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REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY-~ENERP.~ .. 
ON THE OAU ACTIVITIES IN EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC, 

CULTURAL, HEAL TH_:-ND IN RELATED FIEL.DS 

March to June, 1971 

Introduction: 

1 . · · A number of important activities in the areas handled by the . 
Scientific and Cultural Department and which fall in the educational, sc\.<"htific, 
.cultural, health and related.fields, were carried out during the.period°IJ~de.r· 
'tjiscussion, .i.e. March to June, 1971. These are: .the drawing- up .of a .dh"l~ 

,, . . ' ' ' .,.. , . -
.project-plan for the proposed.OAU Cent.re for Earth Scien~e.s, the meeting 
of Expert? on the proposed Equivalence of degrees and diplomas av.tarded by 

.·African and non-African institutions, and the continuatiOn of ~ever~l of the 
programr,,es 'f'hich had been initiated before., such as the anti-rin.d~rpest . 
,campaign, the anti-CBPP campaign and the pr.oposed establishmen~ of regional 

·'' . food reserves in Africa. During the .sam,e period, several ~eetings tiacJ to· be · 
-postponed following problems arising from the last ordinary sessi:on or the 
C.puncil of Ministers in February/March ·1971 in Addis Ababa. 

Educational matters: 

2. , . The Experts who h~d been invited by. the Administrative -$ecretary­
General to consider possible criteria for the recognftiOn .of equiv?tlenc.e of degrees 
?-Gd d~pl,omas awarded by various institutiops, held their.first meeting frorn-22nd 
to.26th ,March, 1971, in Addis Ababa. Invitations had been s.ent.to ~xperts from 
Universities of Cairo in U .A .R., Dakar· in Senegal, Ibadan in. Nige.r'ia, Lovan.iurn 
in the .r:)e~ocratic Republic of the Congo, and Makerer~ in ·uganda ... ·Jhese 
.Universities were considered as being representative of the m.ain ectuc!'ltiona.l 

·systems obtaining in Africa .. The Experts.who act\<lally.att.encjep t0e <T:eeting 
~Nere Mr. Mac Lorin, Technical Adviser, University.of Dakar,, Cf")~irman: 
Mr. B. Onyango, Academic Registrar, Makerere·univers\ty.., .Kampa!;;;., Uganda· 
and ·Mr. M. Plevoets, the Secretary-General ·Of Lovanium ;!Jnive.r:¥.ity, ,6,fter 

. c0nsidering the information presented to them by the Secretariat, 2,nd drawing 
·on their previous· experience, the Experts considered that ttie fpn()wlng main 
element:;; have· to be taken into consideration when attempting to establish the 
equivalence between degrees and diplomas: 

(a)"Entry requirements to University studies, . . 
. (b) Duration .and conduct of studies, 
(c) Qualifications and adequacy of the teaching staff, 
(d) Contents of subjects taught and depth to which the cou~se wo:·k 
· ·goes, and · . · ' ,. 

(e) The method of .assessment of the .acquired knowledge ?.!'l.d 2.pt:t·.:c'e. 

The Experts then proceeded to "discuss possible .equivalence betw.,on e:.t: y 
requ.iren~ents and first degrees awarded by some African Unive;..s.iti°E)s. ~:~ l:,,. . 
. cour~e of' this task; they emphasized that equivalence between qual:fic&.ti:i'>s 'N3.£ 

. not the same as ·equality in value. ·Also they took into .account whethe,.. c:~ ~.~:: 
given qtlalifica'tions were used fo;;; 'entry into the next stage of edt..:catic:-i o: · ~~: · · . . 

. .., . ~ ";'2. 
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·,_-~1';¢,plciy~~~ni: 6urp6se/3)- Pin'ally ,: they'--ioari<ie ol.l~iwith certain proposals on 
:c,;"q'uiv~_!,i;f,pe~p(ci;oi-r:{e e~try qualificai:fgt;is a,Q9 first degrees awarded RY _s,grne 
1~frtcan- Uni"\(ersi!:ies, whtch'will be submitted to. the' Educational," Scierit;ific, 

·--'"' Cultural and·· Health Commission-foi;>·:t\onsideration. '- . . - ' 
;. \' . . '·· -·· - ' 

;\-~ 
f -;:i:. \· j. ··~·:.··ff~···,·· ~ ~-. . 

- 8. It is recql,lec(tf]i3.t, i.~_,was reso lutldi't~N,o :1 SSC HC/Re_s_.4(1) which_ 'Nas 

rei;:pmmel)ffe'c':V~~~ '~h~. f.).'r~~-·(Jrd~riary cses~tpn .. bf-t88 Edu_cat'i'onat, -'Q:ienttfic' 
Cu i'tl~Vi3. l;~l'fd He~Ji~t'..,~?f:Q r1~~\ 9p whjct:) _F:eg~~7.ffthe ':6;dr;i,\nist rati ve. $ec re tB.ry­

. G~r,iera:t:1q :s~udy,,a_r,id',P/'P21fil~~.;possible/:;:rrt_et'i~~ ~or. recognizing the equ~valence 
-'· -o~ ct;,,.-9r:~€isirand ,di~J?t-~~ 1~:~!~de.f,tby,·_ A'.r'ic,3_~>7~~;r1on-L\fri¢an _institutions_. It 

::. , v;as hbp!ild that•$.ft_en.esca!::>J.1shrng:-:such. eqy11:1alen9e, lv'\ember St1?-tes would be 
.·"}·:.-!~ ,-,·; '.•,' ·- •-·<.·:'.' r$ .. _:'.?,!:• '' •. "'I .'· ;f"OI· _ • .. , , 

·:·'r;: ·: :.''\S'if''l-.1;> le<f;;oo absor!~ .. cffe.r:>i¢lly :S\.l)d :ip th~;r:tgt"jt p·Ja,S::e .. s, students wJ10 !:)ave the , __ 
.......... ' •' .,.- ... ·"·"' ·i· ... / ._.~ t -·. , • "''.' j '·-· ,, •" 

·: \:'t~?~f. i?Jq;;i;lJ!i~i()n8' d~Jt/".Y{t7:;.~_l.;S()_t~e:_§"1f c:;essful oper~tion ony1e _ e9yi~alence of -
_ ; ; __ ,c-·::, ;,defi!l)~\"'S:;~nd ,sJj.pJ.om;;i,s, WOL! ld fac~hl;jl-te;the exchange'•of :stu.dents,_~nd · personne I 
. •·. ·~r: ;:;.;t;~;,:; ~~~~6-b.;f1~R}~ct:?tat~¥, t~up1he~p~~_:9}ci-f~rfhi'!r· t~~er...:A~~i_<lii:_n;;o.,-opet;atton _ 

, · -.._:"\> P: ai!d td·:·str·e11gtljtj!_q:,?\(fr~can Ur]J-~Y ,•,;-The .last. 'work •Of the Exper~s. l,";-.,Only the 
·' "i•.~ :',,. ··~: ··~ _, -;>. ·i::;-.· '.'.•-'- l•--::""·l~·----~~ •. - ... ~ .. ,.' ..... ' 1<.·• . • . . _ .. _. ·"·.::·· ~;j;;_~_,.-·. 

•I: 

· ->-- •:•_ · b __ eginr\,ii:ig.'<;>'f'.' a·;le>i;ig process ~wh_ich w.P l .cu!minate~·fn. the· estab hsnment .of a list 
:'- .·-, o'f'-etia'l<Jal~nt';~;;;gr'~l:i~ and:dip;16r.nb:s fr.;,m Africari·and non-'Afr.i,;aninstitutions. 

.. _: Aft~rbEi\~~·- #iSci~ss~d by t~e 'Edu"ationar, ~c:;ientift~~.-9\:J~t~r,f;ll an? Hea1tJ1 
9omr,1issior\, the report of the Experts and •the~r .r,ei;:ori;tr:~n_4~J;,i?:~~,wHl _be 
foriNarded to·~he_Council of Mini,?ter,s and fo'·'the' Asq,etnb;l.Y.'l'lf"·'.fi;(ei;!.dsi0pf' ;:;tate 

.. , :~~·~8Yern0ent for 'app_roval.-, ... ,~- f·~f;~,~>l'f;{ '-: ·. '_: .-··· · _:: ",;_'.i''~'.:t''.. ::, __ ;:-;\;: :' --
t, ' " .. ~~ .,.,. , __ .,. ·G-· ' . ·\ ~· ...... •· 

Niitur'alR:<ii°sources and l)lutrition: -:» iw;-,'- ;· ·-?: ' .__,__ .. - " 
'·: ~-i; ~--. ' -~.1;: ' ~;i ' . ';'\ ... : ;;1'' !. • : .~ '~.-.:.··_.· •.• • •• ·=; 

4·. ·,_ ··p'rogr:-ess reports on the'-G"AU programm_e to'establish'Cehtres of 

""-

-Exte ilenc~ and"Regi
0

on? l. Food R~sef,)yes in Africa, are. the. s~b j~_ct' .of two_--1 
" separa:te'}ih_ort ·rep.;rl:s·." -Hbyve,v.e:rJAf'[i this genqr,a,l report, it is wortf}';rhentioning 

. . th1fr the.;F.our Experts_ appointed by the' c:iAU td dt;ilw up a project-p l~ci for the 
_ -' p'roposed-_OAU Centre"on Earth Sciences have ¢o(fypleted their-work'. _After 

)-- ·_v-isiting·t,sie~eraf Mei'.nber States .which constituted' a representativ.~,,sample of . <.' . Q"AU;meJi1bership;- the:•Four Experts met in Add(~;Ababa from i;!?,tl-l'.A.-Pril, 1971, 
. . . - • ' • • ' ' • '_, '. ' ' . . " . .• . ! 

: ' .,,- tq 3rd 'IVIB.~·;-1971 •. , DLir'tng that meeting which was,·~t:ie second.one.,f.or:--the Experts 
.. -- ,on _this ~a~!<, they wrot~ thelr, report qov_ering tne."vtsrts tovctrlous Member 

. . i .. ' ~ . )j" - -' ·- ' • ' . ~ . ' • 

States a('IO finally th'?'Y' formulated their propos'a:ls for"thE?., p17oppsed•Centi"e on 
Earth.Sbfences:' o:r'hei°r·pr'oposals in this connectio?i IMi-ll' be:\.lubi=rli'.tteci'to'the 

'· ·rf:r;p'le;.;:;~n~~tfon<'c6h-\'lhittee for thi.s pr.ogramm~ ~l:):~~'~:WM~f:,·lt~·~y:c~_;burci'~e 
submitted to the qounci l of Ministeors-,and to the'_ Assembly of._Hea,qs .of State 

. . · . _,,..... ,'. ·r ·-; i~ .-:- · .• -4,, ... ·.·:·, ::'.,.. ·: · 
and Government for approval.,,-,,'~"'."·., .. :···~--< _ -· · -- ... -.::'.'' 

·-· ':'·J·,' .... ::.·:'·:-~·j.:',._ ..... . .. ,/ ,.- .. ; ~.~.~~··:·.. : \,-" . 
.\' . - . . . . ·- -

5. - In the nutt~ition field·;: spme f\.l\e(;r'lb_er Sta,tes: tnvbl..:ted in the proposed 
• • ' • ' • ... • J .. , .:- ,_ ·" ' • ""'' • '· .. ,. 

pilot._ scheme 'in Eastern .L\fr_i_ca- for·the OAU #~ogrii:mme'.•to -estab Hsh· regional 
food reserves have alrcad)I. submitted:.th§Ji:-'~ppliqa°tions, tb'the,lJNDl?'i-'equesting 

-for tfie ,..twqessij:i;:y· Fti(ri~$. t<;i'.i=>.aif~~if9;$·~~~~~1b'(hty·:,;;t;iJdy 'of i:h;i:t ~('.ot scheme. The 
·secretariat'h~s"coritacte'd the-'UNDP requesting a rapid processing of these 
app ltcati_oris. ·Also .the Secretar.iat' )'.las· )Nritten to- the. FAO 'requesting them to 
assembie'_ the Team of Experts _,.;hich _is to carry out the required feasibil{ty · 
·study_; As rndicated above, brief separate progress reports h:ave t>e6n prepared 
o~-th,Eii;:prograrr;n1e to establi;;h Centres of Excellence and on the prpgr:-amrne 

:; ;;:·to ~sti!ib ltsh;-Regio[ial Fo~d- ~eserves in ,.;frica to which :attention ·is iqvited . 

.. ~- .'-
..... /3. ,-. 
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_ ... ,- l-i€laltf:l_, Nutrition and Sanitation: 

, .. , 

'··' 
'l'' 

' '"' ·~ ·, - - ' . 
,.•i';·,.··~··-' · ,, i-.: .,···:·· ., . : ~-· . - r, 

.,-

-::·6. _, , , The Director of.the OAU "Health Bureau made·visits to several 
<'' _:couhtries in order to acquaint -himself with the sate of national servfoes in the 

fields of health, nutrition and sanitation. Als9 _gur'ing;i:he,,visits; the . 
birecJor held discussions with the officials fr6n~-the countries.concerned 
on these matters. It is known that in _order to effectively carry out planning 

, \ , t , I I ·.'. ,-, , 

anq co-ordination of the health, nutrition and sanitation-services ·Of Member 
, . , 1··1~1 

States, an accurate pieture has to be obtained of the current level of services 
offered by Member States in these fields. These visits have therefore been 
used to obtain a clear picture of the needs and plans ~f Me~ber,:.states 
concerned as well as services they offer in the fields of health /.r:1utrition and 
sanitation. - ' - 1 

.: 

7. Dt,Jring the last meeting of the Association of Medical Schools in Africa 
whichwasheldinCairo, U.A.R., from24thto30thAprll, 1971, theOAUwas 
represented by the Senior Health Specialist from the Health Bureau. The 

' ' 

Medical Schools play an important role in the training of professional and 
paral')'ledical personnel for Member States; and also in f~rther(ng research in 
the re l~varit fields. The Secretariat should therefore be familiar with the 
latest thinking obtaining in these Medical Schools to enable it to plan better 
in the training and research aspects. Also where possible, the Secretariat 
uses these opportunities to inform representatives ft'.'Om the Medical Schools, 
of the OAU activities and decisions in the fields' concerned. 

All-African .Cultural Festival: 

8. , - )'During the second meeting l'\f the African.Cultural Council which was 
held in Mogadiscio, Somalia, from 19th to 20th October, 1970, the sections 
to be- staged at, and the rules to apply during, the Second All-African Cultural 
Festival were decided upon. These have now been forwarded tc:i all Member 

.. States in document SC/CULT /20; The invitatton from the democratic Repub lie 
of the Congo to stage the Second All-African Cultural Festival in Kinshasa 
during 1972 has been accepted •. It is now up to Member S~ates to begtn 
preparing their participants and cultural exhibits for thq,t important cultural 

event which is to be staged sometime in 1972. The actual dates for the 
Second All-African Cultural-Festival in Kinshasa in 1972 will be fixed in 
consultation with the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
Member States are urged to prepare adequately for that Festival so as to 
repeat or exceed the success that was'achieved during the First All-African 
Cultural Festival in Algiers. 

Next Meetings: 
' I 

9. Due to the difficulties that arose during the postponed 16th Ordinary 
Session of the Council .of Ministers, several meetings of a representative 
nature were postponed. The Second Ordinary Ses;Sion of the Educational-, 
Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission which had been fixed for sometime 
in May 1971, has been postponed to the second half of 1971. The actual dates 
will be announced as soon as consultatim1s are completed-with the host 
Government·, i.e. United Arab Republic. That session will be held in Cairo 
as previously advised. 

• .• ,,./ 4. 



.1;1 ~ :· ,·: 

CM/402 
Page 4 

r't, ... ,,...,;,:/::~',··11!·~-.!··:-. ,,-:,;~ •. ·!•-'.•; ,.,·· .. •"• 

1 o. The Health Advisory Panel on Virato~'.'Badte,riai:and;pahasitic .. / ':~:.:~·-
Disei3.ses was postponed from April .1971 to 19th - 23rd July, 1971-. · Also 

. the J~8J;,d 'H~a.l:i:kA_(jSi'i:lciry 'iS~ri~f dgIHeiihH' E:ciJc~tion ~ Nllfriti6fi ~ i'"Mater'ria 1 
, ..... ·~;•-,• t··•,-••'• l.:"i"""•·r·';-·-.,,•·-,,.-'•-· .. ,,·.'f•" \, ·•·."•(' ·'•" , ., .... ··' :.•~··~ . -~.•· .· 

.. '· · 8i .Child. Hea l_th; 'Fa/nily Plann\i')g 'and. Emiirol'.lf'i;ier'ital. H~alth, \y;;1~ •ppstpon~d ' 
· froin' ~pr1FH5J9i+;· t8 -?6i:fi' :::·'soth ·jt.i1Y1'1S\71::f:Tfii30i:wb h$<iieh'pi:{nii!ls

1

iire.,to 
• . L,,,,-:;!<"'"'""."·"l'"" J '':"'•: ., .• ·--·-. " ,. , ••. ! . '·,, ,,. •: . .-J ·" , - , ., ·. '· • "<·I·~., ,, .. "' ........ ,. 

· oe"hiald· fn Addis Ababa a;; previously nottfied'fo Member States .. :The ·-
-- ..... ~·~··-,.., •• , ....... \ ,.··- ,. ...... , •• --1 r-r .,1, •• .,. 1 .. • •• ·~ _,.-1 , ..; ......... 1 .. 

. - 'SCientific Council" for 'Africa was also 'postponed' frorri' 19th to 22nd April; 
• ,. le.- 1 ' , , ,, • , , ,~ , , . _, , , , . • r , . • , ' • 

··'1911·;"tbdat&.sfo be ahhisGnced''iafer':' 'The·si::fontiflt'c6Jr1e:ti-ForAFrFcifwi11 
. ,.,. }-,o'it:i.i~~ 'n-,'e'~ti"n9"1i-{'Ni9$~ia <'is_i:>r~vio'Js1y'n.&i\'.red•t:o: ~hos~:coh'c,eifhed:· rn' a11 

. i"•'·:"• ....... _. . ·"j - ~-.,, .. - .... •, .• •.•.. ! ···'. ,. ·'.• .,. ~·'. •, •• ........ • • .. '·' ... 'or tliese:_pase;;; riotes or l_etters advising' the pbstporiement, of the: meeting 
, . · ... -..~:: ·.'"'·: . . '"';·1·' • •''·.···r .. •.1'.'! ·, ·, '· • .. r;, .. .;_,\ .. • · : • '~ ·i: .. ,·. ·'' · 1 . 

.- ·concerned, were forilva'raed t6 Member States'i'!.hd tq the indNiduals concerned 
• ,;"'\,-·,- . <',.;•, •·'~ ~·· •,; '. • ....,, . •..._ •':'> : •. ~ • ! . , ' ' ·" · • ._. : ' • . "'"•: , .. ,. . (. . . ' r• • , I • . _., 

, .. 'immediately after the end of th'e pcistponed'16th"Ordina·ry Session of the'· 
Council '?f Ministers. · . · '-' 

" 
-. _-'' .:' ;-;''.'1 t'.. ,· ;::Jr:A;lf;~"~ii5'.~~~ ~~t~'ff~h~d/ t~~ · Pi~6'~t: '~f :;th'e' sb\e_~tffic :~A:CI Cultural · 

::-:.f,'J./ \ ! '·.• .... ' ; >, • • ·,J·-·'.rl/-. "-! •c . • • ·' • ., •. · •• -.·• .• ..; •. _'' ;. ·X.f . .-. ' • • ' •• ~" ""\•. . ·.-'\J·• 

-fi::IP1~~t~f!tt~t~~~~e t:c:t~~l-~~1i~~~r~1~:~~::,,i~~~~ri\ZifK~Pe~~~~at 
}8'' 6~f -·~;,; w~i l.'~~·~d i~i:i&f Y.dt<it'~~i:>tit.::f§ e:c;;;e;Hfi'9 '6i:J5~1'-"J)~&9r~fh'IT.\ti;, 'haridi:e.a 

.-, '. ''b"Y.f?£t{ioi $e:feiritl'ri'ci 1fu'ria' 6'4tELf-af D,ikf;i;;lfine'n(or"ttiebAg sEi6~~ia1r'lab:--· .. '" ,,. " 
,. . ' :-., ~;"·. ;\ : ~ ' ; . _: ! ';' r ". 'J~ :·T' .'.:>~·, ... ; :· j !', ~ :r::.~. ~:·: :\~· ·~· '' ::.::·. ;·;;~l'°)i I ·:' - .'.J:• ~ ·: l_~J: ·~ . , ·:. 1:-;:,. - ': .: .. ri ; . f·; .' J ,/~>: ; ,,/;' ~ _r;." :~· . ~,!': .' 

' .. ;: . .. .·: .. 
•.·;(,jA;p _ _-1:.:_\"i:_";~;}2:~ ;_,;·:-; ~.-d\'.': .. :-'·"-:·";;; '~···;."'·\\; ::t!f- ".r.~···::1>.,f· ·t···:~,~----~'.~·;··· ':~.. '"::':<.(•~;'·") :._,,~j 1~:( 
. ' ' ' 

'1~J ;_',~(:, : ... k·i;.:• .. J 1::~:;) · .... ~~j··./: ·>:r'. :.:: i~ ;:~ (~·,..i:'. :::~~-/ . ~·)';':'··:ti·: : ·;: ,_.,,.,: :. ·1 r • " • ·t1: : r•\·; ' ; " :l . · ... -.~~~ ·: ·/·:,' .I . -::.~. ·~.:·'1: ... ~ ·:,, •.. ' ~ -~- ;.;-: -~~ .. ,:· 

' c' '.;• .• ~' • 

ADDIS ABABA 
May 1971. ~: J..:}. ,.1 .Lj~;: :. . ._·.~'!t.~ .f:J'..:,.;_~1.::·.i·, · ::~; 1 ·: .r:.:::,i: , "; / . -.·(1. 

...,.. .. .., ...... """""::---·-.' .... -·::· 

.. ·_: <:-· • .. -'.·! :·!··· :.~ .. ,:.,· •.:-1 ",r·.-:-~_-,_,·i. '.'.'_ .. , ·_~, ._i "'" ... ·-,•,· .. ··.·.' ;_. ~ .:::· .. •.• , , .·'·"·'·. ! · -,.- .• • . __ , .. ,· _.; -::_-~ • , , ~ .. ,. .. _ • • ... ~ ~ , _ • ... • • • ,..., 
- ·.- - ~ .. ··- "" :.'·".i; .... ;:.!' ... ,:.;l.-.·:.·1"'·.:·,. .. 1• ... ~-:·"\1-J~; 
' .. ""I,','. r •: .. '.'"···.'·,(,_, __ .'~ , '", i;:_. , ·.-.' >'"· - •;~ .... I~-,,,'-,' :j' ',• ' .. ,,_,··,,,.·, , ", ' ",',,, . ' , , •'\'" ,· ,, , ,,.,_, .. • . ..,. - ... ~' ' · · , ··• ;. ;.• .. , ... , .. ·- '· ' 

.. _ _ • • ' < 
0 ';.i!-")',:·1; •.U<'.: ~.°·'· . ;" ·,' .. ,J..!,;,·., ;· .'/', l .. 

·Jr:··,· .:·.i ! ··.J •• -~ .• -~-~: __ i--,'?,_:.'.·- .. _.=-: __ ,_'.c I>,; __ .-,,,.. __ ., .. ·_;,'_?, . .• : ..•• •-,·."·• · ,' ..... ,.'-,· .~· .- -,' . · · '""'ri~· .. :. :. , ·-··-- ··· _ , • .• ., .. ;; ,y ..• I;; .•· .·~ ._ ... • -~t·::·~c;: :· .. ~· 

···!~1~·}-,--!~j\-:..· .r.:e, :,:..: :~ .. :·~-.t:·~·~\..:>"":_...1 :; .··-:.··· ; .. ,, •• .......... :.:·~ .·:· .• :·.- 1 .. r:. 
~- .··:;:_1(1;:-' t;::i. :. f:±.:' 

'..:.. 
.~.i·,-;;~ i'.'" .. '?i-J'." ::- ;·)/ ., :-- ,·ir' :9 2 · -:.:::::i .• ~.-~ :.: .:.. 

;·~:l;?:•;;-:~· ~~!~ .;.~t:1:::·j2 ·q· .. :{::·;~·: ·,.;·/i' ;· ·' " 1 (.'.':'i°·';~('! ~~ .. ! :il. 
I~:· '1 LJjj ~: '?:; ~;Ji:·!:/ i"'f'r:~ i:"f' ·: ~ Jr:.,<::· .. 'i/'i ;•·.~ (-·: ·~ 1f/··t!:' ~ J.~ ... J·r.~-_;. : .. • '· "·~ 
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