of all Member States for NEPAD projects;

iii) Declare the vacancy of the position of the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
NPCA and request the NPCA Secretariat in collaboration with the
Commission to circulate the Terms of Reference of the position to all
Member States;
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iv) Decide that NEPAD programmes and projects be extended to the Sahrawi
Arab Democratic Republic and Somalia;

v) Also Decide that the harmonization of medical products should take into
account the draft AU model law on regulation of medical products;

vi) Request NPCA to provide clear completion time lines for the infrastructure
development projects with respect to the sixteen (16) Mega projects as well
as the new projects in the-pipeline-en-the continent.

i =

o "
ON THE SPECIAL.EMERGENCY FUNDFQR BRQUGHT AND FAMINE IN

o,

tion with the Commission to:

55. 5,

ctives and mandate 6 sub-
refugees due toithe simtarity of
y, thereby avoiding dupfi€ation
for the participation®8f the
essment missSions Off the

und and eIne
ire humanitafian sittfe

ference aimed atimok
f Fund iand to
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0
replenish it without delay

| n the continent;
| ¥

|i)| 1Sensitize Member State

Draw a timetable for conve
additional resources to en
address among others, the

ke mecessary measures,
s maede at different fora (
ible funds released;

petent organs, tc all
d G8) in order to use

V) aise_awareness_i * eff hange in
yuthern Africa
ana

56. CALLS UPON N
change by joining the African Risk Capacity (ARC);

in the area of climate

57. REQUESTS the Commission to:

i) Present, the final draft of the document to implement the Executive Council’s
decision on expanding the mandate of the Fund and to organize, in 2016, a
special session of PRC on this issue;
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1)) Find ways and means to expand the donor base of the Fund to include the
private sector, and individuals including from the Diaspora as well as non-
traditional donors;

iii) Harmonize the joint working arrangement between the PRC Sub-Committee
on SEAF and the PRC Sub-Committee on Refugees, Returnees and IDPs.

58. CALLS ON all Member States and partners to assist the Sahrawi Arab
Democratic Republic, which has-been-affected by floods in 2015;

T,

ission to report on the™im Ie-ﬁfom_t_ation of this decision at

eduled for January 2017. S

AGREEMENTS LY

59. REQUESTS the Com
its ordj 10N:S

60. ermanent Rep ;'é"h;ta /e of the

tional Airport ony14 May*2014;

nanimous to state th&eit did
epresentative of the ‘State
i s and immunitie§] gn
ularity or ncident®that
to the full @njoymentFof

all thﬁt was n
of Eritrea and
t|1ei arrival at th
ay have occurred on their a
mivi ges and immunities;

UhG'IES the Host Government to anent Mission @ th'le ate of
Eritrea, its Head and diplomati rivileges and/immurigies it
ccord§ to diplomats from oth S well as abide [
hasting abligations;

S thesHost Government, in [ i op
idelires on receiving dip - ation

64. RE manent“Representati OW up with
its pre n a Special
Session' oncern;

65. URGES the Ho Ve 2
i) Liaise with its relevant departments to ensure that immunities and privileges
are fully accorded to AU Staff and Diplomats of Member States at the
airport;
i) Synchronize the exercise of the duty free privilege in Ethiopia in accordance

with the Headquarters Agreement in transactions where United States
Dollars (US$) is the required mode of payment;
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iii) Review the rules governing the purchase of tickets and duty free items in
Addis Ababa in Dollars while Diplomats and staff members of the
Commission are legally restricted from withdrawing dollars and making the
necessary payment locally;

Iv) Expedite the implementation of the Quick Wins including effective money
transfer;
=y
V) Work out, in collaboration.withsthe.Commissien, a timetable for the drafting
and finalization of.th€ relevant guidelines™te-facilitate the implementation of

re putting in effect changes 'in rul@s that may
f bers of the C¢ iSSI® nd the
sonnel accredited to the, African

reement; "-II

t International rgl'ani IoNns
e tozimplement diploMatic

EQUESTS the Commission e issuance of visa§ to

individuals in the employment ully covered in the Affican

ion Staff Regulations and Ru to the Host Governmehi#for
(L:K‘FSIeration; i |
- i

ALSO 'REQUESTS the Commi t plemegntation f S
de@isionfin January 2017.
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