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-· . REPDRT OF •rli:E:· WORKII~ci 'Gi=lOUP mr TBE EXTENSION OF 'l'BE 

. . . JtC'.l:'IVI'rIES bF THE A.F~icA:tf ~~o~Nur COUNCIL . · 
.... ,_. •''' 

,---

TO O'r:ElER AFRICA.!{ OILSEEDS 

,•; .. 
:-,'. 

.. 

,I,i;i.,.i.ts ,Fif:teenth Session the Council o'f ·Ministers adopted Resolution 

CM/Res. 225(XV) on oilseeds, which appears as Annex .1 .. to this repo:r:t, •.. 

The resolution .rec.ognized the· ne<id. for 80..:operation .. between African; oil-

·'-

1

• •s,ee~ p;()d,U~~;s :nd, i>ntrust·ed tho Secr~ta.r:i~ts of the OAUjECA an~ ~hE:l 
l .. --. :-·· . . ' .,, . . . . . • . - ' ' '•' -

African Groundnut. Cpunc·u: to convene a rti'ee':ting of African oilseed 
•• - .' ,t_ ): - ) :-.. ;·:: .: • • :· '. • ·- -· ' - " • -. • • - ·" 

·producers with a view to studying the advisabil.ity of expanding the 

activities of the African Groundnut Council to include other oilseeds. 

2. The same resolution requested the Working Party to draw up a 

report to be submitted to the next sessions of tho OAU Council of Ministern., 

tho General Assembly of the African Groundnut Council and the ECA with a 

view of implementing the recommendations. 

3. In accordance with this resolution the OAU/ECA and the African 

Groundnut Council arranged for a. meeting of the African Oilseeds Producers 

to be held from 20-23 April in Addis Ababa to be followed by a meeting of 

the African Groundnut Council to expedite the approval of the Working 

Group findings. Invitations were sent to all the OAU Member countries, 

but only 10 countries sent delegations to the meeting and one of them was 

present as o'bserver. Of tho remaining 9 countries 7 are members of tho 

African Groundnut Council and only two were non-members. 

4. After meeting for three days and studying the documentation 

prepared by the three Secretariats the meeting was of the view that the 

attendance was not representative enough to allow it to take a final 

decision on the question of expanding the activities of the AGC to include 

other oilseeds. However, the Working Group adopted the recommendations 

which appear in paragraph 17 of the Working Group•s roport appearing as an 

.Annex II to this report acknowled,ging the necessity for African oilseed 

producers to present a common front in the world market and the need to 

ovolve a central body which would harmonize their policies, 
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5, - The ueeting further recommended that another sess_ion of the 

Working -Group should be convened by the OAU/ECA and_ AGO, as soon as 

possible and ·not later than early 1972 with maximum possible participatio_n. 

6, Pursuant to resolution CM/Res,225(XV) the report of the Working 

Group is herewith submitted to the Council for consideration •. 
'.:·. 

. 7. The Council may wish to endorse the recommendation of the ·1vorking 

Group ·appearing in paragraph 1 7 of the_ report in which" case firencii3,l 

resources· shoUld be made available in the 1971/72- budget fo'r the' required 

meeting;·-. . ·~ 
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•' .\. .. ~ CM/Res.225/B (XV) 

l,-_, 

RESOLUTION ON .. OILSEEDS 
.,. ,. 

The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, 

meeting in its Fifteenth Ordinary Sessi6n .in Addis ·Ababa, Ethiopia, 

frma 24 to 31 August 1970, 

Considerin;:; that the solidarity of African oilseed producers is a 
factor of unity; 

Conscious ·of tho interchangeability of most of these oilseed products; 

Recognizing the existence of an African Groundnuts Council open 

solely to OAU Member States; 

Taking note of this Council 1 s decision to expand its field of 

;:,.cti vi ties to cover other African oilseed pr.oduc_ts; 

1. APPROVES this .decisioni 

2. : E.t'\!POWERS the OAU Secretariat, in conjunction with ECA, to 

convene a meeting of African countries which produce oilseeds 

with a view to studying tte advisability of expanding the 

activities of the African Groundnuts Council to cover other 

oilseeds; 

3.. REQUESTS this working party to draw up a report to be submitted 

to the next sessions of the OAU Council of Ministers, the General 

Assembly of the African Groundnuts Council and ECA, with a view 

to implementing the recommendations. 
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23 April 1971. 

RBPORT OF Tlill 1·1CRKING GROUP ON ·l'ID: .B:Al'ENSION l)F THE 

ACTIVITIES OF' 'l'IlE A:l<'RICAI~ GROUNDNUT COUNCIL 
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The Working:Group set up to study the advisability of expanding tho 

activitie~ ·of"t·he African Groundnut Council to' cover other oilseeds mGt 
- t·· . 

in Addis Ababa, from 20 to 23 April 1971, The meeting was jointly 

sponsored by the Orgahiza tiqn .. _.gf, Af:pi9art _Uni t-y; the Economic· Commission 

for Africa and the Jl.f~ic~n G~qtm'.ilmt Counq~~·)'·,. 

,:· 

2, The terms .. of refei'en6e of the' Woikin·g Group; 

resolution .. No •. CM/RES-225(XV;} of 'the o:ti:u·-·c~lincil 

establ is)leil unde.r . -~. 
of Min'iste~~, were to 

study the advisability of expanding 'the activi t'ies of ·'the. Af;r-io!Ul Ground-
- . . . . 

.k n:ut Coup.oil t.o. cev<fr other oilseeds arid to· r8port to the next session of 

... the OAU. Comwil of Ministbrs; t'he dentiral · Asiie;nbly 6f: the A.irican Ground-.. -.. ·' ·. -· 

nut Coup.o;>;i) .. -and ECA, with··a=view to the irripl8nientation of'.its recommenda-
·,1· 

3. The following countries participated in the work .of the Group:·; 

Congo (Democratic Repub+ic of) 

Congo (People 1s,Republic of) 
_ ... 

'.·. 

!;•"; 

• 1 .. : ·•· 6ambii{ 
,._ .... . ;-.; .... 

'; 
. ':; ,.;1· .. 

"··· '· •. 

Ivory Coast 

Mali 
.... 

Nigeria 

Senegal 

Sudan 

-... : 

·•··· .. 

•'· 

·- .. -': 

i- '·!" . 

cc:..:·· : ~ .. 

. " ~ '. . 
. ; .-··,· .-· .. 

' . ~ ":; .. •: .. •,,-:, .• ,Tdgo~·'·' · · - .. 
\ ... · 

. -~·,.'; .. · Ttinis:ia '(Dbserverf ..-~: : 

, .. '··. ~ . '',. 
. . . . - ' .. i ':' ,. ' . '.( ·:' ... --~ " ' _ _,.. -... 

4, The ope,ning: meeting was presided over'by'Mr. ·Gratien POGJ:fON, ..'\,s;;iistant 

Secretary General of OAU. After inaugur~ · ad.di~~~~s \y M~;- ~~a t~~i:"i· POGUON, 
. ' . ,. ;_ ,·, ( .: . . ::.': :":_,._. •, -· - . 

Mr. Jacques DIOUF, Executive Se_creta'.ry of 'the African ·Gro\fildnut Co.uncil 

o,nd Mr, E.K •. _NXI'AN, •Chief of tho ECA :iiiviilion of ·oji.fa<ie, Fi~~~i and Monetary 
. ·· ... - -~· .. 

Affairs, representing the ECA Executive S8cretary, the Working Group 
... < . 

olectod its officers as .follo'ws: \ : .... :.·· . _ •. ,. 

.," :":" . 

Mr, J .A. EWEKA (Nigeria) ': Chairman 
. ·.,-;, 

Mr. )<:. H •. FRIEGOUJVi (Sudan)~--: YiCe-Cliii.irmah 
" .. ·" .. ..· . . . -

Mr • .Alexandre J\XAKPQ ·c (Togo}: 0·Rapportiur; 
, .. ,• ,,..·· --~·,; .. , .. 

: ··".!: .: .• :-.·. ·: ... ; '· . 
·.·· . .': . _ .. 

" ,: , ' .,_\::· ' . .'. '" · .. 
.·. ~. .. . -· (' 

;·.·. .... 



"·\ 
. \ .. 

' ::i.' .'~ : '.J· .. 
_:. ' 

' 

' .\ -\ i 
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··.'''. 

\ .· .• 
. ;·· 

5. The Group adopted the following agenda: 
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... 
':i.) Election of the Chairman and other officers 
ii) Adoption of the. agenda and the programme o:f work 

iii) Analysis of world problems in oilseeds, oils arid fats,. 
.as they affect African producers. 

iv) Experi~nce of the African Groundnut Council, and possibilities of 

co-operation between African countries in the field of oilseeds 

v) Object~ves' and proposals to meet the problems identified 

vi) Consid~ration of a draft agreement on the establishment of 

an Afr~can ·oilseeds Council 

vii) Other business 

viii) Adoption of the report 
I 

6, The Group studied a number of documents emanating from OAU, ECA and 

AGC, enumerated at the end .of the report, · 

' 

7. ,A general debate enabled the various participants to exchange their 

vie<is 'oU:· the problems of African oilseeds and appropria·te measures for 

solving such proble~s. 

8, Under Age.nda' item 3, the Group discussed the repercussions on African 

producers of oi.irre.nt conditions . on the· world niarket for oilseeds, oils and 

fats .and identified. the following problems:·' .. 
. i) · Instabilit;)'." on the supply side~.·. 
ii) 

iii) 
1

iv) 

v) 

Interchangeability of oilseeds on the· world market. 

Violent fluctuations in prices. 

Difficulties in market access •. . . ' 
Falling share .of developing colintries in the export of 
oilseeds. 

vi) Tendency to stagnation in import demand iri the'major 

importing countries •. 

vii) Tendency of groupings of developed countries to squeeze 

out African countries in tho world market. 

viii) Factors leading to high cost of p.rocl.uction, collection and 

storage of oilseeds 

ix) Lack of co-ordination among Af'ric1.n oilseeds producers in 

the field of scientific research 

I 

• 



• 
• 

• 
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x). Lack of 'co-ordinati'on among national g·overnments with regard to 

external markets. 

9, Under Agenda item 4, the A.GO Executive .Secretary made a statement 
. ~ ' . ' . ' ·- . ' 

concerning the Council's experien0~ with regard to co-operation among 

African countries on oilseeds, pointing out both the successes it had met 

with and the obstacles i-t had encountered. The Group decided to bear this 

in !Ilind when formulating. it" recommendations to tho OAU Council of 

Ministers. 

·. " 
10, Following. its del·iberations, the Gro'up was convinced of the neell. 

for .joint action on th!3:.part of the Af.rican· oils·eed producer countries, and 

adopted the ,following. guidelines .for:,recommendations on such action: 

.. ~ . 

i) ·Effective solidarity among African· oilseed producers is a 

factor. of 'African Unity · 

ii) ··The principle of equity should be taken into account so as to 

ensure that the interests of all member Stat.es will' be safe­

guarded and that all oilseed products ~ill be treated equally 

iii) African oilseed producers should aim at presenting a united. 

front on the world inarket as regards in particular the 

production and'marketing of their products 

iv) Any duplicatio~ of efforts with work already undertaken or 

under way at the national and international levels should be 

: .. avoided:,. 

v) The interests.of Atri~an rural producers should be given due 

·'consideratio~ and safeguarded at both the national and· inter­

national levels, 

11. The Group then set up a Sub-committee 
·:: 

on. objec.i;ives and J;l:t:'.O,posals 

to meet the proble~~ 'ide~tified: .Its ·~?rJ11:~ of ~?fer~nc13; we;re, as follows: 
I'; • 

i) 
.- : 

To study the advisability of expanding the activities of 

the African ·Groilndnut · Couri'cil .· 't'o cover other oilseeds 

• .. 11) ·To examine other alternativ~ institutional arrangements which 

would meet the world problems' ide~tified; as they ~ff~~t the 

African produoers, taking into account the detailed debates and 

the shades of view in the plenary and the experience of AGC 

iii) Recommendations to .the plenary meeting on 2.3 April 1971. 



12. 
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The Working Group examined the Rerort of the .Sub.,,..Committee at its 
•'• ., • -<' . 

··'ffie81iil1g 
, : '. I ' ' • '· ( [ . ...: .. .. . . : • . , •; '\ . · .. ~ ,. ..... • . • ·' .. . ' ·'', \. .. 

held on 23 April 1971. It adopted that Re.P.ort an.d.. :the Recommenda-
. .' . ' .... -.. - . .l.· • ' ·'' ' .. 

tions which appear therein. The text of the Report is reproduced below: 

REPORT OF THE.• stffi.;;cm\lnTTEE 'ON o:B:JE:dT:i:VES AIID .... 
. ' . PROPOSALS TO MEET THlii PROBLEMS !.! ' 

' . . . . ' •• . .. . • ! . . , ' • ·' -: . . \ •• 

IDENTIFIED BY THE.WORKING GROUP 
- . .' .. : ·~. ..;, . :' 

13. Tge .. S,ub;-c_ql)lmitt.ec" met .. on 21. and 22· April· 1971)·· tinder· the ·chairm'an-

ship of Mr. K.H.B. FRIEGOUM, Head of the delegation from Sudan·, 

14 • The terms.. ?f r~~~re!l'?\3. of the Sub:-.C?ml)li_:tt.ee were:,. 
..:,.: .. ~;.·(: 

.:··• .Ja) .. To study•.;l;ne·.adivsability of expanding· me ·activities of''·· 

.t.he Afr:tc;an:Gr.oundnut: Council to.- cover ·atlier··'ollseedsi-' 

(b) to examine other alternative institutional. arrangements which . 
.. ··l . '·;·.U.•· . . -· . . . '·•·' '· .. . .. ., ... •.. , .. 
would ·meet the world problems identified, a~.they affect the 

'· \... . . .... 
African producers, taking into account the detailed debates 

:; •.··' ""'' '''iirid the shades''of 4l.ew· in the plenary ·a:;.,d 'the ·experience of 
. , . 
'.Jt. ·.: .. 

'·(c} 'to submit re6b~m~ndatiori~ to 'the plenary o~ 23 April 1971. 

_,:_ . . ~.: ·.:· ,: 

After an exhaustive exchange of view~ aJl!Ol'lg the v;a:i;~ous delegations 
':.. .. . . . ... '·· '··· . . • .. 

and in ·order ·t.o decide .. on the. objeoti vos a!:ld prqposal.s. t.o .mE)et the problems 
. : . ·: .. '. ': ·' -~; ·, -· .. ,, . '•- ·• . , ...... ·. . . 

affectil'lg African oilseeds, the Sub-Committee requested the Secr~tariats to 

plac·e the 'underli~ted-·:ciocii.in1ent's at :i'ts disliosal :· : . ... . 
:··,' ···. 

i) "Summary of the problems affecting African ():i;ls;eeds producers as 

identified by the working group on the extension of the acti­

vit'.ies o{ tlie-·Af':rican Grouncb;,'ut coun~il' to o'the; Mrican 
: .... ., 

. · .. :· 

ii) "Guidelines for the Working Group". 

·•iii)· .. 11 Compa~i'soh between' the Statutes· of 'the ··JU:r±oaii" Gr~~dnut 
. .!. \ 

·.( 
:. ·.~ .. 

Counci:f artd· the· Draft Statutes·· of' the' .African Ollsee.d Council, 11 

. ·~ . ·.:·· :: . i.'. 
• .. · .. . ·' ···'· .. ;.:'. · .... ·.' ... 

16. After. considering the various J?Oints . of. its .terms qf, reference in 
' .:- .'. ·.'.• • _: • . • '.· :. i. ; '·· '.•· • ,. • ' . :.• ...... -

the light of the ab0ve documents, t)le Sub~C0mrpittee .. made.:the"foll.owing 
-~:·.; ·:. · ;:·.-~'~· .,. ,, ·.:·..:· .. _._.·: .. 1.:.':,,.:L;.:.:··:,,. -: . ·····. :...... ·· ····-· ..... · 

rec~m~~~dation~i for ~~'.". W?,f~.iil;f? ~r~]ll?• ...... , . · .·•.l: 

. _., ;}1 1.·. ,·,·· ••• ' 
:; :!: .. .i ··1:.·· ...... .. .. ·. _; ... :· 

·:. .. ~ . ; ; - ..:... 

. r '·.:·:' }~ : . . .. ',. 

... 
'.. J' . 

':': 

' : .. r ; .. ......... ,..:.. 

• 
• 



• 

• 
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Taki:rig ·into -con·siderat-i-on the problems which affect the oilseed 

. ··products· as stated·- by" Workihgi-Doci.unent No;l 1 No; 2, ·No. 3; · · 

Cons-idering· that ·African· producers' of oilseeds should ain at·.· 

, ·.·pros en tint, a· common- :front--on the world· makret :and, in particular, as 

. regards. pI'hduction and marketing of their commodities; . 
.... J ~ . . ~ ·. , .' •. • • ; .. ·- • .. . • .. ' ... - - : ' .L . ··-. • , . . .. 

Agreeing on the urge~t necessity for ail African oilseed 

producers to evolve a central body which would harmonize the'ir production 

and trade< poiicies in· order to pres·ent a• tinlted front on the 'world market; 

..... :: 
Noting the intention of the AGO to pave. as il. l~n:ig-terin objective 

the expansion of its activities to cover other African oilseE'.ds; 
' • • • ::: : "' •• ..i :. ~ ... 

... r. .. .. . StJ:()ngli'i suppor~ing tl,iat intention.of the AGO; ,.__ . 

·: : .. ·,."Bearing :in· mihd.cthe ·necessity of maxlmUJii pai'ticipation in the 

Working Group of.J\.f'rican .. oilseed _produders; 
.... :·, · ..... : ·.:.:.a. -- ·; .. ' ~ .,,_ .. ·- . 

Recommends 
:;; . '.:;· 

1. that another session of the Group be convened by the OAU, ECA 

and AGO, as· ~~~h ·~s p:~s~ible. and not later tha~ ~a~ly 1972, : 

with maximum possible participation; 

2. that the· OAU take appropriate steps, with the ECA and AGO 

and the other African countries, to pursue this objective. 

18. At the end of its deliberations, the Working Group adopted this 

report •. 

19. Pursuant to Resolution CM/Res.225(XV) of the OAU Council of 

Ministers, this report will be transmitted to the next sessions of the 

OAU Council of Ministers, the General Assembly of the African Groundnut 

Council, with a view to implementing the above mentioned recommendations. 

\ON or- AFR1c 
:'lJ"-<.. ,. .. .r1.c1rH,,cs ~4' 

0?-~~ ~:~1'~=--•·n:: &1'/}).. 
~ .~·~.;._,.,. ' 

0 •k' ;t", ~,-' • 1.,,.-:- f' / .,. ,a_,:/T;ft'.\ ti. {(,. 
·~~~u:.· ~· 

.s'"1/'"1oFitf"fRENC'i:. ,_ t-<& 
N DE ~·UNI~" 
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. ' 

·- ·'' - \ 

to meet the problems identified (WP No, 1) . 

Summary of the problems affect_ii;ig .Afric,an oils.<>.eds ,producers .as 

identified by the ·worki~ Gro;p o~ t~e extension of the ·.· · 
.; .! . - ' 1· ~- : " • 
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oil.f'!Ei.edi;;. (W,P •.. l'/o. 2) ···'· ..... :'..::."·. --
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. . . • ' .• • - . . ..... -·' ' - .- .:· .: . , _,... . . " .. •·~ ·r'· . .-.. 

8. Convention creating the· African Groundnut C~µl),Cil ~-- · . ·., ;·· 

9. Statutes cf the .African Groundnut Council rev:Le'wed. ":i.ri' October 1968, 

· lQ;. ·ResoiU:tion on Oilseeds. (cM/Res. 225(xv) 
.. 

.. ···'·' 

'· ! [ .. 

. ,-; ... -· /, 
\ ' 
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