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QAU _POSTAL__ADMINISTRATION

1.  The establishment of an OAU Postal Administration was approved in
principle by the Counpil of Ministers. in Rabat in June 1972 by Resolution
CM/Fes.z?g{XIX), In accordance with thig resoluticn, the Geneyal
Secretariat sqhs,aquenﬂ.;r wderbock to oonsult the Member Sdates imr order o
get their views and sugeestions to facilitate the formulation of a ratlonal
b%_fo; the establishment of such an edminigtration,

= The reguest to Member States 1ncluded pointg. ons

v A

&+ the admlnlstratlve, technlcal, cultural and financial ;mplicatlonn
of the operation of the propoged QAU Enstal Admlnaaxratloni

be. names and addresseg-of possible sohrces of information, syoh as
e

philatelic organlzatlon,and promlnent ph;latel;o exna;ﬁsp;p'tbn
respective Member States;

% names &ahnd ad.d.resses of internationslly xe.sogmze.d ph.:.la,tel:l.c
' experts on consultants who could be ¢contacted Ry the General

Secretarlat for 1nformat10n. "

Je As the response from Member States wag inadequate, the (eneral
S'ecr,e'bé.'ria,'h Tequested the Twent;r-E‘irst Ordinary Segsio;il gf the (Council of

Ministerg for fyrther gyidance, 'Upcn this Tequeste the Council adopted

Resolutlon GM/Res.SOB(XXI) uxglng "all Member States to co«operate wlth ‘the

Adminigtrative Seoreta:y—ﬂeneral. éspecially hy fcrewardsna.haibaxhihbwuans-J
19?4 the xequlred inforuation " !

4s  The Ggneral Secretariat then sent a further reminder to all Mem{?_er
States roquegting their prompt regponse, to enable the (eneral Seeretariai
to compile a report on‘the‘subject. Some replies started to oome in by nid
Margh 1374. " A% the writing of thig report, only thirteen Member States had
resi)onaéd to the General Secretariatls regquest, The Member States which had
replied are: Bobswana, Cameroon, Central Afridan Republic, Bthiopia, Ghana,
Guinea, Kanata.. Yadagasoar, Malawi, Maa:.m.t:.us, Senegsl, Bierra Leone and
Uganda, '
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5. Hame ‘AT the replies pointed out various areas e whiock hhe fawnex..

Secretariat could direct its attention Ivy sfwithiex wbudiss. The major

points raiséed can be mrmmariccd as T0llowss

S

b

Ce

The establishment of an OAU Postal Administration might be
considered in the context of an OAU Pogts and Telecommunica—
tions Organ, which could examine all the aspects of an OAU
Pogtal Administration. BSuch an organ could congider the
expediensy of the establisiment of either an OAU Postal
Administration or ap OAU Philatelic Agency, while atb the
same %ime it undertakes the co—ordination of all activities

in Africa in matters of Posts and Telecommunicstions.

Speciaiized studies must be undertaken in oréer to assess the

provisional volume of production, distribution, oocst of prip4‘
and the personnel required. This might be done by scme expert
from Member S%ates who would be assisted by an expert from the

Universal Postal Unioh.

The 0AU should request the assistance of the Universal Postal
Union to undertake a oomprehensive study on the proposed OAU
Postal Administration. Such a study shall include what relatiorn.
$he OAU Postel Administration can establish with Universal Posia .

Union itself and the Restricted Unions in Africa,

The administrative, fechnical and financial aspects of the -
establishment of an OAU Pogtal Adminigtration must be properly

assessged prior to ite esteblishment,

6. ¥hile this summary gives & general idea of the trend of thinking,

these Member States have also direcuved the General Secretariat to possible

sources of information. The fellowing names have been suggested, for

eXample:

&

Co

\
The Crown Agents
United Kingdom

Bureau d'Etudes des Postes et Telecommunications '
France

Ancien Maison Theodore Champion
France.
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(vii) Assemble and manage for the OAU the entire personnel

necessary to establish and operate the administration .

(viii) provide funds and all financing necessary for everything
except the initial revolving fund to be provided by the
CAU. They do not, however, indicate in money terms how

much their contributicn would be,

9. Flnally, United Philatelic International suggests that it would
establish a company with the exclusive purpose of serving as the agent of
the QAU for a period of seven to ten years., It would operate under the
name of the Philatelic Agency of the OAU or any other name that the CAU
would like to give it. 1In addition, the company would recruit and itrain
African personnel to assume operating responsibility as rapidly as

possible,

10. On the other hand, the Kenny Invernational Corporation has submitted

the following proposal to the General Secretariat.

a. They are prepared to carry out a study of all facets of the

project and charge only the actual cost involveds

b. If the project is approved, they are prepared %o provide
experienced teohnicians, eguipment, sxetems? procedure and
any capital reguired for the establishment of a postal and
philatelic operafion for the OAU, Foxr this they would
charge some percentage (they do not say how much) of the

revenue of the business.

il. The Ceneral Secretariat has also contacted the Imperial Ethiopian
Government, requesting the initiation of consultations on the possible
arrangements that would be made to enable the CAU o establish gz Postal
Administration. The General Secretariat is awalting the response and it

is hoped that consultations will get underway soon.

12, It is appreciated that the responses so far received from Member
Btates contain sulplntive suggestions., In the view of the General
Secretariat, however, replies from at least half of the Member States are
needed to provide a dependable basis for a decision of the Council on this

important matter.

I
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13. The General Secretariat therefore believes that the following

steps could help facilitate an eventual meaningful decision on the matter:

v

a., The General Secretariat should be afforded opportunity to make
further contacts with those Member States which have not
responded to earlier appeals for philatelic information to

do so3

by The General Secretariat is to contact the United Nations and

‘ the Universal Postal Union again and request them for any
assistence which they might be in a position to render to the
OAU in the evaluation of the proposals

[l

¢« The Genexal Secretariat iz to gontact all the azources suggeste&
by Member States for further information and additional

evaluation of the proposals

d. The General Secretariat is to continue to study the proposals:
of the United Philatelic International and Kenny International
Corporation and assés their merits, along with any other

proposals that might be made in due course;

6e The General Secretarist is to compile all the suggestions from
Membexr States, and any other views, suggestions and proposals
to be considered by a Commitice of Experts drawn from Member

States for their appraisal of the project in all its aspects;

¢+ The General Secretariat is to present the Conclusions of the
Committee of Experts to the Council of Minigtérs at its 25th

[
Seszion for a concrete decision.
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