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" REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY-GENERAL.
ON THE OAU ACTIVITIES IN EDUCATIONAL | SCIENTIFIC
CULTURAL, HEALTH AND IN RELATED FIEL.DS

- March to June, 1971

Introducti ons

B A number of 1mpor~tar»t act1v1t1es in the areas handled by the -
Scientific and Cultural Department and which fall in the educatxonal scu an-‘ c,
cultural, health and related fields, were carried out during the pemod Under
d1sr-ussxon, i.e. March to June, 1971 These are: the dr*awmg up of a draft
.project-plan for the proposed OAU Centr-e for Earth Sciences, the eeting
of Experts on the pr'oposed Equrvalence of degrees and dtplomas awardaed by
/-\chan and non-African institutions, and the continuati®n of several of the
programmes which had been initiated before, such as the antj~rindgrpest
.campaign, the antl—CBPP campaign and the pr‘ooceed establishmenk of r*eg!onal

, . food reserves in Africa. During the same pemod, several meetings had toke

' postponed Followmg problers arising from the last ordinary sassion of the

Council of Ministers in February/March 1971 in Addis Ababa.

Educational matters:

2. The Experts who had been 1nV1ted by the Admlmstr*atwe $ecr‘etary—-
Gener*al to consider p0551b1e criterid fFor the recognition of equwalence of degrees
and d1p10mas awanrded by various institutions, held their-first meeting from-22nd
to 26th March, 1971, in Addis Ababa. Invitations had been sent.to Experts from
Umvers1t1es of Cairo in U A.R. Dakar in Senegal, Ibadan in Nigeria, L ovanitim
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Makerere in Uganda. These-
Umversﬂnes were considered as being representative of the main educahonal

' systems obtaining in Africa. The Experts who actually attended the meetmq
were Mr. Mac Lorin, Technical Adviser s University.of Dakar' Chawman
Mr. B. Onyango, Academic Registrar, Makerere University, .Kampa_la Uganda-
and-Mr. M. Plevoets, the Secretary-General of Lovanium' University . After

. cens1der‘1ng the information presented to them by the Secretama and drawing
on their previous experience, the Experts considered that the FOU.OW'H"I'J main
elements have to be taken into consideration when attempting to establish the
equivalence between degrees and diplomas:

(@) Entry requirements to University studies,

(b) Duration.and conduct of studies,

(<) Qualifications and adequacy of the teaching staFF . s

(d) Contents of suhjects taught and depth to which the course woik
‘goes, and ,

(e) The method of assessment of the acquw'ed knowledqe and 5ot tuca.

The Experts then proceeded to d1scuss p0551b1e equwalence betwa2cn ert: y
r*equtr'ements and first degrees awarded by some African Universities. Tn the

© course of this task, they cmphaelzed that equivalence between qualifications was
. hot the same as equahty in value. Also they tock into account whether o~ roi
given qualifications were used FoF'entr"y_into the next stage of educaticn o for
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' *?,equwalénce oF some entr‘y quahﬁcatm'ns and fﬂ‘"ot degr*ees awar‘ded oy sorne
African Unwer‘smes which-will be subrwtted to, the' Edunattona‘t Smenttﬁc,
e Oultur*al and Health Cornn'ﬁssmn for‘&onsideration.

’-r» . . .

T

: 8. It is r*ecalled thaL At-was r*esoluhon No & E‘SCHC/FQea.é!-(I) whmn Was
th@_ f"f\st, or‘dmany neasiwn of’ *the ducat1onal .:rClentlﬁ

Cul’tu\r*ahand Hea.'lth‘ké

J‘ 40
os5e ocms%le wr‘w.t:ema for‘ r‘ecoomzmg the equwalence

ot $8 bt

degir-eyes and .—d}plomae, Would Facﬂltate the exchange of students and per‘sonnel
e“ tge States, thus ehe‘lpmg to: Fur‘fhe“ *LnteF"—Af’mcan co—-operatton

M af! eqUwalént < egr‘ees'and dlplomas fr*om Af“mcan and non—Achan fnstitutions.
o Af‘tei" belng dtscussed bJ the Edueatlonal Sc1ent1ﬁc, Cultur‘al and Healtn

and Gever*nrnent: f‘ or appr'oval ,m'

‘ R4 "
- Natur'al Resour‘ces and Nutmtlon-

o P
3 :.“1'.' 5 I

4, r Progr‘ess r'epor'ts on the' @AU pnogramme to estabhsh Centr-eq oF o
"I:xcellence and’ Regtonal Food Resef'ves in Africa, are the subject of. two
separate short report Howeven ,ﬁiﬁ th1s geng ral report, it is worth‘ n‘=ent1omng

that the‘Four- Experts. appom;.ed by the OAU o] c’maw up a pro;ect—plan for the -

"‘},--or"oposed OAU Centr‘e on Earth Sciences have corf*pleted thair won{ After
" wvisitingd Geveral Membe. States which constltuted a r'epr*esentatwe,san"ple of
i'OAU;member‘shlp, the F'our Experts meat in /—\ddlS ,Ababa Fr*om 27tn Apr}l 1971,

. to 3rd May, 1971, Dumng that meeting which was, rthe second. one For the Experts
on this tagk, they wroté their report covering the v1s1ts to vamous Mernber‘
'.States and finally they formulated their pr‘oposals for’ ‘the: pnoposed Centm on
Earth; Sc1ences._ ‘T'hetr‘ ‘prioposals ‘in this connectmn wl-l- be: submxtted to tha
:Implementatlon Committee for this priogrammeé aFter‘ Wthh Ty wonld Be
subrmitted to the Council of Ministerg.and Lo l:he Assembly OF Heads of" State
and Government for appr'oval ra'*" .

5. In the nutmtwn ﬁeld some Member‘ Stat 1nvalved in the proposec:

pilot.scherme in Eastern A"‘m .ca.- fop- the OAU p“‘ogramme to estabhsh regiona

food reserves have alr*eady subrmtted thew apphcatmns to theJUNDP reauestmg

‘for.the necessary ﬁundc; te payy Fon e ea§1b111ty ‘stUdy of that'pilot scheme. The

Secr‘etamat has conl:acted the UNDP requestmg a rapid processing of these

apphcatmns. Also the Secretam,at has written to.the FAQ réquesting them to

assemble the Team of Experts which is to carry out the required fea51b111ty
udy._ As indicated above, brief separate progress reports have been prepared

on- the ‘pr*ogr*amme to establish Centres of Excellence and on the programme

Cto estabhsh Reg:onal F'ood Reser*ves in A‘cha to whtch Aattention is invited.

.
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.- Health, Nutrition and Sanitation:

s T i et Wt T B -
8" ;The 'Di't’:ecto'r of.the OAU Health Bureau made visits to several |
_:countmes in order to acquaint himself with the sate oF national serv1ces in the
fields of health, nutrition and sanitation. Also ,dur*mg ”the visits, the
Director held discussions with the officials From the bountmes concerned
on these matters. It is known that m order to eff-‘ectwely carry out planning
and co~-ordination of the health, nutrition and sanitation-services of Member‘
States, an accurate picture has to be obtained of the current level of services
offered by Member States in these fields. These visits have therefore been
used to obtain a clear p1ctur~e of the needs and plans of Member' ‘States
concerned as well as qerwces they offer in the ﬁelds of health nutmtmn and
sanitation.

7. During the last meeting of the Association of Medlcal Schools in Africa
which was held in Cairo, U,A.R., from 24th to 30th /—\pml 1971, the OAU was
represented by the Senior Health Spec1ahst from the Health Bureau. The
Medical Schools play an important role in the training of professional and
paramedical personnel for Member States; and also in fprther{ng research in
the relevant fields. The Secretariat should therefore be familiar with the
latest thinking cbtaining in these Medical Schoeools to enable it to plan better

in the training and research aspects. Also where possible, the Secretariat
uses these opportunities to inform representatives from the Medical Schools,
of the OAU activities and decisions in the fields concerned.

All=African Cultural Festival:

6. . ! During the second meeting of the African .Cultural Council which was
held in Mogadiscio, Somalia, from 1Sth to 20th October, 1970, the Sections
to be staged at, and the rules to apply during, the Second All-African Cultural
Festival were decided upon. These have now been forwarded to all Member

States in document SC/CULT/20. The invitation from the democratic Republic

" of the Congo to stage the Second All-African Cultural Festival in Kinshasa
during 1972 has been accepted.. It is now up to Member States to begin
preparing their participants and cultural exhibits for that important cultural

event which is to be staged sometime in 1972. The actual dates for the
Second All-African Cultural-Festival in Kinshasa in 1972 will be fixed in
consultation with the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.
Member States are urged to prepare adequately for that Festival so as to
repeat or exceed the success that was'achieved during the First AlI—Afmcan
Cultural Festival in Alg1er~s

Next Meetings:
9. Due to the difficulties that arose during the postponed {16th Ordinary
Session of the Council of Ministers, several meetings of a representative
nature were postponed. The Second Ordinary Session of the Educational,
Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission which had been fixed for sometime
in May 1971, has been postponed to the second half of 1971. The actual dates
will be announced as soon as consultations are completed with the host
Government, i.e. United Arab Republic. That session will be held in Cairo
as previously advised.
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10, The Health Advisory Panel on Vwal,- Bactemal and Parasu:w,{

Dlseases was postponed Fr*om Apml 1 971 to 19th - 23r~d .July ’, 1971 Also

, ﬁb{e'é _ .ounced fafer’ "The’ E.S entlﬁc Céuneit for Af"mca' W111
_ hold 1ts meetmo m ngema as prevmusly not ﬁed to those concercned In all
o these cases, notes or~ letter*s adv1smg the postpoﬁement Sf the meetmg

concerned were forwar-ded to Member‘ States ahd to the mdt\nduals concerned

“M"‘ e.nd CuiEuhal Hp"-pé. 'ment of ‘the, OAI;‘_] Secr X

Jdey R O

ADDIS ABABA
May 1971.
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