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;i.,, The. estabJ.isbment -Of an OAU Postal Adl!lini&.tratio~ Haa aJ;>p:l'ovad in 

principle by the Coun9il of Ministers in Rabat in June 1972 b;y Resolution 

01'!/Ree.279{XIX) 1 In accordance with thie :l'esoluti~ the -Oenerl:lJ,. 

Se=etariat ~qu..ntJ.;y =<J..,z-toak to .co-ult. the Membe.1' states U.. ora..,,. tc 

get their view's. and suggeetions to facilitate the fol'lll.ulation of a rational 

b7~~,. for the establishment. of such an Eidministra.tion1 

.. 2. The reqvest to Member States included pointe. on: 

Q., the a.dministrati ve, . technical, cW. t\l.l'e.l and financial implioa.tion"' 

.if· the ope~ tioll pf the p:rcpoee<i OA.U l'~taJ.:- 4Wii~ra.tion; ... 
1)1 • pa.mes and e.ddresse.iii ·of possible eo.Ui'cee of information, such ·?-S 

. '-'••?> 

philatelic orga.ni:z.atiojl. and prom±n.Qnt philll.teJ.j.o e'Q,le·~ -~ ~ 
- . ' ",. '" 

respective Member States; 

~ na.mas and ad.dresses of interna.tiana.ll~ r~aed.· philatelic 

e:x:perte on co~ tants who could be contacted b;y the General 
.. 

Secretariat for infe>rmation, · 

~·. Ae the response from Member States wa{ii :l.na.dequate, the -Oeneral. 

Secretariat. reqi.eeted t.he Twent.y-First o.,Q.:Lnar;v aeesion of the Council of 

Miv.l.Gtere for f~ther gi.;i.dani;;e, ·Upon thie re®-ee.t+ ~. Ccimcil adopted 

R~olution -OM/Ree.308(.xli) llJ:'ging "all Member States to.J;g.:·operate with the 

Admi~trative se'ore~~~. especiall;)' ~ t'~i.ia.r~ b~9·;~ E11l>~r;t 
l,914 the +equired. informatio;n,," .1 •' .. ·'. · , .• ,' ·"· ,, . 

.. . '• 

4, The General Secretariat'then sent a further ;reminder to all Mem~r 
,_ . ' .\.. 

Sta.tee req~i!._lg tll,sir i'+'DillPt reeponse, .:t<> '3nable the Oeneral. Seerataria;G 

to COIDJ?:~e ~report on the 1mbject, ~~e r~pliee et~;rteQ. to oome in by 1aid 
}_,', ' . 

Mar~ J.~74a ·At the writing of this· report, only -thi™en Member States had 

respoiidet'l 'to the General Secretariat 1 s request, The Member States wliioh ha\!. 

replied are• Botswana., !Jameroon, Central African Republic, Ethiopia, Ghana:, 

GujJ:iaa.,_ ~ l'aaj.a.g...,.oa:t>, MaJ.a.wi, Ma.ul:;i.i<iha~ Seµegal • .Sierra. Leone and 
... :, 

Uga.nd.a• 
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5. g~ 'nt' tho repJ,:i.c::is µointed out various a:rGaS to- Hh.;i.0h -bhe .aeuo:i.--v-. 
Secretariat could <lirect its attention I u.1.· ""'" t,l;e"' <>1>-udio•;:. The. major 

poil'l:t.s raised oan be ~,l.'!T)tri.!l.T1-i.o:od as followsg 

a. The establishment of an OAU Postal Administration might be 

considered in the context of an OAU Posts and Teleoonllllunica.­

tions Organ, which could examine all the aspects of an OAU 

Postal Administration. Such an organ could consider the 

expedienoy of the establislnnent of either an OAU Postal , 
Administration or an OAU Philatelic Agency, while at the 

same time it undertakes th.e co-ordination of all activities 

in Africa in matters of Posts and Telecommunications. 

b. Specialized studies must be undertaken in order to assess the 

provisional volume of production, distributi<ln, oos~ of pri~+' 

and the personnei required. This might be done by some expert 

from Member States who would be assisted by an expert from the 

Universal Postal Union. 

c. The OAU should request the assistance of the Universal Postal 

Union to undertake a comprehensive study on the proposed OAU 

Postal Administration. Such a study shall include what relat~or.~ 

the OAU Postal Administration can establish with Universal Pesta·. 

Union itself and the Restricted Un~ons in Africa. 

d. .The administrative1 technical and financial aspects of the 

establishment of an OAU Postal Administration must be properly 

assessed prior to its establishment, 

6. While this summary gives a general idea of the trend of thinking, 

these Member States have also direpted the General Secretariat to possible 

sources of information. The followinc; names have been suggested, for 

example: 

a. The Crown Agents 

United Kingdom 

b, Bureau d'Etudes des Pastes et Telecommunications 
France 

o, Ancien Maison Theodore Champion 
France. 
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(vii) Assemble and manage for the OAU the entire personnel 

neoessary to establish and operate the administration 

(viii) provide funds and all financing neoessary for everything 

except the initial revolving fund to be provided by the 

OAU. They do not, however, indicate in money terms how 

much their contribution would be, 

9~ Finally, United Philatelic International sug5ests that it would 

establish a company with the exclusive purpose of serving as the agent of 

the OAU for a period of seven to ten years. It would operate under the 

name of the Philatelic Agency of the OAU or any other name that the OAU 

would like to give it. In addition, the company would recruit and train 

African personnel to assume operatinG responsibility as rapidly as 

possible, 

10, On the other hand, the Kenny International Corporation bas submitted 

the following proposal to the General Secretariat, 

a. They are prepared to carry out a study of all facets of the 

project and charge only the actual cost involved; 

b, If the project is approved, they are prepared to provide 

experienced technicians, equipment, systems 1 procedure and 

any capital required for the establishment of a postal and 

philatelic operation for the OAU. For this they would 

charge some perce~tage (they do not say how much) of the 

revenue of the business, 

11. The General Secretariat has also contacted the Imperial Ethiopian 

Government, requesting the initiation of consultations on the possible 

arrangements that would be made to enable the OAU to establish a Postal 

Administration, The General Seore·tariat is awaiting the response and it 

is hoped that consultations will get underway soon. 

12, It is appreciated that the rGsponses so far received from Member 

States contain sul:i!liantive suggestions, In the view of the General 

Secretariat, however, revlies from at least half of the Member States are 

needed to provide a dependable basis for a decision of the Council on this 

important matter. 
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13. The General Secretariat therefore believes that the following 

steps could help facilitate an eventual meaningful decision on the matter: 

a, The General Secretariat should be afforded opportunity to make 
' . 

further contacts with those Member States which have not 

re-sponded to earlier appeals for philatelic information to 

do so; 

b, The General Secretariat is to contact the United Nations and 

the Universal Postal Union again and request them for any 

assistance whioh they might be in a position to render to the 

.OAU in the evaluation of the propoeal; 

c, The General Secretariat is to contact all the sources suggested 

by Member States for. further information and additional 

evaluation of the proposal; 

d, The General Secretariat is to continue to study the proposals· 

of the United Philatelic International and Kenny International 

Corporation and asses their merits, along with any other 

proposals that might be made in due course; 

e, The General Secretariat is to compile all the suggestions from 

Member States, and any other views, suggestions and proposals 

to be considered by a Committee of Experts drawn from Member 

States for their appraisal of the project in all its aspects; 

f 1 · The General Secretariat is to present the Conclusions of the 

Ccmmi-ttee of Experts to tho Council of Ministers at its 25th 

Sessio; for a oonorete decision. 
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