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OM/409 

EXPLANATORY NOTE.ON THE TENTH SESSION OF'THE.--·-----~-·· 
CONFERENCE O~ AFRICAN LABOUR 

MIN I S.TERS 

lt Is the practice that each year, the Secretariat 

submit to this session,~ re~ort on the work of the.African 
' . . . . 

Labour Ministers who usually meet in March In Africa. and ,In 

ju~e in Geneva. Contrary +o thls p~actlce, the Secret~rlaf ls 

unable to
1 

submit this y~ar to the' present session, a detmi'l~d 
;e~b~t o~ the tenth sessi~n of~the Conference of Af~lcari Labour 

"'i.i'inisters for the .fol lowing reasons: 
,· 

2. First of all', there is rieed to state precisely for ttie 

benefit of ·t~e Counci I, the role of the OAU Genera.I Secretariat 

:~-~e~ards. p}epar~tions for ~~e Confe~e~~e.0 f Afr~ca~ ~abo~r-
' : \ ,.· 1 • • l , • , ' ,1 '• , ' I ·, 

Ml~istei-s. 1'n con~ormit~ with resol.utJon CM/Res.1'29(1~) a~d 
l . . ! • . ',.. . ' 

other provisi'ons o'f Rules 14-and 15 of the Rules of Procedure 

.of.the Conf~·rerice of Afrii::'an -L~bour Minls,ters,_ the r~l·e of the 

Gen~~ai S.ecret~riat Is confined to the org<1nlz~t.lon. and sup~r~l.slan 
oi fh€ secretari~t of the'Cdnference, sen~ing out lnvitatio~s ~o 

• : • • <> I • • ' ' • ' \ •"' : • ; ' ' • ' '• r 

'! i .. 

·Member States ·«ind observers .to attend the Conference, the· 

·preparations~ and d·is;trlbutio[l of ~ci~c'uine.nts>relating to· the agenda 

··of the'-confe'reri'ce,.i-ec~iv!~g the-"cr~cient'i~ls of'delegatlons, 

·p:ubl lshing -th~ final- report of .the s~ssion and 't~ansinitti'ng. it to 

Member States, preserving conference documents' i:in'd ·mainta'ining 

. the' ar.ch-ives of the Conference, 'bo'-~rd·iil.atlng the ac1t-i'vltTes of 

the· Confer.ence with those.of OAU· Rui'e. 16'.of the Rules of:· 
' . . . 

Procedu~e. further provides.ior-~ori~~ltatlon between. the: host· . ' . ., . 
. Government and the ·Admini~tratlve S~cretary~General. of OAU to 

determi~e the b~dget' n~~ded 'tor thil 1 preparation and hoidihg:of• a 

session of.the conierence. . .·· 

3. With' regard' to th'e yenue of subseque~t sessiohs of the 

·confere'nce,- by vi.r:-tu.e of R~le 8 o'f its Ru I.es' of Procedure·, it. is 
' . ""' 

·tfie respo~sibi I ity· of .the c'onferen.ce to 'decide; <Thus, the -

Conference used!•this p~erogative +·~: decid,e, dur1'~·9- i'ts Ninth 

iession hel·d· 'in •Lusaka' from 9 to·, 3 ~1ar~h 1970; ·tficlt its' tenth 

session would be held in K~m~ala, ~ganda In Ma~2H fg71: In-~: 
. . . . ! . . 

. ca~cordance with the current practice in th~~~ari?~s~in~titutlo~s •

of the Organization_ of African Unity, the OAU Gen-era I Secretariat 

6onsulted with the Government of the Republ le of Uganda starting 

•. 2 / •• 
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meeting. The period from 15 to ?O March,was;thE)n chosen for 
' .- • ' •l I' i • '.:• ! -·· • '• \(' •· ' . i • 1 ' 

,
1
_tl:)e-pr.9ceedings of the' te'r\'fh session <;if the Afrlcan·La,bour . ' 

M·i.ni'st·.el's;•. Memb'er''Stat~s.weri:i.'\n.fo~med ac.co'rd\ngiy' .in"' 
.. November· I .970. · ·, ·.·:-"'·'" .,,. '· "' ........ , 
··.: 

' .. · :_. 
·• ,; , • • ••• '• I • '- •• ' 1 •• • 

'?· :4.- '•·':. Prep.ara.tions_f.o,r this, m13c:itlng were. sEirio\i'sly',·erribar,.ked 

. ·. ,< ,~1P9 n,, PY'; !Jo~ h '.he" h9~t.; ~?~e r.rrne.nt · ~~ d th.e .Of U f>e~era·y s~~.r'?t.13 r I at. 
• • ' • I ' ' 

H1'e·former spared no e,fforts to finalise a'rrangement.s ;for t,he 

. holding of the Confere~c~ itself, its ~~oath ru~nlng. and
1 

the 

. ~ ·. 

, :'n~a+Ji·ri'2/1 ·c6mto'~t 'Cit.th~ de I ~gations. ·'For.' f.1.'~· p~'rt,' the Gen.era I 
i° ·,., ) ·., . -; ~ r · · • · _ >· . •;' , ' .. • , <· ,. ~ I! I ' • ' , ' ; . '' _, . 

'·:·: :·, .. •S.e9.r91taria:::·0f OAU'·dTd every.thing wi_thln .. ,its~ pow.e.r .. ,,tp •ca·rry out; 

. :1jit.h.?u•t1·delay, the'ni'lss.ia·n entrusted to .. i.t by'the.Assembly of 

., 1 Hecids of s:tat'e and. ·G?ve:rnment fro·~. ;tj1~ .t I me., o:f. :it~ F~.~~-t.h .. 

. ,.·,"b'rdinary Session in Kinshasa· in 196.7 ard rea;f..firmed l.n' the 

'Ru.I es of Proced~re~Vth'e coiit'~r~n~~-of Afrlc'~n L~bour Ministers • . , . '. . . . 

.;.;;;L:·,·:'.,· .s: '·::; i~tit~tlons to att(lnd·~·~e,me.~ting were sent.oGt to 
Member 'states ~n·d .observers.~ i nee N~vember»rg70 and :th"o'''wo

1

rki ng 

document's ··~e'r at Ing ''to. ~h~ . agen d~ i t·ems .we re· .p ra·c+ i:ca i l'y' riady 

' ' 

f-"· " be'fore' 31 ·o~''c:e~b~r .pf the ~~m~ ye,~r. , From the" f ir,s~\-leek .of 

Jan'uary, 1971. the' O~u: Ge~~r,~,I :Sec;e:t.ariai' s,tarte:d t'o; te\f'i;~.~ 
'p·o:s i.t I vs' 'rep I i es f ro{Tl Membe.r. S;rates. , ,.: . : '" 

·. ·l . . ,, 

'· •· • 1-· ·-· • , .·.:· ,·· • ·, ·, . . ..• r • ~- + 

:1 ' ' . . ' . ' .. ' .. ' ,.. ' 't· 
6.~'· .·:,.On s·,Mar;ch, .1,9:71, only twelve: Governments had o~fic;;ial ly .. . ..· .. ; . . '..' ' . 
informed the _(Oeneral. Secretar·i'at"of·'their'decision to attend 

the·Ka_mpala.meeti.ng• Despite·tt\is state''of a.ffai'rs, the .. 

· Sec
1

reta r i at ,firmly .. be i:i eved· 'f hat 'Afr i c·an· co~ht ri es w~.~· I d .... not 

a·i'i_ow, t 1he'msel.11es .tp. be taken in' b'y ·impe~i~·1 ist man.o~uvres" 
ci·e~igned to divide them at a time when' their' uni.fy -;..as ~ost 

.. desirabl·e. This conviction led.the:Secre·t.a~i·a·t +o·:~alt until 
•' , • ' , '.· {, , .. .. • • ; , . , • I , .':' • _' ' • ' 1 t ' , , 

; teh _days' b:~t~'re th¢ ,scheduled opeping .of,,the'meeting'}o. seize al I 
.• : .,,' .•... :f';·, ,, . . . . •' ~ ' ' ··; 

'6pp6t+~~lties o~ obtaini.ng the quorum· require~ f~ 1 a6dordan~e 

wit~'the''.fj rst ~a~~gr~p.h ~f ~~fe 20 of.~he Rule~ of': P~~ce~ure 
c;i'f..'tl)e·'conteren~1e in,.~~~es' to ,v~I ida,te t'h~"·nieetin'g ~·t'ttrn · 

'A.frica·ni Lab'o'ur M(nisters .. \n Ka,mP..!:l·la. . .. ":'· 
.j. i ',J •. 

" . ' 3/- . ' . '. . .. 
. ~ " " . . ' 

', '· ' 

,, . ' :' . ~ . i' 
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However, 5 March 197-1 was the date I imit set for obtaining a 

quorum. In the face of this situation and in accordance with 

the current practice of notifying Member States in good time 

should there be no quorum for a meeting so as to avoid 

unnecessary expenditure and travel, the General Secretariat 

carried out the instructions of the current Chairman of the 

Conference, namely, that the Kampala meeting be postponed and 

that it convene in Geneva just before the 56th session of the 

International Labour Conference. 

7. Having fal led to obtain the quorum and, in co.nformlty 

with the decision of the current Chairman, the OAU General 

Secretariat announced, ten days before the date initially fixeo 

for the opening of the meeting .in Kampala, that the i~tte~ ~ou~d 
be held in Geneva from 27 May 1971; Indeed, the meeting ot the 

African Labour Ministers opened on that date and ended on 1st 

June 1971, ten days before the opening of the present s~~Sldns 

of our Organization. In the cl.rcumstances, it Will be 

understood that it is not possible for the General Secretarfat 

to submit to this session, as In· the p~st, a report on the 

Geneva deliberations. 

I I 
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