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EXPLANATORY NOTE. ON THE TENTH SESSION OF THE o -commem = =" -
CONFERENCE OF AFRIGAN LABOUR :
“MINISTERS

_ Wf is the pracflce fhaf each year, fhe Secrefariaf
submlf to fhls se55|on 3 reporf on the work.of the African
Labour Mlnlsfers who usually meet in March in Africa and In
June in Geneva. Confrary to this pracfice, the Secretariat is
unable fo submit this year to the present session, a detailed
reporf on the tenth session of’ fhe Conference of African Labour

A

“Ministers for the foIIOW|ng reasons:

é._ L Firsf of all, fhere is need fo sfafe preclsely for fhe

_ beneflf of fhe Council, the role of the QAU General Secrefarlaf
:as regards preparaflons for. the Conference of African Labour

| Minlsfers I'n conformtfy with resolution CM/Res |29(IX) and
ofher prOVtelons of Rules 14~ and 15 of the Ru]es of Procedure

. of fhe Conference of African Labour Mlnisfers, the role of fhe
General Secrefarlaf {s confined to the organ!zaflon and supervisian
of the secrefarlaf of fhe Conference sendtng ou+ an|faf|ons fo
“Member States- and observers . fo affend fhe Conference, the " '
preparaf!ons and dlsfrlbufion of documenfs relaflng to’ the agenda
‘of the” Conference,,rece|v1ng fhe credenflais of delegafions,
publishlng the final. report of fhe se55|on and fransmlfflng it to
Méember States, preserving conference documenfs and maintaining

*. the archives oflfhe_Conference ‘co- ordlnafing the activifies of
the' Conference with fhoee‘of'OAU Rule 16 .0f the Rules of -
Procedure furfher prOV|des for consultation between. the: hosf
Governmenf and fhe Admfnlsfrafive Cecrefary :General. of 0AU to
determine the budgef needed for thé! prepararon and -holdihg:ofi a

session of, the conference.

3. : C With regard to. the venue of subsequenf sessiohs of the
conference, by virtue of Rute 8 of its Rules of Procedure, it

the respons1biltfy of. fhe conference to dec1de.“’Thus, The -
Conference ‘usedwthis prerogaflve fo deC|de, during s Ninth
‘Session held in Lusaka!from 9 to 13 MaréH 1970, that its tenth
session would be held in Kamna!a,'Uganda in MarchH #971: In "~

.. accordance with the current pracffce in the'various”ifnstitutions ..
of fhe Organization of African Unity, the OAU General Secretariat
consulted with the Government of the Republic of Uganda starting

2/
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from i2 Augus+ml§§C wn%h7éxv+awf+o fixing the date of the
meeting., The period from |5 To 20 March ,Was: Then chosen for

wThe. proceedings of tHe" TeﬁTh se55|on of +he Afrlcan Labour

Mlnlsfers.“ Member 'States were lnformed accordungly S
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'4f'f'f3 Prepara+|ons for +h|5 meeflng Were ser|ously embarked

L Upon by!bo+h the. hosT GovernmenT and The OAU General Secrelarlaf.

J’l..'“

-

The" former spared ho efforfs to flnal|se arrangemenfs for The

, holding of the Conference |+sell |+s smoofh running and the

malerlal comfor+ ‘Of The delega+|ons For ils par+ "the General
Secrefarlaf ef OAU “did’ every+h|ng wllhln i+s power To carry ‘out;
W|Thou+ delay, the mission enTrusTed To |+ by the Assembly of
Heads o Sfafe and GovernmenT from The Tlme of, |+s Fourth
Ordinary Session In Kinshasa ln I967 and reaffirmed I'ne The

Rules of Procedure Df +he Conference of Afrlcan Labour Ministers.

L
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5.7?”5_ Inv1la+|ons +o aTTend lhe meeflng were sant ob+ +o
Meaber Sfales and observers since November 1970 and The worklng
documents rela+lng +o the agenda |fems weré pracflcally ready
before 31 December of The same year. . From the first’ week of

Janbary 1971 The OAU General Secrefarlaf started fo!, recetve

T
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p051+lve replles from Member S|a+es. P A

doa e ! : . .
6 Lo on 5 March 1971; only twelvé GovernmenTs had OffIClally
|nformed The General. SecreTarlaT ‘ofitheir’ dec1slon to aTTend
+he Kampala _meeting. -Despite’ +this s+a+e of affalrs,.fhe L

SecrefarlaT flrmly bel.iieved that Afrlcan counfrles would nof

‘-allow Themselves +to be taken Tn* by rmperlal|s+ manoeuvres-j

de5|gned to divide them at a time when thelr un|+y was most

. desirable,, Thas convic+ion led. the: Secre+ar1a+ +o waif un+|I
"teh days before The scheduled openlng of the’ meefing To serze all
oppor+un|+|es of ob+a|nrng the quorum: requared lh accordance
with'the first paragraph of Rule 20 of, the Rules’ of: Procedure

of The Conference in, order to vallda+e the. meelnng of +he

Afrlcan Labour M|n|s+ers ln Kampa.la.
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However, 5 March (97| was the date limit set for obtaining a
quorum. In the face of this situation and in accordance with
the current practice of notifying Member States in good time
should there be no quorum for a meeting so as to avold
unnecessary expenditure and travel, the General Secretarliat
carried out the instructions of the current Chairman of the
Conference, namely, that the Kampala meeting. be postponed and
that it convene in Geneva Just before the 56th session of the

International Labour Conference.

7. Hav%ng failed fo obtain the quorum and, in conformity
with the decision of the current Chairman, the QAU General

. Secretariat announced, ten days before the date inifially‘fixeq
for the opening of the meeting in Kampala, that the tatter WOuid
be held in Geneva from 27 May 1971, Indeed, the meeting of the
African Labour Ministers opened on that date and ended on Ist
June 1971, ten days before the opening of the present sessions
of our Organization. In the circumstances, it will be
understood that it is not possible for the General Secretartat
to submit to this session, as in the past, a report on the

Geneva deliberations.



AFRICAN UNION UNION AFRICAINE

African Union Common Repository http://archives.au.int
Organs Council of Ministers & Executive Council Collection
1971-06

Explanatory note on the Tenth Session
of the Conference of African Labour Ministers

Organization of African Unity

Organization of African Unity

https://archives.au.int/handle/123456789/7639
Downloaded from African Union Common Repository



