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' REPORT OF ‘THE' WORKIHG GROUP OH THE EXTENSION OF THE .
: . ECTIVITIES OF THE AFRICAN GROUNDNUT COUNCIL.-
L d e e el e =Eio} OTHER AFRICAN OILSEEDS

| if.‘ o In, 1te5Fifteenth'Seeeion the Council df:Miﬁie%e;e a&epfed Resoluticn
CM/Res 225(KV) on oilgeeds, which appears as Annex l to this repoxt.

_ The reoolutlon,recognlzed the  necd for co—operatlon between Afrlcan 011-

o seed producers-ana entrusted the Seoretarlats of the OAU/ECA and the .
Afrlcan Groundnut Councll to convene a meetlng of AleCmﬁ Ollseed
produeere with a view to studying the adv1sab111ty of expanding the

activities of the African Groundnut Council to include other oilsceds.

2. The same resolution requested the Working Party to draw up a
report to be submitted to the next sessions of the OAU Council of Ministers,
the General Assembly of the African OGroundnut Council and the ECA with a

view of implementing the recommendations.

3 In accordance with this resolution the OAU/ECA and the African
Groundnut Council arranged for a meeting of the African Oilseeds Producers
to be held from 20-23 April in Addis Ababa to be followed by a meeting of
the African Groundnut Council to expedite the approval of the Working
Group findings. Invitations were sent to all the OAU Member countries,
but only 10 countries sent delegations o the meseting and one of them was
present as observer. Of the remaining 9 countriee 7 are members of the

African Groundnut Council and only two were non-meibers.

4 After meeting for three days and studying the documentation
prepared by the three Secretariats the meeting was of the view that_the
attendance was not representative enough tc allow it to take a final
decision on the guestion of expanding the activities of the AGC to include
other oilseeds. Howover, the Working Group adopted the recommendations
which appear in paragraph 17 of the Working Group's reopori appeariné as an
Annex II to this report acknowledging the necessity for African cilseed
producers %o present a common front in the world market and the need to

evolve a central body which would harmonize their policies.
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5. - The nmeeting further recommended that another session of the
Working. Group should be convened by the OAU/ECA and A4GC, as soon as

posgible énd-not later than early 1972 with maximun possible participation.

6. Pursuant to resolution CM/Res.225(XV) the report of the Working
Group is herewith submitted to the Council for consideration.. -

T "~ The Council maylwish to endorsge the recommendation of the Working
Group appearing in paragraph 17 of the report in which case financial
resources should be hade available in the 1971 /72 budget for the réquired
meeting.- o | o
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Cl/Rew, 225/B (XV)

RESOLUTION ON. OILSEEDS -

The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Uhit&,
nceting in its Fifteenth Ordinary Sessién in Addis ‘Ababa, Ethlopla,
from 24 to 31 August 1970,

Considering that the solidarity of African oilseed producers is a
factor of unitys

Conscious of the interchangeability of most of these oilseced Productas

Recognizing the existenée of an African Groundnuts Council open
solely to OAU Member Statesy

Taking note of this Council's decision to expand its field of

activities to cover other African oilseed products;

1, APPROVEthhis'decisionﬁ

2. . BMPOWERS the OAU Secretariat, in conjunction with ECA, to
convenie a neeting of African countries which produce oilseeds
with = view to studying tre advisability of expanding the

activities of the African Groundnuts Council to cover other

oilseedss

3.. RBQUESTS this working party to draw up a report to be submitted
to the next sessions of the OAU Council of Ministers, the General
Asqembly of the African CGroundnuts Council and ECA; with a view

to implementing the recommendations. .
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ORCANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY 23 April 1971.
AFPRICAN GROUNDNUT COUNCIL
ECONOMIC COMMISSION FCR AFRICA

Horking Group on the Extension of the
activities of the African Groundmut, Council
- %0 other African Oilseeds

43dis Ababa, 20-23 April 1971,

REFORT OF THE wORKING GROUP ON THE EATENSION OF THE
ACTIVITIZS OF THE AFRICAN GROUNDNUT COUNCIL
TO OTHER-AFRICAN OILSEEDS '
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1, The Working:Group set up 0 gtudy the advisability of expénding the
‘ act1v1tleg of thc African Groundnut Council t¢ cover other oilseeds mct
in Addis Ababa, from 20 to 23 April 1971, The meeting was jointly

sponsored by the Orgahization.of African Unity, the E¢onomic- Commission

for Africa and the african Groundnut Council.

~2. The terms.of reférence of the Wéiking'Gfoup; esténiignéé undér
resolutionNo. CM/HES~225(XV) of ‘thie OAU-Council of Hinisters, were o
utudy the advisability of expanding “the” aot1v1tles of the Afrlcan Jround-
nut Coun01l to cover other- ollseeds and” to report to the next gession of
;- he OAU-Council of Ministers; the Geheral Assembly of the Afrlcan Ground—
nut Council. and ECA, with-a‘ view to the 1mplementatlon of its recommenda~

Tt

tioljl'.sl"_,".- R T . .%E L ‘{‘.':f

3, The following countries participated in the work of the‘Grouﬁéa

Congo {Democratic Républic of )
Congo (People's Republic of ) .
Ivory Cnést . . T ’
Mali - L :
1. Nigcrla .:”n_;! W Ih T R TUEPE $’l%ﬁ S
HSenegal o o |
Sudan
wi Pogor I BN

s Tunigiaﬁ(ﬂbéérvérjﬂ )

PRI

4. The opening. meeting was presided over by Mr. Gratlen POGNON, A8¢1st1nt
Secretary General of OAU. After 1naugural addresses by Mr. Gratlen POGNOX,
lr. Jacques DIOUF, Executive Secretary of’ ‘$he Afr1can Groundnut Councll .
and Mr, B. K..NYPAN,%Chlef of ke BCA Division of Trade, Flscal and Monetnrv
Affalrs, representing the ECA Executive Secretary, the WOrklng Group

elected its oiilc;rs ag fO}lows;
Mr, J.A. EWEKA (Nigeris) % Chairhan
Mr. X,H, FRIEGOUM. (Sudan)d-: ~Vice-Chbirman' ' *
Mr Alexandre AKAKPO . (Togo)s - Rﬂppéf¥éuré .
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5. The-Gmomp"éEopted the followimg agendas
;i);JElection of the ChaiTman and other officers ‘
'ii)" Adoption of the agenda and the programme of work
iii) Analysis of womld'pfohlems in oilseeds, oils and fats,.
| ‘.as they affect African producers. L
iv) Experiénce of the African Groundnut Council, and possibilities of
| co-operation betWeen African countries in the field of oilseeds
#)' Obaectlves and proposals to meet the problems identified
vi) Con51deratlon of a draft agreement on the establlshment of -
an African Oilseeds Council
vii) Other business :

viii) Adoption of the report
| ‘

6. The Group studied a number of documents emanating from OAU, ECA and

4GC, enumerated at the end of the report,

T A general debate enabled the various participants to exchange their
views on the problems of "African o:lseeds and appropriate measures for

solv1ng such problems.

8. Under Agenda 1tem 3, the Group discussed the repercussions on African
producers of current condltlons .on the- world market for 01lseeds, 01ls and

fats and 1dent1f1ed the follow1ng problems.

L

i) Instability on the supply side;“ _
ii) Interchangeablllty of oilseeds on the world market._
iii) Violent fluotuatlons in prices.
iv) leflcultles in market access.

.Y) Falling share of developing countries in the export of

oilgeeds,

vi) Tendency to stagnation in import demand 4in the major

importing countries..

vii) Tendency of groupings of developed countries to squeeze
out African countiies in the world market.
viii)‘ Factors leading to high cost of production, collection and
storage of oilseeds
ix) Lack of co—prdination among Africi.n cilseeds producers in

the field of sclentlflc research
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Lack. .of ‘co-ordination among natlonal governments with regard to

[

Under Agenda iter 4, the AGC. Executlve Secretary made a statement

concerning the Coun01l‘s experlencc Wlth regard t0 co-operation among

African countries on 01lseeds, p01nt1ng out both the successes it had met

with and the obstacles it had encountered. The Group decided to bear this

in mind when fornulatlng its recommendations to the  OAU Council of

'Mlnlste

10,

I'S.

Fcllowing- its deliberations, the Gronp was convinced of the need

for Joint action on, the. part of the African vilseed producer countries, and

adopted the .following. guidelines for:recommendations on such action:

oi)

i

11.

to meet

e v
roe L

i)

ii)

*Effectivehsolidarity'anong'African:oilséed proaucers is &

factor of 4frican’ Unlty

‘The prlnclple of equlty should be taken into account g0 as to

ensure that the interests of all member States will be safew

guarded and that all oilseed products will be treated equally

African oilseed producers should aim at presenting a united.

.. front on the world iarket as regards in partlcular the

* production and’ narketlng of thelr products

iv)

Any duplloatlon of efforts with work already undertaken or

under way at the natlonal and international levels should be

.avoided:. ¢

The
“the

1)

The 1nterests of Afrlcan rural producers should be given due

"cons1derat10n and, safeguarded at both the national and inter-

naticnal levels,

Group then set up a Sub-commlttee on obJectlves and -proposals

problems 1dent1f1ed Its terms of reference were, as follows:

'To study the advlsablllty of expandlng the activities of

. the African Groumdnut Council to cover other 01lseeds

i)

To examine other alternatlve 1nst1tutlonal arrangements whlch

would meet the world problems 1dent1fled, as they affect tho
African producers, taking into account the detailed debates and

the shades of view in the plenary and the experience of AGC

iii) Recommendations to the plenary meeting on 23 April 1971.
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l2. The Worklng Group examlned the Re;ort of the Sub—Commlttee at its

meetlng held on 23 Aprll 1971.' It adopted that Report and Ehe Recommenda—.

tions which appear therein. The text of the Report is reproduced belows

i HEPOHT OF “THE' SUB—COMMITTbE o OBJLCTIVES s
ST T PROPOSALS 70 MEET i) PROBLLMS o

T 13, .. The, Sub-committec: mef. on 2l.and 22 April- X971y inder the Chzirman—
ship of Mr. K.H.B. FRIEGOUM, Head of the delegation from Sudan., - e
14. ..The terms of reference of the Sub-Commiftee weres. . -:

el

..-(a} , To Etudy“$he;adivsability‘ofrexpanding“the'activitiesEof#V:.
 $he African; Groundnut:Council ‘to: cover othér-oilseedsi” ' "
(h) to examlne other alternative institutional. arrangements which .

Would meéet the world problems 1dent1fled, as they affect the
African producers, taklng into account the detalled debates
w bl it Laaipadll U | |
Lilesr o L8Y Yo Submit recbmméndatiods to Hhe piehéfy dﬁ“éi‘lpril 1971,

I ) the shadés’ of View in the plenary and the experlenoe of

e = . ey . LI S DEE

15. After an exhaustlve exohange of v1ews among the various delegations
and in order to deolde on the obaectlvcs and pzoposals to meet the problems
affecting African 01lseeds, the Sub—Commlttee requested the Secretarlats to

place the Underlisted: documents at 1ts dlsposal.

i)""Summary of the problems affectlng Afrlcan o;lseeds producers as
identified by the worklng group on the exten51on of the acti-
'v1t1es of the” Afrlcan Groundnut Coun011 to other Afrlcan

DL -vOllseeds."

ii) "Guidelines for the Worklng Group". ) .
iiiY - "Comparison botween tho Statutes of the Afrloan Groundnut o

Council’ and’ the Draft’ Statutes of the Afrlcan OllSeed Coun01l."

16, After oons1der1ng the vsrlous p01nts of 1ts terms of, reference in
the llght of the above doouments, the Suh—Commlttee madg, therfollowing

LRI

reoonmendatlons for the Worklng Grohp.mw

PN e A et LI S
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17, The Sub-Committee

. Taking into .consideration the problems which affeot the oilseed
—prbducts as stated. by’ WorkihgiDocument Noil, No.2, No.3s

* Considering that African. producers of oilseeds should ain at -
. progsenting 2 common- front-on the world makret 'and, in particular, as

_:reggrdg{prbdugtibn_@pqima;ke};ng‘gi their commoditiess

,&greeigg on the ﬁfgeﬁ% necessity for all Afriéan oilseed
producers to evolve a central body which would harmonize their production
and tradeipoiiciés in*order to present a:united front on the world markets

et el L ade T

Notlng the 1ntent10n of the AGG to have as & long—term objective

the expansion of its activities to cover other Airigah oilseeds;

RS A
. o o W 1

.Strongly supportihg_that intention“of the AGC;.

Bearlng in-mind:the-necessity of maxlmum particlpatlon in the

Worklng Group of Afrlcan 01lseed producers;

Recommends

l. that another se&smon of the Group be convened by the OAU, ECA
- B
and AGC, as® soon as p0351ble and not later than eariy 1972

with maximum possible partlclpatlon,

2. that the OAU take apprépriate steps, with the ECA and AGC

"and the other African countries, to pursue this objective.

18, At the end of its deliberations, the Working Group adopted this
report.. '
19, Pursuant to Resolution CM/Res,225(XV) of the OAU Council of

Ministers, this report will be transmitted to the next sessions of the
CAU Council of Ministers, the General Assembly of the African Groundnut

Council, with a view to implementing the above mentioned recommendations.

n O'f AFR
<10 ACHIL LA
oL V Ar
‘\\Lj L a8 ¢,
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS

Provisional Agenda,
Expan81on of the African Groundnut Counc11 to .cover Other

01lseeds, Economlo, Instltutlonal and Jurldlcal aspectss . (M71-433)

Expan51on of the Afrloan Groundnut Council to goyer. other

01lseed3°' Eoonomlc, Instltutlonal and Jurldlcal aspeots. (Addendun 1)

Terms of reference of the Sub-Committée on obaeotlves and proposals
to meet the problems 1dent111@d (WP wo, l)

T e P Al s

' Sunmary of the problems affeotlng Afrlcan vilseeds produoers 28

1dent1f1ed by the Worklng Group on the extension of the:

' act1v1tles of the Afrlcan Groundnut Coun011 to other Afrlcan

oilseeds. : (WP- No._2) T R

. Guidelines” for“the“working'Group m(ﬁﬁ;]ﬁo. jj

Comparison “between the Statutes -of the' Afritan .Groundhit Council

o and the Draft Statubes of the African Oilseed: Council . (WP.No.4)

Convention creating the African Groundnut Cquncilf“:'JT‘ ‘

Statutes of the African Groundnut Council rev1ewed in Ootober 1968,

vResolutlon on Ollseeds.f (CM/Res 225(XV)
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