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DECLARATION ON INTERNET GOVERNANCE AND
DEVELOPMENT OF AFRICA’S DIGITAL ECONOMY

WE, the Heads of State and Government of the African Union, meeting at the 30t
Ordinary Session of the AU Assembly in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 28 to 29 January
2018;

Acknowledging that the Internet-is an essential tool-and a dynamic force for economic,
social and cultural development, and recalling- in«that regard Resolution 26/13 of the
Human Rights,Council; ~
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Noting with appreciation the efforts of the AU, in collaboration with the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and civil society organizations, to strengthen
the participation of African countries in global Internet Governance and related public
policy discussions, which led to the creation of the African Internet Governance Forum;

30" Ordinary Session of the Assembly, 28- 29 January 2018, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia



Assembly/AU/Decl.3(XXX)
Page 2

Acknowledging the need for localizing Internet Governance discussions and related
public policy matters to enable, develop and support local Internet/Digital economy;

Noting with satisfaction the renewal, on 16 December 2015, of the mandate of the
Internet Governance Forum (IGF), by the high-level meeting of the United Nations
General Assembly which had, in addition, welcomed the Internet Governance Forum's
role, as a multiparty forum for discussions on these issues and called for the
implementation of the recommendations of the Working Group established for the
purpose of proposing improvements to the forum (Document A/67/65-E/2012/48 and
Corr.1) and the implementation of«the texts of the. World-Summit on the Information
Society; 5 ~
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4. REMAIN committed to facilitating a resilient, unique, universal and interoperable
Internet that is accessible to all and will strive to ensure universal and affordable
Internet access for all African citizens including people with specific needs;

5. UPHOLD the spirit of multi-stakeholder Internet Governance in the Tunis Agenda

and COMMIT to advance multi-stakeholder approaches that are open,
participatory, inclusive, transparent, collaborative, consensus-driven, and that
respect cultural, gender and linguistic diversity and which seek to promote
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accountability and full participation of governments, the private sector, civil
society, the technical community and users. FURTHER RECOGNIZE that the
roles and responsibilities of the different stakeholders can vary depending on the
issue under consideration;

6. REQUEST the Regional Economic Communities (RECs), regional and
international organizations involved in Internet and ICT development and regional
offices of ECA to play a leading role in, and facilitate, national and regional IGFs
in their respective regions;~ —
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12. URGE the Commission and ECA to support the establishment of an Africa
Internet Development & Governance Observatory and to put in place
mechanisms to track and follow-up on recommendations from the regional and
global IGFs and to provide periodic reports to Member States;

13. URGE Member States to contribute effectively and take the lead in the

establishment of national and regional IGFs and to fully participate in regional
IGFs as well as in the African Internet Governance Forum (AfIGF).
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On development of Africa’s Digital Economy

14. UNDERTAKE to ensure legal and regulatory environments that will enable
growth of Africa’s Digital economy through innovative applications and services,
making the Internet central to Africa’s development agenda;

15. PROMOTE local content and put in place the necessary mechanisms to ensure
equitable distribution of Internet revenues; -
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22. FURTHER REQUEST the Commission to work with relevant stakeholders to
develop a common African Program of Action on Internet Governance, which will
ensure that the rights of Africans on the Internet are promoted and upheld, and
that African concerns are recognized in the global Internet Governance regime;
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On Management of Domain Names

23. UNDERTAKE to promote the use of country code Top-Level Domains (ccTLDs)
as elements of national and continental branding and to ensure that ccTLD
registries are operated as public-benefit institutions that can create, nurture and
support local critical infrastructure and a local community able to attract
investments;

24. UNDERTAKE to continue promoting the adoption of IPv6 and to lead by example
through its adoptlon and dep 6 by\ecTLD registries, as well as
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