
 

AFRICAN UNION  
 

UNION AFRICAINE 

 UNIÃO AFRICANA 
 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, P.O. Box: 3243    Tel.: (251-11) 5513 822    Fax: (251-11) 5519 321 
Email: situationroom@africa-union.org  

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

AU COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON CONGRATULATES SOMALIA'S 

PRESIDENT-ELECT AND SOMALIS FOR DEMOCRATIC AND CREDIBLE 

ELECTIONS 
 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia - 8 February 2017: The Chairperson of the African Union 
Commission (AUC), Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma has congratulated the Somalia 
President-Elect, Mohamed Abdullahi " Farmajo", for his election as the next President of 
the Federal Republic of Somalia , following presidential elections held on 8 February 
2017.  
 

The AUC Chairperson commends the incumbent President, H.E. Hassan Sheikh 
Mohamud, for his service to his nation and for gracefully accepting the election outcome 
in a manner that exemplifies good statesmanship. The Chairperson equally lauds the 
Somali people for exercising their democratic rights and applauds the commendable 
work of the Independent Electoral Teams at the federal and state level managing the 
highly contested Presidential and Parliamentary elections amidst attempts by terrorists 
to discredit and disrupt the electoral process.  
 

The Chairperson acknowledges and appreciates the resilience of Somalis as they defied 
all odds and fully supported and facilitated the electoral process, which will serve as a 
catalyst to tackle the numerous priorities including security, the ongoing drought, reform 
of the security sector; acceleration of the constitutional review; consolidation of the 
federal member states; reconciliation and resolution of many local conflicts around the 
country.  
 

The Chairperson pays tribute to AMISOM and Somali security forces for protecting 
electoral sites around the country and for fulfilling an arduous job in very difficult 
circumstances. This is a clear testimony of the determination, professionalism and 
effectiveness of the security strategy that have been implemented during this electoral 
process.  
 

The Chairperson reaffirms the AU’s commitment to work with the leaders and people of 
Somalia as they embark on the huge task of rebuilding their country. 
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