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1. T:.1e first neeting of African Intergover=ental Organi

zations was held in Addis Ababa fron 2 to 6 Septenber 1974 

under the auspices of the Organization of African Unity and the 

United Nations Econo:oic Corn:oission for Africa. 

2. Speaking on behaJ.f of Mr. W.. Eteki l'Tboumoua, Adoinis

trative Secretary-General of the Organization of Ji:frican Unity, 

Mr. N. Djoudi, Oli:U Assistant Secretary-General in charge of Edu

cation, culture; science and Technology nade a statement at the 

opening of the meeting. 

3. In his address, the Asst. Secretary-General recalled 

that pursuant to the Charter and .relevant decisions of· its 

Organs, it was the responsibility of the Organi.zation of Africe.n 

Unity to co·-ordinate the activities of African Intergovernnental: .. 

Organizations and to strengthen relations of technical co-opera

tion between then. 

/ 

4. The Organization of African Unity would, through its 

Tei;:hnical Co-operation Office, closely associate African Inter

governmental Organizations with its Programrae of technical co

operation whose nain goal was the promotion of economic, technical, 

scientific and cultural co-operation at the Continental and Sub

regional levels. 

5. Within the framework of efforts ained at Africa's econo

nic independence, the activities of the African Intergoverru:iental 

Organizations ·judiciously complimented those of the· Organization . . 
of African Unity and contributed to the definition of the econo-

n::.c and social' objectives of the Continent an.d ways and means of 

attaining them. 

6. In a staterwnt raade on behalf of Mr. R.K.A. Gardiner, 
Executive Secretary of the United Nations Econo:oic Co=ission 

for Africa, I1r. A.M. AkiirTUllli, Special Assistant of the EGA Execu

tive Secretary, said effective co-ordination of activities 

'of the African Intergovernmental Organizations would make then 

atJ. integrated rn.ulti-disciplinary entity whose contribution to the 

economic and social developraeht of the Continent would be very 

significant. 
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7. Information araassed by the ECA Secretariat, showed 
that tliere were, in 1972, 75 African Intergover=ental Organi
zations covering such'fields as economic comnunity, co=on 
oarket, qustoms Tu'lion, agriculture, industry, transport~ cornnuni ... 
,cations, tourism, education, training, research, finance, 
health and natural resources. 

Election of Officers' 

8. The ,meeting elected the following officers': Chairman, 
Mr. W. Et&ki l"lbounua, Administrative Secretary-General of the 
Organization of Africah Unity, First Vice-Chairman, Mr. B. Tonwe, 
Executive Secretary of the Lake, Chad Bassin Commission, Sec,ond 
Vice-Chairman, Mr. M. Coulibaly, Assistant Co=ercial Director 
of ilir Afriquo, Happorteur, Mr. J. Diouf, Executive Secretary 
of the West African Hice Developoent Association. 

Participation 

9
0
Representatives of the following African Intergover=ental 

Organizations attended the aeeting: Air Afrique, Association 
'for the Advancement of Agricultural Sciences in Africa (A.AASA), 
West African Rice Developaent Association (WL.RDA) Ce~tral Barik 
of West African States (DC.ill;.O) Bank of Central African States 
(BEAC) Co-ordinating Co=ittee of the Trans-Africa Highway, Lake 
Chad Bassin Comiission (CELT) l'ro.ited Nations Economic Commission 
fo'r Africa (ECA), the African and Malagasy Higher Education . - . 
Council ~Cii11ES), ,the African, Malagasy and Mauritian Cornnon 
Organization (00;\11), the Desert :Eiocust Control Organization for 
Eastern b.frica (DLCO:&\_), Organization, Commune de la: lutte, antiacri
dienne et de lutte an-biaviaire (OCLALAV), Organisation Internatio
nale contre le criquet oigrateur africain (OIOMA), Organization 
of African Unity , (OAU) African and Malagasy Posts and Telecoi:mu
nication:s Un:i,.on (Ulilll?T) Oentral1 African Economic and Customs Union 
(UDE.AO), and the African National Television and Broadcasting 
Union (URTNA). 
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10. The following Organi'!ations were represented at the 
meeting by their observers: Unicef, the United Nations High 
Conmission for Refugees (UNHCR), United Nations Development 
Program.me (UNDP) United Nations Enviro=ental Progra=e (UNEP) 
International Labour Office (ILO), Un:i\ted N~ations Food and 
Agricultural Organization (FAO), United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), World Health 
Organization (WHO) and th~ International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (IBRD). 

Agenda 

11. The raeeting adopted the following Agenda 

1. Opening of the .meeting 
2. Election of a Chairman, two Vice-Chairmen and a Rapporteur 
3. Adoption of the agenda and program.rae of work 
4. African Inter-Governnental Organizations: present and 

future programmes of activities. 

5. 1'1<.,chinery for the co-urdination of the activities of 
-

African inter...,governnental organizations. 

6. Contribution of African inter-governmental organizations 
to the solution of present problems faced by African 
countries (drought, desert locust, natural disaster). 

7. Relations with co-operating States and organizations. 
8. Any other business. 
9. Adoption of the report. 

!:1§.£!.i.iner;r._f'.£E_'?o-ordi~:i}'~g_ activities of African 
Int er-g~??.£.n.t.al ~ 0_]'.'f';_anizat.ions. 

12. Introducing this Agenda item, the OAU Administrative 
Secretary~General emphasized the need for co-operation and co
ordination between the l~frican inter-governmental organizations. 
The ECA Executive Secretary was also of that view. He recall.ed 
that ECA had contributed to the establishLlent of several inter
governmental organizations which he listed. 
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13. A sub-connittee composed of the First Vice-Chairman, 
the Rapporteur and the Director of OCLALAV was then set up to 
consider this .Agenda item and to formulate recommendations for 
the Committee of the Whole. 

i4. After its deliberations, the sub-committee presented 
the following reconnondations to the meeting: 

a) A Conference of African Inter-governnental Organiza
tions should be established • 

. 1. Membership.: Merabership shall be restricted to African 
Inter-governmental Organizations, African Non-Govern
mental Organization's and Organizations of the UN Systeo 
may be accorded observer status. 

I 

ii. Sessions: The Conforence shall meet in ordinary session 
in 1975 and in 1978 and subsequently, every two years .• 
Extraordinary sessions may be convened. 

iii. Organization: 1• Co-ordinating Cor.llilittee shall be set 
up to organize meetings of the Conference and follow-up 
the implenentation of decisions. An official of the 
OAU .Administrative Secretariat shall serve on the Com
mittee as secretary of the Conference. 

iv. Venue of neetings: The venue of meetings shall be decided 
by the conference. The 1975 session shall· be held in ., 
Addis Ababa. 

b) Regional meetings shall be organized to consider problems 
• 

• o.f. special interest to the sub~regions. 

i) Organization: Four regional Co-ordinating Connittees_ 
shall be sot up; one for each sub-region. 

ii) Regional 
regional 

organizations 
co-ordinating 

shall serve as secretaries of the \ . 

connittee by turns. 
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e) Sub-co=ittees: Sub-co=ittees of the Conference 
and of regional meet;ing.s .shall be set up on the 
reco=endation of the co-ordinating corunittees 
c·oncerned. 

d) Finance:. A ;Fund for the co-ord_ination of activi.ties 
of the African inter-governmental organizations 
shall be created. It shall be fed from the follow
ing sources: 

i) Contributions o.f African Inter-Governmental Organiza
tions, OAU 

),!) Contribution of Bodies .of the UN System 

iii) Gifts from .other sources. 

l5. After considering the recommendations of the Committee, 
' 

the meeting decided to establish the Conference of African. interiO. 
governmental organizations whose ·constituent meeting was- scheduled 
to be held in .Addis Ababa in 1975. The meeting also set up a 
preparatory committee to ·Organize the constituent meeting and 
reque.sted the OAU .Administrative Secretary-General- to take the 

' 
necessary measures to enable the Committee fulfil its task. (For 
the text of the resolution, see Resolution No. 1 reproduced in 
the second part of this Report) 

Contribution ·Of African Inter-governmental Organizations 
to the .. solution of current problems of African countries (drou'ght, 
locust, natural. disasters) 

16. In introducing this i•genda item, the Executive Secre
tary of WllRDA briefly outlined the problems and effects of the 
drought. He said further co-ordination of activities of African 
inter-governmental organizations was necessary. Many delegates 
outlined measures taken by their various organizations in respect 
of the drought. 

17, The AA.ASA decided to give high priority to the probl0m 
of the drought. It planned to organize, this year, a symposium 
to study the possibility o.f setting up a committee to examine 
all aspects of the effc::ict of .the drought. 
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18. The Lake Chad Bassin CoLUrrission had been working 
in the Zone under its sphere in an effort to combat the effects 
of the drought by establishing 'food reserves, by building 
we.rehous.es and by providing transportation for relief operations. 

Relations between States and co-operating Bodies 

19. S-everal del.egates talked about this question. They 
I 

mentioned difficulties of forraal and other nature that had to 
J 

be overcome to obtain UNDP assistance. Hope was expressed 
that UNDP would lend assistance in the implementation of projects 
of African inter-governmental organizations • 

.Any other business 

There being no other busines~ there was no diseussion under 
this item. 

• 
Adoption of the report 

Before concluding its deliberations, the meeting adopted 
two resolutions. The first resolution deals with the establish
in\'lnt of the Conference of African inter-governmental organizations; 
the second is on campaign against locusts and .other crop pests 
in Africa. After making the necessary modifications to the dDaft 
report submitted to them, the delegates adopted this report. · 

I 
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Resolution (Unofficial translation) 

No. 1: Conference of African Inter-Governmental Organizations 

The Meeting of African·Inter-governnental Organizations 
held in Addis Ababa. from 2 to 6 September 1974-. 

Recalling Article 2 of the Charter of the Organization 
of African Unity, 

Considering the relevant resolutions ·Of the Assembly of 
Heads of State and Government of the Organization ot African 
Unity on co-ope.ration between African countries,' 

Realizing the need to intensify co-operation between African 
inter-goverilL1cntal organizations, 

Consc.ious of the urgent necessity for ensuring co-ordina
tion of activities of African inter-governmental organizations, 

• 

1. DECIDES that a Conference of .lifrican inter-governmental 
organizations shall be establistled with the foregoing 
objectives; 

2. .FURTHER DECIDES to set up a Preparatory Co=ittee coraposed 
of members of the Bureau of the meeting and the Executive 
Secretary of the Economic ~ommission for Africa, to 
prepare for the Constituent Conference of African inter
governmental organizations for consideration and adoption, 
a draft constitution· and Rules of Procedure of the Conf
erence of African· inter-governmental organizations; 

3. CALLS UPON .the Preparatory Committe_e to organize and 
convene a raeeting of the Constituent Conference at the 
Headquarters of the Organization of African Unity in 1975; 

\ 
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4. REQUESTS the .Administrative Secretary-General of 
the Orga.i:i.ization of .African Unity to present a 
report on that meeting to the Council of Ministers 
of the Organization of African Unity at its twenty
fourth sess_ion; 

5. FURTHER REQUESTS the .Administrative Secretary-G~neral 
of the Organi~ation of African Unity to provide the 
necessary means to enable the Preparatory Committee 
to accomplish its tasks. ' 

The Secretary-General wis_hes to inform the Council that 
it organized a meeting of.the Provisional Bur~au of the Conf
erence to June 1975 in Addis Ababa. 

That meeting studied the Draft Rules of Procedure of the 
Conference and adopted the Report hereto annexed. 
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l"lr. B. Tonwe, Executive Secretary 
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African & Malagas.z Higher Education Council (C.1\M~"S) 
. I 

Mr. Seth Wilson, Asst. Secretary-General 

The Desert Control Organization for Eastern Africa (DLCOEl ... ) 

Mr, . (Ato) 11.defris Bellehu, Dir.ector 

E~onomic'Commission for 11.frica 

Mr. A.M. Akiwumi, Personal Assistant of the 
Executive Secretary 

Mr. L.~. Darboux, Ag. Secretary of the Commission 
' 

The Africanj Malagasy and· Mauritian Common Organization (OC.Al1) 

• I 

Mr. S.I. Looky, Deputy Chief of the Statistics Section 

Orga.Il:l.eation Conn;une de la lutte antiacridienne et de la Iutte 
antiaviair.e (OCLALAV)_ 

Mr. Abdallahi Ou:ld Mohamed Sidia, Director-General 

Organisation internationale contre le criguet migrateur 
africain (OICMA) 

Mr. G. Diagne, Director-General. 
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List of participants from the African Inter-governmental 
Organizations 

Mr. Mamadou Coulibaly, Asst. Commercial Director 
Mr. v.c. Lawson, Legal Adviser 

Association for the Advancement of Agricultural Sciences 
in Africa (AA.ASA) 

Dr. L.K. Opeke, Adiainistrative Secretary-General
Dr. Bernard Steele - Technical Publications Adviser 

Bank of Central African States (BE.AC) 

Mr •. Bouckat-Bou""Nziengui-Director 

Central Bank of West African States (BCEAO) 

Mr. Marcel Kodjo - Head of Administration 

Co-ordinating__ C_ommittee of the Trans-Africa Highway 

Mr. (Ato) Tilahun Wubneh - Project Director 
Lake Chad Bassin Commission 

Mr. B. Tonwe, Executive Secretary 

African & Malagasy Higher Educati:on Council (C.AJVIES) 
Mr. Seth Wilson, Asst. Secretary-General 

The Desert Control Organization for Eastern lli'ric·a (DLCOEA) 
Mr. (Ato) Adofris Bellehu, Director 

Economic Commission for Africa 
Mr. A.M. Akiwumi, Personal Assistant of the Executive 

Secretary 
Mr. L.K. Darboux, .Ag. Secretary of the Commission 

The .A'frican, Malegasy and Mauritian Common Organization (OCllM). 
Mr. S.I. Looky, Deputy Chief of the Statistics Section 

Organisation Connune de la lutte antiacridienne et de la 
lutte antiavia~re (OCLA'tAV) 

Mr. Abdallahi Ould Mohamed. Sidi·a, Director-General 
Organisation internationale contre le criguet migrateur 
africain (OICMA) 

Mr. G., Diagne, Director-General. 
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Addresses of African Intergovernmental Organizations 

l. -i~he Administrative Seoretar;r-
. ·:General 

. 3. 

Organization of African Unity 
P.O. Box 3243 
Addis' Ababa, Ethiopia 

The Executive Secretary 
Economic Commission for 
P.O. Box 3001 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Tho Executive Secretary 

Africa 

West .African Rice Development 

9. 

10 •. 

. Association 
P.O. Box 1019 
Monrovia, Liberia 

. ll. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

. 7. 

8. 

The Arab Economic Unity 
Council 

20 Aisha El-Taymouria Street 
Garden City 
Cairo, Egypt 

The Secretary-General 
East Africa_~ Community 

Secretariat 
P.O. Box 1001 
Arusha, Tanzania 

The Secretary-General 
Secretariat of the Conference 
- of East and Central African 

States 
c/o Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
P.O. Box 9120 
Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania 

The Executive Secretary 
African Groundnut Council 
P.O. Box 3025 
Lagos, Nigeria 

The Secretary-General 
Cocoa Producers Alliance 
P.O. Box 1718 
·Lagos, Nigeria 

12. 

13. 

14 •. 

1.5. 

16. 

The Director 
Desert Looust Control 
Organization .for Eastern 

A.frica 
c/o Ministry of Agriculture 
P90. Box 1232 
Addis Ababa, .Ethiopia 
The Director-General 
Industrial Development 

· Centre .for Arab States 
P.O. Box 1297 

.> Cairo 1 Egypt 

The Secretary-General 
Association of African 

Airlines · 
Nairobi, Kenya 

The Director-General 
Association of African 

Universities 
P.O. Box 5744 
Accra, Ghana 

The Director-General 
East African Airways 

Corporation 
P.O. Box 41010 
Nairobi, Kenya 

The Secretary-General 
·African Postal Union 
5, Rue de 26 juillet 
Cairo, Egypt 

The Director-General 
East African Development 

Bank 
P.O. Box 7128 
Kampala, .Uganda 

The Executive Secretary . 
Senegambia Permanent Secreta-

riat 
4 Marina Street 
Banjul, The Gambia 



' . 

17 •.. The Director-General 
East African. Posts and 

Telecommunications Corpo
ration 

P.O. Box 7107 
Kampala, Uganda 

18, . Monsieur le Secretaire 

19, 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

general . 
Union·douaniere et eeonomique 

de 1 1 Afrique centrale 
B.P. 946 
Bangui, Re:publique centra

fricaine 

Monsieur le Secretaire general 
Union dos Etats de l'Afrique 

centrale . 
s/c Ministare des affaires 

etrangeros 
Ndjamena, Tchad 

Monsieur le Directeur general 
Autorite de develo:p:pement 

integre de. la region du 
Li:ptako-Gourma 

B.P. 619 
Ouagadougou, Haute-Volta 

Monsieur lo Secretaire executif 
Commission du Bassin du lac 

Tc had 
B.1P. 727 
Ndjamena, Tchad 

Monsieur le Secretaire general 
Organisation commune africaine 

malgache et mauricienne 
B.P. 437 
Yaounde, Cameroun 

Monsieur le Secretaire executif 
Organisation pour la misc e·n, 

valeur de Senegal 
5, place de l'Inde:pendance 
Dakar, Senegal · 

Monsieur le Secretaire 
administratif 
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25. Monsieur le Secretaire 
Administratif 

Comite :permanent consultatif 
du Maghreb 
47, Avenue Habib Bourguiba 
Tunms, Tunisie 

26. Monsieur le Secr~taire 
general 

Communaute economique de 
l'Afrique de l'Ouest 

B.P. 28 
Ouagadougou, Haute-Volta 

27.,Monsieur le Secretaire 
administratif 

Commission du fleuve Niger 
B.P. 729 
Niamey, Niger 

28. Monsieur le Directeur 
executif 

Accord africain et malgache 
sur le sucre · 

B.P. 763 
Ndjamena, Tchad 

29. Monsieur le Secretaire 
executif 

31. 

32. 

Communaute economique du 
betail et de la viande 
du Conseil. de l'Entente 

Ouagadougou, Haute-Volta 

Monsieur le Directeur 
Com:ptoir maghrebin de 

l'Alfa 
Alger, Algerie 

Monsieur le Secretaire 
general 

OrganisatiQn africaine et 
malgache.du cafe 

27, quai Anatole France 
Paris 7e, France 

Monsieur le Directeur 
general , 

Fonds de Garantia du Conseil de . 
Organisation commune de 

lutte antiacridienne et 
de lutte antiaviaire 

B.P. 1066 
l'Entente 

Immeublo Shell, 
B.P. 20824 
Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire 

Dakar, Senegal 

f 



33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

Monsieur le Secretaire general 
Organisation inter-africaine 

du caf e 
24, rue Madeleine Michelis 
92 Neuilly-sur-seine, France 

Monsieur lo Directeur 
Organisation internationale 

contre le. criquet migrateur 
africain 

B.P. 136 
Bamako , l"lali 

Monsieur le Directeur 
Centre d'etudes industrielles 

du Maghreb 
Tanger, Maroc 

Monsieur le Directeur 
Office atricain et malgache de 

la proprieete industrielle 
B.P. 887 
Yaounde, Co.meroun 

Monsieur le Directeur general 
Societe africaine pour le 
developpement.des industries 
alimentaires a base de mil et 
de sorgho 
Niamey, Niger 

l'lonsieur le Directeur general 
Agence pour la securite d:e la 

navigation aerienne en il.frique 
et a Madagascar ' 

Dakar, Senegal 

Monsieur le President Directeur 
general 

Air Afrique 
B.P. 21017 
Abidjan, Cote d'ivoire 

Monsieur le Coordonnateur 
Comite de coordination de la 

route transafricaine 
·Bureau de la route transafricaine 
Commission economique pour 1 1 

l'Afrique 
B.P. 3001 
Addis-Abeba, Ethiopie 

41. 

42. 

44. 

45. 

46. 
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Monsieur le Secretaire 
general. 

Comite de la liaison trans~ 
saharienne 

s/c du Ministere des 
· travaux publics 

135, rue didouche Mourado 
Alger, Algerie 

Monsieur le President 
Commission africaine de 

l'aviation civile 
Bureau regional de 

l'Organisation de 
l'aviation civile inter

, nationale 
15, Boulevard de la 

.Republique 
D.akar, Senegal 

Monsieur le Secretaire 
general · 

Union africaine et malgacho 
des postes et telecom
munications 

B.P. 44 
Brazzaville, Congo 

• 
Monsieur le Secretaire 

general 
Union des radiodiffusions 

et televisions nationales 
d'Afrique 

101, rue Carnot 
B.P. 3237 
Dakar, Senegal 

Monsieur le Directeur 
general · 

O~ganisation pour le 
developpement du tourisme 
en Afrique 

Yaounde, Cameroun 

Monsieur le President 
Societe de developpement 

hotelier et touristie 
de l'Afrique de l'Ouest 

B.P. 1545 
Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire 
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REPORT OF THE ADivJINifi'.l'RATIVE SECREI'ARY-GENERAL 

ON THE MF..ETHTG OF TEE PROVISIONAL BUREAU OF THE 

CONFERENCE OF AFRIC.A1J INTER-GQ~Rlfl•iENTAL ORGANIZATIO..!!§. 

AFRICAN GOJ'ERNMENT AL AGE'WIES _ _QM/ 661 _L!ddendum) 

First of all, the Secreta:ry-General wishes to draw the council's 

attention to the fact that this report is an addendum to the document 

on the meeting of African Inter-Governmental Organizations and Asso

ciations of African Governmental Agencies submitted to this session 

of the Council unde:r symbol no. CM/66J.(XXV). 

1. The Provisional Bureau of the Conference of African Inter

Governmental Organiza-~ions and Associe:tions of African Governmental · 

Agencies met in Addis Ababa at the IleadQuarters of the OAU General 

Secretariat on 30 June 1975" 

2. The Provisional Bureau, composed of the OAU Administrative 

Secretary-General (Chairman), the executi ·:e Secretary of the Lake 

Chad Basin Commission (1st Vice-Chairo.an), the Assistant Commercial 

Director of Air Afrique (2nd Vice-Chairman), the Executive Secretary 

of WARDA (Rapporteur) and, the ooopted legal adviser and special adviser 

of the ECA Execut5.ve. Secretary (the Head of the OAU Co-operation and 

Assistance Bureau acts as Sec:rc-tary to -~he Provisional Bureau) met 

at the OAU General Secretariat to' prepare the draft constitution of 

the Conference of African Inter-Governmental Organizations and Associ

ations of African Governmental Agencies. 

3. After preparing the D:caft cons ti tu·i;ion which will be 

submitted for consideration to the constituent meeting of the 

Conference of African Inter-Governmental Organizations and Associ

ations of African Governmental Agencies, the Bureau adopted the 

following recommendationi 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Provisional Bureau of the Conference of African Inter- · 

Governmental Organizations, established at the latter's first meeting, 

held in Addis Ababa from 2 to 6 September 1974 under the chairmanship . 

. . . /2 
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of the OAU Secretary-General and comprising the Assistant Commercial 

Director of Air Afrique (2nd Vice-Chairman), the Executive Secretary 

of WAIIDA (Rapporteur), the Executive Secretary of the Lake Chad 

Basin Commission (1st Vice-Chairman) and the special adviser to the 

ECA Executive Secretary, meetings in ·Addis Ababa on 30 June 1975 

at the Headquarters of the OAU General Secretariat to prepare the 

draft constitution of the Conference of African Inter-Governmental 

Organizations, 

Recalling the recommendations of the first meeting of African 

Inter-Governmental Organizations held in Addis Ababa from 2 to 6 

September 1974, 

Recalling the provisions of Art. II of the Charter of the 

Organization of African Unity, 

Recalling .Resolution CM/Res,355(XXIII) calling on the OAU 

Administrative Secretary-General to participate morally and materi

ally in the efforts to strengthen Inter-African Co-operation through 

the African non-governmental organizations. 

Recommends that the 25th Ordinary Session of the Council of 

Ministers of the Organization of African Unity: 

a) approve the principle of establishing a Conference of 

African Inter-Governmental Organizations and Associations 

of African Governmental Agencies; 

b) authorize the OAU Administrative Secretary-General to 

convene in September 1975, the constituent meeting of 

the Conference of African Inter-Governmental Organizations 

and Associations of African Governmental Agencies; 

c) to this end, instruct Advisory Committee on Budgetary 

and Financial Natters to authorize the necessary funds 

for the holding of the constituent meeting of the Conference 

of African Inter-Governmental Organizations and Associations 

of Governmental Agencies. 

4. While submiting this recommendation in conformity with 

with the decision of the Provisional Bureau over which the presides, 

•.•d3 
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the OAU Administrative Secretary-General would like to underline the 

felt need of all the African Inter'-Governmental Organiz~tions and 

. Associations of Governmental Agencies. Indeed the latter have called 

for a machinery for co-ordination which will make possible, at both 

regional and continental levels an exchange of information among 

the agencies and organizations working for Inter-African Co-operation 

so as to strengthen relations in the economic, cultural, technichal 

and scientific fields. 

5. The OAU Administrative Secretary-General therefore hopes 

. that the 25th Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers will agree 

to recommend the establishment of the Conference of African Inter

Governmental Organizations and Associations of African Governmental 

Agencies and authorise the OAU Advisory Committee on Budgetary and 

financial matters to release the necessary funds to convene the 

constituent meeting of the African Eute~~Gov&rnmental Organisations 

and Associations of African Governmental Agencies which is scheduled 

to be held in September 1975. 
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Preamble · 

DRAFT CONSTITUTION OF THE CONFERENCE OF 

AFRICAN INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

AND ASSOCIATIONS 

The Organizations and Associations on whose behalf this Consti

tution is signed : 

Being aware of the significant role .that African intergovern

mental organizations play in the development of co-operation among 

African countries in such fields as trade, economic.development, 

transport, agriculture, health, transport and communications ; 

Recognizing the need to intensify co-operation among African 

intergovernmental organizations 

Conscious. of the necessity to promote the co-ordination of the 

activities of African intergovernmental organizations ; 

Having regard to the advantage for Africa to be derived from 

the effective co-ordination of the activities of the various African 

intergovernmental organizations; convinced that the above .objectives 

would hest be achieved through the creation of a Conference of African 

intergovernmental organizations; 

Have Agreed as follows 

ARTICLE I 

Establishment of the Conference 

The Conference of African intergovernmental organizations 

(hereinafter referred to as "the Conference"), is hereby established 

and shall operate and be governed in accordance with the provisions 

of this Constitution.' 

- - - I 
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Objectives and }unctions 

1 • The objectives of the Conference shall be to • • 

(a) foster and promote co-operation among African States in all 

fields 

(b) foster, promote and assist in the strengi:hening of co-

operation among its members; and 

(c) foster, promote and assist in the harmonization and co-

ordination of the activities of its members. 

2. . For the purposes set out in paragraph 1 of this Article, the 

Conference shall : 

(a) provide for meetings of the Conference and its organs; 

(b) foster co-operation among african countries; 

(c) assist the members of the Conference in developing and 

. strengthening rela·i;ion among themselves; 

(d) assist the members of the Conference in the co-ordination 

of their activities; 

(e) promote the study and development of knowledge and techni

ques relating to co-operation among African States in all 

fields, the co-ordir.ation of the activities of African. 

Intergovernmental Orgcmizations· and the dissemination of 

related information; and 

(f) do all such other things as would enable the Conference to 

achieve its objectives. 

ARTICJJE III 

l\'lembership, Associate ·~ifembership and Observers 

1. Membership of the Conference shall be open to all African intergo

vernmental organizations or associations of national institutions 

... / 



CM/66l(Addendum) 
Annex 
Page 3 

composed solely of two or more governments or national institutions 

as the case may be, of the member States of the Organization of 

African Unity. 

2. Associate membership of the Conference may be open to such African 

organizations or associations other than those referred to in 

paragraph 1 of this Article, and or such conditions, as the General 

·Assembly may determine. 

3. The Gen~ral Assembly may invite such institutions of the United 

Nations system as it may deem necessary or desirable, to attend as 

observers, meetings of such organ~ of the Conference as. the 

General Assembly may determine. 

ARTICLE rl 

· Obligations of Members 

Members of the Conference shall co-operate in every way so 

as to assist the Conference in achieving its objectives, They shall 

in particular : 

(a) facilitate the collection exchange and dissemination of 

information in such manner and under such oonditions as 

the General Assembly may determine; 

(b) submit all necessary reports and information as may be 

agreed with the competent organs of the Conference, to 

such organs; 

(c) make available training and research facilities on such 

terms and conditions as may from time to time be agreed 

with the appropriate organs of the Conference; 

(d) make available personnel to assist other members of the 

Conference or the Conference on such conditions as may 

be agreed with the appropriate organs of the Conference; 

··~I 
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(e) pay their annual contributions as assessed by the General 

Assembly; and 

(f) make every effort to plan and direct their policies with 

a view to creating conditions favourable for the achieve

ment of the objectives of the Conference. 

ARTICLE V -------

Status, Structure and Organization of the Association 

1. The Conference shall enjoy legal personality as an international 

organization. 

2. To enable it to achieve its purpose and to perform its func-

tions, the Conference shall have legal capacity to acquire, hold, 

manage·end dispose of land and other property, enter into contracts, 

accept and make loans, grants, gifts and contributions, and to sue and 

be eued. 

3. The organs of the Conference shall be 

(a) the General Assembly1 

(b) the Bureau of the Assembly; 

( c) the Subregional Asst,mblies; and 

(d) such other bodies as may be established under the provi-

sj.ons of this Cqnsti tution. 

ARTICJ.iE VI 

The General Assembly Membership and Functions 

1. The General Assembly shall consist of a representatives of 

each of the members of the Conference, 

• o o/ 
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2. The General Assembly shall meet at least once in every two 

years;emergency meetings may be convened in accordance with rules 

made by the General Assembly. 

3, Each member of the Conference shall have only one vote at 

meetings of the General Assembly. 

4. The General Assembly shall elect from among the members of 

the Conference, its Presiden-1; 1 two Vice-Presidents and a Rapporteur 

who shall hold office for two years and may be eligible for re-elec

tion. 

5, The General Assembly shall : 

(a) determine the general policies of the Conference; 

(b) consider and approve the programme of work and budget of 

the Conference; 

(c) review, direct and co-ordinate the activities of the 

organs of the Conference; 

(d) determine the constribution of the members of the Confe

rence and fees to be paid by associate members of the 

Conference; 

(e) consider reports on the activities of the Conference; 

(f) determine the conditions of admission of associate members 

and observers of the Conference in pursuance of paragraphs 

~ and 3 of Article III of this Constitution; and 

(g) consider and adopt rules and general directions governing 

the activities of the Conference and its organs. 

6, The General Assembly may establish such bodies as it may deem 

necessary and may delegate any of its functions to such bodies or an 

organ of the Conference. 

7, Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the General 

Assembly shall prescribe its own rules of procedure including those 

for convening its meetings, the conduct of. such'meetings, and the 

.. .,/ 
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quorum· and voting there~t and for the dissemination of the reports 

of its meetings" 

8. Associate members of the Conference may attend and participate 

at meetings of the General Assembly but shall have no rights. 

ARTICI1E VII ----·---

The Bureau· of the Assen&!:x_::_co~tion and :i:'unctions 

1. Th8 Bureau of the Assembly shall consist of the President, 

Vice-Presidents and :Rapporteur of the General Assembly .and shall : 

(a) subject to such general c'j_rections as the General Assembly 

may givo 1 exercise in between meet:i.nga of the General Assem-

bly the powers and functions of the Gene:cal Assembly; 

(b) subm:it to the General Asser:lbly reports on the activities 

of ·t;l1e Co11ferenc.e 9 

(c) submit for ,.;he approval of the General Assembly the 

programme ·of work and budge:'.,; of the Conference; and 

(d) subject to su-::h general directions as may ):le given by the 

General Assembly, reviEWI, direct and co-ordinate the 

activities of the organs of the Conference other than 

the Ge;neral Assembly, 

2. The Bureau of the Assembly shall meet at least once every 

year and determine its own rules of prccedure. 

ARTICLE 'JIII 

Subregional Assemblie~ 

1. A Subregional Assembly shall consist of the members of the 

Conference within a subregion of Africa as set out in the Annex to 

this Constitution, 

ID 0 o/ 
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(a) oversee the implementation of the decisions and policies 

of the General Assembly concerning its subregion; 

(b) be responsible for obtaining and disseminating information 

on the activities of the Conference within its subregion; 

(c) take decisions on matters concerning its subregion and 

the members of the Conference in the subregion which are 

not inconsistent with the decisions of the Bureau of the 

Assembly or the decisions and policies of the General 

Assembly; and 

(d) have such other functions and responsibilities as may be 

prescribed or delegated to it by the General Assembly 

3. A Subregional Assembly may establish such subsidiary bodies 

as it may deem necessary for the carrying out of its functions. 

4. A subregional Assembly shall elect its own officers and 

prescribe its own rules of procedure 

Provided however that each member of a Subregional 

Assembly shall have only one vote at a meeting of a 

Subregional Assembly. 

5. A Subregional Assembly shall meet at least once every year • 

. ARTICJJE IX 

Financial resources 

1. The financial resources of the Conference shall include the 

contributions of the members of the Conference and the fees of the 

Associate members of the Conference; 

2. The Conference may also receive financial contributions and 

donations from the United Nations System and other intergovernmental 



\ 

CM/ 661( Addendum) 
Annex 
Page 8 

oiganizations bilateral sources and organizations interested in the 

objectives of the Conference. 

ARTICLE X 

Amendments 

This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority at 

a meeting of the General Assembly convened for that purpose. Members 

of the Conference who are not represented at such a meeting may 

signify their votes in writing or by proxy : 

Provided however that this Constitution may not be amended 

unless a written notice of a proposed amendment shall have 

first been given to all the members of the Conference at 

least three months before the meeting of the General Assembly 

at which such a proposed amendment is to be considered. 

ARTICLE XI 

Susp.ension an \7i thdrawal of I:lambershiP 

1. Any member of the Conference who persistently fails to fulfil 

any of its obligations under this Constitution may be suspended from 

membership of the Conference by the General Assembly by a simple or 

two-thirds majority of all members present and voting on such terms 

as the General Assembly may determine, 

2. Any member of the Conference may withdraw from the Conference 

after the expiration of one year from the date on which membership 

of the Conference was acquired, by giving a written notice of with

drawal to the Administrative Secretary-General of the Organization of 

African Unity who shall forthwith inform all members of the Conference 

of the receipt of such notice of withdrawal. 

q o' ./ 
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3, Withdrawal from the Conference sha;Ll become effective one 

year from the date cf receipt "b,:1 the Administrative Secretary-General 

of the Organization of l:f1·ioan U::i:\.ty of a notice of withdrawal : 

Provided tha-i; durini~ the per:l.oc1 of such one year, a member 

of the Conference v1it;hc1.ravf:i.Y.lg f~ro;:a, -Ghe tlonference shall 

nevertheless remain 11.e.ble for tho discharge of vbligations 

incm'red tmr.'i.er the provisions of this Consti tutior:., 

Dissolution.. of th~_Qo:r:feror:c'.?_ 

The Cc-nferez1ce ma;r i:h3 dissolved by o. resolution to that effect 

carried by a t\vo-tl1irds rDaJ o:r.j.t;y of all memberG a.-G a meeting of ~bhe 

General Assembly cowrnned for that purpose a~1<J. whereupon~ the General 

Assembly sh9.ll appoint a Oo=ittee for the purpose of liquidating,· 

the assets of the Conference, 

Ai:' bi tra tj. OI,! 

1 • .Ar,:;,r dispute a.rising betwe<Jn members of the Conferences con-

cerning the interpr;,tation and application of the provisions of this 

Constitution and v1hich cmi."lo·t be se-!;tl.eC'. by the par+,ies concerned 

shall be sub:ni tte<l for settlement i.n f1ccord3nco with the provisions 

of paragraph 2 of this ArtiGle, 

2. Where any matter is subr:iittE<d for settlemen-:; under the provi-

sions of paragraph 1 of this Article, each .Pa.rty to a dispute shall be 

requested to nominate one person to serve on a Board of Arbitration 

and the two so nomi~;ated shall nominate a third pers('n to act as 

Chairman of the Board. of .i\xbitration, a..."1.d in the case of disagreement 

on the nominat~con of such third persons, he shall be selected by the 

President of the Genert~l Assc·mbly .. 
o • o/ 
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1. This Constitution shall enter into force when it shall have 

been signed on behalf fifteen of the Organizations and or the Associa

tions referred to in paragraph 1 of Article III of this Constitution 

and whereupon such Organizations shall become members of the Conference. 

2. This Constitution shall be deposited with the Administrative 

Secre.;tary General of the Organization of African Unity and shall be 

open for signature at his office. 
' t 

3. Any of the organizations or associations referred to in para-

graph 1 of Article III of this Constitution desirous of becomirig a 

member of the Conference after the entry into force of this Consti

tution, may do so by depositly with the Administrative Secretary 

General of the Organization of African Unity its instrument o;f accessior. 

\ 
4. The Administrative Secretary General of the Organization of 

African Unity shall transmit certified copies of this Constitution 

to all members of the Conference. 

5. The first meeting of the General Assembly shall be convened 

by the Administrative ·Secretary General of the Organization of African 

Unity not later than twelve months after the entry into force of this 

Constitution, 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned being authorized by or on 

behalf of their respective Organizations or Associations have signed 

this Constitution on the dates appearing beside their signatures, 

DONE at. a •• o •• o •••••• a •• o this • ••••• o •• ,, • o • " day 

of •.•..•••.•••• a 0 • 0 0 • 0 ••• 0 0 0 0 0 •• 1 97 •• ~ ~ • 0 • a • 0 ~ ,0 •• 0 ~ 

in the English, French and Arabic languages. each of which shall be 

equelly authentic. ... / / 
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Subregions of Africa 

West African Subregion East African Subregion 

1 • ·Dahomey 1 • Botswana 

2. G:unbia 2. Ethiopia 

3. Ghana 3. Kenya 

4. Guinea 4. Lesotho 

5. Ivory Coast 5. Madagascar 

6. Liberia 6. Malawi 

7. Mali 7, Mauritius 

8. Mauritania 8. Rwanda 

9. Niger 9. Somalia 

1 o. Nigeria 10. Swaziland 

11. Senegal 11 • Tanzania 

12. Sierra Leone 12. Uganda 

13. Togo 13. Zambia 

14. Upper Volta 14. Mozambique 

15. Guinea Bissau 

Central African Subregion North African Subregion 

1 • Burundi 1 • Algeria 

2· Cameroon 2. Egypt 

3. Central African Republic 3. Libya 

4. Tchad 4. Morocco 

5. Congo (People's Republic of) 5. Sudan 

6. Equatorial Guinea 6. Tunisia 

7. Gabon 

8. Zaire 
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