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YAOQOUNDE DECLARATION (AFRICA: PREPARING FOR THE 215" CENTURY)

We, the Heads of State and Gover nment of the Organization of African Unity, meeting
in the Thirty-Second Ordinary Session of our Summit in Yaoundé, Cameroon, from 3 to 10
July, 1996 at theinvitation of the Gover nment of the Republic of Cameroon have, in thelight
of the general situation prevailing in Africa at the close of this century, continued toreflect on

ways and means of smoothly ushering Africainto the 21% century,

2. We have noted, at the close of the 20" century, that of all theregions of theworld,
Africaisindeed the most backward in terms of development from whatever angleit is

viewed and the most vulnerable asfar as peace, security and stability are concer ned,
3. Weareresolved, at thisdawn of the 21% century, to create, by the most appropriate

means, conditionsto enable Africa to take up the challenges facing it, which, if

unresolved, could jeopardize the future of the continent for along time to come.

THE WORLD AND THE STATE OF AFRICA AT THE DAWN OF THE 215" CENTURY

4, Casting aretrospective glance into the past, we have noted that the world, which is
about to enter the Third Millennium, has throughout the century that isdrawing toa

close, overcome major hurdles and experienced remarkable changes.

Today, theworld isundergoing a far-reaching transfor mation:

- Since 1990, the international palitical system that prevailed luring the second
half of the century, has under gone fundamental changes;

- Theworld economy isdominated, as never beforein the history of humanity,
by atriad made up of Western Europe, North Americaand Japan. These
regions possess both the greatest financial affluence and the main industrial

conglomer ates as well asthe bulk technological innovations;
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- The growth of new communication technologies has accelerated the

globalization process asfar aslarge transnationals are concer ned;

- From specific development issues considered by the world conferences
convened in thelast fiveyears, a series of formidable problems arising partly
from these changes have emer ged: the unacceptable dichotomy of extreme
prosperity and abject poverty at the global level, the present alarming
population explosion and its negative impact particularly on urbanization; the
destruction of the ecosystems by the unrestrained utilization of national
resour ces in developed countriesand the prevalence of similar trend in

developing countries;

5. During this century Africa has faced a wide variety of difficulties, but has on the whole

made significant strides:

- Thanksto the successes of science and medicine, among others, over major
endemic diseases and infertility, the continent’s population hasincreased so

rapidly that its growth rateis now the highest in the world;

- The significant achievementsin education and training have reduced therate of

illiteracy and created professional and executive classes,

- Our countries have continued to acquir e various kinds of infrastructure and
have become awar e of the need to exploit the tapping of their immense natural

I esour ces,
- Sincetheir accession toindependence, our States have sought to promotethe
soci o-economic development of the continent by creating numer ous specialized

inter-African institutions;

- Thetotal political liberation of the continent hasjust been achieved. Thishas
been followed today by atransitional period characterized by the end of the
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one-party rule, the onset of democr atization, the emer gence of the state of law

and therestructuring of our economies.

Nevertheless, in the light of the general evolution of humanity during this century and
especially when compared to the other developing continents, such asLatin America
and Asia, Africaislagging far behind and may even be the most under-developed
continent of theworld aswe do admit in our 1994 Declaration on Population and

Development in Africa:

Indeed, Africa hasthelowest life expectancy, the highest infant mortality and illiteracy
rates, the lowest GNP, in short, the lowest human development indicator.

Furthermore, closeto half of its population livesin poverty and misery, while
unemployment and underemployment have become endemic, especially in urban areas.
Food production can nolonger meet the increasing needs of an ever-growing

population.

Environmental degradation isworsening due essentially to defor estation, drought,
desertification and urbanization which, accor ding to recent UNFPA estimates, isthe
fastest in theworld.

Additionally, the entire African economy is declining and increasingly losing its placein
the global economy. Cooper ation and regional economic integration are marking time,
while official development assistance is decreasing and the external debt burden is
becoming heavier. Also, capital flight is coupled with real brain-drain which, each year,
strips Africa of tens of thousands of its sons and daughters, professors, scientists and
other highly qualified human resour ces, which escape to the North as the continent

progressively losesits cultural identity in the face of dominant foreign cultures.
Lastly, Africa, at present, holdstherecord of inter-state wars and conflicts which
produce influx of refugees and displaced persons, and result in economic devastation,

enormous lossin human lifeand a drain on its meagr e r esour ces.

Aswe already stated in our 1990 Declaration “ on Africa’s political and economic

situation”, Africa’s plight isnot, since independence, imputable to lack of ideas,
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anticipation, proposals, individual and collective efforts on the part of our counties,
plans, strategies as well as decades devoted to Africa by theinternational community.
Rather it islargely attributable to the lack of an enabling environment, adequate
development strategies and particularly to the failure of our countriesto provide good

gover nance and make proper macr o-economic and sector al options.

Against the background of the aforementioned and other lessons drawn from modern
history, and weakened by our inability to provide better living conditions for our
peoples, we are convinced today that thereisan urgent need to rescue the continent
from decline and thus gener ate a new collective dynamism which can lead to a genuine,

self-sustaining and self-reliant development.

In this context, Africawill basically have to meet not only the main challenges on which
the international community pegs the survival of our planet and that of humanity, but
also to solve other immediate and mor e specific problems, the prime responsibility for
which liesfirst and foremost with our gover nments and peoples. The search for
efficient means to meet these challenges and the implementation of the strategies
formulated so far will depend largely on the place carved for Africa within theworld of

the 21% century.

RESCUING AFRICA FROM DECLINE

Stemming the Debt Crisis

10.

11.

Despite the various and numer ous initiatives taken by the international community to
alleviate the external debt burden of Africa (bilateral, multilateral and private), the
level of indebtedness remains one of the main obstaclesto the recovery of our

€conomies.

We hope our effortsin embarking on macroeconomic and palitical reforms geared
towar ds achieving greater equilibriumsand creating an enabling economic
environment for both local and foreign direct investments would be supported by a

substantial reduction in the debt and a major inflow of debt-free financial assistance.
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Wewish toreiterate that the practical and durable solution to the debt crisis must
henceforth be found through a systematic re-appraisal and review of all measures
intended for its servicing and through a concerted search for new, appropriate
solutions commensur ate with an equitable promotion of economic and social progress

in all partsof theworld.

REGIONAL COOPERATION AND ECONOMIC INTEGRATION

Regional cooperation and economic integration constitute one of the basic key
measur es for the socio-economic development of our countries. They areequally very
essential not only for the self-fulfilment of the continent but also for securing an
appropriate placein aworld economy characterized, inter-alia, by a generalized wave
of fundamental economic restructuring of economic entities spaces, oriented towards
achieving areal continentalization of markets, and intensification and liberalization of

trade and commer ce.

Since regional cooperation and economic integration help to promote the growth of
economy of scale, they constitute the best meansfor Africatoregain itslost external
competitiveness, to strengthen its capacity of negotiation in world affairs, to effectively
open up its economies, to rapidly launch itsindustrial growth and enter the world

mar ket through diversification of exports, compar ative advantages other than

commodities and ultimately mitigateits marginalization.

In thisregard, wereaffirm the pertinence of the Lagos Plan of Action, the April 1980
Final Act of Lagos and the Abuja Treaty as an appropriate framework for
implementing the African strategy of economic, social and cultural integration.

We hail and support the measur es taken by our Organization, the United Nations

Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the African Development Bank to

harmonize and coordinate their activitiesin order tofoster integration.
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Finally, we recognize the urgency for developing an integrated transport and

communications infrastructureto speed up the continent’s physical integration.

The State and Development

18.

While we acknowledge the benefits of market laws and mechanisms, aswell as private
initiative in the current context of profound economic changesin the continent, and in
reference to the successful experimentsin some South-East Asian countries, we uphold
that the selective, guideline and encour agement measur es by public authorities can,
without necessarily departing from liberalism, be very instrumental to the development
process. Any future development strategy should allow for a serious study of thisissue.

Promotion of Sustainable Development

19.

20.

Sustainable development aims primarily at ensuring a better standard of living for
present and future generations, it isfounded on democracy, human rights, good
gover nance, human resour ce promotion, economic and social development,

environmental protection, all with the human being, as the focal point.

Convinced that the human per son should consequently, and at all levels, be the object

of our preoccupations and initiativesin matters of sustainable development:

- Wereaffirm therelevance and currency of the analysis of the human and social
situation on the African continent which we made at our 30" Summit in Tunis
in June 1994 and was reflected in the* African Common Position on Human
and Social Development in Africa’;

- We alsoreaffirm therelevance of our analysis of the agricultural situation on
the African Continent asreflected in the African Common Position on Food

Security and Agricultural Development” ;
- Werenew our African and international commitments on issues of social

development as expressed respectively in our “ Declaration on Social

Development” appended tothe* African Common Position on Human and
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Social Development in Africa” and in the “ Declaration on Social Devel opment”
adopted in March 1995 at the Copenhagen Summit on Social Development;

- W call on our partnersin theinternational-community to honour the
commitments which they made at the World Summit on Social Development,
particularly by mobilizing substantial financial support needed for promoting
development and improving the quality of lifein theworld at largeand in

Africain particular.

M anagement and Conser vation of the Envir onment

21.

22.

23.

Environmental safety on our planet isthe biggest challenge of the Third Millennium.
Africaisplaying an activerole towards attaining this goal, asrational management has

become a major component of development policiesin Member States.

The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development recognized the
conver gence between the need for environmental protection and equity in international
economic relations. However, while solidarity between countries of the North and
Member Statesisrather tepid asreflected by the sharp deadlinein official

Development Assistance aswell as multilateral assistance to the financing of sustainable
development, world economic imbalances continue to wor sen. Hence, the need to
honour the commitments made under the Rio Agreement and restore balance in

international economic relations.
Concurrently, beyond the initiatives already undertaken by Member States, we must:
- Pay special attention to the protection and sustainable management of
biodiversity in Member States by adapting appropriate measures regulating

accessto and utilization and marketing of our biological resour ces;

- Examine all aspects of the possibility of obtaining patentsfor our genetic

resour ces by including therein the protection of traditional expertise;
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- Formulate appropriate national legislation in order to protect our countries
from therisk of biotechnological disasters, and lastly;

- Encourage regional cooperation in all areas pertaining to the environment as
recommended in the Africa’s Common Position on Environment and
Development adopted in November 1991 at the Second African Regional
Ministerial Conference held in preparation for the United Nations Conference

on Environment and Development.

Peace and Security

24,

25.

Peace and development areindivisible. Indeed, noneis possible without the other.

We must release Africa’ s negative image as a hotbed of clashes and conflicts, and
restorethelost dignity of our peoples by stirring to spare them the untold suffering
brought about by conflicts. Thisis so because future generationsand history will judge
usvery severely if, individually and collectively, we wereto shy away all the time from
our responsibilitiesin the face of escalating armed conflictsin Africa and at the same

time lack the political will to respect cease-fire and peace agr eements.
In thisrespect:
- We welcome the creation in June 1993 of the OAU M echanism for Conflict
Prevention. Management and Resolution which isalready contributing
significantly towar ds improving the Organization’s capacity to prevent conflicts

and maintain peacein Africa;

- We hail in advance the imminent institution within the said M echanism of our

early warning system (EWS) on conflictual situationsin Africa, convinced that
its establishment should be able to further improve the action of the
Organization in the area of preventive diplomacy by making it possible, notably
through pre-emptive action in gathering and analyzing pertinent data, not only
to establish the existence of athreat to the peace, but alsotolook for a quick

way toremovethethreat. Weexhort all potential data collectorsto
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communicate same information in time and provide the OAU M echanism

regularly with any at their disposal on war ning signs of imminent conflict.

- Considering the urgent need toinstitutionalize the M echanism as one of
Permanent Organs of our Organization, we request the Secretary-General to
proposeto an appropriate Council Session in the nearest future the modalities

of that incorporation;

- We equally commit Member Statesto urgently examine all concrete, pragmatic
and feasible recommendations of the Secretary-General aimed at further
strengthening the present operational capacity of the M echanism; making its
decisions mor e binding; providing it with adequate financial capacity;
improving cooper ation and coor dination between the M echanism and the UNO
on the one hand, and African Sub-Regional Organizationson the other;
codifying and subsequently using traditional African methods of conflict
resolution; associating, where possible, the civilian society and its offshoots with
the conflict resolution process, notably by systematic recour se to eminent

African personalities.

Asadvanced under disar mament, we welcome with satisfaction the recent signing by
African States of the“ Pelindaba” Treaty Establishing an African Nuclear Free Zone.
Similarly, we are committed toratify it aswe have quickly realized that its subsequent
implementation will certainly be an important milestone in the disarmament and
denuclearization process of Africa. We also express satisfaction with the fact that

maj or nuclear powers are signatoriesto this agreement.

The progress accomplished in the denuclearization of Africa should also be pursued
mor e than ever beforein thelimitation and reduction of conventional arms, according
to the specific nature of our region. Thisisaprior condition and an impor tant
objectivefor alasting solution to peace, security and stability. Consequently, weare
determined to conduct an in-depth study of the question of reducing the ar mament
burden in all its aspects, including the praliferation and dissemination (illicit and
clandestine traffic of arms) of low-calibre war armsin the conflict zones and its

vicinity. Our reflexion should also focus on the possibility of using a certain percentage
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of the deviants from this disarmament to increase the financial capacity of the

M echanism.

In order toinitiate aregional dynamism to enhance mutual confidence and security
through greater transparency in theinternational transfer of conventional arms, we
have decided to set up within our Organization a Regional Register on the transfer of

Conventional Arms.

Promotion of African Culture and Cultural Industries

29.

30.

31.

32.

Cultureisone of the qualitative components of development and is complementary to
such other quantitative components as those pertaining to the economic domain. It is
therefore a truism to say that the kind of development we want for the 21% Century will
also depend on the dynamism of our continent’s culture. Consequently, the continent’s
placein the concert of nations of tomorrow and beyond and the pull it will have on the
other regionswill depend on its cultural development; for thereisno doubt that the
continent’s culturewill go along way to enable other peoplesto better understand the
African identity in all its dimensions and ther eby change the negative image commonly

portrayed of the continent.

The creativity of our peoples, the liveliness and richness of African cultural heritage
and values should contribute to this development, especially by discarding the small-
scale production methods currently in use and evolving towardsthe large scale
production of the continent’s cultural artefacts, improving their circulation and

controlling their exploitation networks.

But the advent of the age of technological explosion, rapid computerization and the
breath-taking advancement in communication industries bolstering the trend towards
cultural hegemony have confronted Africa with the fundamental problem of aligning

its culture with technological know-how.
We are convinced that the preservation of African traditional valuesis perfectly

computable with the assimilation of advanced scientific and technological know-how.

However, the perpetuation of these valuesistoday threatened by the on-going process
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of cultural standardization. We must therefore adopt appropriate strategies to

safeguard Africa'straditional values.

The OAU very quickly gave thisissue serious thought. For decades, it made and is still
making tremendous effortsto foster the continent’s cultural development dynamics.
The Organisation’s most significant initiativesin thisareainclude the Cultural Charter
of Africaand the Plan of Action of Cultural Industriesadopted respectively at our
Summitsin Port-Louis, Mauritiusin 1976 and Dakar, Senegal in 1992.

Whilereaffirming itsrelevance, wereiterate our support for the Dakar Plan of Action
on Cultural Industries. At the same time, we request the Secretary-General to explore
the possibility of setting up a pan-African Institute of Culture and Arts, with the double
purpaose of training expertsfor the management of cultural industriesat all levelsand

serving as the centre of support for African Cultural Artistic Creation.

Itisin only thisway that Africa can survive culturally and continueto contributetothe

culture and world civilization.

HUMAN RESOURCES AND BRAIN DRAIN

We must formulate strategiesto limit brain drain which greatly compromises, in the
medium and long term, the continent’s chances of achieving sustainable development

and to encour age thereturn of the said human resourcesto Africa.

We mandate the Secretary-General to prepare, as soon as possible, an appropriate

comprehensivereport to enable ustake relevant, well-informed decisionsin thisregard.

Owing toincreasing world interdependence at the turn of this century, theworld is
bound to have one and the same future, and Africa and the other continentsare

compelled to share a common destiny.
The gravity of the economic crisisthat Africaisnow experiencing is an indisputable

fact that gives noroom for optimism. A largefraction of theinternational community

isthereforejustified in concluding that Africaisan afflicted continent. We however
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think that a positive and durable solution will be found to thistransient situation at the

beginning of the next century thanksto strict compliance with our commitment s
during our most recent Summit, and more particularly those of this Summit which is

holding in Yaoundé.

Africaisindeed decided to meet the challenge of its own decline. ThisisAfrica's
greatest resolve today for the next century, after a resounding successin itstotal
political liberation in half a century. It has abundant potentialsfor achieving this
objective.
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