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FEDERATION OF AFRICAN ORGANIZATIONS OF ENGINEERS 

(Appl:! cation for Obser1;er Status with the OAU) 

The Organization is known as the Federation of African Organizations of Engineers. 
0 

Al!IJS AND OBJEC'.crVES 

The objective of the ?edera.tion shall be to develop, in. the spirit of African 

Unity 1 direct relationatip between its several member organizations on a basis of 
, . 

mutual understanding, so that their activities llllcy" be fostered and directed to the 

greater_publio .. good...and.r-:.in _particula.r: 

a)· To promote the ad:ranoemen1'. of epgineering--soienoe ... and practice .and 

their .. applica.:tio.n&.5or .. the .. ;henefit··of· mankind. 

d} """°T0"1Y.!'OviJ;l.e,..?.._.fQCS;J:·~potn:f;_,f.or-·the expressi an_ .of 't~ _prDfesa;ional 

· . e?Jg:i,neer;i.ng 'Opinion of its member .organizations. 
............ ~ .... -···· ·····- -·· .. 

o) To. colla.bora.te with. other nai;ional and international organizations, ,as 

i:t .may .. think fit 2 to suppor't and supplement their worko 

.... 
MEMBERSHIP 

, -·.- .... .. · 
. ;·- '· .,_. , .. '· .. . ,_.. .~ 

I 

The Federation comprises the engineering organizations of the African· nations which 

were represented ~t the exploratory conference convened by UNESCO in December 1970, .. ,. 

in Nairobi and any other African engineeri~ organization admitted.from· time to time 

to membership of 'the Federation in ac~orda.nce·-wi:th..ar1;iclea.4.~ 5 hereof. Such 

organizations sha.11 ha~e an· independent and autonomous -status and- i;ohli.ll comprise, and .. . ' 

be competent tQ.~eak fo:- 1 a substantial.: number of the professionally qUalified . , 
engineers .in their respec•tive countries'o .. 

\ 
. . ' , 

, ' , : i 
Any .Engineering Organization;- satisfy'ing·· the reqUirements-i.n;..Article J - in.,.a.ey-

Af:r'ica.n count:cy can put in, an applica.ti.on'·fo; .. membe:r:ship of the Fede.rati~.anthsubrr4t 
it to the Secretariat of the Federatiq:n•:" 'l,'he Ex:~tivG Cominitte~ sha.11 eJGamine 

each-a.p.Plication..£or--111eJ1iber.slti,p_.of~,Fede.ration and inform all .memb.er orga.nizationa -

of the application a.nd.eommunicate i'j;'s recommendat~on in'respect .. t,hereof to all members, 

not leas• than -three months before the next meeting ;or the General Assembl;y • 
... ,. . 
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Source of finance is ,as foAlows:-

A. ·!lihe 'regular m~mbership subscriptions paid by member organizationso These 

are fixed by the Executive Committee. 

Bo Acy additional contribution paid by member organj.zations, as a contribution 

in f~:raancing the Federation in proportion to the number of professional 

engineers who are members of the Organization• 

C. The sub!Jidies ,from states and i.nternational organizations,, whether of 

engineers at continental level or international organizations 
- . $ •. 

that have 

similar ob.jeotives as those of the Federation. 

D. Donations to the Federation after approval by the Ex:ecu~ive Committee. 

E. Income f-rom activities and services provided by the Federation to 

international organizations. 

ACTIVITIES 

The Organization has exerted efforts towards bringing together all African Engineers. 

The. Federation produces a newsletter as media for disseminating informa~ion amongst 

its momberso 

The problems of basic and continuous education of enginee;:-s of whlch the UNESCO i.s 

fully awar.3 has bee;i subject of dieoussion among the member organizations and a 

~rowing interest to find possible plans is also under disollssiono 

The activities of the Federation are directed in close cooperation with the Arab 

League in order to use the Arab Fund to serve the technical and economical project~ 

of interest to both African and Arab countries, 

PrcjeC'Gs of common interest to lfrican countr.ies such as roads, railways, and 

harnessing of rivers wil'I:- be subject of discussion bet1"een member organizationso 

GR'NERAL 

The conditions for granting Observer Status with the OAU as provided in CM/:t62faevo2 

are: 
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"(a} The r~quest shall confovm with the fundamental pl'inciples set f-ovih 

in the Charter of the OAU. 

(b) The activities ·Of the body .·seeking observer status shall be in 

conformity with the objective of the OAU". 

The J"lOE wculd seem to qualify for consideration for Observer Status with tlie OAUj 

an1 the Council may wish to grant the application. 

If the application is granted the FAOE will attain the status of observer under 

Category C which involves: 

~ The attendance of public sessions of tlie OAU Specialised Commissions 

during discussion of matters of particuJar inte~est to it. 

;ii) Right to oommunicate a. written declaration to the Commission thr'ough 

, the media of the Administrative Secretary-General and after· approval 

by the Chairman of the Session. 

Annexed to this paper are the Constitution (Annex I) and the Memorandum of 

Activities (Annex II) of the FAOE. 



Article 1 

CONSTITUTION OF 

FEDERATION OF AFRICAN ORGANIZATIONS OF ENGINEERS 

CM/703(XXVI) 

ANNEX I 

The name of the Federation shall be "The Federation of Africun 

Organizatibns of Engineers", hereinafter referred to as the 

Federation. 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

Article 2 

MEMBERSHIP 

The objective of the Federation shall be to develop, in the spirit 

of African unity, direct relationship between its several member 

organizations on a basis of mutual understanding, so that their 

activities may be fostered and directed tc the greater public good and, 

in particular: 

a) To promote the advancement of engineering science and practice 

and their applications for the benefit of mankind. 

b) To advance the _common aims and objectives of its member 

organizations. 

c} To support the work of each member organization in its own 

territory. 

d} To provide a focal. point for the expression of the professional 

engineering opinion of its member organizations. 

e) To .collaborate with other natl.op.al and international organizations, 

as it may think fit, to support and supplement their work. 

Article 3 The Federation shall comprise the organizations of engineering of the 

African nations which were represented at the exploratory conference 

convened by UNESCO in December 1970, in Nairobi and any other African 

engine.ering organization aclrni tted from time to time to membership of the 

Federation in accordance with articles 4 and 5 hereof. Such organizations 

.shall have an independent and autonomous status and shall comprise and 

he competent to speak for a substantial number of the professionally 

qualified engineers in their respective countries, 
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Article 4 Any Engineering Organization - satisfying the requirements in Article 

3 - in a;ey African count:cy can put in an application, for membership of 

Article 5 

Article 6 

Article 7 

. 
the Federation and submit. it to the Secretariat of the Federation 

The Executive Committee shall examine each application for membership of 

the Federation and inform all m.ember organiza.tions of its receipt ~nd 

communicate their recommendation in respect thereof to all members not 

less than three months before the next meeting of the General Assembly. 

The General Assembly ma,y accept the application for membership by 
I 

two-thirds majority of member states by representative present or by 

proxy, 

Once the app],icant organization is ad!llitted it shall be considered as the 

sole representative._ of all organi'zations. of engineers in its own countr;r. 

The Executive Commit~ee may .imdte the attendance o at any meeting o±: 

the Federation of one or more engineers from any African nation in wb,ich7 

at the time no national engineering' organization exists. Such enginoers 

may, upon approval by the General Asscm.o:y take part in the deliberations 
\ 

of the meetings •~hi ch they atte!ld 1 but sl>..all not vote. 

The General Assembly may, by a two thirds majority of suoh member 

organizations, as being entitied to do so 1 vo"te by representative 

present or by proxy 1 terminate ·t.:J.G membership of any member which 

has fai'led to fulfil its obligat,ions to the Federation or .the activities 

of which become incc:npatiblc with the objectives of the Federation, 
' Any member may propose ·the termination of the membership of any other 

member. Any s·,.ch 1,.70;,.·:::~.J. shall be s'-1.o:!litted to the Secretary General 

of the .Federation, supported by a writtten statement on the grounds upon 

' which the proposal is ma.de. The Execu·oive Committee shall eXa.mine any 

such proposal and shall commu.~icate their recommendation in respect of 

it to all members ,not less than three months before the earliest meeting o 

of the General Assembly at which the matter can be decided. The read.., 

mission of a member organization to the J!'ederation,will be in accordance 

with procedures .stipulated in Arti.ole 4, 

As the relationship of the member organizations of the Federation one 

with another rests en good will and mutual understanding.without 

compulsion, .any member organization may withdraw from the 'Federation· at 

any time, by giving notice of such withdrawal to the Federation. 
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The Federation shall not act solely in an advisory and consultativ,' 

capacity, except that it shall be competent to determine finally a 

question arising ,pursuant to Articles. 31 4 1 5 and 6 hereof. 

GENERAL ASSE!llBLY 

Article 9 The General Assembly of the Federation shall meet at the end of itc 

scc·ond fiscal year or as the need arises, by agreement of not less t' 

two-thirds of the member organization. 

Article 10 Each member organization may be· represented at meetings of the Ger" 

Assembly'by a delegation composed in such manner as the member 

organization shall decide. Representatives of one-third of all mom~ 
I ' 

organizations shall constitute a quorum. 

Article 11 At meetings of the General Assembly, each member organization shall 

have one vote with tho exception of Article 4 and 6. The vote of ea· 

member organization shall be cast by a representative present at th~ 

meeting who is a member of tho delegation. When a vote is taken tl:, 

resolution shall be carried only, by two-thirds majority. 

OFFICERS 

Article 12 The president of the Federation shall be elected every two year:s o·.i. 

a rotative basis from amongst _member organizations. 

Th_e President shall represent the Federation in all oircurnstanceo o. •· 

secure the implementation of its decisions. 

The President shall preside over the General Assembly and clY'.ir . '· • 

of the Executive Committee. He shall have a casting vote at &ecut 

Committee's proceedings. He shall .also .represent the Federation at 
' conferences or AssembHes of other international organizations. 

Article 13 There shall be a Secretar:y General of the Federation elected by ·~h:; 

General Assembly for at least two periods of two years each. He ci:, 
' rr.a.intain the records, supervise the accounts, undertake consul tati v.c 
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duties/furtherance of the objectives of the Federation, maintain liaison 

with such international and other organizations· as the Federation mO(T 

decide, prepare matters for discussion at meetings of the General 

Assembly, distribute an agenda, maintain close liaison with the 

S<;lcretariat of tho member organization of the host country and ca;rry ou·o 

such secretarial duties as may arise from the discussions or decisions 

of the General Assembly, Tho Secretary Gene~al after his election, 

shall submit for approval to the General Assembly, the name's cf the 

regional correspondents who will help him oqrry out his duties. These 

correspondents shsll,-cover. several countries in the light of various 

considerations, 

Article 14 The Secretariat of the member organization which acts as host of a 

meeting of the General Assembly, shall be responsible for the conduct of 

all the administrative work needed to arrange the meeting and shall 

prepare its programme. The host secretariat shall ma~tain close liaison 

.•. .. with. the Secretary General and shall be responsible for all seore'tarie-1 
. 

work during the meeting. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Article 15 To ensure con'•irrnity between meetings, .the General Assembly shall elect 

an Ex:ecutive Committee which shall hold a meeting two times or more 

between two r.:eetings of, th<> General Assembly - should the President 

deem it neoessc::.r. The .Executive Committee shall comprise the 

Presiden-c 1 the Immediate Past Pi-esident 1 the Secretary General and 

five members elected by the General Assembly who shall be representatives 

of the !Jlembcr organization 

The Executive Committee shall conduct the normal business of the 

Federation; oversee compliance and implementation of decis~ons taken:by 

the 'Gene'ral A\>sembly 1 and deal with such other matters as may .be 

directed by the Assembly, scrutinize annual budgets and applications 
' ' 

for membership or termination thereof and make recommendations thereon 

to the Assembly for consideration~ The Committee shall recommend to the 

Assembly amendments to. the Rules of Procedure that_ may become ne_cessary 

from time to time. The Committee shall also have powers to set up sub· 

committees to execute its functions. 
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RESOURCES OF THE FEDERATION 

Article 16 I 

II -

,III -

Sources of financing the Federation proceeds from: 

A. The regular membership subscriptions paid by member 

organizations. These are fixed by the Executive 

Committee. 

B. Any additional contribution paid by member organizations, 

as a contribution in financing the Federation in' 

proportion to the number of professional engineers who 

are members of the organization. 

c. The subsidies of states and international organizations, 

whether of engineers at continental level or internationo.l 

organizations that have similar objectives as those of 

the Federation. 

D. Donnations to the Federation after approval by the 

Executive Committee. 

E. Income from activities and services provided by the 

Federation to International organizations. 
, 

The Secretariat shall dr draw up a proposed budget comprising 

income and expenses including those estimated for meetin:,.s 

of the General Assembly and Elceoutive Committee. 

Member Organizations shall jointly contribute to meet any 

deficit in the budget. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 
. ' 

Article 17 Any member organization ma:y propose an amendment to this Constitution 

and the Secretary General shall circulate such proposals to all other• 

member organizations. Resolutions to adopt the amendment shall be . 
discussed at tho next meeting of the General Assembly, and moy be passed 

by'one-third of member organizations by direct voting. 
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The United Nation year book shows that the densely populated countries in Africa 

,are in the north and west, with an annual increase of about 2.6% to 4.8%. This 

means that, whi+,e the populations .of Africa continue to rise the highway development 

and urbanization proceeds apace. Another feature is that most countries of the 

African Continent have become dependent for their welfare upon overseas markets and 

are subjected to the fluctuations of these markets. 

Road transport tends to serve as drains. They carry the raw materials from the 

interior of the continent to ocean ,ports to be shipped to the outside market in other 

continents, such as Europe and America. 

This leads' to the fact that 'prosperity of African countries Will be affected by 

interregional traffic and trade. To have interregional exchange of commerce 

effectively, an adequate road system should. come into b.iiing; and should have 

priority in pianning and execution. 

To make it more benificial, an overall interregional scheme, taking into 

consideration ·hhe requirements of each region will be worked out 1 so that a degree 

of balanced development can be attained. The cost of the costruotion of 

interregional transport roads.will be so minimum beside the losses and difficulties 

that will result if' an attempt to develop without proper highway s:r.stem is made. 

The Federation is therefore concerned with the special studies of the transport 

problems of land locked states, liberalization of customs procedure, transport 

asp,ects of development plans of the economic values res~lting from 'investment in 

roads serving industries, natural resources and tourist area. 



AFRICAN UNION  UNION AFRICAINE

African Union Common Repository http://archives.au.int

Organs Council of Ministers & Executive Council Collection

1976-02

Request for Observer Status-

Federation of African Organizations of Engineers

Organization of African Unity

Organization of African Unity

https://archives.au.int/handle/123456789/9501

Downloaded from African Union Common Repository


