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PRESS STATEMENT  
 

The Peace and Security Council of the African Union (AU) fielded a visit to Abyei from 
5 to 6 November 2013 to mark its solidarity with the Ngok Dinka and Misseriya 
communities, as well as with the United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) 
as part of its effort to promote peace, security and stability in the region. 

 
Council was received by the Governor of South Kordofan, Mr.  Adam Elfaki, during its 

transition in Kadugli on its way to Abyei. Council expressed gratitude for the warm welcome 
accorded to it and the facilities made available.  

 
In Abeyi Town, on 5 November 2013, the PSC received briefing from the Ngok Dinka 

community through their representatives namely, the Paramount Chief of Ngok Dinka, 
Bulabek Deng Kuol Arop, the Chairperson of the Civil Society Organization, the 
Representative of South Sudan Political Parties and the Chairperson of Abyei Joint Oversight 
Committee (AJOC)-South Sudan on the situation prevailing in Abyei, as well as from UNISFA 
regarding its mission and the current situation in Abyei. On 6 November 2013, Council 
received briefings from the AJOC-The Sudan and the Misseriya traditional leaders, as well as 
from the people of Misseriya in Diffra. 

 
Council recalled the objectives of its important and historic field visit to Abyei as 

stated in its communique PSC/MIN/COMM.1(CCCLXXXVII) Rev.1, adopted at its 387th 
meeting held on 29 July 2013, and expressed satisfaction that the field visit afforded Council 
the opportunity to obtain first-hand information and understanding of the situation in 
Abyei. Council acknowledged the enormity of the humanitarian needs, as well as the far 
reaching challenges facing UNISFA and the Abyei communities. 

 
Council also noted the plight of the local communities and called for urgent 

development assistance, especially in the fields of health and education, and pledged to do 
its utmost in seeking assistance for such development. 

 
Council reaffirmed its communiqué PSC/PR/COMM.(CDIII), adopted at its 403rd 

meeting held on 26 October 2013, through which Council among other things, reiterated its 
deep concern about the situation prevailing in Abyei, and stressed the need for active and 
continued African involvement in support of efforts aimed at addressing the challenges at 
hand. Council reiterated its full acceptance of the proposal submitted by the AU High-Level 
Implementation Panel (AUHIP), on 21 September 2012, and renewed it appeal to the UN 
Security Council to urgently support the proposal as the best way forward for the solution in 
Abyei. 

 
Council underscored the inalienable right of the people of Abyei to self-

determination in accordance with the Abyei Protocol contained in the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement (CPA) of 2005. With regard to the decision of the Ngok Dinka community to 
conduct a referendum, Council listened to the expression of deep frustration, anger and 
concerns, as well as reasons for the action of the Ngok Dinka community and stressed the 
need for continued efforts to resolve the final status of Abyei within the context of the 
AUHIP proposal of 21 September 2012. 
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On 6 November 2013, Council met with the Chairman of AJOC-The Sudan, Mr. 

Alkhair Alfaeem Almakki, and the members of his Committee and the Misseriya Paramount 
Chief and the Community Leaders and people in Diffra before returning to Addis Ababa via 
Kadugli. Council listened to the expressions of their deep concerns and rejection of the 
unilateral action of the Ngok Dinka community and reassured them that the PSC had noted 
their views and would take them into account during their deliberations at their future 
meetings.     

 
Council underlined that its visit was aimed at helping in the healing process for the 

Abyei communities and expressed its determination to continue its support to the Ngok 
Dinka and Misseriya communities in seeking a lasting solutionso that the communities can 
co-exist peacefully. Council once again called upon all the stakeholders in Abyei not to 
aggravate the already tense situation on the ground. 
 

Council expressed its gratitude for the warm welcome and hospitality accorded to 
the members by the authorities and the communities of Ngok Dinka and Misseriya. Council 
expressed its deep appreciation to the Government of The Sudan and the Government of 
South Sudan, as well as the UNISFA Force Commander for their tireless support in 
facilitating its field mission to Abyei. Council commended the laudable work of UNISFA in 
maintaining peace, security and stability in the Area despite the daunting challenges it faced 
in its working environment. 
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