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INTRODUCTORY NOTE OF THE SECRETARY·-GENERAL ON THE DRAFT CO--- -
OPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN OAU AND THE WORLD METEOROLOGIC.AL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

The Secretary General submitted the appended draft 
Convention to the Council in pursuance of Resolution CM/Res.236 
(XXIII) of the Council of Ministers, which, by its enacting 
terms No.4, 

DECIDED to set up a committee which would, in co-operati0n 
with the General Secretariat, the OAU Scientific Bureau and. all 
other competent bodies, carry out detailed studies on the origin 
of the drought, its geographic spread and all other geo-climatic 
factors that may help to give a better knowledge .of the phenomenon 
so as to be able to combat :Lt more effectively. The Secretarjr­
General felt that the Worl'.l. Meteorological Organization was 
precisely one ·of i;hose bodies whose terms of reference and 
spheres of action were likely to help in giving the committee 
set up by the Council a better kno;;ledge of the Phenomenon of the 

-
Drought so as to be able to combat it more effectively. 

For this reason, the Secretary--General availed himself of 
the opportunity, during bis ·visit to Geneva in October last 1 to 
meet with the Direc'cor-venera.l of the World Meteorological 
Organization and to discuss with him the spheres of action in 
whicp. co-operation between OAl: and Wl"!O could be fostered. 

During this meeting, the Secretary-General and the 
Director-General of WNO agreed on the ne.ed to promote close co­
operation between OAU and WMO both in the training of skilled 
African meteorological personnel and access to the competent 
African governmental departmen-i:;s specializing in meteorology, 
knowledge of which was of crucial importance to the economic 
development of the Continent. 
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To this end, the · Secretary-General and the Director­
General of WMO agreed on the need to devise a juridical framework 
for such co-operation in the present Convention, whose justifica;... 
tion swas, mor(3over, to be found in Resolutio::- CM/Res.236(:XXIII), 
in those of the United Nations and especially Resolution 
2555(:XXIV) on the implementation of the General Assembly 
Declaration on the granting of independence to the colonial 
peoples and countries by organizations and specialized agencies 
of the United Nations family. 

This Resolution recommends the establishment of a close 
working relationship between DAU and agencies of the United 
Nations faI!lily to enable these agencies to perform, diligently 
and effectively, the ·casks entr·usted to them by the United 
Nations General Assembly in the ,sphere of as·sistance to African 
Liberation Movements recogn~.zed by OAU. 

Moreover, the World 11et;eoro1cgical Organization began 
consultations :irl"i;h OAU in Februar:)· 1972 to e:i...'J)lore ways and 
means of imp1ement:::ng Resol'triJion 2555 of the United Nations 
General Assembly. 

The discuss~.or-.. = ',;)~j_,-h ·(;:t_s Be·~:;::-eta::-y-General had in G.eneva 
with the Director--Gene::-a1 of WMO, which were followed up by 
the legal adVil.'er, were, in fact, C.irectly related to the 
implementat:;.on of Resolution 2555 appropriately embod,ied in the 

' draft convention appended to tbe present :i,ntroductory note. 
; 

For this reaaon, ·i:;he Secretary-General expected the 
Council to devot~ the gre-atest attention to the draft being 
submitted to it: the Secretary-Genera1 was confident that he 
had been able to, include in this draft the means of making 
full use o.f co-ope::-&tion between OAU and WMO for the benefit of 
the ·Continent. 
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In so doing, the Secretary-General wished especially to 
draw the Council's attention to Article III of the draft, which 
stressed the need to develop exchanges of information.in the 
sphere of 111eteorological statistics so as to obviate duplication, 
in. order to,- on the one hand,-ensure a more effective dis­
semination of meteorological information at Continental level 
and,.on. the other, make maximum use of competent African national 
institutions in both the sphere of research and the training of 
personnel. 

\ 



er-OPERATION AGREEJ.VJENT 

between 

\ 

CM/633(XXIV) 
Page 4 

THE WORLD HETEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION 

and 

THE ORG.i\.NIZATION OF .AFRICAN UNIT! 

WHERE.AS the World Meteorological Organization (hereinaf:t;er 

referred to as "Wl"lO") is recognized as the specialized. agency of the 

United .Nations concerned with the provisions. of machinery for co­

operation among Governments in the field of meteorology and in 

particular in the fulfillment of the purposes presecribed in t;he 

World Meteorological Convention - namely: 

a) the establishment of networks of. stations for the mak~ng 

of meteorolc·('ical observations or other geophysical 

observo.tions r.elated to meteorology, and promoting the 

estnblisbment and maintenance of meteorological centres 

charged with.the provision of meteorological services; 

b) the establishment and maintenance of systems for the 

rapid exchange of meteorological informDtion; 

c) the standardization. of m~teorological observations and 

ensuring the uniform publication of observations and 

statistics; 

d) the furtherance of t.he application of meteorology to 

aviation, shipping, water problems, agriculture and other 

human' activities; 

e) the encouragement of research and. training .in meteorology 

and assistance in co-ordinating the international aspects 

of such research and training. 

WHEREAS the ORGAIIJTZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (hereinafter referred 

to o.s "the OAU") was established with the purpose, among ohters, 

of co-ordinating and promoting co-operation in economic matters as 

part of the efforts undertaken to strengthen unity rnnong the 

Governments of Africa and to achieve a better life for the peoples 

of' 'f'rlcn; 
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vJBEREAS tho GongJ}ess .. of Wl'TO has approved the conclusion of an. 

agreement establishing close collaboration between Wf'IO and the 01~U; 

WHEREAS the Co~_md.1 of I'iini'"';ers of the OAU has also approved 
' the conclusion of an agreement of co-·ope,ration and collaboration 

between the OAG and Wl"lO, 

NOW THERSFORE 'Wl"lO and the 01'.'.I have decided to conclude an 

Agreement for co-operation and have agreerl as follows: 

l. With a view to facilita·i;·i.ng crJ·:.=aimn.ent of ·the objectives of WI10 

as sot forth in i-C-s Cc-nvention wd tbe o"bjoc.tives of the OAU as ,<'et 

forth in. its Charter, w;:m al~.c'- the CiAU agree to maintain close co­

operation and. tc con::mJ.t re5u:<_ar'.l.;y· :i.n regaJ:·d to matters o{ common 

interest. 

2o Acco:!:'d.ingly 7 when e:i_·ciJ.er· ox·ganiv'."l::Lon :;:,roposes to initiate a 

programme or ac+;i-.::.ty on a <;-1t:Jjec.-."'; in 1·rh'..ch the other organization has 

. or may have a substa:::itiR.:1. -;_xi-';,;r·"'s';, ·.tt shall con.sult the· 1atter 

organi·zation~ iitl t<t:.. a vi..s;.i; -:- ; :i:i_r .. n;:--_·_~.i.ng their e.ifortu as far .as 

possible 1 taking :i.nto account tbo:i r v/C>.·'1d-v;.:i.de and eontinental 

responsibilities as the case Nay ·b('· 

1. Representat:i. ves of WMO s~w.11 be :"nv:i_ ted i;o et·~end the sessions 

of the Economic and Social Co·mnis::;ion as well as other relevant 

commissions a.".ld ::.nsti tut ions < •f the OAU D.nd, s.s ap:px·opriate, to 

participate wi thou.t vote in t-1e deliberations of such commissions 
' 

or institutions with rega:::-d t.) items on the agenda which are of 

interest to WMO~ 

2. Represcntettves of the ') ;.u r3hall be invited to attend the sessions 

of the main Ol'gans of W1'10 ~ L< ;nely the Gongre_ss 1 the Executive Comm:i_ttee 9 

tbe Regional Associations c_ri.1 c the •re,~:'lnicci.1 Commissions and in 
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pa,rticular R~gicmal l.ssociaci')~l I (J.c:':'ric:a) and, when necessary, 

the subsidiary bodies of -[obese organs and as appropriate, to 

p<:crticipate without vote in the deliberation of these ·bodies with 

rec5'1rd to items on the a.se11d.a which a:..e vf interest to the OAU. 

3. Wl"IO and the OAU shall make all n<3CCisse.ry arrangements to faci­

litate reciprocal rep:r:esentation of \·,'MO and tL.e OAU at other meeting,•s 

convened under their respect~_ve auspices to consider matters of 

common interest. 

J' 

EXCHA.t'JGE 01!' INFOB.MATION 

1. Subject to such arrange:rr.eni;s 

confidential information., hl'iO and 

·informed concerning all 9rojected 

ao ma:;- te nc:ces.;ary for safeguo.rding 

ti1<i QJ;.U shall keep each other fully 

::;ct:i.vi tiGS c.:·;,l all. programmes Of 

work which may be of' i.n-~e:cest t" :'·0 ch organizations. 

field and mi:ni:miz~:.c; U:o '-:' ~ <. ·:i • 1' :~.'l c eJ on national governments e,ncl 

other organizatio;:w fc>om ·;tJL~~-, ,-:-·.1:~h :.,:.f~·.::'ication may be collectecl, 

Wl10 and the O.AU und2rsuJv; ~o .'\vc:.~J au9.l:i.cat5.cn between them with 

respect to the co).loc:::i_·X.; c"::··. :".~:~:.- C".,.'l J?1J.-',\ication of statistical 

information and to cons-u.lt r;ach other c,n the 1nost efficient use of 

information$ resources and te.:.,·.rj.:~:t.:.. .rersornel in the statistical 

fiel(l., 

3. Wl"IO and the Oil.U rocoi;ni";a that i·'c ·.v.UJ .. be necessary to apply 

certain restrictions fo:c the ;: -: ·:iose of .saCeguarding confidential 

information furnished to thc?.o It i8 therefore agreed that nothin,s 

in this Agreement shall be .s.S?M:Gruod as requiring either of them 

to :furnish information, the disse::nination of which would, .in tho 

judgement of the party p·cet>ent;ing the information~ betray the confide:1ce 

of any of .its Mem':lors, or. of. ,?..,xyono from wl::om it has received such 

information, or inter!ere with the o::cde:cl;y conduct of its operations~ 

4~ vmo and the OAU shall, G.t ·t;l:_e J:.'0<;[U'ClS'c Of either organization, 

D.r1·ange for consultations rego.rd~.ng the pro>ris:i on by either orga­

ni~,ation of any specific in:C:rmat:L'~r -~ha~ may be of interest to the 

other. 
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ARTICLE IV 

CQ_-OPERATION BETWEEN SECRETARIATS 

The Secretariat of Wl'1u and the Secretar.iat of the OAU shall 

maintain a close working relationship on matters of common interest 

in pursuance of the present Agreement and .in accordance with such 

other arrangements as may be agreed upon from time to time. 

iillTICLE V 

ADigl'USTRATIVE AND TECHNICAL CO-OPERATJ:.Q!! 

1. W1'10 and the OAU agree to consult each other, where appro12riate, 

regarding tho use of ·personnel, materials, services, equipment, 

facilities or joint undertakings of either organization in fields 

of common interest. 

2. Wl'10 and the OAU may make appropriate arrangements for co~operation 

in the use of training and research .facilities and joint undertakings 

available to e.i ther organization .for these, purposes. 
. I 

.t.~.CICLE VI 

Where any assistance which is requested by either organizatio:q 

from the other under the terms of this Agreement involves .substantial 

expenditure,' consultation shall take place with a view to determining 

the most equitable manner of meeting such expenditure. 
' 

ARTICLE VII 

The Secretary-General of Wl"!O and the Administrative Secretary-General 

of the OAU may enter into such administrative arrangements for too 

implementation of this Agreement as may be found desirable in the light 

of the experience of the two organizationso 

ARTICLE \.:.II 

1. In· acr,ordance with its Agreement with the United Nations, Wl"!O will 

inform the Unit0d Nations forthwith of the. terms of this Agreement" 
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2,. On the eoming into force of this Agreement in accordance with the 

provisions of Article XI, it will be communicated by WI"IO and the OAU 

to the Secretary-General of the United Nations for filing and recording. 

ARTICLE IX 

This Agreement abiill' be subject to revi·sion by agreement between 

WI"IO and th..; OAU • 

ARTICLE X 

WI"IO or the OAU may denounc.e this Agreement by giving six months 1 

notice t.o either party. 

1\.RTI Ck: Il . 

This Agreement shall come into force upon its signature by _the 

Secretary-Gener.al of WI"IO and the Administrative Secretary-General 

of the OAU. 

Done at on this • • • ~ 0 • • • • • • • 

day of •••••• ' ••••••••••••••• Nineteen. Hundred Seventy-Four. 

Fon THE ORGANIZATION OF 

.AFRICAN UNITY 

Administrative Secretary-General 

Addis .Ababa, ••••••••••••• 1974 

FOR '!:EE WCRLD METEOROLOGICAL 

ORGANI ZitTION 

Secretary-General 

Geneva, • • • • • • • • 1974-
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